From: Meredith Griffin

To: Peqay Fry

Subject: FW: APS Sun Valley to Morgan 500/230kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Monday, February 11, 2013 12:03:16 PM

Attachments: APS Sun Valley to Morgan AGFD comments.pdf

From: Joseph Incardine [mailto:jincardi@blm.gov]

Sent: Friday, February 08, 2013 7:40 PM

To: gbrown@jbrenv.com; sdavis@jbrenv.com; KDepukat@blm.gov

Cc: Ellen Carr; Meredith Griffin

Subject: Fw: APS Sun Valley to Morgan 500/230kV Transmission Line Project

From: Laura Canaca [mailto:LCanaca@azgfd.gov]
Sent: Friday, February 08, 2013 04:58 PM

To: jincardi@blm.gov <jincardi@blm.gov>

Cc: Rod Lucas <RLucas@azgfd.gov>; Kelly Wolff-Krauter <KWolff-Krauter@azgfd.gov>; Larry Riley
<LRiley@azgfd.gov>; Bob Broscheid <BBroscheid@azgfd.gov>

Subject: APS Sun Valley to Morgan 500/230kV Transmission Line Project

Mr. Incardine:

The AGFD appreciates the opportunity to provide comment on this project. Attached you’ll find the
Department’s letter, with a hard copy in the mail. If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact Kelly Wolff-Krauter or me at any time. Have a great weekend!

Thank you,

Laura Canaca

Project Evaluation Program Supervisor
Arizona Game and Fish Department - WMHB
5000 West Carefree Highway
Phoenix, Arizona 85086
Phone - (623) 236-7602 - office
(602) 568-8019 - cell

rishaL 10022
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I'ebruary 8, 2013

BLM Phoenix District Office
Hassayampa Field Office
ATTN: Joc Incardine

21605 North 7% Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85027

Re:  APS Sun Valley to Morgan 500/230kV Transmission Line Project

Dear Mr. Incardine:

The Arizona Game and Fish Department (Department) has reviewed the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS) - Bradshaw-Harquahala Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment
(DRMP) for the Arizona Public Service (APS) Sun Valley to Morgan 500/230kV Transmission
Line Project. The Departiment understands the proposed project activities would invoive the
installation of two transmission lines, 500kV and 230 kV, on single-pole structures within a
right-of-way corridor (ROW). The Department understands and supports the project’s purpose,
recognizing this project would provide a connection tying together the Navajo and Palo Verde
stations for long-term sustainable energy transmission, in addition to the incorporation of
renewable energies onto the grid. We believe with proper site placement and safeguards,
transmission lines can be built with minimal impacts to wildlife resources and recreational uses.
The following provides information regarding the potential for impacts to wildlife and
recreational uses in general and by project alternative.

In general, transmission lines do not necessarily prohibit wildlife movement, dependent on the
location, vegetation, and species in the vicinity. Vegetation management associated with line
maintenance activities can benefit wildlife movement, invasive species control, and wildfire
suppression {USDA 2011). The initial construction, maintenance, and emergency response may
cause temporary displacement and/or disturbances due to noise, equipment, etc.; but would not
be anticipated as creating long-term impacts to the populations within the area. The roads
required for maintenance are unpaved and typically create minimal impacts, providing riparian
and/or desert wash areas are avoided. ‘The lines may contribute indirectly to the loss of wildlife
through alteration of the habitat and directly by increasing the potential mortality through
collisions and electrocution by serving as a perch for raptors along with other nest predators
(WGA 2008). The Department appreciates the avoidance, minimization, and/or mitigation
measures the BLM and APS included within the DEIS/DRMP to address some of thesc potential
impacts.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUMNITY REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS AGENCY





Based on our review of the DEIS/DRMP amendment and alternatives including: Proposed
Action (PA), No Action, three Action and one Sub-alternative route and analysis, we have
concluded the PA and action alternatives all may have similar potential impacts to wildlife
resources and recreational uses. The Department recommends riparian areas and desert washes
be avoided unless absolutely necessary. In addition, we support the avoidance to the maximum
amount possible for Category II and III desert tortoise habitat. We recommend consideration be
given to wildlife related recreation, specifically hunting within the analysis of the alternatives.
We have determined Alternative 3-Carefree Highway Route, the most southern alignment of the
project from 179™ Avenue to the Raceway Substation, as having the least potential for impacts
on both wildlife resources and recreational uses. The area along this southern route has been
planned for large residential developments (Saddleback Heights, Vistancia, Lake Pleasant
Heights, etc.) and would consequently result in highly degraded quality and connectivity of
habitat for wildlife. Additionally, this southern area is not known as a popular recreation area for
OHV users, due to a mix of land ownership and access restrictions and would not likely require
mitigation for loss of recreational uses. Alternative 2, just to the south along State Route 74 and
the PA Alternative, north of State Route 74 transect is a popular OHV area and is composed of
higher quality wildlife habitat. These routes would require mitigation to offset for the loss of
OHV use as stated in the document and would in turn cause additional wildlife habitat
modification that is not currently discussed within the analysis, also potentially requiring
minimizing and/ or mitigation consideration. Even if mitigation was not implemented as stated,
OHYV users would still be displaced by the construction and changes in access, causing them to
degrade previously undisturbed wildlife habitat as a potential cumulative impact consideration.
Therefore, the Department believes Alternative 3, followed by Alternative 2, pose the least
potential impacts to wildlife resources and recreational uses. The Proposed Action Alternative
would have the most overall potential for impacts to wildlife resources and recreational uses due
to the location, current and anticipated uses, and wildlife habitat quality.

The Department appreciates the opportunity to provide comments and an evaluation of impacts
to wildlife, their habitats, and recreation associated with this project. If you have any questions
regarding this letter, please contact Kelly Wolff-Krauter at (480) 324-3550.

Sincerely,

- N B

Laura Canaca
Acting Chief, Habitat Branch

LC:kw-k

cc: Rod Lucas, Regional Supervisor, Mesa
AGFD #M12-12144917
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