
From: Ellen Carr
To: Meredith Griffin; Peggy Fry
Subject: FW: APS Sun Valley to Morgan 500/230kV Transmission Line Project
Date: Tuesday, December 18, 2012 8:51:55 AM
Attachments: APS_SunValley_to_Morgan_FINAL.pdf

 
 

From: BLM_AZ_SunValley_Morgan [mailto:BLM_AZ_SunValley_Morgan@blm.gov] 
Sent: Monday, December 17, 2012 3:32 PM
To:
Cc: Incardine, Joseph J; Depukat, Kathleen; Ellen Carr
Subject: FW: APS Sun Valley to Morgan 500/230kV Transmission Line Project
 

This to acknowledge that we received your comments  on behalf of the Maricopa County Parks &
Recreation Department concerning the proposed Sun Valley to Morgan Transmission Line.
 
The comments will be made part of the project administrative record and considered in preparing
the Final EIS.
 
Dennis Godfrey
Bureau of Land Management
Arizona State Office
1 N. Central Ave., Phoenix AZ 85004
 
602.417.9499
dgodfrey@blm.gov
 
 
 

From:  
Sent: Monday, December 10, 2012 1:00 PM
To: BLM_AZ_SunValley_Morgan
Subject: APS Sun Valley to Morgan 500/230kV Transmission Line Project
 
Dear Project Manager,
 
The attached letter contains MCPRD comments regarding this line siting project.
This letter has also been mailed via USPS to Ms. Kathleen Depukat for review.
 
 
Thank you,
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234 N. Central, Suite 6400 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004-2208 
Phone: (602) 506-2930 
Fax: (602) 506-4692 


Maricopa County 
Parks & Recreation Department 


December 10, 2012 
 
BLM Phoenix District Office 
Hassayampa Field Office 
Attn: Kathleen Depukat 
APS Sun Valley to Morgan 500/230kV Transmission Line Project 
21605 North 7th Avenue 
Phoenix, Arizona 85027 
 
 
Re: APS Sun Valley to Morgan 500/230kV Transmission Line Project 
 
 
Dear Ms. Depukat: 
 
Maricopa County Parks and Recreation (MCPRD) appreciates the opportunity to 
provide input on the proposed Sun Valley to Morgan 500/230kV Transmission Line 
Project. After reviewing the information presented in the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement and Draft Resource Management Plan we offer the following 
comments regarding viewshed impacts along the entire route, but especially: 
 
Figure 4.14-20b (Key Observation Point 16) simulates the power lines as seen from 
Roadrunner Campground inside Lake Pleasant Regional Park. This view may disrupt 
the recreational experience of visitors who routinely respond in our Visitor Use 
Surveys that they value open, undeveloped views of the surrounding landscape. 
 
Figure 4.14-17b (Key Observation Point 20) simulates the power lines as seen from 
the intersection of Castle Hot Springs Road and SR 74 looking south. As previously 
stated, the view may have impacts on park visitors seeking refuge from everyday 
development. 
 
Changing the VRM from Class III to Class IV is a concern for our park’s visitor 
experience as they drive to and visit Lake Pleasant Regional Park. Similarly, the City 
of Peoria and Maricopa County have both developed scenic corridor guidelines to 
maintain the high quality views along the SR 74 corridor. If APS takes a vegetation 
management approach underneath these proposed power lines (as it did in 2009 on 
the east side of Lake Pleasant) by razing all standing vegetation, this will further 
erode the very views and experiences that residents and visitors expect to find in 
this area. 
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234 N. Central, Suite 6400 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004-2208 
Phone: (602) 506-2930 
Fax: (602) 506-4692 


If this project is approved, MCPRD prefers the use of self-rusting utility poles that 
may blend into the landscape and a vegetation management policy that keeps 
vegetation intact to preserve the scenic Sonoran Desert views and experiences. 
 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact us. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Leigh Johnson 
Park Planner 
leighjohsnon@mail.maricopa.gov 
602-506-8941 
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