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SAN PEDRO RIPARIAN NATIONAL CONSERVATION AREA 
Location 

The 57,000-acre San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area (NCA) flanks the San 
Pedro River as it flows north from the U.S.-Mexico border toward Benson, Arizona. 

Brief Description 
This National Conservation Area, which includes 40 miles of the upper San Pedro River, 

was designated by Congress in 1988. Recognized by the American Bird Conservancy as the 
first Globally Important Bird Area, it attracts birders from all over the world. The area also 
contains significant cultural resources dating back approximately 13,000 years to the Clovis 
people, who hunted mammoths here. 

Access 
To reach Land Corral, exit I-10 in Benson onto State Route 80 and drive to St. David. 

Fairbank and Terrenate, located off State Route 90, can be accessed via state routes 80 and 
90. For all other sites, exit I-10 on State Route 90 and travel south. Millville and Escapule 
are accessed via Charleston Road. Murray Springs and the San Pedro House are located east 
of Sierra Vista via State Route 90. The Lehner Site and Hereford Bridge can be accessed 
from Hereford Road. Palominas is located along State Route 92. 

Permits Required 
Day use is free; no permits are required. Permits are required for overnight camping. 

Commercial operators require prior BLM authorization. Bow hunting and fishing are 
allowed, per state regulations. Use of firearms for regulated hunting is allowed only north of 
Charleston Road and south of State Route 92. 

Recreational Opportunities 
The area provides outstanding opportunities for birding and wildlife watching. Additional 

activities include backpacking, picnicking, primitive camping, hunting, and a chance to view 
and learn about prehistoric and historic sites. 

Facilities 
East of Sierra Vista, the San Pedro House is a visitor facility staffed by volunteers. 

Interpretive kiosks are located at Fairbank, Murray Springs, San Pedro House, Land Corral, 
Terranate, Millville and Hereford Bridge. Parking and trail heads are shown on the map. 

Safety 
Potential hazards exist including poisonous reptiles and insects, extreme summer heat, 

cold winter days, flash floods, and border-related illegal activities. 

Contact 
BLM Gila District 

San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area Office 
1763 Paseo San Luis 

Sierra Vista, AZ  85635-2240 
(520) 439-6400 

www.blm.gov/az 

www.blm.gov/az



