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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

among 

THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
 
Bureau of Land Management - Alaska
 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)- Alaska Region
 
National Park Service (NPS) Alaska Region
 

and
 

THE STATE OF ALASKA
 
Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) 

concerning 

The Western Arctic Caribou Working Group
 
and
 

Western Arctic Caribou Herd Cooperative Management Plan
 

Purpose. The purpose of this agreement is to provide inter-agency support for the cooperative 
management of the Western Arctic Caribou Herd and its habitat by the U.S. Department of 
Interior, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and 
National Park Service (NPS), and the State of Alaska, Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G). 
The signatory parties propose to work together within the scope of their respective authorities 
toward maintaining a sustainable, healthy ecosystem that supports a healthy and vibrant Western 
Arctic caribou herd throughout its range in northern and western Alaska. 

I.	 Objectives. This MOU sets forth general terms, conditions and criteria under which the 
foui parties will cooperatively manage the Western Arctic Caribou herd and its habitat with 
t~fol1owing objectives. 

A.	 Develop stable, long-term funding to support the Western Arctic Caribou Working Group 
(Working Group) and implement actions outlined in the Western Arctic Caribou Herd 
Cooperative Management Plan (Cooperative Management Plan). 

B.	 Work together to ensure the long-term conservation of the Western Arctic caribou herd 
and the ecosystem on which it depends. 
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11. Authorities. 

A.	 BLM enters into this MOU under the authority provided in the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA), the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation 
Act (ANILCA) and the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 43, Chapter II. 

B.	 ADF&G enters into this MOD under the authority provided in Article Vfn of the 
Constitution of the State of Alaska, Section 16 of the Alaska Statutes, and Title 5 of the 
Alaska Administrative Code. 

C.	 NPS enters into this MOU under the authority provided in 16 USC Sections 1,2, and 3. 

D.	 USFWS enters into this MOD under the authority provided in Fish and Wildlife
 
Coordination Act, 16 USC 661 to 666C.
 

IV.	 Responsibilities and Procedures. According to both Federal statutory law and regulation, 
and State statutory law and regulation, the four parties signatory to this MOD are authorized 
to manage wildlife populations and/or manage wildlife habitat as outlined in the Cooperative 
Plan. The parties agree that the agencies signatory to this MOU shall support the continued 
maintenance of the Working Group and implementation of the Cooperative Management 
Plan. These actions will be advantageous to all parties involved in tenns of improved 
coordination of management and research efforts, cost sharing, reduced duplication of effort, 
and increased opportunity for public involvement in managing the herd and its habitat. 

A.	 Each agency agrees to the following: 

1.	 Seek funding to support the Working Group consistent with the agency's authority. 
Any transfer or sharing of funds will be done through more specific Cooperative or 
Inter-Agency Agreements consistent with each party's respective authorities. 

2.	 Assist in implementing the Western Arctic Caribou Herd Cooperative Management 
Plan, focusing their individual efforts on management actions consistent with their 
respective mandates and authorities. 

3.	 Give other agencies opportunities to provide input on issues of mutual concern. 
4.	 Share information pertaining to habitat assessment, caribou population status, future 

and proposed development, and other relevant information with the other parties. 

B.	 The parties will meet annually to review information renecting on herd and habitat status, 
plan and coordinate management activities, and prepare a brief annual status report, 
including recommendations, to the Working Group as described in the 2003 Western 
Arctic Herd Cooperative Management Plan. 

C.	 All parties understand that this agreement shall not create any contractual obligations, or 
impose any financial obligation by onc upon the other. 

1.	 Each party accepts responsibility for its own costs resulting from participating in this 
agreement. 
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2.	 In accordance with Bureau policy, this instrument (MOU) excludes any obligations or 
exchange of Federal funds. 

V. Administration. 

A.	 Nothing in this MOU will be construed as affecting the authorities of the participants. 
Nothing will be construed as binding beyond the participants respective authorities, or to 
require participants to obligate or expend funds in excess of available appropriations. 

B.	 This MOU in no way restricts the participants from participating in similar activities or 
arrangements with other public or private agencies, organizations, or individuals. 

C.	 Conflicts between participants that cannot be resolved at the operational level (as a result 
of covenants stated in IV. Responsibilities and Procedures) will be referred to 
successively higher levels for resolution. 

D.	 Participants will review this agreement at least every five years to detennine its
 
adequacy, effectiveness and continuing need.
 

E.	 Tenns of this MOD may be renegotiated at any time following at least 30 days notice to 
the other participants. 

F.	 This MOU shall become effective when signed by all parties. The MOU shall continue 
until written tennination by mutual agreement, or by any party giving 30 days prior 
written notice to the other parties. 

G.	 The points of contact for the signatory Agencies will be as follows: 

The point of contact for ADF&G will be John Trent in Region V, Division of 
Wildlife Conservation. 

The point of contact for the FWS will be the Refuge Manager for the Selawik 
NWR. 

The point of contact for the NPS will be the Superintendent for the Western 
Arctic National Park Lands. 

The point of contact for the BLM will be Robert Schneider, Northern Field Office 
Manager. 
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APPROVED:
 

Kevin Duffy 
Commissioner
 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
 
State of Alaska
 

Date 

q~62a'-d<~ 
Henri Bisson 
Alaska State Director 
Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of Interior 

Date 
7 • 

~d;z~
~Marcia Blaszak. Acting 

Regional Director 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of Interior 

Date 

Row n Gould 
Alas a Regional Director 
U.S. ish and Wildlife Service 
U.S. epartment of Interior 
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