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Proposed Action Title/Type: Performance of Land Cover Mapping in the Pt. Hope area. (2800.04)

Description of Proposed Action:

The applicant, North Slope Science Initiative (NSSI) through Scott Guyer, has requested
authorization for field activity access and landing by a helicopter, on lands within approximately 75
miles from the village of Pt. Hope. The area contains lands that are managed by the Arctic Field
Office and the Central Yukon Field Office. The activities would be in support of a land cover
mapping program.

The proposed action would authorize NSSI to conduct summer work on lands managed by the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM). In 2011 NSSI will be working with Ducks Unlimited, the
Natural Heritage Program (UAA) and the Natural Resource Conservation Service collecting data for
the development of a North Slope wide land cover map. Land cover maps have been used for
wildlife habitat evaluation and selection studies, climate change modeling, fire fuels planning and a
multiple of other studies and uses. In 2008 NSSI began the mapping effort by collecting data in west
NPR-A near Wainwright and this summer plan is to complete the western area of the North Slope
collecting data near Point Lay.

The project will consist of two parts: ground work and aerial work. The ground work portion of the
project will consist of four people who will conduct on the ground vegetation surveys on one plot per
day for a total of five ground plots being surveyed over the course of the project. Transportation to
ground plots will be via helicopter and three off-airfield landings are expected to occur for each
ground plot. The air crew (4 persons) will survey plots (5 -10 acres in size) by hovering in the
helicopter at 75 — 100 feet above ground level for approximately 10 minutes at each site. The air
crew expects to survey 50 — 60 sites per day (for a maximum of 300 sites visited during the course of
the project) and they expect to make one or two off airfield landings per day. The time frame for the
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proposed work originally was July 18-23. The dates were delayed due to helicopter availability and
the trip is now expected to start August 5"

A fuel site would be set up at Pt. Hope (1000 gallons) and Cape Lisburne (250 gallons), neither of
which would be on BLM managed lands. The crew would stay in lodging at Pt. Hope and would not

be camping on BLM managed lands.
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Cape Lisbume

—_—
Point Hope

Bureau of Land Management B Native Patentor IC

I Fish and Wildlife Service MNative Selected

I Forest Service State Patent or TA

B Military State Selected

0 National Park Service [ 1-mi private land buffer (no sampling)

Point Lay Fuel Site Buffer 75mi
27 Cape Lisburne Fuel Site Buffer 75mi
WACH ACEC - (flight restrictions in this area)
B Pt Lay - NSSI path83 potential fieldsites
Pt Lay - NSSI_path83 potential groundsites

HDaMNSSIZ011_NSSIEL Laywnasiptlay_mage_potential-fieldsites.mrd

Figure 1: map supplied by applicant
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Legal Description:

NSSI

| Pt. Lay/Hope Project

Township ‘ Range ‘ Section

Umiat Meridian

4 South 41 West No BLM Managed Land
4 South 42 West 18,19, 30, 31 ASRC Selected
4 South 43 West | 7-12 State Selected

13-36 ASRC Selected
4 South 44 West 19, 20, 29-32 State Selected

21-28,33-36 ASRC Selected
4 South 45 West No BLM Managed Land
4 South 46 West No BLM Managed Land
4 South 47 West No BLM Managed Land
4 South 48 West No BLM Managed Land
4 South 49 West No BLM Managed Land
5 South 42 West No BLM Managed Land
5 South 43 West No BLM Managed Land
5 South 44 West | 1-6 ASRC Selected
5 South 45 West 13-14, 19-36

1-12, 15-18 No BLM Managed Land
5 South 46 West 22-27, 34-36

1-21, 28-33 No BLM Managed Land
5 South 47 West No BLM Managed Land
5 South 48 West No BLM Managed Land
5 South 49 West No BLM Managed Land
5 South 50 West No BLM Managed Land
5 South 51 West No BLM Managed Land
6 South 42 West No BLM Managed Land
6 South 43 West 7,13-36 ASRC Selected
6 South 44 West | 1-36 ASRC Selected
6 South 45 West 1-3, 7-36 ASRC Selected
6 South 46 West 12-15 ASRC Selected

1-3, 10,11

4-9, 16-36 No BLM Managed Land
6 South 47 West No BLM Managed Land
6 South 48 West No BLM Managed Land
6 South 49 West No BLM Managed Land
6 South 50 West No BLM Managed Land
6 South 51 West No BLM Managed Land
6 South 52 West No BLM Managed Land
6 South 53 West No BLM Managed Land
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6 South 54 West No BLM Managed Land
6 South 55 West No BLM Managed Land
7 South 42 West No BLM Managed Land
7 South 43 West No BLM Managed Land
7 South 44 West No BLM Managed Land
7 South 45 West No BLM Managed Land
7 South 46 West 5-7

1-4, 8-36 No BLM Managed Land
7 South 47 West No BLM Managed Land
7 South 48 West No BLM Managed Land
7 South 49 West 1,2,11,12, 25, 35, 36

3-10, 13-24, 26-34 No BLM Managed Land
7 South 50 West | 1-36 ASRC Selected Lands
7 South 51 West No BLM Managed Land
7 South 52 West No BLM Managed Land
7 South 53 West No BLM Managed Land
7 South 54 West No BLM Managed Land
7 South 55 West No BLM Managed Land
7 South 56 West No BLM Managed Land
7 South 57 West No BLM Managed Land
7 South 58 West 4-15, 22-27, 34-36 No BLM Managed Land

16-21, 28-33
7 South 59 West No BLM Managed Land
7 South 60 West No BLM Managed Land
8 South 42 West No BLM Managed Land
8 South 43 West No BLM Managed Land
8 South 44 West No BLM Managed Land
8 South 45 West No BLM Managed Land
8 South 46 West No BLM Managed Land
8 South 47 West No BLM Managed Land
8 South 48 West No BLM Managed Land
8 South 49 West No BLM Managed Land
8 South 50 West No BLM Managed Land
8 South 51 West No BLM Managed Land
8 South 52 West No BLM Managed Land
8 South 53 West No BLM Managed Land
8 South 54 West No BLM Managed Land
8 South 55 West No BLM Managed Land
8 South 56 West No BLM Managed Land
8 South 57 West No BLM Managed Land
8 South 58 West | 4-9, 16-36
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1-3,10-15 No BLM Managed Land
8 South 59 West No BLM Managed Land
8 South 60 West No BLM Managed Land
9 South 43 West 1,4-36 Excluding Private Land & NPR-A

2,3 No BLM Managed Land
9 South 44 West | 19-36 ASRC Selected

1-18 No BLM Managed Land
9 South 45 West 19-36 ASRC Selected

1-18 No BLM Managed Land
9 South 46 West 19-36 ASRC Selected

1-18 No BLM Managed Land
9 South 47 West No BLM Managed Land
9 South 48 West | 13-36

1-12 No BLM Managed Land
9 South 49 West | 13,14, 23-26, 29-32, 35-36

1-12, 15-22, 27, 28, 33, 34 No BLM Managed Land
9 South 50 West 25-27,31-36

1-24, 28-30 No BLM Managed Land
9 South 51 West No BLM Managed Land
9 South 52 West No BLM Managed Land
9 South 53 West No BLM Managed Land
9 South 54 West No BLM Managed Land
9 South 55 West No BLM Managed Land
9 South 56 West No BLM Managed Land
9 South 57 West No BLM Managed Land
9 South 58 West 1-36
9 South 59 West No BLM Managed Land
9 South 60 West No BLM Managed Land
10 South | 43 West 1-3,10-17, 19-36 Excluding NPR-A Lands

4-9,18 No BLM Managed Land
10 South | 44 West 2-10, 24, 25, 31-36 State Selected

1, 11-13, 23-26 No BLM Managed Land
10 South | 45 West 1-24, 29-32, 35, 36 State Selected

25-28,33-34 No BLM Managed Land
10 South | 46 West 1-36 State Selected
10 South | 47 West | 1-33 State Selected

34-36
10 South | 48 West 1-30, 32-36 State Selected

31 No BLM Managed Land
10 South | 49 West 1-2,5-8, 11-14, 17-20, 24-25, 28- | State Selected

32
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3-4,9-10, 15-16, 21-23, 26-27, 33-
36

No BLM Managed Land

10 South | 50 West 1-18
10 South | 51 West 1-36
10 South | 52 West 1-36
10 South | 53 West 1-12, 16-21, 28-33
13-15, 22-27, 34-36 ASRC Selected
10 South | 54 West 1-28, 33-36
29-32 ASRC Selected
10 South | 55 West 1-36
10 South | 56 West No BLM Managed Land
10 South | 57 West | 4-9, 16-21, 28-33
1-3, 10-15, 22-27, 34-36 No BLM Managed Land
10 South | 58 West 1-36
10 South | 59 West No BLM Managed Land
10 South | 60 West No BLM Managed Land
11 South | 43 West 1-18, 20-24, 27-28 State Selected
Excluding NPR-A & Noatak
11 South | 44 West | 6,12-14 Excluding Noatak Preserve
1-5,7-11, 17, 18 State Selected
11 South | 45 West 1-18 ASRC Selected
19, 30-33 Excluding Noatak Preserve
20-24, 27-29 SS (Excluding Noatak Preserve)
11 South | 46 West 35,36
1-12,15-18, 20 ASRC Selected
19 State Selected
13-14,21-34 No BLM Managed Land
11 South | 47 West 1-24 ASRC Selected
26-35
25, 36 State Selected
11 South | 48 West 1-3,10-11 State Selected
4-9,16,17,20-22,27-28,33,34 No BLM Managed Land
12-15, 18, 19, 23-26, 29-32, 35,
36
11 South | 49 West 5-8,17-19,35,36
1-4, 9-16, 20-34 No BLM Managed Land
11 South | 50 West 1-24, 26-33
25, 34-36 No BLM Managed Land
11 South | 51 West 1-36
11 South | 52 West 1-36
11 South | 53 West | 4-10, 16-21, 25-36

1-3,11-15, 22-24

ASRC Selected
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11 South | 54 West 1-4,9-16, 19-36

5-8,17-18 ASRC Selected
11 South | 55 West 16-36

1-15 ASRC Selected
11 South | 56 West 1-36 Excluding Private Land
11 South | 57 West No BLM Managed Land
11 South | 58 West | 25, 33-36 Pt. Hope Village Sel

1-24, 26-32 No BLM Managed Land
11 South | 59 West No BLM Managed Land
11 South | 60 West No BLM Managed Land
12 South | 45 West | 4-8,17-18 Excluding Noatak Preserve
12 South | 46 West 1-3,12-14, 22 Excluding Private Lands
12 South | 47 West 3-10,13-18

1,2,11,12,19-30 No BLM Managed Land
12 South | 48 West | 1,5,6,12,13

2-4,7-11, 14-30 No BLM Managed Land
12 South | 49 West 1

2-36 No BLM Managed Land
12 South | 50 West 6

1-5,7-24, 28-30 No BLM Managed Land

25-27 State Selected
12 South | 51 West | 1-6, 9-12, 14, 15, 29, 30

7-8,13,16-28 No BLM Managed Land
12 South | 52 West 1-6,9-12, 14, 15, 29, 30

7,8,13,16-28 State Selected
12 South | 53 West 1-30
12 South | 54 West 1-30
12 South | 55 West 1-30
12 South | 56 West 1-30
12 South | 57 West No BLM Managed Land
12 South | 58 West 11-15, 20-30 State Selected

1-10, 16-19 No BLM Managed Land
12 South | 59 West No BLM Managed Land
12 South | 60 West No BLM Managed Land
12 South | 61 West No BLM Managed Land
12 South | 62 West No BLM Managed Land
Kateel Meridian
34 North | 18 West No BLM Managed Land
34 North | 19 West No BLM Managed Land
34 North | 20 West No BLM Managed Land
34 North | 21 West 11-14, 19-36 State Selected
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12,13 No BLM Managed Land
34 North | 22 West 13, 24-28, 33-36 State Selected

7-12, 14-23, 29-32 No BLM Managed Land
34 North | 23 West | 7-12, 14-23, 27-32

13,24,33 State Selected

25,26, 34-36 No BLM Managed Land
34 North | 24 West 1-30, 32-36

31 State Selected
34 North | 25 West 7-25, 29-31

26-28, 32-36 State Selected
34 North | 26 West 7-36
34 North | 27 West 7-36
34 North | 28 West | 7-36
34 North | 29 West No BLM Managed Land
34 North | 30 West 10-15, 22-27, 34-36 State Selected

7-9, 16-21, 28-33 No BLM Managed Land
34 North | 31 West No BLM Managed Land
34 North | 32 West No BLM Managed Land
34 North | 33 West No BLM Managed Land
34 North | 34 West No BLM Managed Land
34 North | 35 West No BLM Managed Land
33 North | 18 West | 1-16 Excluding Noatak

12,13,17-36 No BLM Managed Land
33 North | 19 West 29-32

1-28, 33-36 No BLM Managed Land
33 North | 20 West 13-36 State Selected

1-12 No BLM Managed Land
33 North | 21 West | 25-36 State Selected

1-24 No BLM Managed Land
33 North | 22 West 1-15, 19 State Selected

13, 14, 20-36 No BLM Managed Land
33 North | 23 West 6

13, 23-28, 30-36 State Selected

1-5, 7-12,14-22,29 No BLM Managed Land
33 North | 24 West 1-4, 9-11, 15, 30

5-8, 12-14, 16-24, 26-30, 32-34 State Selected

25, 35, 36 No BLM Managed Land
33 North | 25 West 17, 19, 20, 23, 25-36

1-16, 18, 21, 22, 24 State Selected
33 North | 26 West 1-10, 16-36

11-15 State Selected
33 North | 27 West 1-30
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31-36 State Selected
33 North | 28 West 1-35

36 State Selected
33 North | 29 West No BLM Managed Land
33 North | 30 West No BLM Managed Land
33 North | 31 West No BLM Managed Land
33 North | 32 West No BLM Managed Land
33 North | 33 West No BLM Managed Land
32 North | 17 West 29, 30, 32 NANA selected

1-28, 31, 33-36 No BLM Managed Land
32 North | 18 West | Track A All other lands not BLM managed
32 North | 19 West No BLM Managed Land
32 North | 20 West No BLM Managed Land (MS 2463)
32 North | 21 West No BLM Managed Land
32 North | 22 West No BLM Managed Land
32 North | 23 West | 4-9, 16-21,28-33

1-3, 10-15, 22-27, 34-36 No BLM Managed Land
32 North | 24 West 15-36

5-8 State Selected

1-4,9-14 No BLM Managed Land
32 North | 25 West | 2-36

1 State Selected
32 North | 26 West | 1-36
32 North | 27 West 1,7-36

2-6 State Selected
32 North | 28 West | 5-8, 11-14, 17-20, 24, 25, 30,33-

36

1-4,9, 10,15, 16, 21-23, 28-29, State Selected

31,32
32 North | 29 West 1,2, 5-8, 11-14, 17-20,23- Excluding private Land

25,28,29,32,33

3,4,9,10,15,16,21,22,26,27,34-36 | State Selected

30,31 No BLM Managed Land
32 North | 30 West 1-4, 9-16, 23-25 Excluding AK Maritime NWR

5-8, 17-22, 26-36 No BLM Managed Land
32 North | 31 West ASRC Selected
32 North | 32 West No BLM Managed Land
31 North | 17 West No BLM Managed Land
31 North | 18 West No BLM Managed Land
31 North | 19 West No BLM Managed Land
31 North | 20 West No BLM Managed Land
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31 North | 21 West No BLM Managed Land

31 North | 22 West 32-36

19-31 State Selected

1-18 No BLM Managed Land
31 North | 23 West 4-9, 19-36

1-3, 10-15 No BLM Managed Land

31 North | 24 West 1-36

31 North | 25 West 1-36

31 North | 26 West 1-36

31 North | 27 West 1-36

31 North | 28 West 1-36

31 North | 29 West 1-5, 8-17, 22-27,34 Excluding Private Lands
6-7, 18-21, 28-33, 35, 36 No BLM Managed Land
31 North | 30 West No BLM Managed Land
31 North | 31 West 1-4,9,10 Excluding Private Lands
5-8, 11-14 No BLM Managed Land

30 North | 25 West 1-36

30 North | 26 West 1-36 Excluding Private Lands

30 North | 27 West 1-36

Part I: Plan Conformance Review

The proposed action is subject to the following planning document: Kobuk-Seward Peninsula
Proposed Resource Management Plan and Final Environmental Impact Statement (RMP/EIS) 2007.
The applicant will be provided with stipulations entitled “FF095872 NSSI Pt. Hope Area Land Cover
Mapping Stipulations 2011.”

Date 08/4/2011

/s/Donna L. Wixon
Natural Resource Specialist, Arctic Field Office

Part 11: NEPA Review and Decision
Categorical Exclusion Review

This proposed action meets the criteria for a Categorical Exclusion in accordance with 516 DM 11.9,
D.10,

This proposed action qualifies as a Categorical Exclusion 1.6 under 43 CFR 46.210 and 46.215
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“Nondestructive data collection, inventory (including field, aerial, and satellite surveying
and mapping), study, research, and monitoring activities.”

The proposed action has been reviewed to determine if any of the exceptions described in 43 CFR
46.210 and 46.215, apply.

The proposed action will not meet any of the extraordinary circumstances listed below.

Extraordinary Circumstances Yes

2.1 Have significant impacts on public health or safety.

2.2 Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic
characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge lands;
wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal
drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990);
floodplains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; and
other ecologically significant or critical areas.

2.3 Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts
concerning alternative uses of available resources [NEPA Section 102(2) (E)].

2.4 Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or
involve unique or unknown environmental risks.

2.5 Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about
future actions with potentially significant environmental effects.

2.6 Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but
cumulatively significant environmental effects.

2.7 Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the
National Register of Historic Places as determined by either the bureau or office.

2.8 Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List
of Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated
Critical Habitat for these species.

2.9 Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for
the protection of the environment.

2.10 Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority
populations (Executive Order 12898).

2.11 Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by
Indian religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity
of such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007).

2.12 Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds
or non-native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may
promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species (Federal
Noxious Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112).

Date 08/4/2011

/s/Donna L. Wixon
Natural Resource Specialist, Arctic Field Office
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