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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
 
Arctic Field Office 


1150 University Avenue 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99709-3844 


http://www.blm.gov/ak 


In reply refer to: 
FF095561 

2984.01 (AK012) 

PLAN CONFORMANCE / NEPA COMPLIANCE RECORD 

DOI-BLM-LLAKF012-2011-0020-CX 

Arctic Field Office, Bureau of Land Management 

Applicant: North Slope Science Initiative 
   John Payne/Scott Guyer 
   222 West 7th Avenue #13 

    Anchorage, Alaska 99513 

Proposed Action Title/Type:  Performance of vegetation studies in the National Petroleum 
Reserve-Alaska (2984.01) 

Description of Proposed Action:   
The applicant North Slope Science Initiative (NSSI) through Scott Guyer has requested authorization 
for field activity access and landing by a helicopter, on lands within the National Petroleum Reserve 
Alaska (NPR-A). The activities would be in support vegetation studies. 

The proposed action would authorize NSSI to conduct summer work on NPR-A lands managed by 
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).  They propose to conduct a change detection project to 
examine and compare field site information collected in 1995/1996 with current vegetation 
conditions. The project would include a field team working from the ground and a helicopter crew 
visiting sites. The field team would consist of members of NSSI and the Alaska Natural Heritage 
Program (ANHP),   

All of the sites visited would be within a 75 mile radius of Barrow.  The number of personal involved 
would be 8. The group would spend the nights at a hotel in Barrow, Alaska. NSSI is not requesting 
to store fuel on BLM managed lands.  The fuel used would be obtained in Barrow. 

The project will consist of 2 parts, ground work and aerial work.  The ground work portion of the 
project will consist of 4 people who will conduct on the ground vegetation surveys on one plot per 
day for a total of 5 ground plots being surveyed over the course of the project (Figure 1).  There are 
no ground or aerial plots located within the “Barrow Triangle” area as defined in the 2008 Biological 
Opinion for the Northern Planning Areas of the NPR-A. The air crew will survey plots (5 -10 acres in 
size) by hovering in the helicopter at 75 – 100 feet above ground level for approximately 10 minutes 
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at each site. The air crew expects to survey 50 – 60 sites per day (for a maximum of 300 sites visited 
during the course of the project) and they expect to make 1 or 2 off airfield landings per day. 

The proposed sites are in the Northeast National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska.  The proposed activity 
would take place from July 24 through July 29, 2011.    

Figure 1: map supplied by applicant 

Legal Description: (field camp, activity, access on BLM Lands) All Umiat Meridian 

Site # Township Range Section 
390 19 North 12 West 27 
388 
389 
391 
392 

18 North 12 West 12 
12 
30 
30 

386 
387 

18 North 

19 North 

11 West 

11 West 

26, 35 
3 
34 
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834 
835 
836 

17 North 29 West 25 
23 
23 

Private Lands in the vicinity 

901 17 North 28 West 18 Private Lands in the vicinity 
837 
838 

17 North 27 West 19, 20 
34 

358 17 North 22 West 29 Private Lands in the vicinity 
366 17 North 20 West 31 Private Lands in the vicinity 
723 
724 
726 

17 North 18 West 29 
30 
31 

724 
726 

17 North 19 West 25 
36 

393 
394 
395 
396 

17 North 13 West 1 
13 
21 
33 

Adjacent to private lands 

393 18 North 13 West 36 
380 
381 
382 
383 

17 North 10 West 25 
23 
27 
32 

381 15 North 19 West 3 
376 
377 
378 
379 

17 North 9 West 33 
32 
29 
30 

839 16 North 
17 North 

27 West 
27 West 

3 
36 

840 
841 

16 North 26 West 9 
16 

503 
504 
505 
506 

16 North 25 West 35 
35 
24 
24 

507 
508 

16 North 24 West 21 
36 

Private Lands in the vicinity 

11 
13 
23 
24 
413 
414 
509 

16 North 23 West 14 
14 
23 
27 
15 
15 
31 Adjacent to private lands 

4 
14 
359 

16 North 22 West 13 
15 
5 
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360 
361 
362 

8 
9 
10 

12 
15 
363 
364 
365 
416 
417 
418 
419 
420 
701 

16 North 21 West 16 
23 
6 
4 
11 
7 
18 
17 
23 
33 
32 

363 16 North 22 West 1 
487 
489 
490 
491 

16 North 20 West 23 
33 
30 
30 

490 
491 

16 North 21 West 25 
25 

479 
480 
481 
483 
484 
485 
486 

16 North 19 West 32 
35 
34 
28 
28 
30 
30 

Private Lands in the vicinity 

485 
486 
479 

16 North 

15 North 

20 West 

19 West 

25 
25 
5 

725 
482 

16 North 18 West 7 
31 

Private Lands in the vicinity 
Adjacent to private lands 

560 
562 

16 North 14 West 25 
34 

Private Lands in the vicinity 

397 
559 

16 North 13 West 6 
31 

397 16 North 14 West 1 Private Lands in the vicinity 
370 
371 

16 North 11 West 1 
12 

372 
373 
565 
566 
579 
580 
581 

16 North 10 West 8 
12 
27 
25 
34 
34 
33 

Private Lands in the vicinity 

374 16 North 9 West 6 Private Lands in the vicinity 
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375 
567 
577 
578 

6 
31 
16 
18 

374 
375 
578 
567 

16 North 10 West 1 
1 
13 
36 

856 
857 
858 

15 North 28 West 11 
11 
16 

854 
855 

15 North 27 West 31 
30 

854 
855 

15 North 28 West 36 
25 

842 
843 
844 

15 North 26 West 5 
8 
32 

Private Lands in the vicinity 

842 16 North 26 West 32 
451 
452 
499 
501 
502 

15 North 25 West 13 
36 
34 
26 
27 

Private Lands in the vicinity 

37 
44 
47 
510 
511 

15 North 23 West 2 
1 
1 
17 
20 

46 
54 
56 
68 
415 
703 
912 

15 North 22 West 5 
9 
11 
16 
14 
5 
14 

Private Lands in the vicinity 

46 16 North 22 West 32 
103 
421 
422 
423 
424 

15 North 21 West 27 
2115 
28 

Private Lands in the vicinity 
Section 21 Excluding private 
Lands 

474 
488 

15 North 20 West 36 
1 

Private Lands in the vicinity 

473 
475 
476 
478 

15 North 19 West 31 
29 
30 
4 
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542 
543 

15 North 16 West 23 
23 

544 
545 

15 North 15 West 20 
20 

Private Lands in the vicinity 

551 
552 
558 

15 North 13 West 35 
25 
12 

Private Lands in the vicinity 

553 
554 
555 
556 
557 

15 North 12 West 17 
21 
22 
9 
18 

582 
583 
584 
585 
586 

15 North 11 West 1 
2 
10 
9 
20 

582 16 North 11 West 36 
563 
564 
852 
853 

14 North 27 West 24 
21 
21 
9 

845 
846 
847 
848 
849 
850 
851 

14 North 26 West 5 
8 
21 
21 
27 
27 
31 

493 
494 
495 
496 
497 
498 
500 

14 North 25 West 36 
36 
34 
32 
29 
4 
2 

498 15 North 25 West 33 
500 15 North 26 West 35 
453 
454 
455 
456 
457 
492 

14 North 24 West 2 
11 
14 
15 
13 
33 

458 
459 
460 

14 North 23 West 18 
18 
33 

148 14 North 21 West 7 Private Lands in the vicinity 
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152 
425 
463 

7 
7 
14 

468 
469 
470 
471 
472 

14 North 19 West 16 
8 
8 
8 
5 

Private Lands in the vicinity 

540 
541 

14 North 16 West 15 
15 

538 14 North 15 West 27 
539 14 North 14 West 18 
546 
547 
548 
549 
550 

14 North 13 West 9 
28 
29 
34 
2 

Private Lands in the vicinity 

(Section 28 & 24 adjacent 
Private Land) 

587 14 North 11 West 17 
876 
877 

13 North 26 West 24 
16 

512 
513 
514 

13 North 23 West 16 
31 
29 

435 
436 
437 
438 
439 
440 

13 North 18 West 35 
22 
22 
26 
23 
13 

441 
442 
443 

13 North 17 West 7 
28 
27 

535 
536 

13 North 15 West 33 
34 

529 13 North 13 West 35 
93 
450 

12 North 22 West 21 
10 

410 
411 
412 

12 North 20 West 36 
36 
33 

Private Lands in the vicinity 

Adjacent to private lands 
434 12 North 18 West 26 
532 
533 
534 

12 North 16 West 22 
14 
12 

537 12 North 15 West 4 
112 
449 

11 North 22 West 4 
23 

115 11 North 21 West 16 Private Lands in the vicinity 
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448 16 
406 
408 
409 

11 North 20 West 25 
13 
1 

Private Lands in the vicinity 

401 
402 
403 
404 
405 
407 

11 North 19 West 27 
27 
22 
32 
30 
18 

Private Lands in the vicinity 

#404 Adjacent to Private 
Lands 

429 
430 
431 
432 
433 

11 North 18 West 8 
9 
21 
23 
11 

530 
531 

11 North 16 West 2 
2 

Part I: Plan Conformance Review 

The proposed action is subject to the following planning document: Northwest National Petroleum 
Reserve-Alaska (IAP/EIS) 2004 and Northeast National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska Supplemental 
Integrated Activity Plan/Environmental Impact Statement (IAP/EIS) 2008.  The proposed action is 
not inconsistent with the purposes of the Naval Petroleum Reserves Production Act of 1976.  The 
applicant will be provided with stipulations entitled “FF095561 NSSI Scott Guyer Summer NPR-A 
Permit Stipulations 2011.” 

_________________________ Date July 18, 2011 
/s/Donna L. Wixon 
Natural Resource Specialist, Arctic Field Office 

Part II: NEPA Review and Decision 

Categorical Exclusion Review 

This proposed action meets the criteria for a Categorical Exclusion in accordance with 516 DM 11.9, 
D.10, 

This proposed action qualifies as a Categorical Exclusion 1.6 under 43 CFR 46.210 and 46.215 
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“Nondestructive data collection, inventory (including field, aerial, and satellite surveying 
and mapping), study, research, and monitoring activities.” 

The proposed action has been reviewed to determine if any of the exceptions described in 43 CFR 
46.210 and 46.215, apply. 


The proposed action will not meet any of the extraordinary circumstances listed below.
 
Extraordinary Circumstances Yes No 

2.1 Have significant impacts on public health or safety. X 
2.2 Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic 
characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge lands; 
wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal 
drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); 
floodplains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; and 
other ecologically significant or critical areas.  
2.3 Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts 
concerning alternative uses of available resources [NEPA Section 102(2) (E)].  

X 

2.4 Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or 
involve unique or unknown environmental risks.  

X 

2.5 Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about 
future actions with potentially significant environmental effects.  

X 

2.6 Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but 
cumulatively significant environmental effects.  

X 

2.7 Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the 
National Register of Historic Places as determined by either the bureau or office.  

X 

2.8 Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List 
of Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated 
Critical Habitat for these species.

 X 

2.9 Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for 
the protection of the environment.  

X 

2.10 Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority 
populations (Executive Order 12898). 

X 

2.11 Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by 
Indian religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity 
of such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007). 

X 

2.12 Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds 
or non-native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may 
promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species (Federal 
Noxious Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112).  

X 

_________________________ Date July 18, 2011 
/s/Donna L. Wixon 
Natural Resource Specialist, Arctic Field Office 
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