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Applicant: Benjamin Jones & Chris Arp
USGS Alaska Science Center
4230 University Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

Proposed Action: Non-intrusive Hydrologic Research in the National Petroleum Reserve-
Alaska (NPR-A). (2984.01)

Description of Proposed Action:  The applicants, Benjamin Jones and Chris Arp with the United
States Geologic Survey have requested authorization for field activity access and landing by a fixed
wing aircraft, on lands managed by the Bureau of Land Management in support of a non-intrusive
hydrologic research project. They propose to sample water quality, take hydrologic measurements, and
map lake bathymetry in the Teshekpuk Lake Area.

The applicants would charter a fixed wing aircraft on floats or a helicopter to be dropped of and picked
up. The work is proposed to be conducted from August 22™ through August 24™. All transportation at
the site would be on foot. The work would be conducted by two people. They would camp at the work
site. The only fuel would be the small green propane containers used for cooking. This is the same
activity that the applicants conducted August 2008. The applicants have a current permit for work in the
Teshekpuk Lake Area that was analyzed in DOI-BLM-LLAKF01200-2009-0025-CX.

Location:
Section 13, 15, 22, 24 Township 16 North, Range 8 West
Section 36 Township 17 North, Range 7 West
Section 1, 10-12, 14, 15, 18, 19 Township 16 North, Range 7 West
Section 6, 7 Township 16 North, Range 6 West
Section 2, 3, 10 — 15, 22-27, 31, 32, 34-36 Township 17 North, Range 6 West (Excluding Private
Lands)
Section 22, 23, 26, 27, 34- 36 Township 17 North, Range 5 West
Section 1-3, 10, 11, 14, 15 Township 16 North, Range 5 West
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Section 20-22, 27-29, 31 - 34 Township 17 North, Range 4 West

Section 3-10 Township 16 North, Range 4 West

Section 13-15, 23-26, 35-36 Township 15 North, Range 4 West

Section 1 Township 14 North, Range 4 West

Section 6 Township 14 North, Range 3 West

Section 2 -5, 8-12, 14-16, 19, 30, 31 Township 15 North, Range 3 West (Excluding Private Lands)
Section 27-29, 32-34 Township 16 North, Range 3 West

Section 21, 22, 27, 28, 34, 35 Township 15 North, Range 4 West

Section 2, 3, 10, 11 Township 16 North, Range 2 West

Section 14, 21, 22, 27, 28, 34, 35 Township 17 North, Range 2 West (Excluding Private Lands)
Section 1, 2, 11-14, 23-25, 30, Township 17North, Range 3West

Part I: Plan Conformance Review

The proposed action is subject to the following planning document: the Northeast National Petroleum
Reserve-Alaska Supplemental Integrated Activity Plan/Environmental Impact Statement (IAP/EIS)
2008. The proposed action is not inconsistent with the purposes of the Naval Petroleum Reserves
Production Act of 1976. The applicant will be provided with stipulations entitled “FF095370 Ben Jones
& Chris Arp USGS Alaska Science Center Teshekpuk Lake Stipulations 2009.”

The proposed action is in conformance with the NE NPR-A IAP/EIS and Record of Decision because:
(@) __X__itisspecifically provided for in the following document (s):

The NE NPR-A IAP/EIS acknowledges that research and monitoring will be ongoing activities in the
planning area (e.g., Section 4.2.1.1 and Tables 4.2.A and 4.2-B).

In addition, the Arctic Field Office has a set of standard non oil and gas stipulations that it applies to
activities not related to oil and gas. These protections are a subset of the Northeast National Petroleum
Reserve-Alaska Supplemental Integrated Activity Plan/ Final Environmental Impact Statement Record
of Decision Required Operating Procedures, the Northwest National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska
Integrated Activity Plan/ Final Environmental Impact Statement Record of Decision Required Operating
Procedures, Utility Corridor Resource Management Plan/Final Environmental Impact Statement, The
Colville River Special Area Management Plan, and the Final Environmental Impact Statement on Oil
and Gas Leasing in The National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska and Record of Decision approved 5/1983

(b) even though it is not specifically provided for, because it is clearly consistent with the
following decisions (objectives, terms, and conditions)

Date Augqust 20, 2009

/s/ Donna L. Wixon
Natural Resource Specialist, Arctic Field Office
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Part I1: NEPA Compliance
Categorical Exclusion Review.
This proposed action qualifies as a Categorical Exclusion 1.6 under 43 CFR 46.210 and 46.215

“Nondestructive data collection, inventory (including field, aerial, and satellite surveying and
mapping), study, research, and monitoring activities.”

The proposed action has been reviewed to determine if any of the extraordinary circumstances described
in 43 CFR 46.210 and 46.215, apply. None of the extraordinary circumstances apply.

Date August 20, 2009

/s/ Donna L. Wixon
Natural Resource Specialist, Arctic Field Office
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