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85 Second Street
2" Floor
San Francisco, California 94105

Proposed Action:  Guided backpacking trip. (2984.01)

Description of Proposed Action:  The applicant Sierra Club Outings (Sierra Club) has requested
authorization for a Special Recreation Permit to conduct a backpacking trip on BLM managed lands.

The proposed action would authorize the Sierra Club to conduct a backpacking trip on BLM managed
lands in Northwest Alaska. The participants would be flown from Kotzebue to the area of proposed
use in a Cessna 206 with Hageland Aviation. They anticipate 8 total flights back and forth to get all
of the participants and their gear to and from the site. The total number of participant s would be 7 to
10 customers and 2 Sierra Club leaders. The proposed landing and pickup site would be near the
confluence of the Iligluruk and Kokolik Rivers. The Sierra Club anticipates landing where they can
view the caribou migration. Then they would hike south along the Kokolik toward the mountains.
Fromthere they would cross over to Spike Creek and hike northward. They would cut across the
base of a large ridge that is south of Kokolik Lake and hike back to the pickup point.

The dates of proposed use are June 8-19, with 11 nights of camping.

Location (All Umiat Meridian):

Area Township Range (West) Section
10 South 43 West 1,12,13,24,25,36 NPR-A
1-3,10-17,19-36 Kobuk-Seward Peninsula (SS)
10 South 42 West 5-8,17-20,29-31 NPR-A
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9 South 43 West 1,12,13,24,25,36 NPR-A

1,4-36 Kobuk-Seward Peninsula (SS)
9South 42 West 3-10,15-22,28-32 NPR-A
8South 42 West 1-3,10-15,22-27,34-36 NPR-A

7-10,15-22,27-34 Kobuk-Seward Peninsula (SS)
8 South 41 West 17-20,29-32 NPR-A

SS — State Selected Land-Received non-objection from the State of Alaska.
Part I: Plan Conformance Review

The proposed action is subject to the following planning documents: Kobuk-Seward Peninsula
Resource Management Plan/Final Environmental Impact Statement approved 9/2008, Western Arctic
Resource Management Plan (RMP) Management Situation Analysis evaluated 2/5/1990, Final
Environmental Impact Statement on Oiland Gas Leasing in The National Petroleum Reserve in
Alaska and Record of Decision approved 5/1983. The proposed action is not inconsistent with the
purposes of the Naval Petroleum Reserves Production Act of 1976. The applicant will be provided
with stipulations entitled “FF095564 Sierra Club Outings Special Recreation Permit Stipulations
2009” and “Leave No Trace Outdoor Skills & Ethics Alaskan Tundra.”

Date 6/3/09

/s/ Donna L. Wixon
Natural Resource Specialist, Arctic Field Office

Part 11: NEPA Review
Categorical Exclusion Review.

This proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion under 516 DM 11.9, BLM H-1790-1
national Environmental Policy Act Handbook Appendix 4- H.1. BLM Categorical Exclusions.

“Issuance of Special Recreation Pe rmits for day use or overnight use up to 14 consecutive
nights; that impacts no more than 3 staging area acres; and/or for recreational travel along
roads, trails, or in areas authorized in a land use plan.”

The proposed action has been reviewed to determine if any of the exceptions described in 516 DM 2,
Appendix 2, apply.

Date 6/3/09

/s/ Donna L. Wixon
Natural Resource Specialist, Arctic Field Office
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