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In Reply Refer To: 
2920 (AKA032) 
F-035073 
 
        July 13, 2012 
City of Ruby 
P.O. Box 90 
Ruby, Alaska  99768 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
This August the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Central Yukon Field Office plans to begin 
a phased clean-up of a former lease site located at Melozi Hot Springs near Ruby, Alaska. 
 
In the early twentieth century, several Executive Orders and Acts withdrew Alaska hot springs 
from settlement, location, sale, or entry and directed the Secretary of the Interior to issue leases 
or permits of up to 20 years in duration for the construction and public use.  Several hot springs 
remain under lease to this day.   
 
On December 30, 1965, the BLM received a lease application from Leonard Veerhausen to 
develop and improve the lands around Melozi Hot Springs.  The lease was issued on May 27, 
1966, for 20 years.  The lands are described as being within Secs. 23 and 24, T. 4 S., R. 20 E., 
Kateel River Meridian, Alaska, containing approximately 160 acres. 
 
After the death of Leonard Veerhausen and his wife, several different lessees took over Melozi 
Hot Springs Lodge, with the last being the Melozi Hot Springs Incorporated.  The latest lease 
was not renewed and expired on May 27, 1996.   
 
Today the site includes numerous buildings and other improvements, two bulldozers, solid waste 
and hazardous materials.  Most of the improvements have not been maintained and have fallen 
into disrepair, causing public safety issues.  Several buildings have collapsed, others will likely 
do so without further maintenance, and the airstrip is unusable due to erosion and re-vegetation. 
 
With costs increasing every year and public safety at stake, the BLM has obtained funds to begin 
clean-up of the site.  
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Our plans have not been finalized, particularly in regard to the future disposition of the buildings 
that are intact.  However, we are currently proposing to clean-up the site in three phases as 
follows: 
 

August 2012 – remove all household debris and all full unopened fuel barrels 
 

Summer 2013 – remove all structures except the old caribou cabin and lodge.  Analyze 
and inventory all hazardous materials and spills. 

 
Summer 2014 – implement removal of all hazardous materials and begin remediation 
efforts on spills. 

 
We are seeking your comments on this cleanup project.  The comment period will close 30 days 
after the date of this notice.  Written comments received on or before this date will become part 
of the official record and will be considered in the determination.   
 
If You Have Any Questions 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Robin Walthour of my staff at 474-2304.  You may 
submit written comments regarding the proposed action to the address below or by e-mail.  No 
public meeting is scheduled: 
 

Bureau of Land Management 
Central Yukon Field Office 
Attention:  Robin Walthour 
1150 University Avenue 
Fairbanks, Alaska  99709 
 
E-mail:  r1rodrig@blm.gov 

 
 Sincerely, 
 
 /s/ Nichelle W. Jacobson 
 
  
 Nichelle W.Jacobson    
 Field Manager  
 Central Yukon Field Office 
 
Copy furnished to: 
 
Alcro Properties 
Ronald W. MacLaren 
1 Jefferson Drive 
Londonberry, New Hampshire  03053 
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Dave Adams 
1912 Kestral Lane 
Fairbanks, Alaska  99709 
Tom Anderson 
1036 Jan Drive 
Fairbanks, Alaska  99709 
 
Bob Beach 
126 Second Avenue, Apt. 12A 
Fairbanks, Alaska  99701 
 
Drew Dix 
P.O. Box 85267 
Fairbanks, Alaska  99708 
 
Harold Esmailka 
P.O. Box 68029 
Ruby, Alaska  99768 
 
Jim Ehrhart 
P.O. Box 812 
Palmer, Alaska  99645 
 
Tom Gaddis 
P.O. Box 507 
Kake, Alaska  99830 
 
Tim Gervais 
P.O. Box 7 
Ruby, Alaska  99768 
 
Craig Kenmouth 
1412 Fourth Avenue 
Fairbanks, Alaska  99701 
 
Tim Lohmer 
P.O. Box 75222 
Fairbanks, Alaska  99707 
 
Bruce and Judy Martin 
Frostbite Maintenance 
P.O. Box 81892 
Fairbanks, Alaska  99708 
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James Moore 
P.O. Box 61380 
Fairbanks, Alaska  99706 
 
Frank Moss 
P.O. Box 60526 
Fairbanks, Alaska  99706 
 
Mike Nichols 
c/o Caribou Lodge 
General Delivery 
Talkeetna, Alaska  99676 
 
Camilla Spicer 
142 Sinclair Street 
Port Charlotte, Florida  33952 
 
Kirk Sweetsir 
P.O. Box 84107 
Fairbanks, Alaska  99708 
 
Henrik Wessel 
P.O. Box 80285 
Fairbanks, Alaska  99708 
 
Ben Colbert 
P.O. Box 83178 
Fairbanks, Alaska  99708 
 
Jon Korta 
P.O. Box 355 
Galena, Alaska  99741 
 
Andrew George 
2240 Determination 
Fairbanks, Alaska  99712 
 
Native Village of Ruby 
P.O. Box 12 
Ruby, Alaska  99768 
 
Dineega Corporation 
P.O. Bopx 68028 
Fairbanks, Alaska  99768 
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Doyon, Limited 
1 Doyon Place, Suite 300 
Fairbanks, Alaska  99701 
 
Yukon River Lodge 
Sam and Tamara Clark 
P.O. Box 68049 
Ruby, Alaska  99768 
 
Ned Rozell 
P.O. Box 84598 
Fairbanks, Alaska,   99708 
 
Ed Plumb 
725 Goldfinger Road 
Fairbanks, Alaska  99709 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Alaska Regional Office 
1011 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska  99503 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Nowitna National Wildlife Refuge 
P.O. Box 287, Mail Stop 525 
Galena, Alaska  99741 
 
Jerry Pitka 
P.O. Box 27 
Galena, Alaska  99741 
 
Wolf Hebel 
P.O. Box 60823 
Ruby, Alaska  99768 
 
Fairbanks Daily News Miner 
P.O. Box 70710 
Fairbanks, Alaska  99707 
 
Susan Shultz 
Dan Veerhusen 
P.O. Box 971 
Halibut Cove, Alaska  99603 
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State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Mining, Land and Water 
Northern Region 
3700 Airport Way 
Fairbanks, Alaska  99709 
 
State of Alaska 
Department of Transportation  
  and Public Facilities 
 Attn:  Rose Greenblatt 
2301 Peger Road 
Fairbanks, Alaska  99709 
 




