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Proposed Action: 	 Approve the continued mining and use of the mineral material pit 
at MP 223 of the Dalton Highway. 

Date of Proposed Action: 	 August 2012 through December 20 15 

Location: 	 Dalton Highway Mile Post 223 
T .35N., R.lOW., Sec. 9, Fairbanks Meridian 

Applicant: 	 Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
(ADOT&PF) 

Serial Number: 	 FF093022 

Description of Proposed Action: 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) has submitted a 
request to reauthori ze the existing mineral materi al site at Dalton Highway mile post 223, to 
conduct road maintenance projects along the Dalton Highway through 2015. The previously 
approved ADOT& PF mineral material pit encompassed about 20 acres west o f the Dalton 
Highway. All that is currentl y left consists of one large stockpile of materi al in the Dietrich 
Ri ver and two much smaller piles of rip rap just a little south of the main stockpile. ADOT& PF 
proposes to stay within this prev iously approved permit boundary. Figures 2 and 3 show the 
previously approved pit boundar y according to the Master Title Plat. 

Access to the mineral material site would be from the Dalton Highway. 

Equipment to be used at the mineral materi al site is best described as standard excavating 
equipment. This includes bulldozers, front end loaders, excavators, dump trucks (side or be lly 
dump), crushing and screening equipment, and support equipment for maintenance and refueling. 

http://www.blm.gov/ak


 

There may also be a processing or sorting plant on site to sort the usable material from the waste 

material. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1: The ADOT&PF mineral material site. 
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Figure 2: MTP of the project area. 
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Figure 3: MTP zoom of material s ite previously approved boundaries 

Operations will li kely be conducted 12-24 hours a day during the mining at the material site. 
The noise and dust wi ll probably be noticeable along the Dalton Highway. Since the material is 
a stockpile in the middle of the river, an access road must be constructed to the pile. It was 
suggested that an ice road might be used, but it will proposed when the project to use the pile 
starts in 2013-2014. 

The mineral material s ite will be authorized for use by ADOT&PF for the approximately 65,000 
cubic yards of material that is in the current stockpi Ie. When ADOT&PF prepares to go out for 
bid to conduct the re moval of this stockpile, they wi ll be required to submit for approval and 
possible NEPA analysis the mining plan submitted by their selected contractor. Mining will not 
start until the contractors mining plan is reviewed and approved by the BLM. The following is 
from ADOT&PF and is the material that they require from their contracto rs, prior to hiring them 
to mine the material sites. The parts of this that are relevant to this stockpile wi ll be the General 
Information and Access Roads, Work Pads and Facilities sections 

ADOTPF General Information 

These general development guidelines apply to Alaska Department ofTransportation and 
Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) material sites, and are incorporated into its material sale 
contracts, agreements, and free use permits with State, Federal and private land owner 



agencies. These guidelines may be modified when sufficient information is available f or 
development of site-specific mining and reclamation guidelines. These guidelines are 
subject to any site specific and/or project specific conditions and stipulations required by 
specific sales contracts, use agreements, and project pennits. 
ADOT&PF geotechnical reports and material site information are located at the Alaska 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities office at 
2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, Alaska 99709. 

Cell Development 
Develop material sites in cells. Cell development is intended to facilitate systematic 
extraction of materials; put materials to highest and best use; and reclaim areas 
concurrent with development, thereby avoiding large un-reclaimed areas. Cells will 
generally be 5 acres and developed sequentially. However, as noted below, the presence 
offrozen ground within a site requiring natura/thawing ofmateria/may result in 
multiple cells under development at a given time. 

Buffers 
Buffers are generally provided within material site boundaries to provide a barrier 
between mining activity and adjacent land uses. Btif.fer widths vary. Other than 
disturbance required to create access to the mining area, manage activities to eliminate 
disturbance within buffers. Mining and overburden storage areas, work pads, stockpile 
locations or other developments will not be located within buffers. 

Access Roads, Work Pads and Facilities 
Locate access roads to provide sight distances on approached roadways that are equal 
or greater than minimum stopping sight distances calculated from signed traffic speeds 
and local road grades. 

Access to the material site and a work pad will remain at the end of individual projects 
for future use f or crushing, screening and stockpiling material. When possible, this .,vork 
pad will be at least 5 acres. Once the entire material site is depleted, the work pad and 
access road will be reclaimed and the pit closed out. 

Remove all f acilities and equipment after use. Garbage, trash or other items (e.g. 
guardrail, concrete, etc.) will not be disposed of within the site. 

Mining Method 
Mining and processing method selection is at the discretion of the contractor or user. 
Contractors or users are responsible for visiting and inspecting the site, and reviewing 
available site information prior to equipment or mining method selection, and 
development of a Project Mining and Reclamation Plan specific to each ADOT&PF 
proj ect. 

Sites with unconsolidated deposits 
Generally, these sites contain unconsolidated deposits of silt, sand an.d gravel. Stan.dard 
excavation techniques are generally adequate f or development and m.ining. Depending 



on contractor or user preference and project timing, blasting, excavation equipment, or 

natural thawing may be employed to loosen frozen material. Ifa contractor or user 

elects to use natural thawing, multiple cells may be stripped and excavated concurrently. 


Mining Plan 

Mining will take place following the same basic principals for each cell: 


1. 	 Survey and mark material site and buffer boundaries in the area to be rnined prior 
to breaking ground. 

2. 	 Windrow or stockpile stujace vegetation and organic soils for use in reclamation 
adjacent to the buffers, as shown in the attached maps. 

3. 	 Windrow or stockpile overburden adjacent to the vegetation and organic soils, or 
preferably use directly for reclamation ofpreviously mined areas. 

4. 	 Minimize stockpiling overburden where it will need moving during future 

stripping. 


5. 	 Conserve materialforfuture mining by not placing overburden stockpiles on top 
ofmaterial that can be mined in the future. 

6. 	 Conduct rnining activities to put materials to their highest and best use. 
7. 	 The side slopes of the active pit should not be steeper than 1:1 so stockpiled 

berms do not fall or slough into the active pit. 
8. 	 All mining and stockpiling activities shall be in accordance with applicable 

Construction General Permits (CGP) and Storm Water Pollution Prevention 
Plans (SWPPP). 

Reclamation Plan 
The reclamation plan has several general objectives: 
1. 	 Not to disturb previously reclaimed areas. 
2. 	 To merge with previous reclamation and surrounding topography. 
3. 	 To prevent erosion and sediment transport to surrounding, undisturbed areas. 
4. 	 To allow reestablishment ofnative vegetation, and development ofwildlife 


habitat. 

5. 	 To leave the site in a safe condition that does not endanger people or wildlife. 
6. 	 Not to preclude or unduly hinder future developrnent ofun-mined areas. 
7. 	 All reclamation activities will be in accordance with applicable CGP and 


SWPPP. 


Reclaim cells as soon as practical after depletion. Also pe1jorm concurrent 
reclamation ofdisturbed areas to the extent possible as part of the active project. 
Reclamation activities will include: 
1. 	 Reclaim slopes along the material site boundaries, or where future development is 

not anticipated. 
2. 	 Grade slopes above the water table to 3(H):1(V), or flaller. 
3. 	 Grade slopes within 30 f eet of the shore in areas that are either underwater or 

expected to be underwater, to provide shallow water habitat, with water depth 
less than three feet. 

4. 	 Spread available organic soils over re-graded side slopes. Spread available 
vegetative material over the organic soils to aid reestablishment ofnative species. 



5. 	 Contact agencies to determine site-specific seeding and fert ilizer requirements. 
6. 	 Grade the pit floor or pad to a flat or gently sloping shape, and remove all 

equipment and non-native debris and waste. Grade slopes above the water table 
and adjacent to areas off uture production to l (H): l (V) or flatter. Overburden or 
organic material need not be re-spread on these slopes. 

7. 	 Reclaim. the active work area and renwve or reclaim access roads once the site is 
depleted. 

8. 	 Where not covered by the above iterns, or typical sections, final contouring and 
grading pond margins will occur in accordance with the appropriate sections of 
the State ofAlaska Department ofFish and Game Technical Report 93-9, North 
Slope Gravel Pit Pe1formance Guidelines. 

Reclamation activities will follow these general guidelines: 
I . 	 Grade overburden or unusable material piles after each use to slopes of 

3(H):J(V), or fla tter. 
2. 	 Reclaim pit or quarry walls where future development is not anticipated at the 

end ofeach project, as long as access to the working faces or benches is not 
impacted. Grade pit or quarry walls to 2(H):l(V) or fla tter. Stockpiled 
overburden or unusable material can be usedfor grading. 

3. 	 Spread available organic soils over re-graded slopes. Spread available 
vegetative material over the organic soils to aid reestablishm.ent ofnative species. 

4. 	 Contact agencies to determine site-specific seeding and f ertilizer requirements. 
5. 	 At the end ofeach use, un-reclaimed faces shall be scaled of loose and dangerous 

rock so the faces are Left in a condition such that they will not collapse or allow 
loose rock that presents a safety hazard to fall from therr1. 

6. 	 A pit or quarry wall is exempt fronl the requirements of2-4 ofthis section if the 
steepness of the wall makes them impracticable or impossible to accomplish. 

7. 	 After each use, the pit floor or pad will be graded to a f lat or gently sloping 
shape, and the contractor or user will renwve all equipment and non-native 
debris and waste. 

8. 	 Reclaim the active work area and remove or reclaim access roads once the site is 
deple ted. 

Project Mining and Reclamation Plan 
Prior to use of the site f or any project, the contractor or user shall submit a detailed 
Project Mining and Reclcunation Plan, in accordance with A.S. 27. 19, 11 AA C 97 and 
the project contract documents for approval by both the land owner agency and 
ADOT&PF. 

The Project Mining and Reclamation Plan, by sketch map and narrative describes the 
proposed method ofoperation and must comply with the conditions outlined above. 
After approval of this plan, it will be followed by the coni ractor or user and if 
applicable, the ADOT&PF Project Engineer. Revisions to the plan require approval 
of the ADOT&PF and, ifapplicable, the regulatory agencies having jurisdiction. 



In general, all data should be shown graphically unless it can be better described in 
the accompanying narrative. Section and profile drawings should be used as 
appropriate. Proj ect Mining and Reclamation Plans should contain the following as 
appropriate: 

Sketch Maps 
Sketch rnaps shall have a scale sufficient for clarity under field conditions and should 
not be overly complex or inflexible. Items to be shown on sketch maps, when 
appropriate, shall include: 
1. Site boundary (including monumentation and demarcation); 
2. Existing access route; 
3. Proposed working limits to be marked on the ground; 
4. Development stages; 
5. Approximate contours before and after excavation; 
6. High and low water lines; 
7. Vegetation lines and type of vegetation, screens and dimensions; 
8. Material stockpiling areas; 
9. Overburden and reject stockpiling areas; 
10. Other planned features, such as port-a-potties, offices, processing plants, 

temporary housing, well(s), weigh scales, explosive storage facilities, etc; 
11. Final slope ratios and site drainage measures including grade and, when 

appropriate, day-lighting ditches or stream diversions; 
12. Scale ofdrawing, North arrow, and specific dimensions as appropriate. 

Narrative 
The mining and reclamation plan narrative may be made part ofthe sketch map or 
may be attached to the sketch map as conditions allow. Items to be addressed in the 
narrative shall include: 
I . Methods ofoperation; 
2. Length and times ofoperation (day, month, year, and working hours); 
3. Air and water pollution control measures; 
4. Rehabilitation measures. 
5. Blasting plan ifapplicable, detailing explosive and detonation types, onsite storage 

and duration ofblasting. 

Land Use Plan Conformance 

Land Use Plan Name: Utility Corridor Management Plan 
Date Approved/Amended: January ll , 1991 

The proposed action fal ls within the Utility Corridor Resource Management Plan prepared by 
BLM. Mineral material extraction is addressed specifically on Pg. 2-108 of the Utility Corridor 
RMP, "Mineral material (gravel) sales would be allowed throughout the planning area with 
certain safeguards for specific areas (e .g., within the Jim Ri ver and Prospect Creek floodplains 
and the Ivishak River ACEC)." 



Compliance with NEPA: 

The Proposed Action is categorically excluded from further documentation under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with 516 OM 11.9 (E9), which states, 
" Renewals and assignments of leases, permits, or rights-of-way where no additional ri ghts are 
conveyed beyond those granted by the original authorizations." 

The proposed action must be screened against the extraordinary circumstances fo und in 43 CFR 
46.215and listed below. Any "yes" finding requires that an Environmental Assessment or 
Environmental Impact Statement be prepared for the Proposed Action. 



EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES 

YES NO 

l ) May have significant impacts on public health or safety. X 
2) May have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic 
characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge lands; 
wi lderness areas; wild or scenic ri vers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal 
drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executi ve Order 11 990); 
floodplains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; and 
other ecologically significant or critical areas. 

X 

3) May have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved 
conflicts concerning alternative uses of avail able resources. 

X 

4) May have highl y uncertain and potentiall y significant environmental effects or 
involve unique or unknown environmental risks. 

X 

5) Might establish a precedent for future action or represent a decisi.on in principle 
about future actions with Q_otentially significant environmental effects. 

X 

6) May have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insigni ficant but 
cumulatively significant environmental effects. 

X 

7) May have s ignificant impacts on properties li sted, or eligible fo r listing, on the 
National Register of Historic Places as determined by either the bureau or office. 

X 

8) May have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the 
List of Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on 
designated Critical Habitat fo r these species. 

X 

9) Might violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement 
imposed fo r the protection of the environment. 

X 

I0) May have a disproportionately high and adverse e ffect on low income or 
minority populations (Executi ve Order 12898). 

X 

I I) Might limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands 
by Indian re ligious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical 
integrity of such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007). 

X 

12) Could contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious 
weeds or non-native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may 
promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species 
(Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112). 

X 



u/z.o /tz.. 

Recommendation 

I have fo und that the Proposed Action is compatible with the Utility Corridor Resource 
Management Plan, and is an action that can be categorically excluded. The Proposed Action 
does not trigger any of the Extraordinary C ircumstances found in 516 OM Chapter 2, Appendix 
2. I recommend that the Proposed Action be allowed and that an Environmental Assessment o r 
Environmental Impact Statement is not needed. 

Concurrence 

I concur that the above action is in conformance with the Utility Corridor Resource Management 
Plan, does no t meet any of the extraordinary circumstances, and qualifies as a Categorical 
Exclusion. 

Date 
an 0 er 

Central tkon Field Office 

Contact Person 
For additional information concerning this CX rev iew, contact Darrel YandeWeg, Geologi t, 
Central Yukon Fie ld Office, at 907-474-2325. 



Decision for Categorical Exclusion DOI-BLM-AK-03000-2012-0048-CX 
for ADOT &PF Mineral Material Pit Renewal 

Decision 
It is my decision to approve the continued operation of a mineral material site located near mile 
post 223 of the Dalton Highway (T.35N., R.IOW., Sec. 9, Fairbanks Meridian) as described as 
the proposed action in categorical exclusion DOI-BLM-AK-03000-2012-0048-CX. A mineral 
material free use permit will be issued to the State of Alaska, Department of Transportation and 
Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) for a period of 5 years in accordance with the regu lations found in 
43 CFR 3600 and pursuant to Title 3 of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976. 
The permit will be renewable. 

Stipulations 
The fo llowing stipulations w ill apply to this action: 

Site-Specific Stipulations for Free Use Appl ication and Permit for Mineral Material Permit# FF
93022: 

I . 	 The permittee/contractor will submit a detailed mining plan to BLM at least 30 days prior 
to start up for review and approval. The plan will include: 
• A map showing pit boundary, working face, stock piles, access to the pit 
• A detai led description of how the gravel will be extracted 
• Cross-section sketch of the current pit 
• 	 Method(s) for mining that will not cause unnecessary and undue degradation of the 

gravel resource (best mining practices) 
• The types and number of equipment to be used on the project 
• 	 Location of fuel storage on site (types of fue l tanks, fue ling equipment, and quantity of 

fuel to be stored on site) 
• 	 Equipment fue ling plans (how fueling will be accomplished, where equipment wi ll be 

fueled, and fue l spill plans) 
• Location of crew lodging faci li ties , if located on BLM land 
• 	 Location of other construction material stored on site 
• 	 Plans for human and solid waste disposaJ 

2. 	 S urface water flow will be d iverted around the excavated pit to protect the water qua lity 
of the area. 

3. 	 The contractor/permittee will not conduct any ground-disturbing activities in areas where 
the BLM has identified federa ll y listed sensiti ve plants occurri ng. 

4. 	 Maintain a LOO foot buffer along any creeks that flow through the pit. Maintain a 50
foot-wi de buffer along the remaining site perimeter. Buffers will remain undisturbed. 



5. 	 Overburden and vegetation will be stockpiled separately on the perimeter of pit, adjacent 
to the 50 foot buffer. Storage of these materials will be in a manner that mjnimizes loss 
through erosion and allows for use in reclamation. 

6. 	 Unused and unneeded areas within the permitted area wi ll be reclaimed prior to opening 
new areas within the same permitted area. 

7. 	 BLM staff will provide input to the permittee/contractor's mining and rec lamation 
plan(s), when received 30 days in advance, in an effort to speed soil and vegetative 
recovery. 

8. 	 If the permittee/contractor chooses to have their e mployees camp on BLM land, a permit 
wi ll be needed for camping. A permit request must be submitted to the BLM no less then 
90 days prior to the start of work to allow for the time needed to process the camping 
permit. 

9. 	 The permittee/contractor shall prominentl y mark the work area boundary. 

10. The permittee/contractor shall not expand or work outside of the area permitted under 
thi s authorization. 

11 . Activities shall be conducted in such a manner as to not cause damage or disturbance to 
any historical or archaeological sites and artifacts. The Antiquities Act ( 1906), 
Archaeological Resources Protection Act ( 1979), Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act ( 1976), and general United States property laws and regulations, all prohibit the 
appropriation, excavation, damage, or destruction of any historic or prehistoric ru in or 
monument, or any other object of antiquity situated on lands owned or controlled by the 
United States (16 USC 470; 16 USC 432; 43 U.S. 1733(a); 18 U.S.C. 1361; 18 U.S. C. 
641 ; 43 CFR 8365. 1). Such items include both prehistoric stone tools and sites, as well as 
historic log cabins, remnants of such structures, refuse dumps , and other such features. 
Should any such site be discovered during the permitted activity, the permittee should 
avoid impacting such materials, and immediately notify the authorized officer. 

12. The permittee/contractor shall pay all the costs, as determjned by the BLM archeologist, 
associated w ith the evaluation and mitigation of the paleontologic and cu ltural resources. 

13. The permittee/contractor shall slope the side of the active work pit to prevent erosion and 
provide for the safety of humans and animals. 

14. The permittee/contractor slope the pit floor to prevent erosion or create ponds to prevent 
the degradation of the water quality of adjacent streams. 

15. The BLM and the permittee/contractor wi ll develop the amount of ferti li zer and seeding 
mixtures to be used when reclaiming the disturbed areas of this site as determined 
necessary at the time of pit closure. 



16. A site Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan (SPCC) shall be written for the 
site if the amount of petroleum products stored or potential to store exceeds I ,320 
gallons. The plan wi ll be submitted to the Authorized Officer Representati ve (Darre l 
VandeWeg) fo r review and approval prior to storage of petroleum products greater than 
1,320 gallons. 

17. Transportation and storage of petroleum, oil and lu bricants (POLs) shall be handled in a 
manner to ensure the products minimize the effects to the environment and human health. 
Gasoline, diesel, oils, greases and hydraulic fluids are a few of the most common POLs. 
Al l contai ners that are transferred to remote locations for everyday operations are to be 
stored within a conta inment area which has been constructed to contain 110% of the 
volume of the largest container. The containment area should be lined with an 
impermeable liner which is free of cracks or gaps and sufficiently impervious to contain 
leaks or spill s. The containers shall be covered to eliminate the collection of rai nwater 
within the containment area throughout the storage period. 

18. Transfer of POLs to equipment shall be completed in a secure manner to minimize the 
possibi li ty of contamination to the surrounding environment. At a minimum POL type 
absorbent pads shall be placed under the location to catch overflow or assist the operator 
in containing a spill , if one occurs. Fuel storage within 100 feet of a water body should 
be avoided where possible. If a refueling site is within 100 feet of a water body the 
ho lder shall exercise caution to ensure no release of POLs. Equipment that has been 
identified as having a fluid leak should have a drip basin under the leak area to ensure no 
re lease to the surrounding environment. 

19. All hazardous materials storage containers must be labeled w ith the fo llowing 
information: Permittee's/contractor's name, conte nts of the container (name of the 
product that you put in the container, if not in the original container from the 
man ufacturer), date the product was purchased/put in the container. (e.g. No rthern 
Guides, Diesel Fuel, 2009) 

20. Equipment repair by the permittee/contractor is allowed on the basis of the necessity to 
operate equipment on the s ite located within thi s permit. Equipment repai r that has the 
potential to release fluids should be completed over an impermeable liner to ensure fl uid 
migration to the environment does not occur. 

2 1. All spills shall be contained and cleaned up as soon as the release has been identified. 
The release of POLs to any water body is to be reported to the Alaska Department of 
Environmental Conservation (ADEC) as soon as the person has knowledge of the release 
(i n Fairbanks 457-212 1 or l -800-478-9300 outside normal business hours). Within 48 
hours of a spill on public lands the permittee/contractor shall contact the Authorized 
Officer Representative, Darrel VandeWeg (907-474-2325) or Rebecca Hile (907-474
237 1) 

22. Attracting wildlife to food and garbage is prohibited. The permittee/contractor shall keep 
garbage or other wildlife attractants secured while awaiting their use or incineration. 



Specificall y, it is recommend that they use bear-proof containers, elevated caches or, 
where possible, suspend attractants from a tree or structure 10 feet up in the ai r and 12 
feet away from the tree if attractants are stored on site. 

23. 	Wildli fe will not be harassed by the permittee/contractor, any of their employees or 
contractors. 

24. Under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) it is illegal for anyone to " take" migratory 
birds, the ir nests, or their eggs . Destruction of active bird nests, eggs, or nestlings that 
can result from spring and summer vegetation clearing, grubbing, and other site 
preparation and construction acti vities would violate the MTBA. The recommended time 
frame for avoiding vegetation clearing is in Interior Alaska is May l-July 15. 

25. The permittee/contractor is responsible for familiarizing him/herself and affiliates with 
the identification o f invasive plant species that may occur in the area. The 
permittee/contractor will promptl y report to the BLM, the location and extent any 
invasive plant infestati ons observed at, or near, the permitted mineral site . 

26. Burial of garbage on public lands is not authorized. All solid waste (garbage), including 
incinerated ash shall be removed by the permittee/contractor from public lands and 
disposed of in an Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC) approved 
waste disposal facility, unless otherwise specified. Solid waste combustibles may be 
incinerated in a contained and controlled manner. 

27. Areas of operation shall be kept in a neat and sanitary condition at all times. Specific 
written instructions will be provided by the authorized officer's representati ve should it 
be required. 

28. The permittee/contractor will fo llow the best management practices for dust abatement to 
keep dust at an acceptable level. 

29. The federal government shall not be he ld responsible for protection of the 
permittee/contractors structures or their personal property from wi ld fi re. T he 
permittee/contractors will be he ld financiall y responsible for any actions or acti vity that 
results in a wildfire. Costs associated with wildfire include but are not limited to; 
Damage to natural resources and costs assoc iated w ith suppression action taken on the 
fire. 

30. Permittee/contractor will meet with BLM staff fo r a clear understanding of what the 
visual resource management objecti ves are prior to start of project. 

a. 	 Best Management Practices (i.e. graveling, watering) w ill be used to reduce 
fugitive dust along access roads during mining and hauling. 

b. 	 Ln consultation with BLM, any perennially flooded areas of the pit floo r will be 
reclaimed to create wetland habitat as described in the North S lope Gravel P it 



Performance Guidelines (Alaska Department of Fish & Game Technical 
Report No. 93-9) booklet under the section: Non-floodplain Material Sites. 

c. 	 In an effort to lessen visual impacts, heavy equ ipment used in association with 
the material extraction operations will be well hidden from view during the life 
of the material extraction project. 

31. Permjttee/contractor will meet with BLM Staff at the end of the life cycle of the material 
extraction project prior to final reclamation to define final configuration of the material 
extraction site. 

32. Evidence of the Public Land Survey System (PLSS) and related Federal property 
boundaries will be identified and protected prior to commencement of any ground
disturbing activity. This will be accomplished by contacting BLM Cadastral Survey to 
coordinate data research, evidence examination and evaluation, and locating, referencing 
or protecting monuments of the PLSS and related land boundary markers from 
destruction. In the event of obliteration or disturbance of the Federal boundary evidence 
the responsible party shall immediately report the incident, in writing, to the Authorizing 
Official. BLM Cadastral Survey will determjne how the marker is to be restored. The 
responsible party shall pay for all survey, investigation, penalties, and admjnistrative 
costs. 

33. Any survey information that is conducted prior to and/or fo llowing mining of thi s site 
wi ll be shared with the BLM Cadastral Survey. 

Rationale 
l . 	 Renew the existing mineral material site is needed for this area to remove the material 

stockpile from the middle of Dietrich River. 
2. 	 The material needed from this mineral material pit will be used for a large ADOT&PF 

project and continued maintenance of the Dalton Highway. 
3. 	 There are no anticipated impacts to cu ltu ral resources. See attachment# l. 
4. 	 The Proposed Action will not significantly restrict subsistence uses. See attach ment# 2. 
5. 	 The proposed action is assigned the EFH determination: will not affect, and no further 

EFH consu ltation is required. See attachment # 3. 

Contact Person 
For additional information concerning this CX review and decision, contact Darrel VandeWeg, 
Geologist, Central Yukon Field Office, at 907-474-2325. 



Appeal Procedures 
This decis ion may be appealed to the Interior Board o f Land Appeals, Office of Hearings and 
Appeals ,in accordance with 43 CFR Part 4 and DOl Form 1842-l. The notice of appeal must be 
filed in the Bureau of Land Management Central Yukon Field Office (al the above address) 
within 30 days from receipt of this decision. 



Attachment# 1 


Fairbanks District Office, Bureau of Land Management 


ASSESSMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORIC RESOURCES 
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i
1 

9/24112 
Date I

I 

Location: 
Utility CorTidor, Dalton Highway . 

Description of Proposed Action: 
The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Fac ilities (ADOT&PF) has submitted a request to 
reauthori ze the existing mine ral mate ri al site at Dalton Highway mile post 223, to conduct road 
maintenance projects along the Dalton Highway through 20 15. The previously approved ADOT&PF 
mineral mate rial pit encompassed about 20 acres west of the Dalton Highway. Al l that is currently left 
cons ists o f one large stockpile of material in the Dietrich Rive r and two much smaller pi les of rip rap j ust 
a little south of the main stockpile. ADOT&PF proposes to stay with in this previously approved permit 
boundary. Figures 2 and 3 show the previously approved pit boundary according to the Master T itle Plat. 

Access to the minera l materia l s ite would be from the Dalton Hi ghway. 

Equipment to be used at the mineral material site is best described as standard excavating equipment. 
This includes bulldozers, front end loaders, exca vators, dump trucks (side or be lly dump), crushi ng and 
screening equipment, and support equipment for maintenance and refueling. There may also be a 
processing or sorting plant o n site to sort the usable material from the waste mate rial. 
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Figure 1. The ADOT&PF mineral material site. 

Figure 2. MTP of the project area. 
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AKDOT&PF 

Material Site 

Figure 3. MTP zoom of materi al site previously approved boundaries 

Operations wil l likely be conducted 12-24 hours a day during the mining at the material site. The noise 
and dust will probably be noticeable along the Dalton Highway. Since the material is a stockpi le in the 
middle o f the river, an access road must be constructed to the pile. It was suggested that an ice road 
might be used, but it will proposed when the project to use the pile starts in 20 13-20 14. 

The mineral material s ite will be authorized for use by ADOT&PF for the approx imate ly 65,000 cubic 
yards of material that is in the current stockpile. When ADOT&PF prepares to go out for bid to conduct 
the removal of this stockpi le, they wil l be required to submit for approval and possible NEPA analysis the 
mining plan submitted by the ir selected contractor. Mining will not start until the contractors mining plan 
is reviewed and approved by the BLM. The following is from ADOT&PF and is the mate rial that they 
require from the ir contractors, prior to hiring them to mine the material si tes. 

lOFFICE REVIEW 

Results of Office Review and Recommendation 
T he proposed act ion is confined to an acti ve floodplain and has little probabil ity of significantl y 
impacting cultural resources. As such, the proposed undertaking is accounted for by inclusion of the 
attached stipu lation. It is recommended that the proposed action proceed with no further Section I06 
review. 



FIELD EXAMINATION 


Description of the area surveyed 
NA 

Survey methodology 
NA 

Results of survey. 
NA 

RESULTS 


Anticipated impacts to cultural resources 
None 

National Register eligibility 

Conclusions & Recommendations 
Upon insertion of the stipulations li sted below, no significant impacts to cultural resources are 
anticipated as a resul t of the proposed action, and it is recommended that the undertaking proceed. 

I .) 	 Acti vities shall be conducted in such a manner as to not cause damage or disturbance to any historical or 
archaeological sites and artifacts. The Antiquities Act ( 1906), Arc haeological Resources Protection Act 
( 1979), Federal Land Policy and Management Act ( 1976), and general United States property Jaws and 
regulations, all prohibit the appropriation, excavation, damage, or destruction of any hi storic or 
prehistoric ruin or monume nt, or any other object of antiquity s ituated on lands owned or controlled by 
the United States ( 16 USC 470; 16 USC 432; 43 U.S. 1733(a); 18 U.S.C. 136 1; 18 U.S.C. 64 1; 43 CFR 
8365. 1 ). Such ite ms include both prehistoric stone tools and sites, as well as historic log cabins, 
remnants of such structures, re fuse dumps, and other such features. Should any such site be discovered 
during the permitted acti vity, the permittee should avoid impacting such materi als, and immediately 
notify the Authorized Office r. 

William H. Hedman, Archeologist 
BLM-FDO CYFO 



Attachment# 2 

Compliance with ANILCA §810 


NEPA Document No.: DOI-BLM-AK-03000-2012-0048-CX 
Applicant(s): Alaska Department of T ransportation and Public Faci lities 
Proposed Action: The BLM proposes to approve the continued mining and use of the mineral 
material pit at mi le post 223 of the Dalton Highway. 
Location: West of the Dalton Highway at mile post 223 
Township/Range: T . 35N, R. lOW, Fairbanks Meridian 
Evaluation by: Merben R. Cebrian 
Date: 19 September 20 12 
Type of Assessment I Sources: Review of application materials, subsistence database, local 
knowledge, and interviews with staff knowledgeable of the area and the proposed action. 

Effect of the proposal on subsistence uses and needs: 
Fisheries: The proposed action would not significantly reduce harvestable fi sheries resources in 
fi sh bearing streams w ithin the project area. Though the Dietrich River contains a grayling 
population, adeq uate protections are stipulated (i.e. stream buffers) to minimize impacts to water, 
fi sh habitat and ultimately fish species. Therefo re, the proposed action also would not alter the 
distribution, migration or location of harvestable fisheries resources. The proposed action wi ll 
not create any legal or physical barriers that would limit access by subsistence users of the 
fi sheries resource. 
Wi ld life: The proposed action is to occur in Game Management Unit (GMU) 24A. The 
proposed action may cause localized disturbance to caril;lOu and other wildlife when human 
activity is present. However, big game will likely just avo id the area when human activity in the 
mineral pit is present. Therefore, the proposed action wi ll not have a significant effect on 
subsistence uses and needs. 
Other resources: The proposed action will not significantly affect other harvestable resources 
such as berries, willows, firewood, and spruce roots. Current practices are considered adequate 
to meet subsistence needs. Therefore, thi s alternative w ill have no significant effect on 
subs istence uses and needs. 

Expected reduction, if any, in the availability of resources due to alteration in resource 
distribution, migration, or location: None. The app licant plans to stay w ithin the previous ly 
approved boundary of the proposed action. Big game are highl y mobile and w ill likely avoid the 
specific area of the mineral pit when human activity is present. 

Expected limitation, if any, in the access of subsistence users resulting from the proposal: 
None. The proposed action w ill not limit access to subsistence resources by subsistence users. 

Availability of other lands, if any, for the purpose sought to be achieved: None. Lands 
available for the purposes of the applicant are on BLM lands that are within the Dalton Highway 
corridor. There are no other lands considered by the applicant for the intended purposes. 



Other alternatives, if any, which would reduce or eliminate the use, occupancy, or 
disposition of public lands needed for subsistence purposes: The only alternati ve that would 
reduce or e liminate the use, occupancy, or disposition o f public lands needed for subsistence 
purposes is to not allow or permit any activities that conflict with subsistence uses. However, 
such an alternati ve is not viable because the BLM manages public lands for mul tiple uses. 
Finding: The proposed action will not signif icantly restrict subsistence uses. Access to 
subsistence resources will not be hampered by the proposed activity. There is no reasonably 
foreseeable significant decrease in the abundance of harvestable resource and in the distribution 
of harvestable resources due to the proposed action. 



Attachment# 3 

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT ASSESSMENT 

For the purposes of this environmental assessment, essential fish habitat means those waters and 
substrate necessary for salmon for spawning, breeding, feeding, or growth to maturity 
(Magnuson-Stevens Act, 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq). For the purpose of interpreting the definition of 
essential fish habitat: Waters include aquatic areas and their associated physical, chemical, and 
biological properties that are used by salmon and may include aquatic areas historically used by 
salmon where appropriate; substrate includes sediment, hard bottom, structures underlying the 
waters, and associated biological communities; necessary means the habitat required to support a 
sustainable fishery and the managed species contribution to a healthy ecosystem; and spawning, 
breeding, feeding, or growth to maturity covers a species full life cycle. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) recognizes fresh waters cataloged as being used 
by salmon under AS 41.14.870 (Cata log of Waters Important for the Spawning, Rearing or 
Migration ofAnadromous Fishes) as essential fish habitat. No waterbodies in the proposed area 
fit this criteria (ADF&G 20 12). The proposed action is anticipated to have no impact on essential 
fish habitat. 

EFH Finding: No anadromous species are present in the project area so the effects on EFH are 
expected to be nonexistent in the area encompassed by this permit. Based on this fact, the 
proposed action is assigned the EFH determination: will not affect, and no further EFH 
consultation is required. 

Is/ David Esse Date: 9/5/ 12 
Fisheries Biologist 
Central Yukon Field Office 

References: 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game. 2012. Fish Distribution Database. Internet website at: 
http//www.sf.adfg.state.ak.us/SARR/FishDistrib!PDFListing/int/wisb l .pdf. 



Attachment# 4 

Executive Orders 11988 (Floodplains) 
and 11990 (Wetlands) Conformance Record 

Date: September 5, 2012 

Evaluation by: David Esse Fisheries Biologist 

Procedures to be followed in applying EO 11988 and 11 990 are set forth in Part II (p. 17) o f the 

Water Resources Council Guidelines (43 FR 6030, Feb 10, 1978) as adopted in OM 520, 

Sections 1.5 C. and 1.8. 

Step 1: Is the proposed action within the base (100-year) floodplain or wetland area? Yes, 

the proposed action occurs within the floodplain of the Dietrich Ri ver. 

a . 	 Does the proposed action have the potential to result in adverse effects or result in 

incompatible development which would cause harm to the floodplain or wetland? 

No, stream buffers will be used around waterbodies which wi ll protect wetland and 

floodplain functionality. 

** If the answer to (1a) is No then the proposa l is considered as meeting the intent of 

Executive Orders (11988 and 11990) and therefore no further evaluation is required . 

Step 2: Was the public provided notice of the intent to locate the proposed action within a 
floodplain/wetland? 

a. Did the public notice provide adequate information, opportunity for review and 
comment, and an accounting for the rationale for proposed actions affecting 
floodplains? 
b. Method of Notice: 
c. Date of Notice: 

Step 3: List the practicable alternatives to be evaluated which would avoid locating the 
proposed action in the floodplain/wetland. 

a . Alternative site(s) must be identified and the practicality of such sites evaluated. 

b. Alternative action(s) must be considered before a decision is made to carry out an 
action in the base floodplain. 

c. 	 No action. 

Step 4: Identify impacts of the proposed action. 
a. Positive and negative impacts: 



b. Concentrated and dispersed impacts: 

c. Short and long term impacts: 

Step 5: Requirements of the Order to minimize, restore, and preserve if the proposed action 
will result in harm to or within the floodplain/wetland. 

a. Minimize. How does the agency propose to reduce harm to the smallest possible 
degree? 

b. Restore. If the proposed site has been previously disturbed due to prior action(s), 
how does the agency propose to reestablish an environment in which the natural and 
beneficial floodplain/wetland values can again operate? (Restore as defined in the WRC 

Guidelines). 

c. Preserve. How does the agency propose to design or modify the proposed action to 
assure that it will be carried out in a manner which preserves as much of the natural 
and beneficial floodplain/wetland values as is possible? (Preserve as defined in the WRC 

Guidelines) 

Step 6: Reevaluation of alternatives - having identified the impacts the proposed action 
would have on the floodplain/wetland (step 4), methods to minimize, and opportunities to 
restore and preserve floodplain/wetland values (step 5), determine if the proposed action is 
feasible at this site. 

a. Location within the Base Floodplain. This determination requires that the agency 
must ascertain that the floodplain site is the only practicable alternative. The 
importance of locating the proposed action within the floodplain/wetland clearly 
outweighs the requirements of the Order to: 1) avoid direct and indirect support of 

floodplain/wetland development wherever there is a practicable alternative; 2) reduce the 

risk offlood loss; 3) minimize the impact offloods on human safety, health and welfare; 
and 4) restore and preserve the natural and beneficial floodplain/wetland values. 

b. Limit Action. If the proposed action cannot meet the requirements of the EO, then 
list modifications to the proposed action that would lower the threshold of what 
constitutes a practicable alternative. 

c. No Action Alternative. If neither of the above (a. and b.) courses of action are 
feasible, the no action alternative should be re-evaluated .. 



Step 7: If the reevaluation of the proposed action resulted in a determination that there was 
no practicable alternative to locating in or impacting the floodplain/wetland, a statement of 
findings and public explanation must be provided for the proposed action. List the statement 
that was attached to the FONSI for the proposed action. *(see p. 38 WRC Guidelines fo r 
elements to be included in the statement of findings and public explanation) 

Step 8: Is the proposed action being implemented according to the requirements of EO 
11988 and EO 11990? 




