
National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska Planning  

General Protections 
 
All of the NPR-A plan alternatives include 11 categories of 
general stipulations and Required Operating 
Procedures/Best Management Practices in addition to the 
stipulations targeted at the most biologically sensitive areas 
(K-stips).  The general protections include: 
 

Waste Prevention, Handling, Disposal, Spills, and 
Public Safety: 11 measures include, for example, 
requirements for waste management, spill prevention 
and response, and HazMat emergency contingency 
plans; air quality monitoring; and monitoring for 
potential contamination of subsistence foods. 
 
Water Use for Permitted Activities:  Limits water 
withdrawal from streams and lakes to protect fish and 
other wildlife. 
 
Winter Overland Moves and Seismic Work:  Regulates 
winter travel to protect the soil, vegetation, streams, and 
denning bears. 
 
Oil and Gas Exploratory Drilling:  Prohibits exploratory 
drilling in rivers, streams, and fish-bearing lakes and 
construction of permanent facilities (gravel pads) for 
exploratory drilling. 
 
Facility Design and Construction:  20 measures include, 
for example, requirements that permanent facilities 
minimize footprint; remain 500 feet from waterbodies 
except for crossings; allow fish passage, caribou 
movement, and subsistence user access (e.g., 7-foot high 
pipeline and 500-feet road/pipeline separation); and 
USFWS-designed T&E species protections. 
 

 
 
 
 
Use of Aircraft for Permitted Activities:  Requires a plan 
to minimize impacts to subsistence users and establishes  
seasonal minimum flight altitudes over raptor nest 
habitat and caribou calving, insect relief, and winter 
areas. 
 
Oil and Gas Field Abandonment:  Requires that all oil 
and gas infrastructure “be reclaimed to ensure eventual 
restoration of ecosystem function.” 
 
Subsistence Consultation for Permitted Activities:  
Requires lessees/permittees consult with subsistence 
communities on their proposed activities, submit a plan 
to show how their activities will prevent unreasonable 
conflicts with subsistence activities, monitor for impacts 
to subsistence use, and constrain employees from 
engaging in recreational hunting and fishing at the work-
site.  In addition, seismic operations are to avoid 
subsistence cabins. 
 
Orientation Programs Associated with Permitted 
Activities:  Requires personnel receive orientation on 
range of North Slope issues, including protecting 
resources, subsistence, and local lifestyles and laws. 
 
Endangered Species Act—Section 7 Consultation 
Process: Alerts lessees that BLM may recommend 
modifications to exploration and development proposals 
to avoid impacts that could lead to ESA listing and that 
BLM will not approve any activity until it completes any 
necessary ESA consultations. 
 
Summer Vehicle Tundra Access:  Establishes 
requirements (studies of impacts of specific vehicles to 
be used and resource surveys) of applicants for approval 
of vehicle use on the tundra during summer. 
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No warranty is made by the Bureau of Land Management 
as to the accuracy, reliability, or completeness of these 
data for individual use or aggregate use with other data, 
or for purposes not intended by BLM.  Spatial information 
may not meet National Map Accuracy Standards. This 
information may be updated without notification. For 
official land status information refer to Cadastral Survey 
plats, Master Title Plats and land status case-files.

0 12 24 36 486 Miles

Projection: Albers Conic Equal Area 
referencing NAD83

Special Areas

All other BLM-managed subsurface
would be available for leasing

Colville River

Teshekpuk Lake

Utukok River Uplands 

Kasegaluk Lagoon

Oil & Gas

Deferred to stated year

Unavailable: 2008 ROD

NPR-A Boundary

Land Status

Native Selected

Native Patent or IC

Unavailable: unplanned

Addit ional  Protections that Apply in Select Biologically Sensitive Areas

K-2 Deep Water Lakes:  
No permanent or temporary facilities on lakes
Only essential permanent facilities within 1/4 mile of lakes 

K-1 River: No permanent or temporary facilities in stream bed
No permanent facilities within listed distance from river except
essential pipeline and road crossings.

K-10 Southern Caribou Calving Area:  Permanent oil and 
gas facilities, with the exception of pipelines, prohibited 

K-9 Caribou Movement Corridors:  Permanent oil and 
gas facilities, with the exception of pipelines, prohibited

K-6 Coastal Area: Special restrictions on facility
development within 3/4 mile of coast
K-7 Colville River Special Area raptor protection
and CRSAMP Protection 2

K-5a Teshekpuk Lake Caribou Habitat Area

K-3a Teshekpuk Lake not available for oil and gas leasing; permanent 
oil and gas facilities prohibited onshore within 1/4 mile of Teshekpuk 
Lake; permanent oil and gas facilities, except pipelines, prohibited 
in indicated portions of Ts. 14-15 N., R. 9 W. and T. 15 N. 8 W. U.M. 
greater than 1/4 mile from Teshekpuk Lake (Stipulation K-3)
K-3b Dease Inlet - Admiralty Bay - Elson Lagoon - Associated Barrier
Islands: Special stipulations for exploration and development
K-4a Goose Molting Lakes:  Permanent oil and gas facilities, 
with the exception of pipelines, prohibited 

K-4a Goose Molting Area 

K-4b Brant Survey Area

K-5b Caribou Study Area

K-8a Pik Dunes:  Surface structures, except 
approximately perpendicular pipeline crossings and 
ice pads, are prohibited 
K-8b Kasegaluk Lagoon: Permanent oil and gas facilities
prohibited within the Kasegaluk Lagoon Special Area

K-11 Lease Tracts with surface occupancy 
limited to a maximum of 300 acres per tract

Goose molting research required (Table 2-2)

Infrastructure in support of offshore
development may be allowed, subject
to future permitting decisions.
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No warranty is made by the Bureau of Land Management 
as to the accuracy, reliability, or completeness of these 
data for individual use or aggregate use with other data, 
or for purposes not intended by BLM.  Spatial information 
may not meet National Map Accuracy Standards. This 
information may be updated without notification. For 
official land status information refer to Cadastral Survey 
plats, Master Title Plats and land status case-files.
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Projection: Albers Conic Equal Area 
referencing NAD83

National Petroleum Reserve - Alaska
Draft IAP/EIS

Bureau of Land Management - Alaska

BAlternative

All other BLM-managed subsurface would
be available for leasing, but the leasing
deferral in Northwestern NPR-A until
2014 as depicted in Alternative A 
would be honored. 

Special Areas

MAP 2-2

Wild & Scenic Rivers

Oil & Gas

and no exploratory drilling or non-
subsistence permanent infrastructure 
(including for potential offshore 
development), except for valid existing 
NPR-A leases and Wainwright Inlet/
Kuk River subsurface pipeline; 
unavailable areas include the coastal 
waterbodies' islands and 1-mile inland 
from Kasegaluk Lagoon and Peard Bay

Additional Protections that Apply in
Select  Biologically Sensit ive Areas

Other K protections to the extent that they address lands in unavailable areas 
would be applicable as BMPs for the development of valid existing NPR-A leases

K-1 River: No permanent or temporary facilities in stream bed
No permanent facilities within listed distance from river except 
essential pipeline and road crossings

Wild & Scenic Rivers

Kasegaluk Lagoon 
Peard Bay
Utukok River Uplands
Teshekpuk Lake
Colville River

K-2 Deep Water Lakes:  
No permanent or temporary facilities on lakes
Only essential permanent facilities within 1/4 mile of lakes 

Lakes

Land Status

NPR-A Boundary

Native Selected
Native Patent or IC

K-4b Brant Survey Area
K-6 Coastal Area: Special restrictions on facility
development within 3/4 mile of coast
K-7 Colville River Special Area raptor protection

Unavailable
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official land status information refer to Cadastral Survey 
plats, Master Title Plats and land status case-files.
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CAlternativeMAP 2-3

Wild & Scenic Rivers

Oil & Gas

Addit ional  Protections that Apply in Select Biologically Sensitive Areas

and no exploratory drilling or non-
subsistence permanent infrastructure
(including for potential offshore 
development), except for valid existing
NPR-A leases and Wainwright Inlet/
Kuk River subsurface pipeline; 
unavailable areas include the coastal 
waterbodies' islands and 1-mile inland
from Kasegaluk Lagoon and Peard Bay

All other BLM-managed subsurface would
be available for leasing, but the leasing
deferrals as depicted in Alternative A
would be honored.

NPR-A Boundary

Land Status

Native Selected
Native Patent or IC

Special Areas
Colville River
Teshekpuk Lake
Utukok River Uplands
Peard Bay

Wild & Scenic Rivers

Kasegaluk Lagoon 

K-3a Teshekpuk Lake not available for oil and gas leasing; permanent 
oil and gas facilities prohibited onshore within 1/4 mile of Teshekpuk 
Lake; permanent oil and gas facilities, except pipelines, prohibited 
in indicated portions of Ts. 14-15 N., R. 9 W. and T. 15 N. 8 W. U.M. 
greater than 1/4 mile from Teshekpuk Lake (Stipulation K-3)

K-4a Goose Molting Lakes:  Permanent oil and gas facilities, 
with the exception of pipelines, prohibited within lakes and 
1 mile onshore

K-1 River: No permanent or temporary facilities in stream bed
No permanent facilities within listed distance from river except
essential pipelines and road crossings

K-3b  Kogru River: Special stipulations for exploration and development

K-4a Goose Molting Area 

K-4b Brant Survey Area

K-2 Deep Water Lakes:  
No permanent or temporary facilities on lakes
Only essential permanent facilities within 1/4 mile of lakes 

K-6 Coastal Area: Special restrictions on facility
development within 3/4 mile of coast
K-6 Coastal Area: Special restrictions on facility
development within 1 mile of coast
K-7 Colville River Special Area raptor protection

K-9 Caribou Movement Corridors:  Permanent oil and 
gas facilities, with the exception of pipelines, prohibited
K-10 Southern Caribou Calving Area:  Permanent oil and 
gas facilities, with the exception of pipelines, prohibited 
K-11 Lease Tracts with surface occupancy 
limited to a maximum of 300 acres per tract

K-5 Teshekpuk Lake Caribou Habitat Area

K-12 Western Arctic Herd Habitat Area

K-8a Pik Dunes:  Surface structures, except 
approximately perpendicular pipeline crossings and 
ice pads, are prohibited 

Unavailable
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as to the accuracy, reliability, or completeness of these 
data for individual use or aggregate use with other data, 
or for purposes not intended by BLM.  Spatial information 
may not meet National Map Accuracy Standards. This 
information may be updated without notification. For 
official land status information refer to Cadastral Survey 
plats, Master Title Plats and land status case-files.
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National Petroleum Reserve - Alaska
Draft IAP/EIS

Bureau of Land Management - Alaska

All BLM-managed subsurface would
be available for leasing, but the leasing
deferrals as depicted in Alternative A
would be honored.

Special Areas

Kasegaluk Lagoon 

Teshekpuk Lake
Utukok River Uplands

Colville River

Oil & Gas

Alternative
MAP 2-4

D

Addit ional  Protections that Apply in Select Biologically Sensitive Areas

K-6 Coastal Area: Special restrictions on facility
development within 3/4 mile of coast

K-2 Deep Water Lakes:  
No permanent or temporary facilities on lakes
Only essential permanent facilities within 1/4 mile of lakes 

K-1 River: No permanent or temporary facilities in stream bed
No permanent facilities within listed distance from river except
essential pipeline and road crossings

K-4b Brant Survey Area

K-5b Caribou Study Area

K-5a Teshekpuk Lake Caribou Habitat Area

K-8a Pik Dunes:  Surface structures, except 
approximately perpendicular pipeline crossings and 
ice pads, are prohibited 

K-11 Lease Tracts with surface occupancy 
limited to a maximum of 300 acres per tract

K-4a Goose Molting Area 

Land Status
Native Patent or IC
Native Selected

NPR-A Boundary

K-12 Western Arctic Herd Habitat Area

Lakes

Infrastructure in support of offshore
development may be allowed, 
subject to future permitting decisions.

UTUKOK RIVER UPLANDS 
              SPECIAL AREA EXPANSION

Page 5 of 18 04/13/2012



!

Cape Simpson

Pitt Point

Cape Halkett

Atigaru Point

Harrison Bay

Smith Bayy 

Deas
e In

l

Teshekpuk Lake

Judy CreekPikDunes

Riv
er

TESHEKPUK LAKE 
SPECIAL AREA 

Northeast NPR-A
Planning Area

No
rth

we
st N

PR
-A

Pla
nn

ing
 Ar

ea

Ikp
ikp

uk 

Fish 
   C

reek

Inigok      CreekKealok  C
reek

Ublu
tuo

ch 
(Tin

gm
iaq

siug
vik

) R
.

Ala
kta

k  
 Ri

ver

FE

B
D

G

A
C

49 8 2357 61113 12 1014

9

7

8

6

11

13

17

10

14

12

8

7

6

12

11

Nuiqsut

Alp ine

155°W

155°W

70
°N 70

°N

National Petroleum Reserve - Alaska
Draft IAP/EIS
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Alternative
MAP 2-1T

A

No warranty is made by the Bureau of Land Management 
as to the accuracy, reliability, or completeness of these 
data for individual use or aggregate use with other data, 
or for purposes not intended by BLM.  Spatial information 
may not meet National Map Accuracy Standards. This 
information may be updated without notification. For 
official land status information refer to Cadastral Survey 
plats, Master Title Plats and land status case-files.

0 6 12 18Miles

Projection: Albers Conic Equal Area 
referencing NAD83

Special Areas

All other BLM-managed subsurface
would be available for leasing

Colville River

Teshekpuk Lake

Oil & Gas
Unavailable: 2008 ROD

NPR-A Boundary

Land Status

Native Selected

Native Patent or IC

Deferred to 2018

Addit ional  Protections that Apply in Select Biologically Sensitive Areas

K-2 Deep Water Lakes:  
No permanent or temporary facilities on lakes
Only essential permanent facilities within 1/4 mile of lakes 

K-1 River: No permanent or temporary facilities in stream bed
No permanent facilities within listed distance from river except
essential pipeline and road crossings.

K-8 Pik Dunes:  Surface structures, except 
approximately perpendicular pipeline crossings and 
ice pads, are prohibited 

K-6 Coastal Area: Special restrictions on facility
development within 3/4 mile of coast

K-7 Colville River Special Area raptor protection
and CRSAMP Protection 2

K-11 Lease Tracts with surface occupancy 
limited to a maximum of 300 acres per tract

K-10 Southern Caribou Calving Area:  Permanent oil and 
gas facilities, with the exception of pipelines, prohibited 

K-9 Caribou Movement Corridors:  Permanent oil and 
gas facilities, with the exception of pipelines, prohibited

K-3a Teshekpuk Lake not available for oil and gas leasing; permanent 
oil and gas facilities prohibited onshore within 1/4 mile of Teshekpuk 
Lake; permanent oil and gas facilities, except pipelines, prohibited 
in indicated portions of Ts. 14-15 N., R. 9 W. and T. 15 N. 8 W. U.M. 
greater than 1/4 mile from Teshekpuk Lake (Stipulation K-3)
K-3b Dease Inlet - Admiralty Bay - Elson Lagoon - Associated Barrier
Islands: Special stipulations for exploration and development
K-4a Goose Molting Lakes:  Permanent oil and gas facilities, 
with the exception of pipelines, prohibited 

K-4b Brant Survey Area

Goose molting research required (Table 2-2)

K-4a Goose Molting Area 

K-5b Caribou Study Area

K-5a Teshekpuk Lake Caribou Habitat Area

Infrastructure in support of offshore
development may be allowed, subject to 
future permitting decisions.

Tangent Point

Admiralt
Bay

et
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No warranty is made by the Bureau of Land Management 
as to the accuracy, reliability, or completeness of these 
data for individual use or aggregate use with other data, 
or for purposes not intended by BLM.  Spatial information 
may not meet National Map Accuracy Standards. This 
information may be updated without notification. For 
official land status information refer to Cadastral Survey 
plats, Master Title Plats and land status case-files.

0 6 12Miles

Projection: Albers Conic Equal Area 
referencing NAD83

National Petroleum Reserve - Alaska
Draft IAP/EIS

Bureau of Land Management - Alaska

BAlternative

All other BLM-managed subsurface would
be available for leasing, but the leasing
deferral in Northwestern NPR-A until
2014 as depicted in Alternative A 
would be honored. 

Special Areas

MAP 2-2T

Oil & Gas

and no exploratory drilling or non-
subsistence permanent infrastructure
(including for potential offshore
development), except for valid existing 
NPR-A leases and Wainwright Inlet/
Kuk River subsurface pipeline; 
unavailable areas include the coastal 
waterbodies' islands and 1-mile inland
from Kasegaluk Lagoon and Peard Bay

Teshekpuk Lake
Colville River

Additional Protections that Apply in
Select  Biologically Sensit ive Areas

Other K protections to the extent that they address lands in unavailable areas
would be applicable as BMPs for the development of valid existing NPR-A leases

K-1 River: No permanent or temporary facilities in stream bed
No permanent facilities within listed distance from river except 
essential pipeline and road crossings

K-4b Brant Survey Area

K-7 Colville River Special Area raptor protection

K-2 Deep Water Lakes:  
No permanent or temporary facilities on lakes
Only essential permanent facilities within 1/4 mile of lakes 

Land Status

NPR-A Boundary

Native Patent or IC
Native Selected
Lakes

Unavailable

Tangent Point

Admiralty 
Bay

Beau fo r t    S ea
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No warranty is made by the Bureau of Land Management 
as to the accuracy, reliability, or completeness of these 
data for individual use or aggregate use with other data, 
or for purposes not intended by BLM.  Spatial information 
may not meet National Map Accuracy Standards. This 
information may be updated without notification. For 
official land status information refer to Cadastral Survey 
plats, Master Title Plats and land status case-files.

0 6 12 18Miles

Projection: Albers Conic Equal Area 
referencing NAD83

National Petroleum Reserve - Alaska
Draft IAP/EIS

Bureau of Land Management - Alaska

All other BLM-managed subsurface would
be available for leasing, but the leasing
deferrals as depicted in Alternative A
would be honored.

CAlternative
MAP 2-3T

Oil & Gas

Special Areas

and no exploratory drilling or non-
subsistence permanent infrastructure
(including for potential offshore
development), except for valid existing
NPR-A leases and Wainwright Inlet/
Kuk River subsurface pipeline; 
unavailable areas include the coastal 
waterbodies' islands and 1-mile inland 
from Kasegaluk Lagoon and Peard Bay

Teshekpuk Lake
Colville River

NPR-A Boundary

Land Status
Native Patent or IC
Native Selected

Addit ional  Protections that Apply in Select Biologically Sensitive Areas

K-6 Coastal Area: Special restrictions on facility
development within 3/4 mile of coast
K-6 Coastal Area: Special restrictions on facility
development within 1 mile of coast

K-10 Southern Caribou Calving Area:  Permanent oil and 
gas facilities, with the exception of pipelines, prohibited 

K-9 Caribou Movement Corridors:  Permanent oil and 
gas facilities, with the exception of pipelines, prohibited

K-11 Lease Tracts with surface occupancy 
limited to a maximum of 300 acres per tract

K-8a Pik Dunes:  Surface structures, except 
approximately perpendicular pipeline crossings and 
ice pads, are prohibited 

K-7 Colville River Special Area raptor protection

K-5 Teshekpuk Lake Caribou Habitat Area

K-3a Teshekpuk Lake not available for oil and gas leasing; permanent 
oil and gas facilities prohibited onshore within 1/4 mile of Teshekpuk 
Lake; permanent oil and gas facilities, except pipelines, prohibited 
in indicated portions of Ts. 14-15 N., R. 9 W. and T. 15 N. 8 W. U.M. 
greater than 1/4 mile from Teshekpuk Lake (Stipulation K-3)

K-4a Goose Molting Area 

K-3b  Kogru River: Special stipulations for exploration and development

K-4b Brant Survey Area

K-4a Goose Molting Lakes:  Permanent oil and gas facilities, 
with the exception of pipelines, prohibited within lakes and 
1 mile onshore

K-1 River: No permanent or temporary facilities in stream bed
No permanent facilities within listed distance from river except
essential pipeline and road crossings
K-2 Deep Water Lakes:  
No permanent or temporary facilities on lakes
Only essential permanent facilities within 1/4 mile of lakes 

Unavailable

Tangent Point

Admiralty
Bay

Riv
er
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No warranty is made by the Bureau of Land Management 
as to the accuracy, reliability, or completeness of these 
data for individual use or aggregate use with other data, 
or for purposes not intended by BLM.  Spatial information 
may not meet National Map Accuracy Standards. This 
information may be updated without notification. For 
official land status information refer to Cadastral Survey 
plats, Master Title Plats and land status case-files.

0 6 12 18Miles

Projection: Albers Conic Equal Area 
referencing NAD83

National Petroleum Reserve - Alaska
Draft IAP/EIS

Bureau of Land Management - Alaska

All BLM-managed subsurface would
be available for leasing, but the leasing
deferrals as depicted in Alternative A
would be honored.

Special Areas

Kasegaluk Lagoon 

Teshekpuk Lake
Utukok River Uplands

Colville River

Oil & Gas

Alternative
MAP 2-4 T

D

Additional Protections that Apply in Select Biologically Sensitive Areas

K-6 Coastal Area: Special restrictions on facility
development within 3/4 mile of coast

K-2 Deep Water Lakes:  
No permanent or temporary facilities on lakes
Only essential permanent facilities within 1/4 mile of lakes 

K-1 River: No permanent or temporary facilities in stream bed
No permanent facilities within listed distance from river except
essential pipeline and road crossings

K-4b Brant Survey Area

K-5b Caribou Study Area

K-5a Teshekpuk Lake Caribou Habitat Area

K-8a Pik Dunes:  Surface structures, except 
approximately perpendicular pipeline crossings and 
ice pads, are prohibited 

K-11 Lease Tracts with surface occupancy 
limited to a maximum of 300 acres per tract

K-4a Goose Molting Area 

Land Status
Native Patent or IC
Native Selected

NPR-A Boundary
Lakes

Infrastructure in support of offshore
development may be allowed, subject to
future permitting decisions.
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Admiralty
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NPR-A IAP/EIS 
Land Allocation Summary 
 
 
 

Land Allocation Alternative A Alternative B Alternative C Alternative D 
Lands that Could be 
Offered for O&G Leasing 

13 million acres  
(57% of NPR-A 
subsurface available; 1.57 
million deferred until 2014; 
425,000 deferred until 
2018) 

11 million acres  
(48% of NPR-A 
subsurface; current 
deferrals honored until 
expiration) 

17.9 million acres  
(76% of NPR-A 
subsurface; current 
deferrals honored until 
expiration)  

22.8 million acres  
(100% of NPR-A 
subsurface; current 
deferrals honored until 
expiration)  

USGS-estimated 
Undiscovered Oil and 
Gas available 

Oil:  453 mb; 92% 
Gas:  9.6 tcf; 56% 

Oil:  235 mb; 48% 
Gas:  7.2 tcf; 43% 

Oil:  437 mb; 89% 
Gas:  14.5 tcf; 86% 

Oil:  491 mb; 100% 
Gas:  16.9 tcf; 100% 

Special Areas 4 (8.3 million acres) 
TLSA: 1.75 million acres 
CRSA: 2.44 million acres 
URUSA: 3.97 million 

acres 
KLSA: 97,000 acres 

5 (15.5 million acres) 
TLSA: 3.76 million acres 
CRSA: 2.44 million acres 
URUSA: 7.06 million 

acres 
KLSA: 364,000 acres 
PBSA: 1.6 million acres 

5 (9.0 million acres) 
TLSA: 1.87 million acres 
CRSA: 2.44 million acres 
URUSA: 4.44 million 

acres 
KLSA: 97,000 acres 
PBSA: 107,000 acres 

4 (8.3 million acres) 
TLSA: 1.75 million acres 
CRSA: 2.44 million acres 
URUSA: 3.97 million 
acres 

KLSA: 97,000 acres 

Wild and Scenic River 
Recommendations 

0 12 
Wild River designation 

3 
Scenic River designation 

0 

 
Estimates of Discovered Oil and Gas 
 

Greater Mooses Tooth and Bears Tooth: 120 mb oil and 1.5 tcf gas 

Umiat: 150 mb oil, no gas 
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