Flow Diagram: Disposal of Drilling Fluids and Cuttings

Recycle
Mud

Cuttings and
Gravel

Rig Mud Tanks

g Clean
Cuttings Gravel
"Cleaned" Mud
Returns to
Wellbore

Ground Cuttings
Slurry

Clean Surface Gravel
Stock Pile

13-3/8" Steel

Casing- 13-3/8" Well
Annulus \
2700" depth — . Injection Eliminates
Slurry — Surface Reserve Pits
8500' depth— 9 5/8" Steel

Casing

See Detail on Next Page
" Typical Production/Injection Well(North Slope, Alaska)"

DO&G 3/97

Source: State of Alaska, Dept. Of Natural Resources, 1997.

Figure IV-03. Processing Drilling Mud and Cuttings for Disposal. Current approved
practices on the North Slope dispose of drilling wastes in shallow portions of production
wells. Several steps are taken to recondition drilling mud and recycle rock cuttings to
minimize surface disposal of these waste products.
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