
  
  
   
  

  
  
  
 
August 23, 2004 
 
Susan Childs 
Project Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
222 West 7th Ave 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513 
 
Re: CPAI Comments to Draft Amended Integrated Activity Plan/Environmental 

Impact Statement, Northeast National Petroleum Reserve - Alaska 
 
Dear Ms. Childs: 
 
ConocoPhillips Alaska, Inc. (“CPAI”) submits the following summary of our comments 
on the Bureau of Land Management’s (“BLM’s”) Draft Amended Integrated Activity 
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement (“DEIS”) for the Northeast Planning Area 
(“Planning Area”) of the National Petroleum Reserve – Alaska (“Petroleum Reserve”).  
CPAI’s detailed comments follow this summary. 
 

CPAI commends BLM for recommending performance-based stipulations 
and required operating procedures (ROPs).  These revised protections would 
provide a framework that enables compliance efforts to be more efficient, and allow for 
modification of oil and gas operations/practices as new technologies are continually 
developed.   
 

CPAI proposes a modification of Alternative C.  This modification would allow 
leasing the entire Northeast Planning Area, including the 213,000 acres north of 
Teshekpuk Lake, but would do so by including certain No Surface Occupancy 
restrictions around those lakes designated as highly sensitive for geese molting.  
 

CPAI does not agree that the existing 3-mile buffer on either side of Fish 
and Judy Creeks needs to be retained.  The science did not support this stipulation 
when it was developed in 1998 and, in our opinion, the original requested buffer of 1.5 
miles is fully protective of the resources.    
 

Congress Mandated Expeditious Oil And Gas Development in the 
Petroleum Reserve.  A continued expeditious leasing program in the Petroleum 
Reserve satisfies the intent of Executive Order 13212, “Actions to Expedite Energy-
Related Projects,” issued by President Bush.  This Order directed BLM to conduct 
further lease sales in the Petroleum Reserve provided it could be done in an 
environmentally responsible manner.   

Richard P. Mott 
Vice President 

Exploration & Land 
P.O. Box 100360 

Anchorage, AK 99510-0360 
Phone 907.263.4556 

     Fax 907.263.6339 
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The U.S. economy will benefit significantly from additional domestic oil 
production.  State, local and federal government will also directly benefit economically 
from additional oil exploration and development in the Petroleum Reserve via bonus 
bids, rentals, and royalties.  In addition, incremental oil production from the Petroleum 
Reserve will support continued operation of the existing fields on the North Slope and 
efficient use of pipeline infrastructure, and will provide additional jobs. 
 

The Greatest Oil and Gas Potential in the Petroleum Reserve is Near The 
Coast.   The highest conventionally recoverable and economic potential lies in the 
northern third of the Artic coastal plain on or near the Barrow Arch.  This structural ridge 
has been a focus for regional oil and gas exploration, and all currently producing fields 
on the North Slope are located on or near the Barrow Arch. 

CPAI requests clarification on how BLM will manage stipulations in 
existing leases.  We request information on the process BLM will undertake for 
modifying CPAI’s leases to incorporate revised stipulations and required operating 
procedures; we suggest adding a discussion of the process for managing lease 
stipulations for lands currently leased, but later conveyed to Native corporations; and we 
request clarification and how CPAI’s Alpine Satellites Development Project and our 
request for exceptions to certain of the stipulations will be treated in light of the timing of 
this process. 

 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to comment.  Please contact Sally Rothwell at 265-6064 
if you have any questions or would like clarification on any of these comments. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
__________________     
Rick P. Mott   
Vice President, Exploration and Land   
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