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The c a t ego r y o f -Open Fil e Report- i s used by BLM- Al a s ka 
to identi fy t he r esults o f i nv e ntories o r o ther inve s tiga tions 
that a r e mad e ava i l able t o the public outside t he f o rma l 
BLM-Alaska tec hnical publ i cati o n series . Th e s e r e ports 
include pre liminary o r i ncomplete data that are no t publ i shed 
and distr i buted i n quant i t y but t hat are a va ila ble f or pu b l i c 
i nspection at BLK of fic e s i n Alaska , t he 0501 Resources 
Li b r a r y in Anchorage, a nd t he va r iou s l ibrar i e s o f t he 
Uni ve r s i t y o f Al a s ka . 

Copi e s of open fi le r eports a re also a va i l a b l e f or i n s pec tion 
at t he USDI Natural Resource s Library in Wa s h i ng t o n, D. C. 
a nd at the BLM Denver Se r vic e Cent e r Library . 

Be th E. Walto n an arc heologist i n t he Bureau of Land Mana geme n t ' s 
Al aska Sta te Of fice i n Anchor a ge . Che r y l Mc Ca f frey is an 
eco l og ist working in t he s ame o f fic e • • 
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Aostr ~c t 

A c ultural resource e xa mi na t i on of the Denali ~ine p lan area touna 
tha t no signi f i ca nt sites . s t r uctur es or objects woulo be a ff ec t ed by 
t he mine ope r a t i on . Obse rvations su pp lement i ng wor K of Dessauer and 
ijsrvey a re also documented . 

Introouction 

The Gl ennal l en Resource Area Ma nager under t ne aut hor ity at 43 CFR 
l809 required a cultural resource e xa mi na tion·of Dena l i Mine prior to 
authoriz ing n~ surface disturbance . On May 28-29 , 19 8 4 , Be th Walton 
(Ar c ha eolog i s t , AS O/BLM), Cheryl McCa f f rey (Biolog ist . AdO/BLM) and 
Joe l St r a tman (Geologis t . WGH ) accomp l ished t he requis i t e fie ld ~r k . 

SUM Reso urces, Inc . , the mine ope r ator , most ge nerous ly providea food . 
lodg ing , and ~P$ . Very specia l thanks is e xte ndeo to GUy Saco, Mine 
Manager; J~rry Ha rmon, Mine Supe rintendent ana Joe l Stra tman for thei r 
t i me and e xpe rt ise . 

Va lde~ Creex has been a go ld mIni ng area s i nc e 1903 . The are a 's local 
his tory has bee n docume nted in An Histor i cal Resou rce Study of t he 
Valde ~ CreeK Mi ning District , ALasKs- 1 977 , by Peter F. Dessaue r a nd 
Da" id .... Har"ey (1 980) . Betwe en 19 79 an d 1983, min i ng i n the TalMld ny 
cut wa s con tinued by t ne Dena li Mi n i ng Co. I n 1983, Va lde~ Cree l< 
Jo in t Venture t ook ov e r e xploration of t he c l a i m group a nd i n 1 984 
a u lJftled control of the mining opeu .tion a B w~ll. " B t he 198 4 prog rB'" 
p roposes more than fi "e acres of disturbance , a plan of ope ra t ions was 
s ubmitted t o B~~ Gl ennallen Resource Ar ea . 

The si te o f t he 010 s et. tlemen t of Dend i (Map 1) IS wi t h i n the camp 
and a= ..ss area of t.ho< present operation . " cu ltural res our Ce 
e xamina t ion was deemed necessary t o determ ine the relat ionShip be t ween 
tne remai n i ng features of Denali s et tlement an d t ne ne w operations. 
The Mini ng pl an require s e nl argement of t he spoi l storage a rea, 
aoo itional settling panos and a na.. puolic aCC eS S roao aCrOBs the 
CLaims; t hes e a r eas are beyond Denali and wer e e xamined f o r 
preh istoric sno his to r ic mater ial . 

Environment 

The Denali Mine lies on B 100'1, oroad , ~ent L e slope aCOut halt way 
be t ween the Susi tn~ Rive r dnd thQ a brup t ri s e o f the mount~lns t.o th~ 

~ a " t. 

The bloc ~ ot c la i~s ~king up the Cenal i Mine area has been u tili~eQ 

tor ~ining a nQ for residence to varYing de~rees since 1903. Mini ng 
operations tnro~gh 1981 haa d i st~rbed the natural l a nos cape and 
vegetation of 40-50\ of tne present ~locl< of claims (~ap 2) . Trees 
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til r o ug hu u t the Valoe z Cr e e k d,"10" 9" \<Ie r e ut i li,eo f or construc t iun o f 
ouild i ngs , f i r ewood and mine shor ing . As .. resul t of th is in t e ns ive 
us e the r e ar e very few trees in th i s port ion of t he Val oez Creek 
l a ndsc .. p" • 

At present t he a rea not d istur b eo by t h e r ecent min ing o~ra tions is 
densel y vege tated wi t h s hr ubs (1<111101<1 , l ab r ador t ea , dwarf bi rch) and 
moS3 (sphag hnum). Tne r e i s a s paree s ca ttering o t s pr uce ne a r ~i l l ow 

C r e e~ a nd occas i onal oense pa tches of blue j o int g rass. The wi llows 
are heavily orowseo. 

Aocoro ing to Dessauer an d Harvey l ar ge ga me was plentifu l in Valde z 
Creek drainage until 1917 . By t na t da te hunting to supply t he mi ner s 
had depleted tne an imals . This spring at least f o ur moose with new 
calves were observed a long ~ i llow Creek ~nd four c~ribou were ambling 
beside t he Valdez Cree~ ~cCeSs r~d . Tnis easy v i s i b i l i t y of l a r ge 
game m~y indicat e a re turn to the historic abundance of these a nima l s . 

Tne landscape an a s urface resources o f the area, whi l e nOt prec lud ing 
prehistoric use , ~u ld not be pa r t i c ul a rly attractive to permanent 
occupation . 'rn e environmenta l fac tor l ead i ng to in t e ns i ve historic 
USe was, and is. the presence o f gold . 

Metho<ls 

The fiLM 's s t a f f conducted its examination f or Cul t ur al reSOurCeS on 
foot . Pr iority o f a r eas was established oy t he most pressing needs of 
t he mining operation . The sequence of a reaS wa s: 

2 . settling pond area 

3. p ropo ~ eo r oa o and e xplora t ion l i ne s (Ma p 2) . 

Examination was by i r r eg ular t ransect; vegetation covered t he ground 
completely in a ll areas t raverseo . Vegetation t ype ano dens i t y were 
consistent t hr ough out the area so t he t r ans ec t was r epl a c ed by a 
t opographic c hange exami nat ion. Re la t ive oigo po i nts . fla t spots an u 
a l l t nr ee ma ~s l"e boulders on t he gentle s l ope were e xami ned . 
Subsur face sa~p le s were prov ioeo by 1 to 3 yea r old explorat ion t r~ il s 

and fo ur t r owel prObes o f high- or - fla t spots. Standing wea t hered 
woode n s t r uc tures were doc ume nted by f i eld no t e s, s ke tches and 35 w~ 

slid(O s . 

IJO ",at (Or i a l from the prenistoric Or e tnnograph. i c t i me period was 
fou nd . The his toric ~ r iod is represen tea by <ernnantS o f the Den al i 
s e t tle:nen t . 
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"_fa in le" t . Fr..-' SI.M 
Re..,., rcea ........".1 Min in<) 
Applicat i on No . 2230) , 
I"i'(l • • • 



As shown on Md~ 2 a nd numbered as below. tne remalns consls t of : 

1	 caoin r uin : l Og s , traS~ , broke n bo ttles , broken c h ina and a wood
 
stove . Tne s tructure i s com~l et el y destroyed .
 

2	 Dog ~ enne l s: four simp l e slo~ed r oot s tructures rema i n. All are
 
in p;x>r (unusabLel condirion.
 

3	 Grave s : "'li t e ~ iC ket f enc es a b<><J t 8 ' lung , 5 ' wiae ana 4 ' high
 
surrouna each of two graves . 80th grave s are in gooa cond it ion.
 
Fences a r e maae a t 4x4 cornerS and 2x 4 r a i l s .. ith 4xl /4 pickets .
 
The ea s t gr ave is iden t ified by a ho r i zontal , brOnz e(1) plaque
 
(app rox i mat e l y 12" x 6" ) tha t r eads
 

P . J . McDonald
 
born 167 3 died 1935
 

" ,
 
The west grave is ma rked by a smoot h rou nd-top woode n slab 
'leadStone . No l e t t e r i ng or pa int i s visible . The a rea encloseo 
by t he f ence and the s ize of the headstone are t ypical o f an ad ul t 
budal (" rave s a"d ne"dstones for c tlllor e" are us ually s.." LLer 
tnan for adults) . This is probaoly t he g r ave of Joe Polken , 
" •• • x LLled in a hyd«tuLLc " c c i aent i " 1922 • • • •and the thi r.;! 
for a Coffi" l d chi l d (1'16 4-65) ." (Dessau e r and !L;orvey 1'180, 94) . 
No t race wa s found of t hi s th i rd grave . 6u th ~ raves a t e in good 
cond i t i on . 

4	 Sled dump: Tne remains at s l eds us eo t o haul in suppl ies ar e 
p rima r i ly of running gear ; nO be ds " e r e observed . Tunar" 
vege t " tion na s ob s cur eo many pi ec es . Tfle t., a r e like l l' lIIOre than 
t en and f e" e < tnan thirty pieces . 

S	 Thr ee-nol e Pr ivy: Th is 9 ' x 6 ' sniplap pl"nk s tructure is s til l 
i n occ a sion a l us~ . The roof i s 9a oled a nd t h~r e a r e 1 x 8" 
cor ne <caps . Tne inte rior has t~o pa rt i t i ons for semi pt iv~ cy at 
mul~ i ~le occ upa nt s . 

6	 Super intendent 's house : The roof ano e as t "all of t n is tn<ee-<Odm 
log ca b i n n"ve fa llen in . Dessaue r and Ha tvey (19 60 : 89, 98 - 99) 
noted tnat tn is s t r uc t ur e "as part ially collapsed in 197 1 . 
Obs e t va t i ons i n 1984 ate a t va t i ance wi t h t he de t a i ls g i ven i n 
<ne i r 1980 report , particularly in tne floor pl an (compa t e Yi g . 1, 
p . 4 wi t h Des sauer and Ha, vel' . Fig . 5) . 

~xterior : wa l l s a re l og { app rox i~ t a l y S" d i awe t e r l c ninkeo wir n 
spnaghnu~ and bur lap . Sa~us t was useti as i ns ul a t ion i n the 
ceil i ng . On t ne east s itie , vet r i c a l na r k s laos close t ne s~ce 

oetween the nottorn log and tne ~ resent gtound sur tac" . 
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Th n .ntry. a fout I>O<" hont.lol "".. t two ve<t ical .... n.. l <><X>t. i s 
n tly cen t ered In t ne we8t va ll of t n.. str~ tU r... A second 
( ~l tcn..nl ..ntry i s in t n. aoutn v. l l. Tb ia door 1. I -Dr.ceo. 
p.ot urned tonq.......ano-'1 .oov. (Fl'] . 2) . The r. i s one long . /. h :u a 
v lnaow i n tn.. south ..a U . I n tIM v. st . t ne r . h a 2/2 v i n<low 
..... s i'" , trl...in .nt !"! <>O<Ir and a 2/2 windOlf n.... t h. aoudl COtn.. r 
of t n. be<l roo- . The s tandlnq r ..-n.n t o f t h••• st v. l l n.s • ~11 

2/2 v in oO"'. The nor th wall h• • • 2/ 2 v i noO'" ne ar t n. ..... t 
corner . Al l t h I noows .r . double h..ng. All r .ma l nl nq 
e xt e r ior t ram re simpl e lx6 e .sem..nt p.inted • d••p .mber 
yellow . 

Inte.io " Ext .. rlo. 10gB ... ,. smoot h..d on tne in t • • i or a la e . Tn.. 
i nt et l or floot epa ce (Yiq. 1) va l d i v ided i nt o t nr .....ooms . nd • 
"..11 w.a-in pantr f . Walla .M ce Ulng .... r .. cov.. r eCI .. 1tn ca,W 'UI 
t.rpa . Thi.. In t urn , ov.. . la i n .. im pat t • • ned oIlcloth on 
some c" i l inql .nd•• t l t In tn. ~i n enttf a r i nsoot of 
brown burl.p . Wi naow••nd doo.... ys h.C cornic. tr nt. {Flq . 
't . 

1	 s nae~.t Snaf t ~ 1 , This a ingl" r OO- . truc t ure Is 1 . ' x 10 ' . Tn• 
..nt ry ia i n tn. we. t s ide o f tn. south ..al l • • l a one 3/3 C.s.....nt 
"11lOOW. Tn••xt.. r ior ..l tbOZ sn.~ ia ~ i f iea to • q.bled 
c .. l 1ing on t n. inte rior . Th. " xt" r lor p l ank. wer. COV.r ed ~ t . r 
paper ...... c. tt.na<! . m. roof i . cor r U<j. ted tin. Tn. thr .... boarG 
door la lOCl<ed with. n.... 1000<1"'1 ps,dlocx. 

From t he " xtar ior . th...t. uctur. l OOk. us.bl... Acrc.a t n. ptea..nt 
.cc.. . ..oad fr~ t n is sh.cl< i a .n ... tth cov.. red .tructur" . Onl y . 
door". f .. itb WOOQ linte l 4na r OC l< vO t ~ .~ut t nr ..e Couraes hign . nd 
.~ut four fe. t on e i thet s ide 1••t l 11 st.nd l ~q . 

8	 Sh. Cl< 4t Sb4 t t NO 3 , Thi . boa r u .nd b. t t en o ne room . t . uc t ur e 
me.sur~ . 10 ' xIO'. Tn.. ~ntr y i . 1n t b~ middl.. of tn" SOut n v411. 
Th.. te 1• • 2/2 al iJ l nq c . ...m..nt windo w sliqhtly louth of ce nt .. r i n 
t h.. we. t wal l . The i nt .. r i o. b••• t.bl .. on t h.. w... t wall .nd .n 
open OY~(ba .d rack i n tn. no.the• • t corner . 

~o tn.. nor thwe. t o f t hia shaCl< lie tr.c es of the ti~. for • t r am i 
t he re ~'a no r. il•• slaply ti" . rott ing in~ t h.. t undr a bu t 
d lscer~bl. for aDout 100' . 

No p<..~i.to (ie ..t e tl.1 o • • 1t ....... founu . GI~..n t he den.. ~rQUlla 

cov..r , onoifl.. . enti.tea t opoqr.pny a.~ th.. f.c t th.t th...ra....s ~ 

fOt on ly f.ll hun tinq in e ~hnog r . po lc t imes. tn is relult v•• 
~xpectea . Ther" 1. no re.son to beli..v~ t nat any . igniflc.n t 
p . eh is to.ic ai t .. ia l oc. t ed In the ~in.. pl.n ••e. . Adol t 10n.l 
inventorf i s n<.> t . ecOlll'l'e na e<l . 
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Th ~ nistvric settle ~ent Of Danali no longer haa su f fici~n t in teg r i ty 
to be cons idered a histor i c d i s t r i c t . The remaining r u i ns (c abin , 
superintendent ' . nous e, sled oump , and ~ en nels ) do no t p rese r ve t ne 
f e~iing or assoc iat ion of a mining settlement, they are me r e l y 
vestiges of tne pa st. The super intenaent 's house had a certain 
e i eganc e o f a rCh i t ec t ur a l deta il tha t was unusual in s ucn mining 
camps . Unfo r t una tely , t oe s t r ue tu r a l failur e of roof anu walls has 
des t royed t he integrity of t he house to the point t hat preservation is 
not prudent . These de t a i i s we re recorded here t o complete t he 
h is t o ric documentat ion. The shaC KS at Shafts land J are i n good 
condit ion but there i s no demonstrable association o f t hese structures 
wi t h the h istoric min ing per iod or wi t h a ny specif ic person. 

Based on the plan of operation and discussion with the mine operator, 
the operations wi l l not disturb the graves , ~ennels, s l ed dump, 
super intendent 's ho use , or privy . Toe cabin ruin be t ween the access 
road and propos ed settling pond 14 may be disturbed or may sluff down: 
since th is s tructure is rUined, furtner dis turbanc e i. 
inconsequential . The shacK at Shaft No.1 may be disturbed i n 
overourden r emoQal . The shac( at Shaf t No.3 i s no t i n t nis year' s 
p l an a r ea but may be disturbed in a futu re year. Although in good 
cond i tion, these structur es lack ass oc i ation wi t h to the hi8toric 
(l 903-l9JO} per iod Or wi t h known per sons and thei r ~i s turbonce woul d 
oe inconsequentia l . Measure me nt s taken i n tOis survey wil l s~ ' ~e t o 
document t hei r s t r uc t ur a l Characte r i st i cs. 

Reco"""e noa t ions 

The Denali Mine plan area contains nO sign i ficant cultural resOurces 
ana mining shoul d De al lowed to proceed . No ada it ional i nventory or 
evaluation is necessary , 

As discussed with t he operator , shoulo subsur face material be 
e ncoun t ered (for instance round Or ob long areas of charcoal or ~ 

concentrat ion of bones) in stripping t ne sudace , tne 8ioM must be 
inforllled and allowed the opportunity to evaluate the remains . 1'he 
c hance o f s uc h an encounter i s e s t l ma t eo to De low i n t nis area . 
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