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ABSTRACT 
This rrporl documenls art:1UlooJogi,al illV<'1llory «mduded by Ihe BUmJu of umd Mallagtmmt's KD~u k Dislrid an 

theSeuord Pellillsula in 1991. The illventory was «md'Kted in a large <XIII/iguous ~Iock ofBLM lalld romprising parIs 
of Ihe fish River a"d Thl7utulik River drainages, and was part of a" on-goillg program of base-lill" inventoryfor 
cullural rl'sources . A lotal of 13 siles WaS recorded as a rl'sull of III" inve"lory, rrpresmtillg prehisloric, hisloric, a"d 
rrc"n t p<'riods. Most siles apparently dated 10 prellistoric limes and typically consisted of one or more stolle fratures 
such as caches or trnt rillSS, These siles moslli~ly repres<mt lale p,.,.hisforic ilUlltillg romps Or possibly illfrequently 
uSl'd campsiles associaled wilh travel from Ihe coasllo lire interior of lire penillsula. 

In ventory work conducted in 1991 was part of a 
continuing effort by the d istriel to assess cultural re­
sources located on public lands. Since the early to 
mid-1980s, when large tracts of land passed out of 
BLM management, the district has suffered from a 
near- total lack of infonnation on the nature and ex­
tent of cultural resources for which it is responsible. 
Responding to this lack, the district developed a set 
of p riorities for carrying ou t base-line inventory on 
BLM-managed lands within the district. The,., pri­
orities were established in the Northwest Manage­
ment Frampwork Plan in 1985 and were expanded 
in the district's Cultural Resource lnventory Plan in 

1991 . Work done in 1991 represents a continuation 
of the district's long-range plans to acquire cultural 
resoUra! baS(' data. 

The Bureau strategy for cultural resource manage_ 
ment involves an approach based on classifying sites 
for their most appropriate uses. The Bureau system 
provides tha t all cultural resources should be allo­
cated to one or more of the following use catt>gories: 

• Scientific US(' - This category applies to sites 
suitable for scientific or historical study using 
current research techniq ues. Sites in this cat­
..gory would not be conserved, provided an ap-
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propria te research or da ta recovery proposal 
were developed for their use , 

• Con5l'rvation for Future Use - This category in­
dudes sites that are not currently appropriate 
for scientific use. Sites in this category will be 
protected from all uses un til specified provisiorl5 
are met in the future . 

•	 Management V51' - This category consists of 
site s considered most useful for controlled ex­
perimental study that would result in physical 
al teration of the site, 

• Socio-rultural Use -Sites placed in this category 
wo uld be tho5l'TeSOu rces felt to be important in 
maintaining the heritage of one or more social 
or cultural groups , 

• Public Use -	 this category applies to those site5 
and resources that are deemed appropriate for 
interpretation or for use in educational Or recre­
ational purposes, 

• Discha rged Use - This category applies to sites 
that wereoriginally deemed appropriate for one 
or more of the above categorie5, but which no 
longer qualify for inclusion in that or any oth er 
category. A site that has been fully excavated or 
one that has bE't'n destroyed by natura l processes 
might be put in this category. 

Evaluation of sites depends on a decent under­
stand ing of the types and nu mbers of sites p resent 
in an area. Only with a reasonable idea of what kinds 
of sites and how many are present Can we begin to 
realisti cally evaluate app ropriate uses for individual 
sites . 
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LOCATION AND SETTING 
Th... BLM land su rveyed in 1991 is loc.. ted in the 

inter ior of the Sew..rd Penlnsula eest ot th... Nome­
Cou ncil road ..nd south of th e COl'tiroenul divid.... lt 
is bounded on the north by th ... Bering Land B rid~ 

N.. tiONI Monument.and. by sto1k' Iitn& north of the 
Koyu k Ri\·er dr..ino1~. The ...estern boundary isjust 
.....st of ~ Nome-Taylor Road. To thE- pasl lhe .......
 
.... Ipods beyond Havcock to th p Eas t Fo rk of the 
Koyuk RiVE'r. II is ~ on the 50Uth by a mi. of 
N..ti \I(' and s ldk' Lands. 

Th ", a~.. includes the Bo.'nd ... lpben ..nd D..rby 
Mout'lu ins, .. latg@ part o f McC..rth~ Marsh. and 
po rtions of the Fish, Kuzitrin, Koyuk, ..nd Tubutulik 
river dr.. in..ges; it consists of .a pproximak'ly 1.5 mil­
lion ecres of publk lands_Figure 1 sho...s the loc..­
tion of the block of public lands in which inventory 
w..s cond ucted in 19'H. 

TopogrQphy <lnd Hydrogr<lphy 
The m..jority ofth... publi<; lands in th... .....stem por· 

lion o f the Seward Perunsula are co m pos...d o f 
McCarthy, Marsh, the Bendeleben Mou nta ins to the 
north of th... marsh, and the Darby Mountains to the 
east of it. McCa rthys Marsh is .. low-lying an'" with 
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litt le topographic relief and elevations between about 
30 and 140 meters. The m..rsh is characterized by 
numerous Iak..s and ponds, ..nd by lo w-energy 
streams that mNnder across the fla ts. 

The area is drained by the Fish Rin'r, which runs 
i n a n essen uany no r th-south path from th ... 
Bende lebm Mountains on th... north . On the 5OUth­
em ,t>d~ of the ma rsh, tbe Fish RiVE'r passes through 
a faIrly narrow canyon befOf'(' ,,"aching itsronfJ.uencl." 
",;th the Mukluk Ri,·E'r, whidl flows south and eest. 
pa..<,\ thevilla~of White Mountain and into Golo\'Ttin 
Lagoon.. Major tribuldrie'S of tho! Fish Ri,·er in the 
~{<G1rth}"s M ...rsh. UN ..re tho! Etd>epuk. Rathlatulik. 
a nd Pargon rivers, ..nd Boston Cn"l"k (Fig. 2). The 
Etehepuk. and Rathlalulik d r..in the Wl'St slope of the 
Darby ~ounld tnS, whil<! the P..rgon RiVE'r and B0s­
to n Cn"l"kdrain from the BendPieben Mountains. 

ThE' Bend...leben Mountains lieon the northern edge 
of McCarthys Marsh. and run from E'ast to west for a 
dist...nce of about 110 kilomt'ters. They form the d i­
vid e between th.. Kuzitrin and Koyuk riVl'T drain" 
"ges to thE' north and the Fish River drainage to th e 
south. EiE'vations in the BendE'leb..n Mountains rangE' 
from 125 to nearly 1,220 mpters, wilh most pt"aks in 
the range from 600to 900metE'rs. The v..n..Y"of Bas ­
ton Creek and 1hE' r " fKOn River form relatively broad, 
open p"sSt'S through the BendeI,·bE'ns to the Kuzitr in 
drainage to the norlh and west of McCarthvs Ma rsh 
Th e vall...ys ofTeIephone Creek. and to some ex tent 
th ... Fish River, p rovide p..ssages through the eastern 
end of the Bendelebens to the Koyuk and Tubutulik 
d rainages on the north and east. 

The D..rby Mounta ins are located on the eastern 
ed~ of McCarthys M.1rsh, forming the divide be--­
tween the Tubutulik Ri,·pr on the eolS! and the FISh 
Ri' ·er on the west. A rel .. tively s ma ll rangE' , the 
Da rbys run north-..uth for a di stance of about .50 
kilometers, ,..;th elevations ranging from 120 to ... little 
(I'\.E'r 975meters . Most pe.aks ..... in the ran~ between 
600 and T:iJ me-ten. 

~'q..r..tio" 
Vegeta tion in the ~ is gt'fll'Tallycharactmzed by 

open tundra, ,..; th scanered thkket5 of shrubs, in­
d ud ing d wari bitch (&til'" """"I, ,..;Uows (s..lixspp.1 
...nd ..lders (Altius crispl). FOl'P'St growth occurs pri­
maril}' ...Iong the larger streams, White spruce (Pi",,, 
g"'UCtl), black spruCE' (Piad 1tI<lritltltl), and balsam p0p­
la r (Populus balS41mifrnl) ma ke up th is riparian fOrPSt 
grow th, along wi th willows ..nd ..ld...rs (J...ndt and 
Morkill 1 99 ~:1 1 , OlhE'r 5p~i E's no ted d uring the 
course of th... archal'Olog ical survey included Dryas 
spp., ,cro w be rr r (Emp. trutll nix", m). blueberry 
(Vacclllw m sp.), shrubby cinquefoil (Patentilla 
frmticosa ), and Arctostaphylos sp. 

http:I'\.E'r975meters.Mostpe.aks


Wildlifr 
Wild life specil'5 known to inhabil thegener.:ll a ll'a 

inc lude m~, mus krat, o tter, grizz ly rear, porcu­
pine,and hall'S. Webb (1986:4) observed a large num­
Ix-r of grizzly bears in a short period o f time on the 
Etd>epuk Ri\'er. A number of species of wah'Tfowl 
h....e bo.ofm recorded in the M<;Carthys Marsh area, 
wtuch has cee of the higher densilil'5 of waterfowl 
breeding pairs l'Korded in the sta le ija nd l and 
ModiU I<J9.U). 

Moose are a recent eddition to the wildlife of the 
area, and were presumably not a significant subsis­
Iencl! resourn in prehistoric times. Allhough not 
Pn"'Sel'l t in lhe Bendelet:...n./ McCarthys Marsh area 
today, ca ribou " 'ere an important subsisttmn> spe­
cies in pll'hislory, a nd were hunted by ~ln 

throughout the Seward peninsula in the ninelffnth 
cen tury (Ray 1%4:62). 

Webb (1986 :2) reports fou rteen species of fish 
wi thin the Fish River system, inc luding four species 
of salmon, Dolly Varden, arctic grayling, northern 
p ike, and whitefi sh . Heobserved spawning p ink and 
chum sa lmon in lale Ju ly on the Fish River as far 
upstream as just below Wagon Wheel Creek, and on 
most of the major tributaries of the Fish River. More 
salmon were seen a t this time on Boston Creek than 
in any other location (Webb 1986:7). 

Prthistory 
For the pa st twenty to twenty-five yea rs a ge ne ral 

cultural chronology has been w idely accepted for 
northern and northwest Alaska. Although there are 
~ unique aspects to the p rehistory 01the ~' ard 

Peninsula, this chronology can nonethek>ss provide 
a framework for und~t.rnd ing the .:I n:ha eoJogy of 
th e a rea . Anderson (1984) a nd Du mo nd (1984) 
PTll:"llmt sim ila r formulations of this sequence, the 
forme!" for northern Alaska md the latter for the 
Bering Sea area . Because the boundary between the 
two areas falls roughly at Nome. both schemes "p­
ply to the Seward Peninsula. A composite of the two 
chronologie5 is shown in Figure 3.The following dis­
cussion ..p plies the org.tniza tion of Figure 3 to wha l 
is pn"'Sel'ltly known of the p rehistory of tJv:o Seward 
Peninsu la . 

Ellrly Perie"b . AU of the ea cly pacts of th e chronol­
ogy can be lum~ together for the simple reason 
that they all' alm~t enti rely absen t from the Seward 
Peninsula ..t present. With one e~ception , s ites from 
Dumond's Stages I and 1I and Anderson's P..nods 1 
and 2 .ITt' simply eot know n to occur on the penm­
suJa.The single e ~ cL'Ption is Trail Cret'k Can-s, wh..re 
animal bones have been dated to ne.. rty 16,000 y..ars 
ago. Some archaeo logists have interpreted tht'S<' 

•
 

bones as having been modified by man, but the lack 
of any associa tions w ilh una mbigu ous a rtifacts has 
cre.. ted some doubt about th is int..rpretation . later 
levels at Trail Creek contain artifacts tha t were in­
cluded in Andt'l'SOO 'S originaldefinition of the Paleo­
Arrtic. 

Arctic Sm,'" Tool TrllJi tiortlDe..bigir r-lint Com­
pIn. Fora Upractical pu rposes, given thecurrent sta te 
of knowledge o f the an-a , the prehistory o f th.. 
Sew ard Peninsul a begins w ilh the Denbigh A in t 
Complex. a widespread archaeologica l assemblage 
that is the ea rliest ccenplex of tlw Arctic Small Tool 
tr...... ition in Anderson 's formuLation. Anderson p uts 
Denbigh and the subsoeqo.>ent Charis, l\orton,. and 
Ip iuuk cultures in to Ihe same trad itio n, whi le 
Dumond distinguishes between the ArcticSmaUTool 
t radi tion .and a subsequent Norton trad ition. In 
Dumond's form ulation, Denb igh is essentiilUycon­
gruent wi th the Arctic Small Tool tr.:ldition. 

The Arctic Small Tool lrad ition firs l appears abou t 
2,000 B.C., is widespread in Arctic a nd subarctic 
Noeth America, and r"'P.........nls the firs l e ~ tens ive 

oc cu p ation of Arc tic regions in th .. New World 
(Dumond 1984:74). 

The Denbigh Flint Comple ~ was first defined from 
..ecevenons at Cape Denbigh (Gidd ings 1964), just 
south and east of the Seward Peninsula, and has also 
been discoverN at Ihe Cape Nome sit.. (Bocks toce 
1979,29), C ape Espenberg (G idd ings .:Ind Anderson 
1986:6), and from the C ho ris type s ite, just north of 
the Seward Peninsula (ibid. : 289). Scha af (1988 :72) 
reports loca tinga Denbigh si te nea r Kuzitrin Lake tn 
the interior of the Seward Peninsula. At present, this 
site is an but unique. Certain levels a t Trail Creek 
Caves may also be Denbigh (Anderson 1984:84) but 
no other such sites ..re known from the interior 01 
the Seward Peninsula . This is in marked contrast to 
most of An:tic Alaska, where Denbigh si tes are not 
unrommon in the interior. 

Tbere is much we do not know about Oenbi.gh Hint 
Comp le~ peoples. The number oi Ombigh si tes that 
Iun-been esc..,·.ated is small, and artifact co llections 
have mostly been limi ted to stone implements and 
detritus.l\....·ertheless, the locations of sites and the 
types of artifacts recovered indicate a people!h<It w as 
at home on the coast and in the in teri or, a00 who 
hunted marine mammals ..nd caribou. At present. 
known coasLl I sites appear to be ....:I son..l, prol"'b ly 
sp ring hunti ng c..m ps. It is presumed th..t Denbigh 
peoples sp ent most o f the yu r in the inte rior 
{Gi ddi ng s 19 64:242; Giddings .:I nd Anderson 
1986:320 ). 

Arrtic Small Tool TraditioillNorto.. Tradit ion. Fol­
lowing the Den bigh Flin t Comp l e ~, a people whose 



artifacts bear strong re semblances to those of 
Denb igh occup ied western and northern Alaska. As 
men tioned above, there is disa greement as to the de­
gree of continuity between Denbigh and the subse­
quent cultures. There is alsoa d ifference in the terms 
applied 10 them. South of the Seward Peninsula the 
ter m UNorton Uhas been applied to the enti re se­
quence. and Ihe archaeological remains are gener­
ally seen as more homogenous than in the north. In 
the north, the sequence has long been divided into 
three separate cultures labeled "Choris," "Norton" 
and "Ipiutak." 

Wha tever terms are applied. beginning aboutl ,5OJ 
to 1,00J B.c., the area was inhabited by peoples who 
appear to be mOre or ient"d towa rd the coast and 
marine resources Ihan were the Denbigh peoples. 
Large coastal villages have been discovered at Cape 
Nome and near Unalaklet'l, and smaller winter settle­
ments are also known from the Choris Pen insu la. 
Smaller sites from these cultu res are also kno",n from 
the northern and northwestern coas ts of the Seward 
Peninsula, but with the exceptio n of one site at Gla­
cial Lake, no sites of Chori s, Norton, or Ipiutak affili­
atio ns have yet been located in the interior of the 
peninsula. 

We know much more about the peop les of this pe­
riod than we do about those from the earlier 
l:lenbigh l ArcticSmall Tool tradition period . Not only 
ha"e several houS<.'5 b.,e n excava ted, bu t the archaeo­
logica l record for these peoples is richer and more 
extensi ve. They are represented not on ly by stone 
implements and their by-prod ucts, but also by a 
range of organic tools and fauna l remains, which al­
Iowa fu ller picture of the lives of the people who 
made th"m. 

During this period we see the first large winter 
coastal settlements, and faunal remains and artifact 
types documen t the imporlance of marine resources. 
This period also sees the first ev idence of fishing as 
an important subsistence activity, although it may 
become much less important d uring the later pa rt of 
the pe riod . Peoples of this pe riod made pottery, and 
carved implements of bone, antler, ivory and wood. 
Houses were of several d ifferent forms, bu t were all 
semi-subterranean pit houses similar in many re­
spects to those known from histo ric Eskimo sites. 
Settlements seem to have been mostly in coastal ar­
eas, with short-term useof the inlerior, primarily for 
thehuntingofcaribou.ln m,my respects, the peoples 
of this pe riod appear very similar 10 modern Eskimo 
cultures in terms of their subsislenceand settlement 
pa tterns. 

Birnirk. At the end of Norton times there appears 
to have been a period during which no one inhab­
ited the coastal areas of northwest Alaska, or at least 
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not in numbers sufficient to leave any significant ar­
chaeological reo;ord. At least one author has in ter­
preted this hiatus as the result of climatic changes 
thai reduced or eliminated salmon runs, followed by 
a decline in the caribou herds (Bocksto<:e 1973; 
1979,90). Following the break in the archaeological 
Te<;ord, a new culture. referred to as Birnirk, appears 
at scattered locations in northwestern Alaska. 
Bockstoce interprets the d istribution of Bimirk sites 
as an indication that Bimirk peop les special ized in 
the hunting of marine mammals, and suggests that 
improved harpoon technology, espectany use of the 
Inflatable float, gave them the ability to exploit these 
reSOurCeS more efficiently than Norton peoples 
(1979:91-92) . 

Thllle . The marine mammal huntersof Bimirk were 
followed by the Thule culture, d early antecedent to 
modern Eskimos, and developing out of Birnirl<. rn 
the years after about 1COO AD the people of this tra ~ 

dition sp read quickly across Arctic Alaska, Canada, 
and in to Greenland , and also along the subarctic 
Bering Sea coasts of Alaska. Thule peoples contin­
ued the strong orientation toward marine resources 
thM characterized their predecessors. Whaling was 
an important subsistence activity in many coastal ar­
eas. and the hunting of smaller sea mammals and 
caribou con tinued . In certain areas, notably the 
Kobuk River and the central Brooks Range. subsis­
tence patterns developed which were more de pen­
de nt on inland resources such a, salmon and caribou 
on the Kobuk, and caribou in the Brooks Range. 

Over time, local variations developed in groups 
belonging to the Thule tradition. At the Nu kleet site 
at Cape Denbigh. Giddings excavated remains that 
doc ument more or less continuous occupation from 
the " ',ellth to the eigh teenth centuries, and which 
sho w a subsis tence pattern involving roughly equal 
reliance on sea mammals. fish. and caribou (Giddings 
1964:113-114). Bocks toce (1979:76) hypothesizes a 
similar pallern at Cape Nome, bu t wilh greater use 
of walrus and less of beluga and birds . 

[n genera l, then, it appears that Thule times rep re­
sen t the sp read of mostly co.aslal-oriented peoples 
into what were largely unpopulated portions of the 
Arctic and subarctic. followed by adaptation to local 
conditions. This trend continued until Ihe historic 
period when contacts with European and American 
culture initiated major changes in the cultures of the 
region . 

His tory 
The fi rst part of the historic period in and around 

NorlOn Sound lasted from about 1778 to 1850. and 
was characterized by a few sho rt visits by explorers. 
Captain Cook visited the area in 1778. exploring 



Norton Sound, naming several geog raphic feature s, 
and noting a small village, probably at the mouth of 
the Kwik river just west 01 Bald Head (Ray 1975:41). 
Cook's party traded lor food with Natives near Bald 
Head and Cape Denbigh, leaving the area after a stay 
of about ten days. 

Two trips were made by explorers to the Seward 
Peninsula a rea in 1791. although neither visited the 
eastern part of the peninsula. Ivan Kobelev visited 
the Diomedes, Wales and King Island in June, and 
an expedition in the charge of Joseph Billings visited 
Cape Rodney, aoout40 miles northwest of Nome, in 
July of 1791 (Ray 1975:47-55), 

One last explorer visited the area during this earli ­
est period of contact. In 1827 Frederick William 
Beechey's e xped ition visited Cape Rodney, Port 
Oarence, and Grantley Harbor. Onceagain, however, 
there appears to have been no direct contact with the 
eas tern par t of the pen insula. 

Contacts involving the peop les of the eastern 
Seward Peninsula increased after 1850. The search 
for the missing party of Sir lohn Franklin resul ted in 
several ships over-wintering at Port Clarence in the 
years between 1851 and 1854 (Ray 1975:143-148). in 
1851 a party traveled overland from the PI01J<'r at Port 
Clarence to St. Michae l, passing through Fish River, 
Golovnin Bay and Shaktoolik, and returning by way 
of Egavik, Sha ktoolik, Golovin, White Mountain, 
Casedepega. and Kauwerak (Ray 1975:146). 

In the years 1865-1867 the attempt to construct a 
telegraph line across Alaska and the BeringStrait re­
sulted in ad dition al contacts. Although ultima tely 
unsuccessful , the attempt produced the first groups 
of Eum-Americans to stay more than a few days in 
the region. Base camp lor the telegraph expedition 
was first established in SI. Michael in 1865 (Ray 
1975:158). In 1866a smaller group was established at 
Port Clarence (Ray 1975:157). Tilis Port Clarence 
group was under the command of Daniel 5 . Libby 
(Ray 1975:164).Aparty assoo:;iated with the telegraph 
expedition is cred ited by Brooks (1908:13) with the 
first significant inland exploration, and with the d is­
covery of gold on the NiukIuk Ri"er. 

This initial d iscovery of gold produced no rush to 
the north , and in fact appears to have had no imme­
d iate effect whatsoever. Indeed, the first attempts to 
extract minera ls from the Seward Peninsula were to 
have nothing to do with gold or the Niuk luk River, 
altho ugh they would OCCur in the same general area. 
In 1880 reports of rich silver ores from the Omilak 
mine near the Fish River were published in San Fran­
cisco, and in 1881 a small min ing company was 
formed to exploit them (Ray 1974:142-143). Over the 
next decade several attempts Were made to develop 
a mine at Ornilak, none of them very successful. Only 

•
 

a few l1undred to n.~ ofore were ever mined, and some 
of this never made it to mar ket as a resu lt of ships 
going astray (Ray 1974:144-145). 

One employee of the Omilak silver mine was to 
playa role in the subse<juent history of the region, 
however. John Dexter began prospecting On the 
Niukluk River in 1891 and continued in 1892. He es­
tablished a trading pos tat Cheenikon Colovnin Bay, 
and supported at least one other prospecting effort 
into the Niuk luk river (Castle 1912:8-9). Althougl1 
these vario us expeditions are reported to have re­
sul!ed in the discovery of gold, the discoveries were 
apparently not significant eno ugh to justify further 
development. Dexter 's trad ing post developed into 
something of a center for developml'Ots in the region, 
and a Swed ish Evangelical Mission and Protestant 
Episcopal Mission were both established there. In 
1896reindeer herds were established at the two mis ­
sion;;, as part 01 an early d istribution of animals to 
missions by Sileidon Jackson (Stern et al. 1980:26-27). 

The discovery of gold which Jed to the establish­
ment of Council and the beginnings of the rush to 
the Seward Peninsula, happened in 1898. After 30 
years away from Alaska, Danie l Libby returned 10 
the area in 1897, inte nt On relocating the streams 
where he had seen gold during his da ys wi th the tele­
graph expedition (Cole 1984:4). With his Ihree part­
ners, Louis Melsing.. H. L Blake, and A. P.Mordaunt, 
he arrived at Dexter 's trading post in the fali of 1897. 
By sp ring of the following year, the Libby party had 
discovered gold on Melsing and Ophir creeks, and 
with N. O. Hultberg, a missionary from Cheenik, P. 
H. Andersen, a mission teacher; and Dr. A. N . 
Kiulesen, assistant superintendent of the reindeer 
slation at Port Clarence, had formed a mining dis­
trict and staked out tile townsite ofCouncil City (Cole 
1984'19). 

Later in 1898 a group of three men who had met at 
Council traveled westtothe Snake River, where they 
staked claims that would begin the great rush to 
Nome. Although there is confusion about who may 
ha ve first d iscovered gold in the Nome area, there is 
no d isputing Ihe lact that the first claims to be staked 
were laid out by the three "lucky Swedes" Jafet 
Iindeberg, John Brynteson, and Eric Lindblom. These 
three subsequently enlisted the aid of Dr. Kittlesen 
and G. W. Price and established the Cape Nome min­
ing d istrict in October 1898. Price, who had been 
wor king for Charles D. Lane, a successful California 
miner and millionaire, had been part of Ihe abortive 
rush to Kotzebue Sound in 1898, staying behind af­
ter Lane relurned home, and traveling to Council 
after hearing of the strike there . He arrived just in 
time to encounter the three locators from Anvil Creek 
and to become an active pa rticipant in tile establish­



ment of the new mining d i.-;tr ict . 
Price informed his employer of the discoveries on 

Anvi lC.....k, and the following yea r Laee emved and 
began taking a omtral role in the development of the 
Seward Peni~uu. His company, the Wild Goose 
Mining and Trading Company, be<;ame one oflhe 
major sources of capi tal for new p roj«l$ in the rl' ­

gion. and thl' Lme family was involved in several of 
the mining d i.-;trict5 on the pminsuLa (Smith 1m:&­
7). lanE' purchased ~'eral cu ims on An vil Creek 
(Trezona 1900:17),and in 1900 the Wild Goose Com­
pany built the first railroad on the Seward Pt'I\insuLt, 
ronnecting Nome and An,i1 C.....k. 

Tbe Wlkt GooseCompany be<;.ame a major open ­
tor in the Council area also, pun::hasing claims on 
Ophir C.....k as l'arly as 1901 (NOfI"loe Nugget 1901b). 
By 1903thl' company had apparently owned a large 
block of claims for some time, although rbere was 
some unC'f'rta in ty regarding the legal sUtus of the 
ownersh ip (Nome News 19(3),and by 1905 lhecom­
pany controlled almost all of thl' property on Ophir 
Creek (Nome News 1905). Thl'company was respon­
sibil' for several major d evelopments in the Council 
area, constructing a wagon road from Council to 
Ophir Creek and surveying a ditch line as early as 
1901 (Nome Nuggt'l1901a).In 1902 the Wild Goose 
Company buil t a short railroad from Council to Ophir 
Cree k (Webb n.d ,,64) and construct l.'dand operated 
most of the d itches in the area (Nome Nuggl'll906a) , 
In 1910 the company ins ulled .. dredge on Ophir 
C......k (Nome Nugget 1910) and continued 10 oper­
ate thi.-; equipment until at least 1920(Brooks 1922:63). 

Eth"0f'""phy 
Ray (1984:286) identifies the Fish River Eskimo as 

one of 22autonomous Iocalgroupsor ~triM-occu­
pying the Seward Peninsula during the nineteenth 
cen tu ry. They wen' s.J01ewhat uni que, bei ng one of 
onl y two groups whose major- wint....setdl'ment was 
not J.ocated on tbe coast. Thl' Fish Ri"ergroup isl'Sti­
ma~ to have been abou l50people by Ray (198-1:295) 
and aboul l OO by Kautsky (1981:16). Thl' principal 
Sl'ttlement of the group was located ......., the mouth 
of the Niukluk Ri,·et (Koutsky 1981:32), and othet 
yl'ar-rouorl Sl'tt lements an' 1l"JX'ned. to have been 
loca ted nl'a r the confluence of the Niukluk and 
Casedl'p..ga Rivers. on the Fish River aOO\'l' the 
con ffue nce wi lh the Niukluk, and on Tele phone 
Creek (Koutsky 1981:301). 

Thl' subsis tence activities of the Fish River Eski­
mos Wen.' orientt.'d around the h.:ln'l'St of fish, cari­
bou and sm..lI51.'a mam mals. In..~much as meywere 
an inl,md group, fish and caribou m..y have been of 

,
 

part icula r import..nce (Koutsky 1981:32), but fami­
lies d id move to thl' roast in the spring to hunt seals 
(Koutsky 1981:35; Ray 1984:287). A general annu.:l l 
round for these peoples probably involved fall and 
wintl'r ll'Sidmce .01 larger year-round settlements, 
from which caribou and small ..nima ls were hunled 
and fish Wl'rl' u ken through theicl'-; then movement 
o f a t least portions of the group to the coast in the 
spring for seal hunting: and dispo.-rsalthroughout the 
region in small camps d uring thesummer when fish­
ing was the prim.l.ry activity. 

Then- is ~'ery little infonn.a tion spec:ific to the hunt­
ing and fishing techniques.and technology 04 the Fish 
River peccie. but there is no rl'olSOn to assUffi(' that 
subsislt'nCe practices wl're radically different from 
those 1€f'O'1ed for other groups in northWl'St Alaska. 
FISh were taken with a varietyoftechniques, includ­
ing sinew net5, fish spea rs, traps, and hand lines. 
~ harvl'Sted incJudl'rl gray ling. Dolly Varden 
trout, ling cod, whitefish. pi ke, and salmon (Koutsky 
1981:32-37). Small animals such as hares. ptarmigan, 
and squirrels Wl'll' snared or shot with bow and ..r­
row, and caribo u w ere in t<>rcepted d uring their mi­
grations or drivl'n into corrals or lakes, where they 
were shot or speared, Seals w ere likely taken with 
h"rpoons used for hunting aro und breathing holes 
and leads in the icl', and eets which were strung bl' ­
low the ice . 

PREVIOUS WO RK 
Archaeological and l'lhnographic work has been 

carried out on the Seward Penins ula s~ the la t<> 
1800s, when l'eLsoo (l1l99) madl' l'xtensive ethnologi­
cal collections and documented the ma terial cultu re 
and Iifew..ys of the region. In 1926 Hrdlicka briefly 
Investigated an:ha.eological sites near Safety Sound 
and on Golovnin Bay (Hrdlicka 1943:87; 133)• .and in 
1949.and 1950larsen escavated theTra.ilCreek Cans 
in the ink'riorofthe pminsula . As noeed above, there 
are some questions abou t the ea rliest k>\'l'ls from this 
.,.;a,·ation. but other material is It-problematic and 
h.ls been assigned to Arctic Small Tool tradition. 
Thull'•.and ute p rehistoric Eskimo periods by Larsen 
(1962:281-289). 

\ lajoor escevations were conducted by Gid dings a t 
Cape Denbighfrorn 1948to 1952(Gid dings l '.J6.l)and 
by Bockslou' at Cape Noml' in the 1970s (Bockstoce 
1979) . G idd ings ' work at Dl'nbigh defined thl' 
Denbigh Flint Compll'x. and also recovered materi­
als of :\lorton and late prehistoric Eskimo oril';ins. The 
u pe Nome excava tions rev ealed Denbigh ma!l"ri­
als evertain by a large Norton S('ttleml'nt. 8ockstoce 
defined two periods of Norton sett lemen t, and con ­
cluded thatthe absence of I'd sin kers during the later 



period may well indicate a period of climatic cool­
ingduring which salmon were not available in suffi­
cien t numbers to be a major subsistence resource 
(Bockstoce 1979;88-89). The Bureau of Land Manage­
ment carried out small-scale excavations at the Nuk 
site near Safety Sound in 1977,excavating portions 
of two structures in what remained of a nineteenth 
century settlement that had been seriously impacted 
by coastal storms (Smith 1985). 

Several survey projects have also been undertaken 
in the area of M<£arthys Marsh and the Bendeleben 
Mountains. Gal recorded a number of sites along the 
Koyuk River in 1971 (Gal 1971) and in 1974 Powers 
surveyed portio ns of the area that was to become the 
Bering Land Bridge National Preserve, document­
ing several sites in the vicinity of rmuru k and 
Kuzitrin Lakes, just north of the Bendelebens. (pow­
ers et al. 1982). Gal's sites were mostly re.;ent camps, 
with historic and late preh istoric times also repre­
sented. Sites recorded by Powe rs et al. are predomi­
nately prehistoric and consist of tent rings, cairns, 
hunting blinds. caches and house pits. Among these 
sites were two villages, at Gosling Cone and Kuzitrin 
Lake (Powers 1975:30; 34). 

In 1985and 1986 the National Park Service carried 
out extensive archaeological survey in the Bering 
Land Bridge National Preserve (Schaaf 1988). Aspart 
of this project, they revisited Kuzitrin Lake, mapping 
sites located by Powers and discovering several more 
sites. Schaaf describes sites around Kuzitrin Lake as 
consisting of four settlements, one Flake scatter, and 
five stone structures. Periods represented indude 
Denbigh, late prehistoric Eskimo, and historic (1988, 
Vol. l:70). 

Within the block of BLM-managed lands ilS<'lf, very 
little work had been done prior to the 1991 field ef­
fort. The Alaska Heritage Resource Survey data base 
listed only 31 sites for the entire block of ca. 1.5 mil­
lion acres, and of those, only 18 had been located on 
the ground, The remaining 13 were repor ted on the 
basis of various sources of information, but their lo­
cations and the nature of remains present a t these 
sites, if any; have new r been verified. Among the dif­
ferent sources of repo rted information for the area, 
are sites listed in Ray (1964) and Koutsky (l981) both 
of which are baS&:! primarily on interviews with lo­
cal informa nts. 

With only two exceptions, the 18 sites that have 
been survey!'d on the ground are sites for which 
BeringStraits Native Corporation has filed selections 
under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act as 
cemetery or historic sites. These sites were visited, 
mapped and descr ibed in deta il by Park Service or 
Bureau of Indian Affairs su rw y crews as part of the 
conveyance process. 

a 

Cultural resource workdone by the Bureau of Land 
Management in this block 0/ lands prior to the 1991 
survey had consisted only of a few limited site-spe­
cific inventories done to evaluate the impacts of sur­
face disturbing activities such as placer mining or 
the opt'ration of commercial guide camps, 

Of the 31 sites known or reported to occur in the 
8endeleben block,24are historic, five are preh istoric, 
and two may be both. HistoriC sites ind ude several 
mining camps, roadhouses, a shelter cabin, a cabin 
that housed maintenance perso nnel for a mining-re­
lated ditch, and sites associated with reindeer herd­
ing. Prehistoric sites ind ude several small settlements 
reported along the Kuzltrtn and Nuxapaga rivers in 
the extreme northwestern portion of the block, and 
a small village site on the south bank of Telephon!' 
Creek in the M<£arthys Marsh area , Other prehis­
toricsites reported by Koutsky within the Bendeleben 
block apparently could not be located on the ground. 

DESCRIPTION OF INVENTORY 
During the 1991 field season BLM staff surveyed 

six areas on the Seward Peninsula (Fig. 2), Survey 
was conducted by a crew of two persons, and was 
carried out in three separate trips lasting ten days 
apiece, from fuly 2 to August 7. 

inventory Des ign 
Becausebas....line data was the primary goal of the 

inventory, a detailed research design was not devel­
oped. In fact, areas surveyed were determined to a 
significant extent On the basis of logistical consider­
ations. In a very real sense, the 1991 project was a 
survey of areas surround ing fixed-wing landing 
str ips in the Bendeleben and Darby Mountains . 

The process of choosing areas to explore began with 
soliciting information from pilots in the Nome area 
regard ing the location;; ofsmallaircraft landing strips 
located on public lands in the general area , After re­
vi!'wing this information, BLM staff new a scouting 
trip to locate these a irstrips and evaluate the poten­
tial for archaeological or historic sites within walk­
ing distance of the strips. Based on this overflight, 
six locations were selected for survey because of their 
topographic settings and location;; in major valleys 
in the mountains , 

The areas covered at each location were explored 
by the team on foot after considering likely locations 
for prehistoricand historic sites. The excursions from 
base camps we re designed to cover maximum 
ground while being careful not to miss areas that 
might contain potential resources, The team looked 
for bare and rocky areas, terraces, bluffs, and other 
locations where it was possible to identify remains 
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of human occu pation . Loca tions were explored in 
areas l\I!ar Willer sources and with good vi<.'ws of the 
surround ing Lands. 

/"., ,.,,tory M d ltods 
Surveyby foot was carried ou t using a wa ndering 

trareect. Laid OUI so as to CQrlIlO'(t Ioc.:l t:ioNo fell to h.aVE' 
poten tia l for ";!'eoccurrence, wi th Orlf>' l'><erption. Tl>l' 
or'Mi' E'1«<J'Iion was the large terrace at \II..goo \'Iho.>.el 
",irs l rip. wh ich wa s covered uti lizing para llel 
tr aNol'ctS spaced 15 to 20 D'M'!ffS apa rt. 

\\o'hftt. ~a~ was d i5roverlld. it was """minai, 
cal.1logued. aed Ioc.:lled precisely on lopogr.aphKaI 
maps. Field notes ....ere kept cont..ining areas cov­
eTed. s ites discovered, precis<> measu remen ts, de­
scrip tive comm.-nts, impressions o f the sile .and o f 
the d rNO; and field interpreldbom of the in \"f11tory, 
..reas('OVetl'd. and the si tes discovered. 

Locllt io"s SllnJ"Ytd 
lower bton Creek is located where the creek 

leavl"S Ihe Bt'ndeleben Mounta ins dnd flows in to 
McCarthys Marsh. It i:; ao:essed by a JOO.met....rough 
airs trip loca ted on a distinct terraCf' 0'.151 o f Boston 
CR....k. The base camp was set up al the no rthedst 
.md of the strip . Areas traversed and expi<lred in­
clud~>d the terraces and oore rocky ar..as to tho! nor th, 
sou th and easr cr the airstrip, and on the large rocky 
terra<:e.:l area across the valley to the west. 

Upper Boston Creek is Iocatl'd n....r the he..dwa­
ters of Boston CM'k in the Bend..leben Mountains. 
Th.. Boston Creek vall ey is a low pass in th.. 
Bendelebm Mountains from the f ish River d rainage 
in thesouth to the Kuzitrin drainage in theno rth and 
to the upper s..-",d Pt'Ttiru;ula. 'The "'\'.I surveyed is 
acaSl>l'd by a rough, sloping aimrip on the sou th­
Nst side of Boiton CM'k- Base c..mp was sei up .II 
the southeast end of the strip. NNS ll"nersed and 
""'p~ indude the terr..ces to the no rth of c.amp 
on the northe.ast sid.. of Boiton Cree k, and both sid..., 
of the va lley to thesouth for aboul a mile ,uld a h.llf. 

OmiLik airstrip is jocated on a west slope of the 
Darby Mount.tins, 10the ..ase of McCarth ys ~Lo rsh . 

It is accessed by a gr"",'1 airstri p no rth of Omilak 
Creek and sou lh of ..n unnamed creek on a Lirge, 
fla t, drained rocky area. Base camp was se t up in a 
cabin adjacenl 10 the airstrip . All'as ll""" ersed ..nd 
explored included the vall..y of the unnamed ( M'k, 
Omilak Mountain 's silver mine and camp to the north 
th...... miles, and along Omilak Creek two miles to 
the south..a,!. 

Wagon \Vheel airstrip is on the f ish River abou t a 
mile nor thwest of the conflu..nee of the f ish River 
and Wagon Whet'l Creek in the 8end..leb<'n Moun­

tains. lt was accessed by a good 750-m..ter hard pack 
rocky airstrip on a large bluff art'a ....st of the fish 
River. The ai rstrip is well marked ..nd eere is a pri­
vate cabin at the south end of the runway. The base 
(amp was sei up at the north end of the airstrip. Ar· 
..as tran,rsed and exp lored indude bluffs and ler­
r..ces on both sides of the nver to the sou th for 2.5 
kilometers. bluffs and terTaces on lhe east side of the 
ri"er to the north for 3 kiklrnet<'n. the sides of ..n 
unnamed cn>ri< to the northe.ut. and the entin,> rocky 
..irstrip ..rt'a. 

Otter Creek ..irstrip is located on a rid ge between 
Otter Creek and Deron Creek on the eastem slopes 
of the Darby Mou ntaiN. o" erlooking n.... th Valle)·. 
It is accessed by a Mnall . rough d irt airstrip. The base 
camp w..,. set up at the north "'<'$t end of theairstrip _ 
Art'..s tra,·ersed and explored includ.. the bluffs ..nd 
ridges to the north, w<'$t. and lIOUthWest within 2.5 
kilometers of the airstrip. 

Windy Creek a irstri p is located on the rid gE' be­
tween Wmdy Creek and Telephone Creek. It is "c­
cessed by an 01"-"', slop ing. rough airstrip. The base 
camp waS set up at the no rth end of theairst rip. Ar­
eas traversed and explored include the valley of Tele­
phone Creek to abou t 6.5 kilom..ters sou thwest of 
the airstrip, and the mountain top to the northeastof 
camp. 

INVENTO RY RESULTS 
Prehistoric sites make up most of the resources 

identified in this surveyTbese sues could da re from 
..arly COIltact pt'riods to several thousand yea rs o ld . 
B.ased on" complete ..bsence of associated htstoric 
materials. they all.' ass umed to date to prehistoric 
periods. However. given the ..!most complete 1.Kk 
ofsurfact' ilrtifaets.tS:5<Xiated with thesites, thi5couJd 
be .. questionable a~mption. 

'The sites all' m.>de up of stone IIl'rlt rings and ..sso­
cidted c<lChes and ~her stone structures. 'The stone 
form.ations were found onl}' along the Fish River and 
in the upper Boston Creek art'as . The stone arrange­
ments all' consistently found on bluffs, 1eTT.aceo;,.and 

ridg es ",;th a good ,·iew. and dose to w..ter. 'They 
art' located in ~-all eys with low passes toothermajor 
drainages. 

Within the ten identified sitl'S are ap proximately 
twen ty-two stone stnoetures, ranging from one 10six 
per si te. The sizes (.6x.9m to 3.6 x 3.9m) and shapes 
"ary (round, oval, rectangular, ~U~.,;h.lped, and p iles 
of stones ), Stone slructures have been roughly clas­
sified on the basis of shape and size. Circular, oval. 
or even sub-rectangular arrangem..nts of stones mea' 
su ring moll' than 1.8 to 2.I meters in at Ieast one di­
rection were generally assumed to be tL'Jl t rings. Small 
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circular or oval arrangement> of stones measuring 
.9 to 1.5 mete rs were assumed to be caches. Larger 
stone features that gave the appearance of a smaller 
arrangement with scattered stones around them 
were classed as caches. Stone arrangements that ap­
peared to be semi-c ircular or If-shaped were, for 
want of a beller term, classed as blinds or wind­
brea ks. In no case did we encounter the sort of fea­
ture described as a blind or windbreak by Schaaf. 
She dep icts a structure of multiple courses of stone, 
standing perhaps 1 meter high, which she calls a 
hunting blind (Schaff 198&73). No structure that we 
located in the Bendeleben Mountains area had more 
than two or three stones stacked atop one another. 

This classif ication of features is arbitrary, and to 
some extent subjective. Nonetheless, it may provide 
a tentative framework for examining and compar­
ing the sites from the 1991 inventory. The sites and 
their assoc iated features are shown in Table 1. De­
tailed descriptions of individual sites, as well as site 
and feature maps are contained in the appendix. 

Two of the sites noted are recent, not dating before 
the tum of the century, and more likely. within the 
last fifty years. The reind ,-""r herder's corral (BEN­
(64) at lower Boston Creek dates to nOearlier than 
the introductonofherding. and reportedly waS used 
in the 19705. The collapsed structure (SOL-Q74)along 
Omilak Creek is of unknown origin, bu t is no t 
thought to be very old. 

A thir teenth site, the Pargon ditch (BEN-Q83) was 
observed in the field, but was not mapped or docu­
mented to any degre<:' because we had limited time 
to spend in the area, and because the feature is shown 
On current USGS, maps. Subsequently, some his-

torte research was done on this site, and that infor­
mation is presented as part of this report. 

The remaining ten prehistoric sites range from 
those containing a single blind or wind break to one 
site that consisted of three tent rings and threeasso­
dated smaller features. Eight of the ten prehistoric 
sites contained tent rings. and three had caches. All 
of the sites with caches also had at least one tent ring. 
Of the three sites with biinds or wind breaks, two 
were single-feature sites and one contained only a 
single other feature. 

All prehistoric sites discovered were located either 
in the upper Boston Creek area or along the Fish 
River. No prehistoric s ites were recorded from any 
of the other areas where survey was conducted. Five 
sites were recorded for each of the areas in which 
prehistoric sites were encountered. 

Aimost no artifacts were discovered Onthe surface 
of the sites or in the small test units that were exca­
vated. The only sites where we encountered any ar­
tifacts were BEN-Q73, where the weathered basal 
portion of a bone arrowhead was collected, and BEN­
082, where a piece of cut antler, possibly a tool handle 
of some sort, was noted. Only the arrowhead frag_ 
ment was collected, as it was judged that its location 
on a known and currently used landing strip, indi­
cated a fair probability that it might be destroyed Or 
removed. The antler p iece was photographed and 
described in the field, and left in situ. This is consis­
tent with Kobuk district policy, which dictates that 
archaeological materia ls should not be collected Un­
less there is reason to believe they will be adversely 
affected if left in place. 

Table 1. Sites discovered during 1991 inven tory and class ification o f sto ne structu res at prehistoric sites. 

Site 
BEN_ 
BEN-Q73
 
BEN-Q74
 
BEN-Q75
 
BEN-<J76
 
BEN-<J77
 
BEN-<J78
 
BEN-Q79
 
BEN-oBO
 
BEN-<J81
 
BEN-Q82
 
BEN-083
 
SOL-Q74
 

Period 
Recent 
Prehistoric 
Prehistoric 
Prehistoric 
Prehistoric 
Prehistoric 
Prehistoric 
Preh istoric 
Prehistoric 
Prehistoric . . . 

Prehistoric 
Historic 
Recent 

Total: 

Tent Rin 

1 
1 

a 

Cache 

z 

a 

Windbreak 

1 
1 
1 

Other 

1 

1 

Total 
0 
1 
3 
a 
1 
6 

1 

1 
2 
2 

2 
1 

3 
1 
1, 
2 
0 
0 

10 2 22• 
10 



CONCLUSIONSAND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Given the n..a r-a.b5o.na of artif.1C1$, it ~ perhaps 

overly ambili0U5 to attempt to as,sign functions to 
th.. sites, but the information in Table 1 dot'S suggest 
a tenta tiv.. interpretation, based on our id entification 
and assumed uses of the different types of stone struc­
tures. Sites w ith stone csches would seem to ind i­
ca ee hunting as a primary acti\·ity, assuch structun.s 
were uS<'d 10 store barveseed meat until it cceld be 
he uled 10 the vi llage. Sites with tenl rings and no 
Glches COt.Ild hev.. resulted fro m trawl through tm­
area Ioother locations. Sires with on ly blinds or wind 
breaks could ind icate short-term shelters created in 
response to sud den severe weather conditions, o r for 
shor t-term u se by a single individ ua l tra ~·el ing 

th rough theU N . 

The d istribution of prehistnric m.1teridb d isrov­
ered in 1991 m.1yalso hav.. 5Qme significance for i n~ 
t .. r p reting p re historic hu man b..havior. It is 
suggestive, 011 least , that sites w located only in 
th.. Fish Riwr and uppt.'r Boston Cr k are..s. While 
the su rvey tha t wa s don.. dot'S not lend itself to any 
sort of rigorous analysis of :;ettlt'fl'l..nl pa tterns, the 
obsenred distribution of sites must be the res ult of 
someth ing oth ... than p ro_imity to known year­
ro und settlements. Koutsky (1981:34) reports an 
abandoned village on low... Telephone Creek. and 
archaeologists working for the N..tional Park St>r.ice 
located this site in 1979. They reported over twl'flty 
d<'Pressions at the site. induding eight tha t are iden­
tified as ho~ pits (Bu...au of Land Mmagernent 
n.d.a.). DespitE' the prt";('nce of this site, BI.J.1 .....n ·"Y 
in 1991 loated no pmristoric cultural remains 00 the
 
uJ'Pl'T part of T..lephone Creek,. b ut d id find sites 00
 

the Fish Riv... and on u p~ Boston C ree k, two lee..~
 
lions tha t ..re ..t least as f"r removed fro m the \·ill"ge
 
sit.. as is uppe r Telephone Creek. As:;uming th..t th..
 
village on Tel" phone Cl"t't'k and th l' sites dtscov..red
 
by us "Ie of simila r ages, the distribution of tent ring
 
si tes woeld seem to indica... that people " ·ere Irn ­

e1ing 10 Fish Ri\·er and upper Boston C n.>ek because
 
these .1....1 w ,,", good hunnng Ioca~, or bec..use
 
lhes<> v..JJeys p rovid ed good no rth ·sou th tra v..l
 
TOUtes through the Bendelebens. 

S it~ [ v aluatiOIlS 
The Pargon d itch appears to be ..llglble for tht' 

Na tional Register of His.lo ric PI.l.;es. lIS aSSO(i,)non 
with tho- d ...·..lopmmt of mining on the5ewoIrd Pen ­
insuLl ,.md with the Wild Goos.e Min ing and Trad ­
ingCompany, whkh p l" yed ..n important rol.. in the 
hiSlOry of m ining in th .. Council area and elsewhere 
on the Seward Peninsula, ~ppears to qU.:l lify the d itch 
for the Na tional Register under both eriteri.. NaN and 

n 

"b~ (36 CFR 60.-1). A Gibin oISSOCia' ed with th is d itch 
hou prev iously been judged 10 meoet whal a... essen­
tiall y :'>iationa1Register criteria when it was certified 
..ligib le to beselected by Bering Str~ it ",..ti,·.. Corpo­
r..tlOnas a histoncsit.. (Bureau of u nd Management 
n,d , bl · Th.. Pargon ditch should furtht'r bedassitied 
for scientific and socio-cultura l use. Additional on­
the-ground documentation, historical rest'arch, and 
pertups some archoleologica l ..ltC.1va tion of ",..hted 
area.sCOt.IJd ('(lntribu!e im porta-nt infonrLil tion on the 
a...e's history. The fact tNt the ~onal Na n .·.. COr­
poration h.ls selected Asite assoctated with the d itch 
probably indicates a level of loe..l interest that also 
justifies clas.~ifyin g the sit.. for socio-cultural use. 
At present, p rehistoric si tes do not appea r to be ..li ­

gJblt' for the N..tional Register. G iven the ...... r-total 
I.Kk of ..rtifaets from these si tn, they c.mnot pres­
ently be reliably dated, or ...-en assigned loa definite 
cultural a ffiliation. BaS<'d on this, they do not " pp"a r 
Io qualify und..r cri teri on · d,~ and w.. th.....fore have 
no rea son to ~s~ume they qu..iify und..r any other 
crit..ria. If w.. are able to le..m mor.. about th..... sites 
we should re-evaluate thei r eligibility to the National 
Register. 

All pn-historic sites disro\-ered in 1991 should be 
classified foe scientific use. At the present time they 
do not .. ppear to be logical GIIldidatn for ""y ol the 
~r use catesories. with th.. f'O"Sible exc."tion of 
socio-cultural use, and there is a cl..ar need to try to 
learn more about these silt'S. These consid..rations 
..rgue for placing th..m in the sci..nt ific useeatesory. 

R«o......nt~tio "" fo' f " rtIIn Work 
Pl'PSently. m uch o f th.. McCarthys Marsh, 

Beedeleben .1....1 hoIs been selected by the St.. tE' of 
ALa ska . Shou ld this .1....1 rema in in BLM managt"­
men t, the following add itional work should be done 
to bu ild on th.. results of the 1991 surv ey. 

1. Additional in ...entory should be carried Out on 
Boston Cm>kand Fish Rj,·er. The purpose of this 
work ..·ould be 10 det ..rm ine if more sites .. re 
present ..long other portions of the streams. or 
are si tes just d istributed in and ..round the ar­
....5 where they were located in 1991. Answ..r­
ing tht'SE' questions might help determln.. what 
behaviors Wl're ta king place at the sites. 

2. Additional inventoryshoeld be conducted along
 
the Pargon River to determin.. if sites simila r to
 
those located on Boston Cn"t'k ..nd theFish Rj\-er
 
a ... also Preslm l in this Me". At the s.une lime,
 
additional documentanon of the Pargan di tch
 
rould be ob ta ined. Knowing more about the d is­

tribution of preh istoric sites could help us try to
 
determine what resources were being harvested
 
from these sites.
 



3. Inventory should	 be carri ed out on the l"....er 
stnMhes of tribu taries to the Fish River, suc h as 
BostonCreek and the r .argon Rive r. Th~ "reas 
were not accnsibl~10us in 1991, given the type 
of <lCCl'SS w~ utilil<"d. The Presl"/'lC'l.' of a larger 
village sile on Telephone creek raises the possi­
bility thaI simila r sites may be loca ted on the 
lower portions 01 other trib ulMies . 

4. One or more of ttw sites located in 1991 should 
be tested to~if inform.ltioncan becb­
tainO'd to belt...- d"k! the sites and to dewnnine 
cultural affiliation. Very limited testing at the 
lime of decccery did notencounter a rtifact!; or 
datablecharcoal, but testing was e~treme l y lim­
ited . Mon! e~ ten5i ve testingrould possibly p~ 

'lid.. the informa tion .-.iN to learn more about 
thes ites, ..nd could <1 00 reveal.:tdd ition.al struc­
tu res at the siles. 

"
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