A right-of-way (ROW) is a BLM-issued authorization to use a specific piece of public land for a specific purpose for a specified period of time.  As authorized by the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920 Amended(MLA), the BLM issues ROWs for oil and gas operations, for the construction of related facilities (those not authorized by appropriate leases) and for the oil and gas transmission pipeline--and its related facilities. Other ROWs, such as for infrastructure, are also issued by the BLM.
For example, the 800-mile-long Trans-Alaska Pipeline is the largest, most continuous structure in Alaska.  Crossing over and through lands with various owners, the pipeline stretches from the northern coast in Prudhoe Bay to the southern coast at Prince William Sound in Valdez. 
To tackle the logistics and legalities of the awesome Trans-Alaska Pipeline project, the BLM and the State of Alaska worked in cooperation with other federal and state agencies, to form the Joint Pipeline Office, located at 411 West 4th Ave Anchorage, AK 99501 (907) 257-1300.

 

