
Yearly Statistics for Homesteads Patented in Alaska Pre-1905 to 19611 

Year  Number of homesteads Total Acres  
Pre-19052  none -- 
1905 9 580 
1906 3 14 
1907 15 545 
1908 -- -- 
1909 18 978 
1910 11 718 
1911 16 1,288 
1912 14 986 
1913 -- -- 
1914 -- -- 
1915 2 77 
1916 30 3,432 
1917 16 2,438 
1918 44 3,079 
1919 54 7,027 
1920 67 12,726 
1921 51 11,177 
1922 72 12,531 
1923 56 8,016 

                                                           
1 Source:  Homesteads.  U.S. Bureau of Land Management, General Printing Office 1962, 28 pages.  Note:  
This record, now over 50 years old, provides information that varies somewhat from more recent 
homestead statistics compiled by the Alaska State Office of the Bureau of Land Management as found 
online in BLM’s automated Alaska Land Information System.  For example, sometimes the pre-1962 
annual statistics on homesteads included instances of where a person filed for land under homestead 
law but instead bought out the claim.  Also, the number of homesteads granted in a year as shown on 
the table (with some data missing for certain years) did not include statistics on all types of homesteads, 
such as 5-acre non-agricultural “homesteads” that were possible starting in the later 1920s. 

 
2 Pre-1905:  Homestead legislation did not apply to Alaska until May 14, 1898, so no homesteads could 
be claimed or patented until after that date, with the initial 5-year requirement for most homesteaders 
to reside on the land making it virtually impossible for anyone to get a homestead until after May of 
1903.  However, there were some exceptions.  Some “homestead patents” were issued in Alaska prior to 
1905 that cite homestead laws as the legal authority for the conveyance.  In those cases, they were 
mostly due to former soldiers or sailors with special homestead preference rights selling their rights to 
someone else.  Otherwise, prior to 1905, very few, if any, homesteads were patented in Alaska to 
people personally meeting all of the homestead requirements, including performing required 
agricultural work that was never easy in Alaska.  

 



Year  Number of homesteads Total Acres  
1924 49 8,162 
1925 31 4,127 
1926 59 8,075 
1927 45 5,529 
1928 49 4,258 
1929 50 4,376 
1930 49 4,612 
1931 36 2,778 
1932 65 4,785 
1933 75 4,364 
1934 54 2,953 
1935 32 2,510 
1936 46 4,974 
1937 39 3,818 
1938 36 3,451 
1939 71 5,350 
1940 58 4,857 
1941 49 4,997 
1942 38 4,694 
1943 35 4,763 
1944 33 2,754 
1945 14 1,553 
1946 7 240 
1947 20 1,569 
1948 23 2,401 
1949 156 18,530 
1950 186 22,887 
1951 185 21,319 
1952 124 13,449 
1953 130 13,938 
1954 169 19,757 
1955 159 17,446 
1956 71 8,019 
1957 114 12,471 
1958 40 4,166 
1959 -- -- 
1960 3 160 
1961 179 21,352 
[Footnotes added 2/19/2014 by Robert E. King] 

 


