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" isms. In humans it harms the cen-
* tral nervous system; causing blurred

 developing fotuses.

the - emvironmental group

" and federal cleanup effort which

By Aaron Sphzer

The Tundta Drums

The Red Devil Mine, once onc of the nation’s ma,nr pro-
ducers of toxic mereury, will soon be undergding an-environ-
mental cleanup, acconding 1o federal officials,

Dver 27 milltion pounds of liquid mercury were extacted -
from ores at the mine between its founding in- 1933 ‘and ils
* clawiee in 1971 — atime whcn ecological regulauuns\nm all
. hmnon-exxsien(.

From Page 1 -
up “sbouta teaspoor” of pure, ig-
vid mercury.

‘In its plre form, mercury is tox-
ic, when ingested by living organ-

vision or blindness, toath Yoss. equi- .5, o
tibrium disruplion and damage 10 Red'Ibp tuld

It abso aocumulates in the fatty -
tissues of fish and animals, posing
harm bathk to those $ecies and ©
Ihe people who consume them. .

- Red Devil’s proximity to both .
people and water makes it @ worri-
somme site forﬂ)eBl;M Alcorn said.

. The mine area is dnuncd by Red T
Dévil Creek, which flows a quarser
mile into the Knskokwim River.

‘By land, thesite is accessible to
the viltage via a milc-Jong over-
grown teack. Warnings, posted to;
vard off trespassers, likely do little -
good, Alcorn admitted. "“People
shouldn't be walking up there,. bul —
we know that they do.”

The Red Devit Mine has:
received remewed atiention in the
wake of the controversy. over the
cleanup of another vegional mercury
mine, Red Top, near the village of
Aleknagik in Bristol Bay. : :

Though Red- Tap pmduoeé less g
than: one-thousandth the amaont of K
wmorcury as Red Devit, the 1992 dis- £
covery there of $iquid mefcury on & ol
river floodplain prompted action by-

Greenpeace and mobitized a state

continues to this day.

Frrt term rpinnler nma T na arsiala

" site; sitdted jus oisiderthe villagecof Red Deviton ﬁ}eupp@:r "

“ness vary based on o one faks fo.

“hazards af the ming ite this summer i\cxl seasod the mm;_)a- )
ny. Harding, Lawson & Assncmes, wﬂ] underlake adleanvp
“ofihe ama_ .

- spent at Red Desi,” he.s;

Smce lhen, remadnalmn ct’forts. Vavbe.en spnradlc al xhe

Kuoskokwim River; Assessments ‘ofthe umas cunemq mlis
Tn am effort o resolve lmgmng thons alxmt Red Devﬂ’

safety, an Anchorage fiem hired by ihe Bureav of Land  baterie: ond Shm‘)f asbestos Wi 3]301‘“3‘0"“““"“4
Management will.be conducting'a study of enviropmental - 3f encemmn 1 wel] '“00"‘ “'d-‘j‘“" the P““ ufmma m"‘
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