
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

   
 

   
   
 

    
 

   

  
 

 

 
 

 
   

  
  

  
  

  
    
  

 
 

  
   

     
 

    

United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Anchorage Field Office 

4700 BLM Road 
Anchorage, Alaska  99507-2591 

http://www.blm.gov/ak 

March 19, 2013 

In Reply Refer To: 
2064 (AKA013) 
AA-082255 

Memorandum 

To:	 FOR RECORD 

From:	 Larry Beck 
Environmental Protection Specialist 

Subject:	 Public Involvement – Kolmakof Mine Site Non-Time-Critical Removal Action 

The purpose of this Memorandum For Record (MFR) is to memorialize BLM’s Community 
Involvement efforts for this Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liabilities Act (CERCLA) based project.  This MFR with attachments shall be made a 
permanent component of the Administrative Record and case file AA-082255. 

Public notice of availability of the Environmental Engineering/Cost Analysis (EE/CA) and 
Administrative Record (AR) for public review and comment (attachment 1) was made by 
publication in the affected communities’ most widely distributed newspaper; The Delta 
Discovery.  A 30 day public comment period was established for Dec 26, 2012 through January 
24, 2013. BLM also made the announcement via the Anchorage District Office and Anchorage 
Field Office public web pages (attachment 2).  Due to a publishing error by the Delta Discovery, 
the public notice did not appear until the January 7, 2013 edition (attachment 3), however the 
notice had been published on-time on Delta Discovery’s web page (attachment 4). In the 
January 7, 2013 edition Delta Discovery ran an editorial article about the KMS project, including 
information about the 30 day public comment period (attachment 5).  To ensure a full 30 days 
were available for public comment, BLM subsequently extended the comment period to be 45 
days (attachment 2).     

To facilitate public access to the AR, which includes the EE/CA, copies were made available at 
both the Anchorage Field Office Public Room and the Native Village of Napaimute’s (NVN) 
Tribal Office in Bethel. Additionally, an electronic version was made available on AFO’s public 
web pages. To comply with BLM’s Alaska Natives consultation obligation, letters formally 
requesting consultation were sent to the NVN, The Kuskokwim Corporation, and the Calista 
Corporation (attachments 6-8 respectively).  Copies of the EE/CA were included with each letter. 
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Calista Corp. replied by email that consultation was not necessary and concurred with EE/CA 
recommended Alternative 4 (attachment 9).  TKC requested meeting with BLM February 8, 
2013. NVN requested the meeting at TKC include NVN representatives also (attachment 10). 

On February 8, 2013 BLM’s Kolmakof Mine Site Team, consisting of Anchorage Field Manager 
Alan Bittner, Public Affairs Specialist Teresa McPherson, and Project Manager Larry Beck 
presented the EE/CA, findings, and recommended Alternative (Alt 4) to Rachael Klein, TKC 
Land Resources Manager and Mark Leary, NVN Director of Operations and Development in a 
joint consultation at TKC’s conference room.  TKC made comment supporting EE/CA Alt 4 by 
email following the consultation (attachment 11). Larry was invited to return and made the same 
presentation to the TKC Land Committee on February 13th. 

Summary of Public Comment on the EE/CA and AR.  All comment received supported selecting 
EE/CA Alternative 4 for the KMS.  Only concerns voiced were that BLM plans to spend 2-3 
years conducting the removal action; NVN and TKC would like that moved up so that the land 
could be conveyed sooner.  NVN voiced preference to have the oil contaminated soil off-site 
disposed rather than landspread for 2 or more years at the KMS.  Larry Beck explained it’s a 
matter of funding; for every dollar spent disposing materials off-site, that many less dollars are 
available to dispose off-site of metals-contaminated soils.  While landspreading oil contaminated 
soils is passive and may take a few years to achieve cleanup, it is low-cost and saved funds will 
allow more expedited removal of metals contaminated soil that can only be treated off-site.  No 
written comment from the general public was received. 
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