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determine what continuing impact the abandoned mine site may have on groundwater, the Kuskokwim River, 
and surrounding lands following cleanup work BLM previously conducted there. Contaminants of concern are 
mercury, arsenic, antimony, and lead from the cinnabar mining processes, and petroleum contamination from 
the mine’s fuel tanks. The investigation is being conducted in close cooperation with the Alaska Department of 
Environmental Conservation. 

 
Meet Brian Bourdon 
 

BLM’s Nome Field Station is now a staff of two. In December, Brian Bourdon (left) 
joined BLM Nome representative Tom Sparks. Previously, Bourdon was resource 
conservation and development coordinator with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service in Nome. Bourdon will now assist with BLM realty and recreation work in Nome 
and western Alaska. He holds a BA in rural development from the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks. 
 

 
Glennallen Field Office news 

 
Delta River management plan update 
 

Public scoping for the Delta River Management Plan 
concluded in September 2008. The Glennallen Field Office 
analyzed comments and published a scoping report in 
December. GFO then met with the Alaska Dept. of Natural 
Resources and Dept. of Fish and Game in January to discuss 
opportunities for cooperatively developing the proposed 
management actions and alternatives. 

Next, GFO will prepare the initial draft of the proposed action and alternatives, which will be reviewed by 
the State. The affected environment and environmental consequences portion of the EA will then be prepared. A 
draft EA will follow and is tentatively scheduled to be available for public review this summer. 

Concurrently, the BLM will make a navigability determination for the Delta River. It is anticipated this 
determination will be completed in late February. Depending on the outcome of this determination, some of the 
proposed management actions in the draft EA could be affected, requiring further review and analysis. Once the 
public review process is completed for the draft EA, GFO will prepare an EA. (Above right: canoeing the lower 
Delta River with views of the Alaska Range) 

 
Unauthorized use 
 

GFO is in the process of resolving unauthorized occupancy on public 
lands. Through helicopter support, several cases of unauthorized use were 
posted for removal in remote areas of the Glennallen Field Office 
management boundary over the past 3 years. These unauthorized use sites 
include tent platforms, abandoned vehicles, fuel caches, dilapidated and 
abandoned structures, and a few maintained and well-used cabins. 

These sites are now being prioritized for removal or mitigated to clear 
unauthorized occupancy before the State of Alaska takes title to the lands 

as part of the State’s entitlement under the Statehood Act. GFO has worked with DNR on a case-by-case basis 
to determine any options available to authorize the use under State regulations. Extensive efforts were made to 
encourage people to come forward to help find solutions to resolve the unauthorized use. 
 

(Above: abandoned Nodwell track vehicle on GFO-managed public lands) 
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