
BLM Geothermal Program
Attachment 1: Induced Seismicity Screening Worksheet

for Geothermal Well Stimulation Projects

Higher-level Concern
Do not proceed with further 

processing before first 
contacting State Office 

Geothermal Program Lead

1.
Sc

re
en

in
g 

W
or

ks
he

et
 A

pp
lic

ab
ili

ty

1d. Project does not concern acid stimulation, 
tracer test, or clean-out?

1b. All necessary data has been collected
to apply this screening worksheet 

see checklist in section 1.1 of  ATCH. 2 guidance document

1c. Project concerns geothermal development
(e.g., this screening is not intended for oil & gas 

development)

1a. User of this screening worksheet 
is designated field office  employee?

1e. Project does not concern regular fluid injection during 
normal power plant operation  (ref. UIC)?

If “yes” to all questions, proceed to Section 2

This induced seismicity 
screening worksheet is 

not applicable

Medium-level Concern
Proceed with evaluation but 

involve State Office 
Geothermal Program Lead to 

consider consultation/ 
evaluation by seismologist(s)
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2a. Operator has communication and mitigation plan?

2b. Operator has excellent track record of compliance?

2c. Anticipated net total volume of injection fluid less than 
13 million gallons for this project?

2d. Anticipated volume rate of injection fluid less than 
650 GPM?

2e. Anticipated wellhead injection pressure during 
stimulation equal to or less than 600 psi?

If “yes” to all questions, proceed to Section 3
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3a. Historical seismicity within 20 km less than M2.0?

If “yes”, proceed to Section 4
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4a. Closest significant population center more than 10 km
away?

4b. Closest population center with historical opposition more 
than 15 km away?

4c. Closest sensitive or critical site/facility more than 20 km 
away?

no

no

no

yes no

no

no

no
Resolve issues with 

operator

start over if resolved

4d. Closest fault with length larger than 0.5 km more than
10 km away?

no

 no

no

no

no

4e. Closest sensitive or critical site/facility more than 10 km 
away?

no

no

no

no

If “yes” to all questions, IS screening passed:
Proceed with next steps in processing the application

Concerns or questions about applicability of criteria or operator-submitted data? 
Review accompanying Guidance Document and/or contact State Office Geothermal Program Lead for clarification.

3a.  Historical seismicity within 20 km less than M2.0?

4a.  Closest significant population center more than 10 km                    
away?
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