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Senate Engrossed

State of Arizona
Senate

Fifty-third Legislature
First Regular Session
2017

SENATE CONCURRENT MEMORIAL 1011

A CONCURRENT MEMORIAL

URGING THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS TO REPEAL OR AMEND THE 1906 ANTIQUITIES
ACT TO REQUIRE CONGRESSIONAL, STATE, COUNTY AND LOCAL APPROVAL IN ORDER TO
DESIGNATE A NATIONAL MONUMENT .

(TEXT OF BILL BEGINS ON NEXT PAGE)
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S.C.M. 1011

To the Congress of the United States of Anerica:

Your nenorialist respectfully represents:

Whereas, Arizona's great strength lies in the value of its public
| ands and the public's ability to access and use those |lands for a variety
of recreational uses; and

Whereas, nearly 50% of all land in Arizona is already under federal
managenent, and the majority of Arizona's lands are restricted from public
access and recreation; and

Whereas, the 1906 Antiquities Act directs the President of the
United States to linmt the designation of national monunents to the
smal | est area conpatible with the proper care and nanagenent of the
objects to be protected; and

Whereas, the Antiquities Act is inconsistent with the principles of
a government by and for the people; and

Whereas, Arizona currently has 18 nmonunent designations, the nost of
any state, and there are nore than 285 million acres of land and narine
areas in nonunent status; and

Whereas, the Arizona Gane and Fish Department is statutorily charged
wi th nanagi ng, conserving and protecting Arizona's 800 wildlife species,
and these nonunment designations have negatively inpacted the departnent in
carrying out its statutory duty by inpeding its ability to develop and
maintain critical water resources, nmanage wildlife, restore habitat and
performw ldlife translocations; and

Whereas, the federal governnent is unable to financially support and
maintain the existing national parks and monuments and often ends up
closing or restricting the use of these |ands; and

Whereas, the designation of national nonunents and subsequent
closure or restricted use of public lands significantly interferes wth

Arizona's economic well-being as over 2.1 nmllion Arizonans and
nonresi dent hunters, anglers, boaters, wldlife watchers and off-highway
vehicl es enthusiasts contributed over $2.4 billion and supported 27,000

Arizona jobs in 2011; and

Whereas, the designation of nmonunents interferes with Arizona's
ability to mtigate the risk of wildfire by thinning overly dense forests
and adversely affects grazing practices, water conservation and proper
soil erosion controls and practices; and

Whereas, designating an area as a national nonunent adds additi onal
|l and use restrictions, prevents the multiple use of this land and curbs
the use of the land' s abundant natural resources; and

Whereas, land is a significant asset for states, and Congress shoul d
repeal the Antiquities Act or at the very least amend it to require
congressi onal approval of, as well as state and |ocal approval and consent
of, any future nmonunment of federal designation; and

Whereas, the greatest threat to the lands of Arizona is the
intrusion and overreach of the federal governnent.

Wherefore your nenorialist, the Senate of the State of Arizona, the House
of Representatives concurring, prays:

1. That the United States Congress act to protect |ocal econom es
and to preserve local custons, cultures and historical uses by repealing
or amending the Antiquities Act to require congressional, state, county
and | ocal approval in order to designate a national nonunent.

2. That the Secretary of State of the State of Arizona transmt
copies of this Menorial to the President of the United States, the
President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the United States
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House of Representatives and each Menber of Congress from the State of
Ari zona.

PASSED BY THE HOUSE MARCH 21, 2017.
PASSED BY THE SENATE FEBRUARY 23, 2017.

FILED I N THE OFFI CE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE MARCH 22, 2017.
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