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A CONCURRENT MEMORIAL 

 
URGING THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS TO REPEAL OR AMEND THE 1906 ANTIQUITIES 
ACT TO REQUIRE CONGRESSIONAL, STATE, COUNTY AND LOCAL APPROVAL IN ORDER TO 
DESIGNATE A NATIONAL MONUMENT. 
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To t he Congr ess of  t he Uni t ed St at es of  Amer i ca:  1 
Your  memor i al i st  r espect f ul l y r epr esent s:  2 
Wher eas,  Ar i zona' s gr eat  st r engt h l i es i n t he val ue of  i t s publ i c 3 

l ands and t he publ i c' s abi l i t y t o access and use t hose l ands f or  a var i et y 4 
of  r ecr eat i onal  uses;  and 5 

Wher eas,  near l y 50% of  al l  l and i n Ar i zona i s al r eady under  f eder al  6 
management ,  and t he maj or i t y of  Ar i zona' s l ands ar e r est r i ct ed f r om publ i c 7 
access and r ecr eat i on;  and 8 

Wher eas,  t he 1906 Ant i qui t i es Act  di r ect s t he Pr esi dent  of  t he 9 
Uni t ed St at es t o l i mi t  t he desi gnat i on of  nat i onal  monument s t o t he 10 
smal l est  ar ea compat i bl e wi t h t he pr oper  car e and management  of  t he 11 
obj ect s t o be pr ot ect ed;  and 12 

Wher eas,  t he Ant i qui t i es Act  i s i nconsi st ent  wi t h t he pr i nci pl es of  13 
a gover nment  by and f or  t he peopl e;  and 14 

Wher eas,  Ar i zona cur r ent l y has 18 monument  desi gnat i ons,  t he most  of  15 
any st at e,  and t her e ar e mor e t han 285 mi l l i on acr es of  l and and mar i ne 16 
ar eas i n monument  st at us;  and 17 

Wher eas,  t he Ar i zona Game and Fi sh Depar t ment  i s st at ut or i l y char ged 18 
wi t h managi ng,  conser vi ng and pr ot ect i ng Ar i zona' s 800 wi l dl i f e speci es,  19 
and t hese monument  desi gnat i ons have negat i vel y i mpact ed t he depar t ment  i n 20 
car r yi ng out  i t s st at ut or y dut y by i mpedi ng i t s abi l i t y t o devel op and 21 
mai nt ai n cr i t i cal  wat er  r esour ces,  manage wi l dl i f e,  r est or e habi t at  and 22 
per f or m wi l dl i f e t r ansl ocat i ons;  and 23 

Wher eas,  t he f eder al  gover nment  i s unabl e t o f i nanci al l y suppor t  and 24 
mai nt ai n t he exi st i ng nat i onal  par ks and monument s and of t en ends up 25 
cl osi ng or  r est r i ct i ng t he use of  t hese l ands;  and 26 

Wher eas,  t he desi gnat i on of  nat i onal  monument s and subsequent  27 
cl osur e or  r est r i ct ed use of  publ i c l ands si gni f i cant l y i nt er f er es wi t h 28 
Ar i zona' s economi c wel l - bei ng as over  2. 1 mi l l i on Ar i zonans and 29 
nonr esi dent  hunt er s,  angl er s,  boat er s,  wi l dl i f e wat cher s and of f - hi ghway 30 
vehi cl es ent husi ast s cont r i but ed over  $2. 4 bi l l i on and suppor t ed 27, 000 31 
Ar i zona j obs i n 2011;  and 32 

Wher eas,  t he desi gnat i on of  monument s i nt er f er es wi t h Ar i zona' s 33 
abi l i t y t o mi t i gat e t he r i sk of  wi l df i r e by t hi nni ng over l y dense f or est s 34 
and adver sel y af f ect s gr azi ng pr act i ces,  wat er  conser vat i on and pr oper  35 
soi l  er osi on cont r ol s and pr act i ces;  and 36 

Wher eas,  desi gnat i ng an ar ea as a nat i onal  monument  adds addi t i onal  37 
l and use r est r i ct i ons,  pr event s t he mul t i pl e use of  t hi s l and and cur bs 38 
t he use of  t he l and' s abundant  nat ur al  r esour ces;  and 39 

Wher eas,  l and i s a si gni f i cant  asset  f or  st at es,  and Congr ess shoul d 40 
r epeal  t he Ant i qui t i es Act  or  at  t he ver y l east  amend i t  t o r equi r e 41 
congr essi onal  appr oval  of ,  as wel l  as st at e and l ocal  appr oval  and consent  42 
of ,  any f ut ur e monument  of  f eder al  desi gnat i on;  and 43 

Wher eas,  t he gr eat est  t hr eat  t o t he l ands of  Ar i zona i s t he 44 
i nt r usi on and over r each of  t he f eder al  gover nment .  45 
Wher ef or e your  memor i al i st ,  t he Senat e of  t he St at e of  Ar i zona,  t he House 46 

of  Repr esent at i ves concur r i ng,  pr ays:  47 
1.   That  t he Uni t ed St at es Congr ess act  t o pr ot ect  l ocal  economi es 48 

and t o pr eser ve l ocal  cust oms,  cul t ur es and hi st or i cal  uses by r epeal i ng 49 
or  amendi ng t he Ant i qui t i es Act  t o r equi r e congr essi onal ,  st at e,  count y 50 
and l ocal  appr oval  i n or der  t o desi gnat e a nat i onal  monument .  51 

2.   That  t he Secr et ar y of  St at e of  t he St at e of  Ar i zona t r ansmi t  52 
copi es of  t hi s Memor i al  t o t he Pr esi dent  of  t he Uni t ed St at es,  t he 53 
Pr esi dent  of  t he Uni t ed St at es Senat e,  t he Speaker  of  t he Uni t ed St at es 54 
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House of  Repr esent at i ves and each Member  of  Congr ess f r om t he St at e of  1 
Ar i zona.  2 
 
 
 
 
PASSED BY THE HOUSE MARCH 21,  2017.  
 
PASSED BY THE SENATE FEBRUARY 23,  2017.  
 
FI LED I N THE OFFI CE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE MARCH 22,  2017.  
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