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Attached is the fact sheet on today's offshore executive order. Feel free to distribute to your
contacts. 

I have to give a big fat AWESOME SAUCE to Kate and Meg for helping us crush this. WH
comms was very impressed. 
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OFFSHORE OIL AND GAS  

 
• The Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) estimates the OCS 

contains about 90 billion barrels of undiscovered technically recoverable oil and 327 trillion cubic 
feet of undiscovered, technically recoverable natural gas. The Gulf of Mexico, covering 160 million 
acres of OCS, has 48.46 billion barrels of technically recoverable oil and 141.76 trillion cubic feet of 
technically recoverable natural gas. 
 

• The sales value of the oil and gas resources amounted to about $26 billion, and generated about $55 
billion in total spending in the economy. These expenditures supported approximately 315,000 
domestic jobs. 

 
EXECUTIVE ORDER: DETAILS 
 
What the Executive Order (EO) does:  
• 5-Year Plan: The EO directs the Secretary of the Interior to revise or initiate a new 5-year plan that 

considers access to areas that the last administration closed down.  
• Arctic withdrawal: The EO reverses President Obama’s withdrawal of our Arctic OCS Planning 

Areas, and several other areas. Some withdrawals are left in place, including the North Aleutian 
Basin.  

• Seismic surveying:  The EO encourages the Department of the Interior and the Department of 
Commerce to work together to come up with a more streamlined seismic surveying process in order 
to better use this science so that Americans can better understand our energy wealth.  

• Regulatory Measures: The EO directs the Department of the Interior to reconsider several 
regulations that have been finalized very recently so that responsible development can continue 
without compromising safe operations.  

• Smart Planning: The EO allows the Department of the Interior and other agencies like the 
Department of Defense to have an input on offshore Marine Monument and Marine Sanctuary 
designations and expansions. Just like on land, our Federal waters have multiple uses, such as 
Department of Defense training, offshore energy, commercial and recreational fishing, and 
protecting our marine borders. 

 
What the Executive Order doesn’t do:  
• This Executive Order does NOT interrupt lease sales that are scheduled in the current 5-year plan. 
• This Executive Order does NOT require leasing in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico.  
• This Executive Order does NOT increase conflicts with military uses of the OCS. 
• This Executive Order does NOT guarantee development in any area, it simply restarts the planning 

process. 
o The planning process will be similar as previous 5-year plan processes. The same areas will be 

open (all of the OCS) and by law, the Department of the Interior will go through a “winnowing” 
process where the Department collects input from states, other agencies, and the public. Over 
months of study, the available area is narrowed down to the areas that make the most sense to 
lease. Some areas may not make sense for energy development and the statute-driven process 
provides the Department of the Interior with discretion. For example: the State of California has 
opposed increased access in the past, even from existing platforms. While it was “open” when 
the previous administration last initiated the 5-year plan, it was not chosen for leasing. This 
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