
Budget Justification Narrative - DRI

 
General: The methods used in estimating the costs for this proposal are consistent with those used
in other projects of this type and are consistent with DRI’s governing Federal cost principles, 2
CFR 200-Uniform Guidance.
 
Personnel:  The Desert Research Institute (DRI) is a non-profit research institution of higher
education (as opposed to a degree granting entity).  As such, DRI faculty salaries are funded solely
from grants and contracts with no ability to obtain tenure.  Monthly rates are based on current
actual salaries with a 5% increase for annual merit and cost of living adjustment for the future
project years. Funding is requested for Benjamin Hatchett to perform field work, analysis of
climate variability, assist with the development of the hydrologic model, and writing publications
and reports, Craig Smith to perform mesoscale model simulations and analyses, and Chris Garner
to develop the hydrologic model, perform simulations, and conduct analyses of model output.
 
Fringe Benefits:  DRI’s fringe benefit rate for professional employees is 48.1% and 21.7% for
post doc employees. Rates are negotiated and approved annually by the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services. DRI applies these fringe benefit rates to salaries for both budgeting and
charging purposes for research projects. The benefits that are included in these rates are FICA,
health insurance, vacation, sick leave, unemployment, grant-in-aid, disability insurance, Medicare,
and retirement plan.
 
Travel:   All per diem rates are based on the Federal Travel Regulations, airfare rates are based
on 7-21 day advance coach-class, and vehicle rental rates are based on contracted rates for State
of Nevada agencies.  Travel support is requested for Benjamin Hatchett to travel to the High Rock
Lake field site for three days to collect datable material to produce the shoreline reconstruction
and to present at the Great Basin Climate Forum (one day).
 
Other Direct Costs:  Funding is requested for atomic mass spectroscopy analyses of six (6) 14-C
organic samples collected from the High Rock Lake shoreline area which will be used to develop
the shoreline reconstruction.

Indirect Costs: Indirect cost rates are negotiated and approved by the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services. The current provisional indirect cost rate for federal projects is 65% effective
07/01/16.  The allowable CESU indirect cost rate of 17.5% has been applied to the modified total
direct costs (excludes equipment and subcontracts in excess of $25,000).  Our cost share

contribution is the difference from our approved rate and the allowable rate.

FOIA001:01672312

DOI-2020-12 01904



D
e

se
rt R

e
se

a
rch

 In
stitu

te

D
ivisio

n
 o

f A
tm

o
sp

h
eric S

cie
n

ce
s

S
p
o
n
so

r:  U
S

 D
O

I B
L

M

P
ro

je
ct:  B

u
re

a
u

-w
id

e
 N

a
tio

n
a
l C

o
n

servatio
n

 L
a

n
d

s S
cie

n
tific S

tu
d

ie
s S

u
p
p

o
rt P

ro
g
ra

m

P
e

rio
d
:  04/01/2017 - 03/31/2018

 

R
a

te 
U

n
its 

A
m

o
u

n
t 

U
n

its 
A

m
o

u
n
t

S
A

L
A

R
IE

S

P
ro

fessio
n
al 

P
e

r M
o
n

th

G
arner, C

hrs 
6,833 

$       
0.60 

4,100
$     

S
m

th, C
ra

g 
7,580 

$       
0.45 

$3,411

P
ost-D

oc

H
atchett, B

en (P
I) 

4,417 
$       

1.28 
5,654

$     

T
O

T
A

L
 S

A
L
A

R
IE

S
 

13,165
$   

F
R

IN
G

E
 B

E
N

E
F
IT

S

P
rofess

ona
 

48.1%
 

3,613
$     

P
ost-D

oc 
21.7%

 
1,227

$     

T
O

T
A

L
 F

R
IN

G
E

 B
E

N
E

F
IT

S
 

4,840
$     

T
O

T
A

L
 P

E
R

S
O

N
N

E
L

 
18,005

$   

T
R

A
V

E
L

T
o F

ield S
tudy - B

lack
 R

ock
 D

esert

M
otor P

oo
 V

eh
c

e D
a

y R
ate 

40 
$            

3 
120

$        

M
otor P

oo
 V

eh
c

e M
eage 

0.65 
$         

400 
260

$        

P
er D

em
 - odg

ng &
 m

ea
s 

142 
$          

3 
426

$        

T
o C

onference

P
er D

em
 - odg

ng &
 m

ea
s 

250 
$          

1
250

$        

G
round Transportaton 

60 
$            

2
120

$        

T
O

T
A

L
 T

R
A

V
E

L
 

1,176
$     

O
T
H

E
R

 D
IR

E
C

T
 C

O
S

T
S

S
am

p
es 

2,090
$     

T
O

T
A

L
 O

T
H

E
R

 D
IR

E
C

T
 C

O
S

T
S

 
2,090

$     

TO
TA

L D
IR

E
C

T C
O

S
TS

 
21,271

$   
-

$             

M
O

D
IFIE

D
 D

IR
E

C
T C

O
S

TS
 

21,271
$   

-
$             

IN
D

IR
E

C
T C

O
S

T: S
ponsor (C

E
S

U
 R

ate) 
17.5%

 
3,722

$     
-

$             

IN
D

IR
E

C
T C

O
S

T: Forg
ven Ind

rect C
ost S

hare 
47.5%

 
-

$            
10,104

$    

T
O

T
A

L
 E

S
T
IM

A
T
E

D
 C

O
S

T
24,993

$   
10,104

$    

D
R

I C
ost S

h
a

re

Y
e

a
r 1

S
p
o
n
so

r 

F
O

IA
001:01672312

       
     

            

     

     

DOI-2020-12 01905



FOIA001:01672312

   

 

 

   

   

   

 

    
   

 

              
            

     

        

  

          

        

        

        

        

        

       

 

         
           

    

     
DOI-2020-12 01906



FOIA001:01672312

    

   

     

        

      

      

      

      

      

     
 

       

  

 

  

 

 
 

 
  

            

              
  

    
DOI-2020-12 01907



FOIA001:01672312

    

   

    

    

            
           

    

    

              
            
            

             
          

   
            

             
           

            
            

          

   
          

               
  

           
        

      

    
             

           

    
DOI-2020-12 01908



FOIA001:01672312

    

   

   

  

                   

                    

                  

                 

                      

                  

                   

               

   

                   

                    

                 

                     

      

   

                          

                      

              

      

                     

                       

                    

    

   

                    

                   

                 

         

   
      

 
   

        

  

          
   

    

 

      
 

   

    

   

    
DOI-2020-12 01909




