
To: Christopher McAlear[cmcalear@blm.gov]; Nikki Moore[nmoore@blm.gov]; Robin
Hawks[rhawks@blm.gov]; Sally Butts[sbutts@blm.gov]; Robert Wick[rwick@blm.gov]; Timothy
Fisher[tjfisher@blm.gov]; Bailey, Cathi M[c1bailey@blm.gov]; Salt, Deborah A[debsalt@blm.gov]; James
Sippel[jsippel@blm.gov]; Mara Alexander[malexander@blm.gov]; Rachel Wootton[rwootton@blm.gov];
Cindy Osorto[cosorto@blm.gov]; Clayton Schmidt[cfschmidt@blm.gov]; Anne (Annie)
Ebbers[aebbers@blm.gov]
From: Nelson, Britta
Sent: 2017-09-25T14:31:22-04:00
Importance: Normal
Subject: Monthly Hot Topic Snapshot for Week of September 25
Received: 2017-09-25T14:32:14-04:00
FY2017 Tracking Spreadsheet.xlsx
Monthly Hot Topic Snapshot for week of September 25.docx

Hi Folks, the Monthly Hot Topic Snapshot for the week of September 25 and

the WO410 tracking spreadsheet are attached.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Britta Nelson, M.P.A., Program Analyst

National Conservation Lands (WO-410)

Bureau of Land Management

303.236.0539
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 The NOI documents state that visual impacts to the Old Spanish NHT will need to be analyzed in the

EIS. WO410 additions to the NOI documents include adding that the congressionally designated Old Spanish

NHT crosses the area and listing the Old Spanish Trail Association under “interested stakeholder groups”.

 Nevada has indicated there are lands with wilderness characteristics in the project area. WO410 asked for

the NOI BP to identify that lands with wilderness characteristics are in the project area and the EIS will

consider impacts to those values.

 DTS# 1471. NOA for the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument administrative draft MMP-A/DEIS. Utah.

o Surnamed by WO410 on April 14. NOA package has not reached WO400.

o Issues. None at time of WO410 surname.

 DTS# 1542. NOI to Amend the RMP for the Ukiah Field Office, California and Prepare an Associated Environmental

Assessment for the Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument. California.

o Surnamed by WO410 on May 2. NOI package has not reached WO400.

o Update: the BLM Federal Register Notices update indicates the NOA is on hold at California’s request. 

o Issues. None at time of WO410 surname.

 

 WO Review of Eastern Washington DRMP/DEIS.  Oregon/Washington.

o Update: This WO review has been postponed until after the Sage-Grouse review under Secretarial Order 3353

has been completed to ensure the RMP is consistent with review results.  

o There are lands with wilderness characteristics, WSR, and NSHT in the planning area.

 

 Challis, Salmon, Upper Snake RMP Prep Plan. Idaho.

o Update: WO410 provided follow up comments to the responses to WO feedback (May 19), requesting data and

GIS funding needs for National Trails be identified in the prep plan and following up on a WSR comment that

was not responded to re: if USFS and BLM coordination on joint WSR studies would be considered. WO410 has

not received the response to comments.

 

 Appalachian Basin RMP Prep Plan. Eastern States.

o Update: WO410 provided feedback on the prep plan on March 10, 2017 (NSHT and WSR should be addressed if

located in the planning area). WO410 has not received the response to comments.

 

 Lake Powell Water Project. Arizona, Utah.

o Issues: Potential hydro-power station located in and plan amendment for the GSENM.

o Update: WO410 has reached out to BLM Utah and the project manager regarding this project. This is a water

removal and transportation project including a proposed hydro-power station located on GSENM. The BLM is

working with Utah to perfect the License Application to FERC and to discuss the need for one or two plan

amendments in the Arizona Strip FO and GSENM. This would be a new license for a proposed pipeline and is a

discretionary authorization.

 

 Donlin Natural Gas Pipeline PFEIS. Alaska.

o Issues: Iditarod NHT is located on some State Patent lands which are proposed for the project.
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o Update: The PFEIS is under review by the Alaska State Office with the review period ending August 25. It is

unknown if the WO will review the PFEIS. A meeting with BLM Alaska was held on February 27 to discuss State

Patent lands of concern within the Donlin project, specific to the Iditarod National Historic Trail. Although it is

not feasible to get a ROW reservation for affected townships, BLM Alaska is working to get comments into NEPA

for the project, including mitigation for impacts to the NHT.

 Verde Transmission ADEIS. New Mexico.

o Issues: Potential impacts to WSR and National Trails.

▪ Proposed route crosses Rio Grande River. Eligible and suitable WSR streams in area including additional

segments of the Rio Grande WSR.     

▪ Project would cross the Camino Real de Tierra Adentro NHT and Old Spanish NHT. 

o Next milestone is review of ADEIS (TBD). Any review is to be coordinated through New Mexico as amendment

is not on WO210 priority list for WO review.

o Update: The schedule is being revised because the public scoping period was extended. Approval of the revised

project schedule is pending.

 

 Boardman to Hemmingway ROD. Oregon, Idaho.

o Update: The last update was provided for the Renewable Energy and Transmission dashboard on June 28, 2017

and indicates that coordination is continuing with the WO on the NOA for the ROD and incorporating

compliance discussions with the Executive Order of March 28, 2017 and Secretarial Order 3349 of March 29th,

as it relates to mitigation. It is unknown if WO410 will participate in the process.

 

 Environmental Assessment to Reconsider the ROD Approving Segments 8 and 9 for the Gateway West

Transmission Line Project. Idaho.

o Update: The NOI for the EA was published on August 28. The BLM is directed, through the Morley Nelson Snake

River Birds of Prey NCA Boundary Modification Act, 2017, to issue a ROW for the lands described in Sec. (b)(2) of

the Modification Act for portions of Gateway West segments 8 and 9.  The Modification Act moved the lands for

this ROW from NCA status, stipulated that the mitigation framework presented in the Final Supplemental EIS will

apply to the authorized segments, and stipulated a timeframe for issuance of the ROW.  It is unknown if WO410

will participate in the process.

 

 Section 368 Energy Corridor Region 1 draft review report. Southern California, southern Nevada, and western

Arizona.  

o Issues: Outdated policy that categorized National Trails as ‘medium potential for conflict’ was used in the

original draft review report. Updated solar and wind policy now categories National Trails as ‘high potential for

conflict’. This was addressed with WO301. WO301 indicated no further follow up needed at this time.

o Update: Revised draft Region 1 Report sent to WO100 for review prior to release for 30-day stakeholder input. 

 

 Section 368 Energy Corridor Region 2 review. Eastern Arizona, southern Utah, and New Mexico.  

o Update: A schedule is being developed for the Region 2 review. 

FOIA001:01689702

DOI-2020-12 02843






