
To: Christopher McAlear[cmcalear@blm.gov]; Sally Butts[sbutts@blm.gov]; Nikki
Moore[nmoore@blm.gov]; Peter Mali[pmali@blm.gov]; Robert Wick[rwick@blm.gov]; Salt, Deborah
A[debsalt@blm.gov]; Cohen, Ilana R[icohen@blm.gov]; Rachel Wootton[rwootton@blm.gov]; James
Sippel[jsippel@blm.gov]; Mara Alexander[malexander@blm.gov]; Timothy Fisher[tjfisher@blm.gov];
Bailey, Cathi M[c1bailey@blm.gov]; Cindy Osorto[cosorto@blm.gov]; Anne (Annie)
Ebbers[aebbers@blm.gov]
From: Nelson, Britta
Sent: 2017-04-25T09:11:38-04:00
Importance: Normal
Subject: Monthly Hot Topic Snapshot for Week of April 24
Received: 2017-04-25T09:12:34-04:00
FY2017 Tracking Spreadsheet.xlsx
Monthly Hot Topic Snapshot for week of April 24.docx

Hi Chris and Sally (acting), the Monthly Hot Topic Snapshot for the Week of

April 24 is attached. The tracking spreadsheet is also attached. Please let me

know if you have any questions. Thanks.

Britta Nelson, M.P.A., Program Analyst

National Conservation Lands (WO-410)

Bureau of Land Management

303.236.0539
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 Suggested adding to the Departmental briefing paper, Notice, and FRN briefing paper that the temporary

closure and restrictions were developed with input from local/state law enforcement as applicable.

 Added to the closure order notice that since this is an international destination the closure order should use

both feet/gallons/etc and metric units of measurements.

 

 DTS# 1401. NOA of the Boardman to Hemingway ROD. Oregon.

o NOA package has not reached WO400. NOA not routed at Division level.

o WO410 provided updated language for NSHT for the ROD to the Project Manager and WO210 (Jan 12, 2017).

 

 Section 368 Energy Corridor Region 1 draft review report. Southern California, southern Nevada, and western

Arizona.  

o Issues: The draft review report addresses National Trails in accordance with outdated policy. This issue has been

addressed with WO301 with follow-up occurring.

o WO410 comments on the draft review report were submitted to WO301 on April 14, 2017:

Wilderness program

1. WO410 requested revisions to describe that BLM will address impacts to citizens proposed inventory units in

project level NEPA and will also consider protection in appropriate plan revisions and amendments.

2. Added reference to M6320, in addition to M6310.

National Trails program

1. Report places National Trails under “medium potential for conflict” in accordance with WO IM 2011-06 but

should be listed as “high potential for conflict” in accordance with 43 CFR 2804.35 (a)-(c).

2. Add “Trails under study or recommended as suitable for congressional designation” in the “medium”

category and include in the mapping tool.

3. For transmission corridors that intersect or parallel National Trail system components, add as an Interagency

Operating Procedure (IOP) to require the National Trail Administrator, Regional/State Program Leader, and

National Trail partner organization to attend pre-authorization/pre-application meetings.

4. Added NTSA language to corridor abstract for NSHT re: substantial interference and avoidance of

incompatible activities.

o National Trails Issue Discussion. WO410 met with WO301 on April 6 to address questions raised for how

National Trails were addressed in the draft review report (medium potential for conflict). Clarification was

provided that the draft review report uses ROW pre-application screening criteria from WO 2011-061. The

screening criteria is used to assess level of conflict and to help prioritize applications. The IM identifies National

Trails within the “medium potential for conflict” category. Since the 2011 IM, National Trails policy (2012) and

the final Solar and Wind Rule (Dec. 2016) were issued. Per the NTSA and National Trails M6280 policy, the BLM

may permit uses that will not substantially interfere with the nature and purpose of the National Trails. The final

Solar and Wind Rule (43 CFR 2804.35) provides screening criteria for categorizing solar and wind applications.

The final rule does not specifically include National Trails within the categories but identifies “lands near or

adjacent to the National Conservation Lands which may be adversely affected” as criteria for low-priority

applications (lower priority for processing due to resource conflicts). National Trails falls under the low-priority

for processing category in the final Solar and Wind rule as units of the National Conservation Lands.

National Trails Issue Follow-up: 1) The Section 368 project team (WO301) will revise the 368 conflict maps to be

in accordance the categories under the final rule. WO301 will contact 410 is challenges are identified with the

revision. 2) The WO410 National Trails program reviewed the 368 corridor abstracts sent by WO301 for

consistency with M6280 and submitted feedback as part of the April 14 WO410 comments to WO301.
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 Cedar City DRMP/DEIS. Utah.

o TBD.

o No issues. 259,975 acres contain wilderness characteristics (16 areas). 

1) Prioritize other uses on 190,545 acres (73%) while not protecting wilderness characteristics based on mining

claims with anticipated development and other resource management priorities, mainly multiple vegetation

treatments for restoring habitat from pinion/juniper encroachment.

2) 69,430 acres (27%) would be managed to protect wilderness characteristics as a priority over other multiple

uses. Protective allocations include VRM class II, ROW exclusion, NSO for leasable minerals, recommended

withdrawal for locatable minerals.

● Lewistown DRMP/DEIS. Montana.

o TBD. 

o No issues. 202,730 acres contain wilderness characteristics. 

1)  Prioritize other uses on 70,000 acres while not protecting wilderness characteristics. Underlying

prescriptions include open to mineral material sales, non-energy leasables, cross-country mechanized travel,

fluid minerals with minor constraints (CSU), and livestock; limited to designated routes yearlong; 400 acres

of ERMA prescription (potentially); and mostly VRM III.

2)  30,000 acres would be managed to minimize impacts to wilderness characteristics while managing for other

uses (13,000 acres of ACECs and approximately 15,000-20,000 acres where actions are in place to protect

GRSG).

3)  100,410 acres (49%) would be managed to protect wilderness characteristics as a priority over other

multiple uses.

● Carlsbad Field Office DRMP/DEIS. New Mexico.

o TBD.

o Issue: Discrepancies in acreages for lands with wilderness characteristics was found in DRMP/DEIS and range

from 24,072 to 41,772 acres.

o WSR rationale: The Delaware River segment was not included in the Preferred Alternative because this area has

been identified as an area with high oil/gas development potential. Portions of the Delaware River segment are

currently leased for oil and gas development and are surrounded by state lands. Much of the Delaware River

segment carries protective allocations associated with the proposed Gypsum Soils ACEC which is included in the

Preferred Alternative C.

 

● Rio Puerco PRMP/FEIS. New Mexico.

o TBD.

o No issues. There are seven areas totaling 37,524 acres of wilderness characteristics.

1)  Prioritize other uses on 1,663 acres (4%) while not protecting wilderness characteristics.

2)  6,920 acres (18%) would be managed to minimize impacts to wilderness characteristics while managing for

other uses. Travel limited to designated routes, closed to leasable minerals, avoid for saleable minerals and

ROW, minimizing impacts and requiring use of existing routes for forest product removal, and VRM III.

3)  28,941 acres (77%) would be managed to protect wilderness characteristics as a priority over other multiple

uses. Travel would be closed except as authorized, closed to leasable and saleable minerals, no new ROWs,

closed to forest product removal, and VRM II.
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