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Hi Nikki, Sally, and Peter - I hope you all have had a great week! The

Monthly Hot Topic Snapshot for the week of April 3 is attached for us to go

over on Monday. The tracking spreadsheet is also attached. Thanks.

Britta Nelson, M.P.A., Program Analyst
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● Carlsbad Field Office DRMP/DEIS. New Mexico.

o TBD.

o Issue: Discrepancies in acreages for lands with wilderness characteristics was found in DRMP/DEIS and range

from 24,072 to 41,772 acres. Following up with WO210.

o WSR rationale: The Delaware River segment was not included in the Preferred Alternative because this area has

been identified as an area with high oil/gas development potential. Portions of the Delaware River segment are

currently leased for oil and gas development and are surrounded by state lands. Much of the Delaware River

segment carries protective allocations associated with the proposed Gypsum Soils ACEC which is included in the

Preferred Alternative C.

 

● Rio Puerco PRMP/FEIS. New Mexico.

o TBD.

o No outstanding 410 issues. There are seven areas totaling 37,524 acres of wilderness characteristics.

1)  Prioritize other uses on 1,663 acres (4%) while not protecting wilderness characteristics.

2)  6,920 acres (18%) would be managed to minimize impacts to wilderness characteristics while managing for

other uses. Travel limited to designated routes, closed to leasable minerals, avoid for saleable minerals and

ROW, minimizing impacts and requiring use of existing routes for forest product removal, and VRM III.

3)  28,941 acres (77%) would be managed to protect wilderness characteristics as a priority over other multiple

uses. Travel would be closed except as authorized, closed to leasable and saleable minerals, no new ROWs,

closed to forest product removal, and VRM II.
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