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Hey Ben,

Thank you for sharing and providing me the opportunity to review. Good job on a tough

assignment under a tight timeframe.

For your consideration, please see the attached version with some suggested edits and comments.

I had a bunch of other stuff going on today, so I wasn't able to give it as thorough review and
thought as I would like, but I hope the feedback I was able to provide is helpful.

Thanks.

Josh

On Thu, Jun 8, 2017 at 2:34 PM, Simon, Benjamin <benjamin simon@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

ok, thanks.

On Thu, Jun 8, 2017 at 3:44 PM, Sidon, Joshua <jsidon@blm.gov> wrote:

Hey Ben,

Wanted to let you know what I am reviewing the paper. I'll have some feedback to you by
COB...but not until my COB. Hope that is okay.

Josh

On Thu, Jun 8, 2017 at 6:47 AM, Simon, Benjamin <benjamin simon@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Hey Josh,

I wonder if you might be able to take a quick look at the Bears Ears paper we put together.  Very close hold,
so please do not share.  Feel free to give me a call if it would be helpful to discuss.  We would need your
feed back by COB today.  Thanks.

Ben
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● Forage. Grazing is permitted on both BLM and USFS-managed lands within the Monument

boundaries; no grazing permits were bought out upon designation of the monument. The

allotments that are wholly or partially

contained within the boundaries of 

BENM include 50,469 permitted Animal 

Unit Month (AUMs)14 on BLM-managed 

land and 11,078 AUMs permitted on

USFS-managed land. The monument

proclamation allows for the continuation 

of all pre-designation grazing activities, 

including maintenance of stock watering

facilities.  Figure 3 shows the number of 

AUMs billed by BLM annually over

2012-2016.  In 2016, there were about 36,400 billed AUMs on BLM-managed land; on average,

billed AUMs represent about 60% of permitted AUMs.  Information on billed AUMs on USFS-

managed land is not currently available.

● Cultural and historic resources.  Indigenous communities may utilize natural resources to an

extent and in ways that are different from the general population, and the role that natural

resources play in the culture of these indigenous communities may differ from that of the general

population.  Culturally important sites and unique natural resources, by definition, have limited

substitutes.  Recognizing this is a critical consideration in land management because it may affect

consideration of tradeoffs.

According to the Utah State Historic Preservation Office, as of Feb. 6, 2017, there are 8,480

recorded archaeological sites and four archaeological districts within BENM.  The following

archaeological districts are either completely within or partially within BENM:  Butler Wash,

Grand Gulch, Natural Bridges, and the Salt Creek Archaeological District. More than 70 percent

of these sites are prehistoric (pre-dating the 1800s).  These prehistoric sites include pottery and

stone tool (lithic) scatters, the remains of cooking features (hearths), storage features such as

adobe granaries and subsurface stone lined granaries, prehistoric roads, petroglyphs, pictographs

and cliff dwellings.  The remaining sites are historic and include debris scatters, roads, fences,

and uranium and vanadium mines from World War II and the Cold War.  The total percentage of

the BLM-managed portion of BENM that has been surveyed for cultural resources is 9.2 percent. 

In addition the USFS-managed portion of BENM includes 2,725 known cultural sites and features

an area containing over 2,027 Puebloan sites, most of which are Pueblo I.  The Pueblo I culture is

limited to only a few locations and the USFS-managed portion of BENM contains the only high

elevation communities of this era.  These sites include hunting camps and blinds, ceremonial

sites, granaries, stone quarries, villages and residences, agricultural systems, kilns, rock art, and

shrines, as well as protohistoric sweat lodges and hogans.  Only 15 to 20 percent of the USFS-

                                               
14 BLM measures an AUM as the amount of forage needed to sustain one cow and her calf, one domestic horse, or 5
sheep or goats for one month. https://www.blm.gov/programs/natural-resources/rangelands-and-grazing/livestock-
grazing/fees-and-distribution.
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Figure 3. BLM AUMs Billed, 2012-2016
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