




INFORMATION/ BRIEFING MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

DATE:   February 10, 2017

FROM: Edwin Roberson, Utah State Director

SUBJECT: Bears Ears National Monument Public Open House Meetings

BACKGROUND

 

Former President Barack Obama designated Bears Ears National Monument (BENM) in

southeastern Utah on December 28, 2016. Concurrently, the former Secretary of the Interior and

Secretary of Agriculture announced that the agencies would conduct open house meetings in

January, 2017 to begin engaging with the public and to “answer questions from permittees and
other interested stakeholders.” 

Prior to engaging the public, the two agencies determined that they should meet tribes identified

in the Bears Ears National Monument proclamation (the Hopi Nation, Navajo Nation, Ute

Mountain Ute Tribe, Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah Ouray, and Zuni Tribe) and with key

partners including San Juan County and the State of Utah.

 

On January 18, 2017, BLM in coordination with the USFS issued a press release outlining next

steps for the agencies in addressing the Bears Ears National Monument. As part of that press

release, BLM-Utah State Director Ed Roberson committed to host the first public open house in

late February.

 

On February 7, 2017, BLM-Utah State and District leadership met separately with the tribes and

with San Juan County.  State Director Ed Roberson has also met with the representatives from

the State of Utah. Because we were unable to schedule meetings with the county and tribes until

early February and the logistics of scheduling the proposed public open houses, we will not be

able to host the first one by the end of February.

 

DISCUSSION

 

 

.
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The Utah State Director must make a decision in the very near future whether to 

NEXT STEPS

 

Determine whether to  If the decision is to 

1. 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS

 

None.
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