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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 4/27/17

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor

 

 

Status of the Secretary

TODAY: The Secretary will meet with Utah Governor and delegation. 

TODAY: The Secretary will meet Remarks at the Western Caucus meeting. 

TODAY: The Secretary will participate in the NEC Principals meeting (Paris). 

TODAY: The Secretary will meet with the House Resources Committee Minority and
Majority members. 

TODAY: The Secretary will brief the media at the WH on the upcoming Energy EO.

TODAY: The Secretary was scheduled to attend the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation
Partnership BBQ at REI (but now likely will have to cancel).

 

Fri. 4/28: Speak at NRA meeting in Atlanta.  Attend EO signing in Oval.

 

Long Range: 5/25-5/28. The Secretary will participate in a CODEL sponsored by Senator
Murkowski.  Arctic Council.  Norway, Greenland, Alaska.  Various AK events 5/29-5/31.

 

Upcoming Media

YESTERDAY: "Finally, rural America has a voice again" - OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY.
Secretary Zinke Weighs In on President Trump's Executive Order Directing Interior to Review
of 20 Years of Monuments
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TODAY: “Secretary Zinke Announces $32.6 Million in Historic Preservation Grants to States
and Tribes

Funds” Offshore Drilling Helps Protect U.S. and Tribal Historic Places, Culture, and
Traditions.   

WASHINGTON – U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke with the National Park Service
today announced the awarding of $26.9 million in historic preservation grants to every U.S.
state, the District of Columbia, the U.S. territories, and partnering nations, in addition to $5.7
million in grants to more than 160 tribes for cultural and heritage preservation projects on their
tribal lands.

 

“The Department of the Interior and the National Park Service is committed to preserving U.S.
and tribal history and heritage,” Secretary Zinke said. “Through valuable partnerships we are
able to assist communities and tribes in ensuring the diverse historic places, culture, and
traditions that make our country unique are protected for future generations.”

 

Executive Orders

Secretary will participate in the EO on offshore energy signing tomorrow.

 

Speaking Invitations

Accepted

4/27 Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership BBQ (DC, REI) Likely cancelled.

4/27 Western Caucus Members Only Luncheon (DC, Capitol)

4/28 NRA Leadership Forum, Georgia World Congress Center in Atlanta, GA.

5/1 Offshore Technology Conference (Houston, TX)

5/3 Public Lands Trust, Washington, DC

5/6 Montana State University-Northern Commencement Address (Havre, MT)

5/16 DOI Annual Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Ceremony (DC)

 

Regretted

4/27 Blueprint 2025 Infrastructure Leadership Forum (DC)

4/28 Woodlawn Cemetery Arbor Day Celebration (NYC)
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5/1 Ducks Unlimited at the Canadian Embassy regretted

 

Outstanding Invitations in Process

5/3 Tribal Leaders Economic Growth and Fair Taxation Summit (DC)

5/12 Heritage Foundation's Edwin Meese III Center for Legal and Judicial Studies' 2017
Spring Legal Strategy Forum (Colorado Springs, CO)

5/10 Association of California Water Agencies 2017 Spring Conference (Monterey, CA)

5/19 Montana Logging Association Annual Meeting (Bozeman, MT)

 

NEED CABINET AFFAIRS ASSISTANCE ON THIS ITEM:  Sportsmen’s Event with
POTUS/VP: Formal request submitted to Cabinet Affairs outlining a proposed “Sportsmen’s”
announcement of $1.1 billion in funding for hunting and fishing activities. NOTE: the
Department will need to announce this soon.  The President’s trip to PA this weekend likely
means we would do the announcement elsewhere.  

 

Emergency Management

In Arizona, the Sawmill Fire, which began on April 23 in Pima County, is burning on state,
U.S. Forest Service, and Bureau of Land Management Lands. To date, the fire has burned
40,356 acres and is 20-percent contained. The fire is being managed by a Type-2 Incident
Management Team (IMT) with 606 personnel assigned, which includes 105 DOI personnel.
There are 300 residential structures threatened and 412 evacuees at this time. The containment
date has been set for May 3. The fire, beyond residential structures, also threatens community
and utility infrastructure.

 

The Cowbell Fire in Florida has seen no notable change over the last reporting period, yielding
21,840 acres burned and 75-percent containment, with a containment date of April 30.

 

In Georgia, the ​​West Mims Fire in the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge has burned
73,976 (+14.658) acres. The fire is 8 (no change)-percent contained and managed by a Type-2
IMT with 505 (+33) personnel, including 93 (+9) DOI personnel. There are 79 (no change)
residences and 3 (no change) commercial structures threatened. The containment date is
November 1.

 

The Poás Volcano, in Costa Rica, has been in an elevated state of eruptive activity since
February 2017. On the night of April 25, the largest explosion in the current phase of activity
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occurred, destroying seismic monitoring stations and telemetry equipment installed near the
summit crater. At the request of Observatorio Vulcanológico y Sismológico de Costa Rica
(OVSICORI), the USGS Volcano Disaster Assistance Program (VDAP) is providing two
seismic stations, two Differential Optical Absorption Spectroscopy (DOAS) gas sensors,
telemetry equipment to replace the equipment destroyed in the April 25 explosion, and
assistance with monitoring efforts.

 

Media of Interest

Trump Executive Order Directs Zinke To Review National Monument Designations.

Reuters (4/26, Volcovici) reports that, as “part of an effort to reverse many of the
environmental protections implemented by” President Barack Obama, President Trump
“signed an executive order to allow national monument designations to be rescinded or reduce
the size of sites.” Trump called Obama’s use of the 1906 Antiquities Act to create monuments,
in Reuters’ words, “an ‘egregious abuse of federal power’ that allowed the federal government
to ‘lock up’ millions of acres of land and water.” Interior Secretary Zinke said he is required
by the order to review about 30 national monuments and recommend which designations
should be lifted or altered. He added that reversing a monument designation “is untested, as
you know, whether the president can do that” and that he would seek input form locals before
making recommendations.

        The Washington Post (4/26, Eilperin) reports Zinke told reporters that, in the words of the
Post, “he would keep an open mind as he scrutinized past monument designations and that in
and of itself the order would not repeal any existing monuments.” He said the review will
consider any “loss of jobs, reduced wages and reduced public access” due to areas being “put
off limits for traditional uses, like farming, ranching, timber harvest, mining, oil and gas
exploration, fishing, and motorized recreation.” He added, “By and large, the Antiquities Act
and the monuments that we have protected have done a great service to the public and are
some of our most treasured lands in this country. . . . Those out in the West would probably
say it’s abused.” Zinke also said, “I’m not going to predispose what the outcome is going to
be.”

 

Legislators Call For Release Of Report On Keeping Asian Carp From Great Lakes.

The Detroit News (4/26) reports that after legislators “met Tuesday evening at the U.S. Capitol
with Trump administration officials, including representatives from the White House, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish & Wildlife, the U.S. Geological Service and the Interior
Department,” Michigan lawmakers say that “the White House is continuing to hold up the
release of a draft plan to slow Asian carp from reaching the Great Lakes through the Illinois
River” so that Administration officials can review concerns raised by downriver barge
operators that “measures to fight the invasive species could affect waterway navigation.” The
legislators calls for the report to be released. Sen. Debbie Stabenow commented, “the fact is
that U.S. Fish and Wildlife and the U.S. Geological Service — there’s wide array of people
deeply concerned about this (issue).”
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Trump Seeking To Remove Limits On Offshore Drilling.

CNBC (4/26, DiChristopher) reports President Trump plans to sign an executive order that
will direct Interior Department Secretary Zinke “to review and in all likelihood throw out
President Barack Obama’s plans for federally administered waters.” In seeking to remove
Obama Administration limits on offshore drilling, “Trump’s easiest and least controversial
option is to create a new five-year plan for auctioning off blocks of the U.S. Outer Continental
Shelf,” although the Interior Department and its Bureau of Ocean Energy Management will
have to “go through multiple stages including environmental impact studies and requests for
public comments.” Trump also could challenge Obama’s using the Outer Continental Shelf
Lands “to indefinitely block drilling in much of the U.S. Arctic off Alaska’s shores and parts
of the northern Atlantic Ocean” or work with Congress “to open offshore waters for auction
outside the OCSLA process.”

 

States Suing Interior Over Oil, Gas Royalties.

The Albuquerque (NM) Journal (4/26, Robinson-Avila) reports New Mexico and California
are suing “Department of the Interior for postponing implementation of a rule that updates
how federal royalties on oil, gas and coal extraction is calculated.” The agency postponed
implementing the rules, which took effect in January, “until a legal challenge by industry
groups is resolved.” The plaintiffs accuse the agency of “blocking payment of about $18
million in royalties owed to their states.”

 

White House Communications Report (sent to WH Comms, Wednesday.)

No COMMS report was done.

 

Federal Register Listings.

Sent to the FR on Wednesday.

 
Doug Domenech
Senior Advisor
US Department of the Interior

DOI-2018-10 00537



DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 4/27/17 
Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
 

 
 
Status of the Secretary 
TODAY: The Secretary will meet with Utah Governor and delegation.   
TODAY: The Secretary will meet Remarks at the Western Caucus meeting.   
TODAY: The Secretary will participate in the NEC Principals meeting (Paris).   
TODAY: The Secretary will meet with the House Resources Committee Minority and Majority members.   
TODAY: The Secretary will brief the media at the WH on the upcoming Energy EO. 
TODAY: The Secretary was scheduled to attend the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership BBQ 
at REI (but now likely will have to cancel). 
  
Fri. 4/28: Speak at NRA meeting in Atlanta.  Attend EO signing in Oval. 
 
Long Range: 5/25-5/28. The Secretary will participate in a CODEL sponsored by Senator Murkowski.  
Arctic Council.  Norway, Greenland, Alaska.  Various AK events 5/29-5/31.  
 
Upcoming Media 
YESTERDAY: "Finally, rural America has a voice again" - OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY. Secretary Zinke 
Weighs In on President Trump's Executive Order Directing Interior to Review of 20 Years of Monuments 
 
TODAY: “Secretary Zinke Announces $32.6 Million in Historic Preservation Grants to States and Tribes 
Funds” Offshore Drilling Helps Protect U.S. and Tribal Historic Places, Culture, and Traditions.    
WASHINGTON – U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke with the National Park Service today 
announced the awarding of $26.9 million in historic preservation grants to every U.S. state, the District 
of Columbia, the U.S. territories, and partnering nations, in addition to $5.7 million in grants to more 
than 160 tribes for cultural and heritage preservation projects on their tribal lands. 
  
“The Department of the Interior and the National Park Service is committed to preserving U.S. and tribal 
history and heritage,” Secretary Zinke said. “Through valuable partnerships we are able to assist 
communities and tribes in ensuring the diverse historic places, culture, and traditions that make our 
country unique are protected for future generations.” 
 
Executive Orders 
Secretary will participate in the EO on offshore energy signing tomorrow.  
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Speaking Invitations 
Accepted 
4/27 Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership BBQ (DC, REI) Likely cancelled. 
4/27 Western Caucus Members Only Luncheon (DC, Capitol) 
4/28 NRA Leadership Forum, Georgia World Congress Center in Atlanta, GA. 
5/1 Offshore Technology Conference (Houston, TX) 
5/3 Public Lands Trust, Washington, DC 
5/6 Montana State University-Northern Commencement Address (Havre, MT) 
5/16 DOI Annual Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Ceremony (DC) 
 
Regretted 
4/27 Blueprint 2025 Infrastructure Leadership Forum (DC) 
4/28 Woodlawn Cemetery Arbor Day Celebration (NYC) 
5/1 Ducks Unlimited at the Canadian Embassy regretted 
 
Outstanding Invitations in Process 
5/3 Tribal Leaders Economic Growth and Fair Taxation Summit (DC) 
5/12 Heritage Foundation's Edwin Meese III Center for Legal and Judicial Studies' 2017 Spring Legal 
Strategy Forum (Colorado Springs, CO) 
5/10 Association of California Water Agencies 2017 Spring Conference (Monterey, CA) 
5/19 Montana Logging Association Annual Meeting (Bozeman, MT) 
 
NEED CABINET AFFAIRS ASSISTANCE ON THIS ITEM:  Sportsmen’s Event with POTUS/VP: Formal 
request submitted to Cabinet Affairs outlining a proposed “Sportsmen’s” announcement of $1.1 billion 
in funding for hunting and fishing activities. NOTE: the Department will need to announce this soon.  The 
President’s trip to PA this weekend likely means we would do the announcement elsewhere.   
 
Emergency Management 
In Arizona, the Sawmill Fire, which began on April 23 in Pima County, is burning on state, U.S. Forest 
Service, and Bureau of Land Management Lands. To date, the fire has burned 40,356 acres and is 20-
percent contained. The fire is being managed by a Type-2 Incident Management Team (IMT) with 606 
personnel assigned, which includes 105 DOI personnel. There are 300 residential structures threatened 
and 412 evacuees at this time. The containment date has been set for May 3. The fire, beyond 
residential structures, also threatens community and utility infrastructure. 
 
The Cowbell Fire in Florida has seen no notable change over the last reporting period, yielding 21,840 
acres burned and 75-percent containment, with a containment date of April 30. 
 
In Georgia, the West Mims Fire in the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge has burned 73,976 (+14.658) 
acres. The fire is 8 (no change)-percent contained and managed by a Type-2 IMT with 505 (+33) 
personnel, including 93 (+9) DOI personnel. There are 79 (no change) residences and 3 (no change) 
commercial structures threatened. The containment date is November 1. 
 
The Poás Volcano, in Costa Rica, has been in an elevated state of eruptive activity since February 2017. 
On the night of April 25, the largest explosion in the current phase of activity occurred, destroying 
seismic monitoring stations and telemetry equipment installed near the summit crater. At the request of 
Observatorio Vulcanológico y Sismológico de Costa Rica (OVSICORI), the USGS Volcano Disaster 
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Assistance Program (VDAP) is providing two seismic stations, two Differential Optical Absorption 
Spectroscopy (DOAS) gas sensors, telemetry equipment to replace the equipment destroyed in the April 
25 explosion, and assistance with monitoring efforts. 
 
Media of Interest 
Trump Executive Order Directs Zinke To Review National Monument Designations. 
Reuters (4/26, Volcovici) reports that, as “part of an effort to reverse many of the environmental 
protections implemented by” President Barack Obama, President Trump “signed an executive order to 
allow national monument designations to be rescinded or reduce the size of sites.” Trump called 
Obama’s use of the 1906 Antiquities Act to create monuments, in Reuters’ words, “an ‘egregious abuse 
of federal power’ that allowed the federal government to ‘lock up’ millions of acres of land and water.” 
Interior Secretary Zinke said he is required by the order to review about 30 national monuments and 
recommend which designations should be lifted or altered. He added that reversing a monument 
designation “is untested, as you know, whether the president can do that” and that he would seek input 
form locals before making recommendations. 
        The Washington Post (4/26, Eilperin) reports Zinke told reporters that, in the words of the Post, “he 
would keep an open mind as he scrutinized past monument designations and that in and of itself the 
order would not repeal any existing monuments.” He said the review will consider any “loss of jobs, 
reduced wages and reduced public access” due to areas being “put off limits for traditional uses, like 
farming, ranching, timber harvest, mining, oil and gas exploration, fishing, and motorized recreation.” 
He added, “By and large, the Antiquities Act and the monuments that we have protected have done a 
great service to the public and are some of our most treasured lands in this country. . . . Those out in the 
West would probably say it’s abused.” Zinke also said, “I’m not going to predispose what the outcome is 
going to be.” 
 
Legislators Call For Release Of Report On Keeping Asian Carp From Great Lakes. 
The Detroit News (4/26) reports that after legislators “met Tuesday evening at the U.S. Capitol with 
Trump administration officials, including representatives from the White House, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, U.S. Fish & Wildlife, the U.S. Geological Service and the Interior Department,” Michigan 
lawmakers say that “the White House is continuing to hold up the release of a draft plan to slow Asian 
carp from reaching the Great Lakes through the Illinois River” so that Administration officials can review 
concerns raised by downriver barge operators that “measures to fight the invasive species could affect 
waterway navigation.” The legislators calls for the report to be released. Sen. Debbie Stabenow 
commented, “the fact is that U.S. Fish and Wildlife and the U.S. Geological Service — there’s wide array 
of people deeply concerned about this (issue).” 
 
Trump Seeking To Remove Limits On Offshore Drilling. 
CNBC (4/26, DiChristopher) reports President Trump plans to sign an executive order that will direct 
Interior Department Secretary Zinke “to review and in all likelihood throw out President Barack Obama’s 
plans for federally administered waters.” In seeking to remove Obama Administration limits on offshore 
drilling, “Trump’s easiest and least controversial option is to create a new five-year plan for auctioning 
off blocks of the U.S. Outer Continental Shelf,” although the Interior Department and its Bureau of 
Ocean Energy Management will have to “go through multiple stages including environmental impact 
studies and requests for public comments.” Trump also could challenge Obama’s using the Outer 
Continental Shelf Lands “to indefinitely block drilling in much of the U.S. Arctic off Alaska’s shores and 
parts of the northern Atlantic Ocean” or work with Congress “to open offshore waters for auction 
outside the OCSLA process.” 
 

DOI-2018-10 00540



States Suing Interior Over Oil, Gas Royalties. 
The Albuquerque (NM) Journal (4/26, Robinson-Avila) reports New Mexico and California are suing 
“Department of the Interior for postponing implementation of a rule that updates how federal royalties 
on oil, gas and coal extraction is calculated.” The agency postponed implementing the rules, which took 
effect in January, “until a legal challenge by industry groups is resolved.” The plaintiffs accuse the agency 
of “blocking payment of about $18 million in royalties owed to their states.” 
 
White House Communications Report (sent to WH Comms, Wednesday.) 
No COMMS report was done. 
 
Federal Register Listings. 
Sent to the FR on Wednesday. 
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