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DOI UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 3/1/17

Doug Domenech
 
Status of the Nominee

The Senate confirmed Rep. Zinke today as Secretary of the Interior.  The vote was 68-31 .  Zinke
has resigned his seat in Congress and will be sworn-into office by the VP in a 6 pm event at the
WH.
 
Secretary’s Schedule

Day one in the office is Thursday 3/2.
 
As part of the Secretary’s Day One activities he will:

         Greet employees.

         Attend an Ethics and Records Retention Briefings.

         Issue an email to all employees concerning high ethics.

         Meet with his Security Detail.

         Meeting with Sportsman/Hunting Groups, including the NRA.

         Sign Order overturning the prohibition on lead ammo on wildlife refuges.

         Sign Order on Conservation Stewardship (Hunting and Fishing).

Meeting with Sportsmens Groups
Participants: Jeff Crane (Congressional Sportsmen&#39;s Foundation)
Chris Cox (National Rifle Association)
Larry Keane (National Sports Shooting Foundation)
Margaret Everson (Ducks Unlimited)
David Anderson (Boone &amp; Crockett Club)
Mitch Butler (Mule Deer Foundation)
Greg Schildwachter (Wild Sheep Foundation)
Whit Fosberg (Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership)
Mike Nussman (American Sportfishing Association)
Glenn Le Munyon (Dallas Safari Club)
Gary Taylor (National Wild Turkey Foundation)
Jay Mac Aninch (Archery Trade Association)
Ron Reagan (Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies)
Collin O&#39;Mara (National Wildlife Foundation)
Anna Seidman (Safari Club International)
Steve Williams (Wildlife Management Institute)
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Derrick Crandall (American Recreation Council)
Miles Moretti (Mule Deer Foundation)
Dave Nomsen (Pheasants Forever)
Donald Peay (Sportsmen for Fish and Wildlife)
Jeff Trandahl (National Fish and Wildlife Foundation)
 
Thursday 3/2: The Secretary has been asked to attend a meeting at the WH on Thursday on
infrastructure.  Scott Hommel DOI COS (Acting) will be the plus 1.  A number of other
briefings are scheduled.
 
Energy/Interior Related Executive Orders

White House Energy Executive Order – We received the proposed EO and are suggesting a
few tweaks.
 
CRAs NO CHANGE: Passed the House

         BLM Venting and Flaring Methane Rule
OPED API: Senate Must Move To Repeal BLM Methane Rule.
Erik Milito at the American Petroleum Institute writes for The Hill (2/28) in its “Congress
Blog” that methane emissions associated with natural gas development have declined 18.6
percent since 1990 while natural gas production increased by over 45 percent. Industry and
“effective state and federal regulations” make BLM’s new Methane and Waste Prevention
rule “redundant” and “counterproductive.” BLM “lacks the statutory authority and
expertise to regulate air quality,” and the rule’s compliance costs “could make as many as
40 percent of federal wells that flare uneconomical to produce.” Milito urges the Senate to
follow the House and repeal the rule under the Congressional Review Act.

         BLM Planning 2.0 Rule

         FWS H.J.Res.69 - Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the final rule of the Department of the Interior relating to "Non-
Subsistence Take of Wildlife, and Public Participation and Closure Procedures, on
National Wildlife Refuges in Alaska".

 
MEDIA

NYT: For Interior, Montanan With Deep Roots and Inconsistent Record
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/01/us/for-interior-montanan-with-deep-roots-and-inconsistent-
record.html?_r=0

New Group Forms To Support Katahdin Woods And Waters National Monument.

The AP (2/28) reports that a nonprofit group has been created “to preserve and protect” the
Katahdin Woods and Waters National Monument. The private group, called Friends of
Katahdin Woods and Waters, plans to work together with the National Park Service. The
group’s president, Lucas St. Clair, “says its initial focus will be on organizing volunteer
opportunities, developing education programs and advocating for the monument.”

 

Flake Reintroduces Bill To Revise Mexican Gray Wolf Recovery Plan.

Grand Canyon (AZ) News (2/28) reports that Sen. Jeff Flake has reintroduced the Mexican
Gray Wolf Recovery Plan Act. The legislation would require the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
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Service “to collaborate with states, county governments, and local stakeholders to sustain
viable wild wolf populations without adversely impacting livestock, wild game or recreation.”
The bill would require the FWS “to draft an updated recovery plan for the Mexican gray wolf
in Arizona and New Mexico,” and “if the agency’s director does not comply with this new
recovery plan, state wildlife authorities would be empowered to supplement or assume
management of the Mexican gray wolf in accordance with the Endangered Species Act.”

 
Montana Lawmakers Clear Grizzly Resolution Urging Removal Of Protections.

The Bozeman (MT) Daily Chronicle (2/28, Wright) reports that “Montana lawmakers gave the
initial OK to a resolution urging the wholesale removal of Endangered Species Act protections
from all Montana grizzly bears, including those in areas where the federal government has not
recommended delisting.” House Joint Resolution 15, sponsored by Rep. Steve Gunderson,
“cleared its first vote of the full House 63-37 on Tuesday.” The resolution, “which amounts to
a policy letter and not a change in law, asks Congress to lift protections for bears in the state
and return management to the state wildlife agency, a move that could eventually lead to the
hunting of grizzlies.”

 
Infrastructure

TransCanada Suspends $15B Challenge Against US.

The Hill (2/28, Cama) reports Keystone XL pipeline developer, TransCanada Corp., “has
suspended an international arbitration challenge that sought $15 billion from the United States
government for blocking the project.” On Monday, the company “filed a notice of the
suspension” with “the World Bank’s International Centre for Settlement of Investment
Disputes, just over a month after President Trump wrote a memo to restart the federal
consideration of the project, a decision that could make the arbitration moot.” On Tuesday,
“TransCanada spokesman Terry Cunha confirmed the filing” but didn’t “offer any additional
comments.”

BLM Considering Drilling Near Zion National Park.

KTVX-TV Salt Lake City (2/28, Higgins) reports that “more than 40,000 people emailed the
Bureau of Land Management as the agency considers leasing land for oil drilling near Zion
National Park.” BLM St. George Field Manager Brian Tritle said, “It isn’t a done deal. We are
definitely open to public comment. But where there is oil, it’s not a surprise that someone
would be interested in it. We just have to figure out if it makes sense.” The comment period
closes March 9.

 
Meetings

Interior is meeting today with all the stakeholders involved in the Navajo Generating Station
Wednesday.

 
RELATED: Texas Public Policy Foundation VP Says Arizona Coal Plant, Mine Must Be

Kept Open.

Writing an op-ed for the Daily Caller (2/28, Devore), Texas Public Policy Foundation Vice
President Chuck DeVore defends Arizona’s coal-fired Navajo Generating Station and the coal
mine that supplies it against “a federal report” that “now threatens” the jobs associated with
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the plant, “755 good-paying jobs, about 90 percent of which are [filled by] Native
Americans.” DeVore expresses hope that President Trump will help keep NGS open, given his
campaign promises related to the coal industry, although “unnamed Trump administration
officials at the Department of the Interior urged otherwise.” DeVore also notes criticism of the
Bureau of Reclamation for its assessment of Arizona’s projected power needs and capacity
and the support NGS has from both of Arizona’s senators.

 

Emergency Management

In North Dakota, the BIA maintained an active presence in the Sacred Stone Camp, where an
estimated 30 protesters remain. There has been no active resistance to law enforcement, and
most protesters are attempting to comply with eviction orders.

 
In central Arizona, many streamgages have exceeded flood stage in response to recent heavy
rain. The  USGS  Arizona Water Science Center deployed 8 crews in response to this event on
Monday, with planned deployments throughout the duration of the flood event.

 
Significant river flooding is likely along the Wapsipinicon and Mississippi Rivers in portions of
northwestern Illinois and eastern Iowa.

 
White House Communications Report

DAILY COMMUNICATIONS REPORT
Inquiries

Bloomberg asked about the Budget  (response off the record, nothing to add at this time)
 
Roll Call (Toth)    Can the agency comment on the ONRR’s decision to delay the royalty
valuation rulemaking? Has the agency received Rep. Raul Grijalva’s letter detailing concerns
over the legality of the agency’s action?   RESPONSE – "DOI extended the effective date of
the Office of Natural Resource Revenue rule to allow the administration time to conduct a
detailed review of the rule and the compliance burden it puts on job creators. The Department
will make a definitive decision in the future."  (also from Associated Press)

 
Top Stories

E&E: Senate to push Zinke vote to tomorrow
Helena IR: Interior nominee Zinke clears Senate hurdle on way to confirmation
The Hill (oped): National Wildlife Federation and Colorado Wildlife Federation: Zinke ...
 
Top Issues and Accomplishments

Zinke confirmation vote scheduled for 10:30 AM EST Wednesday
Zinke swearing in Wednesday at 6:00 PM EST
Drafting an op-ed for the Houston Chronicle (or Denver Post) to amplify POTUS speech
Preparing for Zinke to arrive at DOI
 
The NY Times is in Whitefish, MT, (Zinke’s hometown) interviewed a number of locals about
Zinke. Profile about his conservation/public lands philosophy. Interviews were done with
Zinke’s best friend since kindergarten, his high school civics teacher, high school football
coach, the ranger at Glacier National Park (who knows Zinke in a personal capacity for a
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number of years, their kids were on the wrestling team together) and a number of locals in
town. Story preview expected online Monday or Tuesday with the full piece going live
following his confirmation. Print version to follow digital.  Expect a neutral to positive tone
but it’s the Times so….

 
Working with our policy shop to establish secretary’s early priorities and messaging
Writing Day 1 content for various web platforms and finalizing Secretary’s events
Continuing to outline Days 1-100 and 1-year plan for Secretary
 

Federal Register Notices Cleared for Publishing (None Significant)

On Tuesday DOI cleared these items for publishing in the FR.
 
REG0006713       FWS       Incidental Take Permit Application and Environmental Assessment
for Commercial Mixed-Use Development; Miami-Dade County, Florida (Coral Reef
Commons). The proposed Habitat Conservation Plan and Incidental Take Permit would
authorize incidental take of the covered species for a 30-year term on a 138-acre tract. In
addition to on-site conservation of 51 acres, there would be a 50-acre off-site conservation
area.        Notice                02/28/2017

 
REG0006734       FWS       Notice of Availability: Technical/Agency Draft Recovery Plan for
the Yellowcheek Darter. The draft recovery plan includes specific recovery objectives and
criteria that must be met in order for FWS to reclassify this species to threatened status and
ultimately to delist.  Notice 02/28/2017

 
REG0006771       FWS       Endangered Species Recovery Permit Applications (for the
Louisville zoo and others).    This is a batched notice of the receipt of recovery permit
applications under the Endangered Species Act. All permit requests are time-sensitive with the
majority of projects ensuing mid-March 2017.         Notice   02/28/2017

 
REG0006772       BLM       Notice of Public Meeting, North Slope Science Initiative - Science
Technical Advisory Panel, Alaska   The BLM announces a meeting of the North Slope
Science Initiative - Science Technical Advisory Panel to be held in Fairbanks, Alaska, on
March 20 and 21, 2017. Notice 02/28/2017

 
REG0006775       BLM       Notice of Public Meeting, Southwest Resource Advisory Council,
Colorado. Pursuant to the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) and the
Federal Advisory Committee Act of 1972 (FACA), the BLM announces a Mar. 31, 2017,
meeting of the Southwest Resource Advisory Council (RAC) in Montrose, Colorado.  The
meeting will be open to the public.          Notice 02/28/2017

 
REG0006778       USGS     National Geospatial Advisory Committee Meeting Notice. Pursuant
to the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA), this Notice announces a meeting of the
National Geospatial Advisory Committee (NGAC) on March 21 and 22, 2017, at the Main
Interior Building in Washington, DC.  The meeting is open to the public. Notice
02/28/2017

REG0006789       BIA         Indian Child Welfare Act; Designated Tribal Agents for Service of
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Notice.               The regulations implementing the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA or Act)
provide that Indian Tribes may designate an agent other than the Tribal chairman for service
of notice of proceedings under the Act.  This Notice provides the updated, current list of
designated Tribal agents for service of notice. Notice 02/28/2017

Doug Domenech

Senior Advisor
US Department of the Interior
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DOI UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 3/1/17

Doug Domenech

 

Status of the Nominee

The Senate confirmed Rep. Zinke today as Secretary of the Interior.  The vote was 68-31 .  Zinke has

resigned his seat in Congress and will be sworn-into office by the VP in a 6 pm event at the WH.

Secretary’s Schedule

Day one in the office is Thursday 3/2.

 

As part of the Secretary’s Day One activities he will:

 Greet employees.

 Attend an Ethics and Records Retention Briefings.

 Issue an email to all employees concerning high ethics.

 Meet with his Security Detail.

 Meeting with Sportsman/Hunting Groups, including the NRA.

 Sign Order overturning the prohibition on lead ammo on wildlife refuges.

 Sign Order on Conservation Stewardship (Hunting and Fishing).

Meeting with Sportsmens Groups

Participants: Jeff Crane (Congressional Sportsmen&#39;s Foundation)

Chris Cox (National Rifle Association)

Larry Keane (National Sports Shooting Foundation)

Margaret Everson (Ducks Unlimited)

David Anderson (Boone &amp; Crockett Club)

Mitch Butler (Mule Deer Foundation)

Greg Schildwachter (Wild Sheep Foundation)

Whit Fosberg (Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership)

Mike Nussman (American Sportfishing Association)

Glenn Le Munyon (Dallas Safari Club)

Gary Taylor (National Wild Turkey Foundation)

Jay Mac Aninch (Archery Trade Association)

Ron Reagan (Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies)

Collin O&#39;Mara (National Wildlife Foundation)

Anna Seidman (Safari Club International)

Steve Williams (Wildlife Management Institute)

Derrick Crandall (American Recreation Council)

Miles Moretti (Mule Deer Foundation)

Dave Nomsen (Pheasants Forever)

Donald Peay (Sportsmen for Fish and Wildlife)

Jeff Trandahl (National Fish and Wildlife Foundation)

 

Thursday 3/2: The Secretary has been asked to attend a meeting at the WH on Thursday on

infrastructure.  Scott Hommel DOI COS (Acting) will be the plus 1.  A number of other briefings are

scheduled.

Energy/Interior Related Executive Orders
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White House Energy Executive Order – We received the proposed EO and are suggesting a few tweaks.

 

CRAs NO CHANGE: Passed the House

 BLM Venting and Flaring Methane Rule

OPED API: Senate Must Move To Repeal BLM Methane Rule.

Erik Milito at the American Petroleum Institute writes for The Hill (2/28) in its “Congress Blog” that

methane emissions associated with natural gas development have declined 18.6 percent since 1990

while natural gas production increased by over 45 percent. Industry and “effective state and federal

regulations” make BLM’s new Methane and Waste Prevention rule “redundant” and

“counterproductive.” BLM “lacks the statutory authority and expertise to regulate air quality,” and

the rule’s compliance costs “could make as many as 40 percent of federal wells that flare

uneconomical to produce.” Milito urges the Senate to follow the House and repeal the rule under

the Congressional Review Act.

 BLM Planning 2.0 Rule

 FWS H.J.Res.69 - Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States

Code, of the final rule of the Department of the Interior relating to "Non-Subsistence Take of

Wildlife, and Public Participation and Closure Procedures, on National Wildlife Refuges in Alaska".

 

MEDIA

 
NYT: For Interior, Montanan With Deep Roots and Inconsistent Record
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/01/us/for-interior-montanan-with-deep-roots-and-inconsistent-
record.html? r=0

New Group Forms To Support Katahdin Woods And Waters National Monument.

The AP (2/28) reports that a nonprofit group has been created “to preserve and protect” the Katahdin

Woods and Waters National Monument. The private group, called Friends of Katahdin Woods and

Waters, plans to work together with the National Park Service. The group’s president, Lucas St. Clair,

“says its initial focus will be on organizing volunteer opportunities, developing education programs and

advocating for the monument.”

Flake Reintroduces Bill To Revise Mexican Gray Wolf Recovery Plan.

Grand Canyon (AZ) News (2/28) reports that Sen. Jeff Flake has reintroduced the Mexican Gray Wolf

Recovery Plan Act. The legislation would require the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service “to collaborate with

states, county governments, and local stakeholders to sustain viable wild wolf populations without

adversely impacting livestock, wild game or recreation.” The bill would require the FWS “to draft an

updated recovery plan for the Mexican gray wolf in Arizona and New Mexico,” and “if the agency’s

director does not comply with this new recovery plan, state wildlife authorities would be empowered to

supplement or assume management of the Mexican gray wolf in accordance with the Endangered

Species Act.”

Montana Lawmakers Clear Grizzly Resolution Urging Removal Of Protections.

The Bozeman (MT) Daily Chronicle (2/28, Wright) reports that “Montana lawmakers gave the initial OK

to a resolution urging the wholesale removal of Endangered Species Act protections from all Montana

grizzly bears, including those in areas where the federal government has not recommended delisting.”

House Joint Resolution 15, sponsored by Rep. Steve Gunderson, “cleared its first vote of the full House

63-37 on Tuesday.” The resolution, “which amounts to a policy letter and not a change in law, asks
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Congress to lift protections for bears in the state and return management to the state wildlife agency, a

move that could eventually lead to the hunting of grizzlies.”

Infrastructure

TransCanada Suspends $15B Challenge Against US.

The Hill (2/28, Cama) reports Keystone XL pipeline developer, TransCanada Corp., “has suspended an

international arbitration challenge that sought $15 billion from the United States government for

blocking the project.” On Monday, the company “filed a notice of the suspension” with “the World

Bank’s International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes, just over a month after President

Trump wrote a memo to restart the federal consideration of the project, a decision that could make the

arbitration moot.” On Tuesday, “TransCanada spokesman Terry Cunha confirmed the filing” but didn’t

“offer any additional comments.”

BLM Considering Drilling Near Zion National Park.

KTVX-TV Salt Lake City (2/28, Higgins) reports that “more than 40,000 people emailed the Bureau of

Land Management as the agency considers leasing land for oil drilling near Zion National Park.” BLM St.

George Field Manager Brian Tritle said, “It isn’t a done deal. We are definitely open to public comment.

But where there is oil, it’s not a surprise that someone would be interested in it. We just have to figure

out if it makes sense.” The comment period closes March 9.

Meetings 

Interior is meeting today with all the stakeholders involved in the Navajo Generating Station

Wednesday.

 

RELATED: Texas Public Policy Foundation VP Says Arizona Coal Plant, Mine Must Be Kept Open.

Writing an op-ed for the Daily Caller (2/28, Devore), Texas Public Policy Foundation Vice President Chuck

DeVore defends Arizona’s coal-fired Navajo Generating Station and the coal mine that supplies it against

“a federal report” that “now threatens” the jobs associated with the plant, “755 good-paying jobs, about

90 percent of which are [filled by] Native Americans.” DeVore expresses hope that President Trump will

help keep NGS open, given his campaign promises related to the coal industry, although “unnamed

Trump administration officials at the Department of the Interior urged otherwise.” DeVore also notes

criticism of the Bureau of Reclamation for its assessment of Arizona’s projected power needs and

capacity and the support NGS has from both of Arizona’s senators.

Emergency Management

In North Dakota, the BIA maintained an active presence in the Sacred Stone Camp, where an estimated

30 protesters remain. There has been no active resistance to law enforcement, and most protesters are

attempting to comply with eviction orders.

 

In central Arizona, many streamgages have exceeded flood stage in response to recent heavy rain. The

USGS Arizona Water Science Center deployed 8 crews in response to this event on Monday, with

planned deployments throughout the duration of the flood event.

 

Significant river flooding is likely along the Wapsipinicon and Mississippi Rivers in portions of

northwestern Illinois and eastern Iowa.

White House Communications Report

DAILY COMMUNICATIONS REPORT
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Inquiries

Bloomberg asked about the Budget  (response off the record, nothing to add at this time)

 

Roll Call (Toth)    Can the agency comment on the ONRR’s decision to delay the royalty valuation

rulemaking? Has the agency received Rep. Raul Grijalva’s letter detailing concerns over the legality of

the agency’s action?   RESPONSE – "DOI extended the effective date of the Office of Natural Resource

Revenue rule to allow the administration time to conduct a detailed review of the rule and the

compliance burden it puts on job creators. The Department will make a definitive decision in the

future."  (also from Associated Press)

Top Stories

E&E: Senate to push Zinke vote to tomorrow

Helena IR: Interior nominee Zinke clears Senate hurdle on way to confirmation

The Hill (oped): National Wildlife Federation and Colorado Wildlife Federation: Zinke ...

Top Issues and Accomplishments

Zinke confirmation vote scheduled for 10:30 AM EST Wednesday

Zinke swearing in Wednesday at 6:00 PM EST

Drafting an op-ed for the Houston Chronicle (or Denver Post) to amplify POTUS speech

Preparing for Zinke to arrive at DOI

 

The NY Times is in Whitefish, MT, (Zinke’s hometown) interviewed a number of locals about Zinke.

Profile about his conservation/public lands philosophy. Interviews were done with Zinke’s best friend

since kindergarten, his high school civics teacher, high school football coach, the ranger at Glacier

National Park (who knows Zinke in a personal capacity for a number of years, their kids were on the

wrestling team together) and a number of locals in town. Story preview expected online Monday or

Tuesday with the full piece going live following his confirmation. Print version to follow digital.  Expect a

neutral to positive tone but it’s the Times so….

 

Working with our policy shop to establish secretary’s early priorities and messaging

Writing Day 1 content for various web platforms and finalizing Secretary’s events

Continuing to outline Days 1-100 and 1-year plan for Secretary

Federal Register Notices Cleared for Publishing (None Significant)

On Tuesday DOI cleared these items for publishing in the FR.

 

REG0006713 FWS Incidental Take Permit Application and Environmental Assessment for

Commercial Mixed-Use Development; Miami-Dade County, Florida (Coral Reef Commons). The proposed

Habitat Conservation Plan and Incidental Take Permit would authorize incidental take of the covered

species for a 30-year term on a 138-acre tract. In addition to on-site conservation of 51 acres, there

would be a 50-acre off-site conservation area.   Notice 02/28/2017

 

REG0006734 FWS Notice of Availability: Technical/Agency Draft Recovery Plan for the Yellowcheek

Darter. The draft recovery plan includes specific recovery objectives and criteria that must be met in

order for FWS to reclassify this species to threatened status and ultimately to delist.  Notice 02/28/2017

 

REG0006771 FWS Endangered Species Recovery Permit Applications (for the Louisville zoo and

others). This is a batched notice of the receipt of recovery permit applications under the Endangered
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Species Act. All permit requests are time-sensitive with the majority of projects ensuing mid-March

2017. Notice 02/28/2017

 

REG0006772 BLM Notice of Public Meeting, North Slope Science Initiative - Science Technical

Advisory Panel, Alaska The BLM announces a meeting of the North Slope Science Initiative - Science

Technical Advisory Panel to be held in Fairbanks, Alaska, on March 20 and 21, 2017. Notice 02/28/2017

 

REG0006775 BLM Notice of Public Meeting, Southwest Resource Advisory Council, Colorado.

Pursuant to the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) and the Federal Advisory Committee

Act of 1972 (FACA), the BLM announces a Mar. 31, 2017, meeting of the Southwest Resource Advisory

Council (RAC) in Montrose, Colorado.  The meeting will be open to the public. Notice 02/28/2017

 

REG0006778 USGS National Geospatial Advisory Committee Meeting Notice. Pursuant to the

Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA), this Notice announces a meeting of the National Geospatial

Advisory Committee (NGAC) on March 21 and 22, 2017, at the Main Interior Building in Washington, DC.

The meeting is open to the public. Notice 02/28/2017

 

REG0006789 BIA Indian Child Welfare Act; Designated Tribal Agents for Service of Notice. The

regulations implementing the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA or Act) provide that Indian Tribes may

designate an agent other than the Tribal chairman for service of notice of proceedings under the Act.

This Notice provides the updated, current list of designated Tribal agents for service of notice. Notice

02/28/2017
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