
To: Wysong, Sheri[swysong@blm.gov]
Cc: Lola Bird[lbird@blm.gov]; Edwin Roberson[eroberso@blm.gov]; Anita
Bilbao[abilbao@blm.gov]; Aaron Curtis[acurtis@blm.gov]; Ashcroft, Tyler[tashcrof@blm.gov]; Kent
Hoffman[khoffman@blm.gov]; Kerry Schwartz[kschwartz@blm.gov]; Ashley Losey[alosey@blm.gov];
Thomas, Nathan[nthomas@blm.gov]; Shauna Derbyshire[sderbyshire@blm.gov]; Laurie
Ford[lford@blm.gov]; Roger Bankert[rbankert@blm.gov]; Wilcken, Leslie[lwilcken@blm.gov]; Joshua
Robbins[jcrobbin@blm.gov]; Staszak, Cynthia[cstaszak@blm.gov]; Matthew
Betenson[mbetenso@blm.gov]; Naeve, Robin[rnaeve@blm.gov]; Stanley Perkes[sperkes@blm.gov];
Larry Garahana[lgarahan@blm.gov]; mcoultha@blm.gov[mcoultha@blm.gov]
From: Ginn, Allison
Sent: 2017-05-17T10:01:28-04:00
Importance: Normal
Subject: Re: 5/16 Afternoon Draft of GSENM Data Call Responses
Received: 2017-05-17T10:01:42-04:00
2017 Exchange Tract memo.pdf
GSENM Coal Lease Cancellation Payments.pdf
MOU  SITLA-BLM-FS Land Excange Pub Law No 105-335 Stat 3139  ratified 8 May 1998.pdf
Upper Valley Field Map.pdf
Upper Valley GSE Production.pdf
Upper Valley Wells in GSENM.xlsx
UGS Circular 93 GS Energy and Mineral Resources.pdf
SITLA_FY2013_Annual_Report_Email.pdf
FINAL EIS - Dev of Coal Resources in  Southern Utah Part 1 Regional.pdf
A Bedingfield to J McKenzie 16 May 2017.pdf
Minerals Energy OandGdata GSENM.docx

Attached are the files we received from 5th floor last night (compiled response is in
Minerals_Energy_OandGdata_GSENM.docx) for GSENM.

Regards,

Allison Ginn
National Conservation Lands Program Lead
BLM Utah State Office
801-539-4053

On Tue, May 16, 2017 at 5:38 PM, Wysong, Sheri <swysong@blm.gov> wrote:

Here is the Bear's Ears with oil and gas info.

On Tue, May 16, 2017 at 2:10 PM, Ginn, Allison <aginn@blm.gov> wrote:

UTSO Team-

Please find attached update Word versions of the Executive Summary and Data Responses for Grand
Staircase National Monument and the supporting documents. (Seriously, their staff is amazing- the
breadth of materials collected in such short order is phenomenal.) GSENM is still working diligently on this
response, so please be advised that this is just an updated draft and subject to changes.

All supporting documents are located in the DOI's Google Drive folder, but only a few BLMers have access in
Drive. Because there are many large files, I'm attaching only a few documents referenced in the response
that I think will be of interest to UTSO reviewers.

I believe that Cindy is still waiting on some information from the 5th floor, the grazing program, and review by

FOIA001:01704643
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External Affairs.

I've been at my desk since 5:45 am and am heading home shortly, but wanted UTSO staff members to have
an opportunity to see the progress of the document. Please bring any issues to our attention during the
conference call tomorrow morning (UTSO folks can gather in Monument Room A).

Thanks!

Regards,

Allison Ginn
National Conservation Lands Program Lead
BLM Utah State Office
801-539-4053

--

Sheri Wysong

Fluid Minerals Leasing Coordinator

Utah State Office, Bureau of Land Management

801-539-4067

FOIA001:01704643
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API WELL_NAME LOCATION_SURF_WCR QTR_QTR SECTION RANGE MERIDIAN COUNTY LEASE_NUM LA_PA_DATE TOTAL_CUM_OIL TOTAL_CUM_GAS TOTAL_CUM_WATER UNIT_NAME GIS_STAT_TYPE COMPANY_NAME ORIG_COMPL_DATE ORIG_TD
4301710185 GOVT 2                              0333 FNL 0293 FWL NWNW 08 R02.0E S GARFIELD  SL-065689      10/26/1952 -                          -                            -                                                                  PA CALIFORNIA OIL CO                                 10/26/1952 7114
4301730012 UV 18                               2100 FSL 0200 FWL NWSW 31 R02.0E S GARFIELD  U-019378       1,425,264.00         17,319.00                51,466,194.00               UPPER VALLEY                    POW CITATION OIL & GAS CORP                           4/29/1969 7074
4301730013 UV 19                               0360 FNL 0735 FWL NWNW 06 R02.0E S GARFIELD  UTU 019378     200,505.00            -                            6,907,106.00                 UPPER VALLEY                    WIW CITATION OIL & GAS CORP                           6/5/1969 7157
4301730015 UV 12                               2085 FSL 0810 FWL NWSW 06 R02.0E S GARFIELD  U-019378       462,321.00            4,788.00                  19,108,187.00               UPPER VALLEY                    SOW CITATION OIL & GAS CORP                           7/28/1969 7220
4301730021 UV 21                               0775 FNL 0740 FWL SWSW 07 R02.0E S GARFIELD  U-019379       332,176.00            5,600.00                  7,156,439.00                 UPPER VALLEY                    POW CITATION OIL & GAS CORP                           2/23/1970 9951
4301730030 UPPER VALLEY U 23                   2180 FNL 1645 FWL SENW 30 R02.0E S GARFIELD  U-013734       -                          -                            -                                  UPPER VALLEY                    WIW CITATION OIL & GAS CORP                           6/23/1971 6900
4301730039 UV 27                               1540 FSL 1830 FEL NWSE 07 R02.0E S GARFIELD  U-019379       322,964.00            5,437.00                  6,645,860.00                 UPPER VALLEY                    POW CITATION OIL & GAS CORP                           11/29/1971 7315
4301730067 LITTLE VALLEY FED 1                 1985 FNL 1965 FWL SENW 18 R02.0E S GARFIELD  U-0128443      1,056,705.00         -                            12,795,229.00                                               POW CITATION OIL & GAS CORP                           12/16/1974 7695

TOTAL 3,799,935.00         33,144.00                104,079,015.00            

RPT_Year Oil (bbls) GAS (mcf) Water (bbls)
1969 104,218.00                                   -                                      543,646.00          
1970 119,507.00                                   -                                      859,674.00          
1971 100,917.00                                   -                                      1,011,394.00       
1972 183,133.00                                   -                                      1,986,192.00       
1973 160,275.00                                   -                                      2,114,010.00       
1974 116,671.00                                   -                                      2,253,331.00       
1975 145,772.00                                   -                                      2,151,529.00       
1976 150,860.00                                   -                                      2,334,533.00       
1977 129,073.00                                   -                                      2,499,352.00       
1978 99,349.00                                     -                                      1,749,170.00       
1979 110,172.00                                   -                                      2,255,569.00       
1980 98,434.00                                     -                                      2,183,022.00       
1981 84,900.00                                     -                                      1,885,062.00       
1982 88,631.00                                     -                                      2,184,515.00       
1983 76,616.00                                     -                                      2,196,750.00       
1984 85,275.00                                     -                                      2,665,360.00       
1985 75,286.00                                     -                                      2,283,594.00       
1986 74,449.00                                     -                                      1,850,675.00       
1987 69,177.00                                     -                                      1,762,112.00       
1988 61,615.00                                     -                                      1,411,176.00       
1989 59,800.00                                     -                                      1,655,753.00       
1990 61,136.00                                     -                                      1,937,637.00       
1991 62,582.00                                     -                                      2,000,266.00       
1992 64,352.00                                     -                                      2,007,402.00       
1993 61,880.00                                     -                                      2,106,751.00       
1994 68,923.00                                     -                                      2,185,985.00       
1995 72,830.00                                     -                                      2,216,784.00       
1996 68,328.00                                     -                                      2,365,874.00       
1997 65,828.00                                     -                                      2,222,047.00       
1998 63,709.00                                     438.00                                2,026,691.00       
1999 65,864.00                                     1,742.00                             2,263,879.00       
2000 63,934.00                                     1,448.00                             2,187,330.00       
2001 63,824.00                                     1,813.00                             2,256,954.00       
2002 61,578.00                                     1,174.00                             2,258,223.00       
2003 59,636.00                                     1,168.00                             2,298,116.00       
2004 60,338.00                                     1,539.00                             2,359,269.00       
2005 57,856.00                                     1,812.00                             2,376,104.00       
2006 54,005.00                                     1,785.00                             2,458,079.00       
2007 51,423.00                                     1,756.00                             2,576,723.00       
2008 50,409.00                                     1,885.00                             2,558,164.00       
2009 50,969.00                                     2,010.00                             2,488,256.00       
2010 50,622.00                                     2,120.00                             2,446,403.00       
2011 50,401.00                                     2,063.00                             2,609,873.00       
2012 47,338.00                                     2,063.00                             2,618,375.00       
2013 47,681.00                                     1,828.00                             2,643,448.00       
2014 46,337.00                                     1,852.00                             2,515,483.00       
2015 45,910.00                                     1,955.00                             2,409,415.00       
2016 45,538.00                                     2,357.00                             2,324,769.00       
2017 6,570.00                                       336.00                                334,110.00          

3,763,931.00                                33,144.00                          102,888,829.00   
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Strong business leadership and prudent land stewardship practices marked a

successful 2013 fiscal year for the Trust Lands Administration. The agency celebrated

20 years of oil and gas operations within the Drunkards Wash Unit on its West Price/

Ferron Block. Since 1994, oil and gas development within this unit has generated

$140 million for the Permanent School Fund and other beneficiaries.

Also this fiscal year, our principal role in the completion of a complex multi-agency

land exchange helped protect wildlife habitat and provide property for a significant

portion of the Utah Department of Transportation’s Mountain View Corridor project

in Salt Lake County, while generating $6.6 million for the Permanent School Fund.

In addition, the agency was instrumental in selling property in a collaborative effort

that fulfilled mitigation requirements for three southern Utah airports impacted by

the Utah prairie dog, a species listed as ‘threatened’ under the Federal Endangered

Species Act.

Also noteworthy is the significant increase in revenues produced by our Planning

and Development Business Group. This year’s performance exceeded the last four-

year average earnings by approximately $9 million.

Total revenue from management and development of trust lands exceeded $106

million this year. The Permanent School Fund topped $1.6 billion during this fiscal

year, providing nearly $40 million to K-12 schools and supporting critical academic

programs identified by individual School Community Councils. Another $3.8 million

was distributed to 11 other beneficiaries.

The accomplishments outlined in this year’s annual report are due to the work of

the agency’s management team, its employees, and the Board of Trustees. I want to

personally thank each of them for their professionalism, dedication, and efficiency

in managing Utah’s trust lands.

Kevin S. Carter

Message from the Director
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Oil Shale: The group competitively offered a 643-acre school section in Uintah

County for oil shale lease. The parcel is strategically located and received a respectable

bonus bid of $631,000, which is slightly more than $981 per acre. This successful lease

demonstrates the importance of waiting for prime market conditions before offering

select parcels for lease.

Coal: The Minerals Group successfully gained a contract presence in the Alton

Coal Field. This exploration agreement includes an option to lease with Alton Coal

Development, LLC., a pioneer in developing and mining southern Utah’s vast

coal resources.

Sand and Gravel: The group reported sand and gravel production gained a moderate

increase of five percent over last fiscal year. Located primarily on trust lands in Vernal,

Price, Moab, and St. George, aggregates are used in a variety of materials, almost

exclusively within the construction industry.

Drunkards Wash Revenue: The Oil and Gas Group marked 20 years of ConocoPhillips

operations within the Drunkards Wash Unit of the West Price/Ferron Block. Acquisition

of additional land within this unit from the federal government, propelled oil and gas

development into a position of providing stable, long-term revenues to the Permanent

School Fund and other beneficiaries. The unit has and continues to provide revenue to

the Division of Wildlife Resources for mitigation and ongoing wildlife studies in Carbon

and Emery counties. Of the $700 million in gross revenues derived from oil and gas

since 1994, $140 million originated from this unit.

Well Site Review: The group reviewed operations and reclamation at 2,592 well sites

located on trust lands throughout Utah. Due to diligence, no environmental incidents

have resulted in permanent damage.

Mining Group

Oil & Gas Group

2013 Fiscal Year Highlights
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Planning &
Development Group

5

Staff reported revenues for 2013 improved substantially, ending the year at just under

$14 million. Total revenue over the past four fiscal years averaged $4,514,700 annually

as a result of the significant downturn in global and national real estate markets.

However, signs of a positive, albeit slow, recovery began to appear in 2012.

State Interagency Land Exchange/Sale: Staff completed an interagency land

swap with the Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR) and Utah Department of

Transportation (UDOT) that earned $6.6 million for the Permanent School Fund. The

agency traded 7,000 acres of unusable lands located within Wildlife Management Areas

to DWR in exchange for a parcel at 5600 West 2100 South in Salt Lake County, which

was then sold to UDOT to secure a one-mile section for the Mountain View Corridor.

Protected Species Mitigation: The Surface Group helped local, federal, and private

agencies protect habitat for the federally threatened Utah prairie dog. The sale of 800

acres of prairie dog habitat in Garfield County to The Nature Conservancy, fulfilled

mitigation requirements for the loss of habitat at three airports in Iron and Wayne

counties. The mitigation funds of $800,000 from the Federal Aviation Administration

used for the sale were deposited into the Permanent School Fund.

Wildfire Reclamation: The group reported an unusually severe year for wildfires

throughout Utah. Seven of the 12 fires affecting trust lands were significant, burning

6,148 acres, which required rehabilitation to protect watersheds and other values. The

agency is an active partner in Utah’s Watershed Restoration Initiative (UWRI), which

is instrumental in mobilizing collaborative fire restoration projects. Trust Lands spent

$450,000 to seed affected acreage, and were supported by an additional $318,000 from

other UWRI partners to meet additional seed, labor, and equipment expenses to

complete fire rehabilitation work.

Surface Group 
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Renewable Energy Projects – Solar: The Surface Group noted an  increased

interest in renewable energy development, particularly solar energy, on trust lands

this year. The largest and most significant project was a 300-megawatt photovoltaic

solar development project on 1,754 acres of trust lands near the Intermountain Power

Project plant in Millard County. When complete, it will be one of the largest solar

energy projects in the country. This project and two smaller solar leases in Beaver and

San Juan counties are expected to bring significant revenue to the Permanent School

Fund through lease rental and royalty payments.

LaSal Off-Highway Vehicle Pilot Project: The agency completed a 135-mile

off-highway vehicle (OHV) trail system on 28,000 acres in the La Sal Mountains.

Trust Lands led several public meetings involving officials from Grand and San Juan

counties, and representatives from the Divisions of Wildlife Resources and State

Parks, and off-roading groups. Funds for the project came from a $1.50 surcharge on

all OHV registrations. This collaborative project successfully curbed historic

resource degradation caused by undisciplined OHV use on two of the agency’s

premier land blocks.

Legitimizing County Road Claims: The Surface Group completed its sixth year

of engaging with rural counties to legitimize county-claimed roads located on trust

lands. Analysis is now complete for the final group of Class B and the first block of

Class D roads. Efforts this year yielded 63.53 miles of roads perfected as easements

and 199.28 miles of roads recognized as valid existing rights through formal

disclaimers of interest. Our agency formalized a partnership with the Permanent

Community Impact Fund Board, which will assist counties with road easement

purchases and facilitate efficient completion of legitimizing remaining roads.

Audit staff recovered approximately $1.3 million in unpaid royalties by conducting

revenue compliance reviews to determine if lessees properly reported commodity

volumes. Following an audit schedule approved by the director, the group meets

at various times throughout the year with the Board of Trustees Audit Committee.

Audit Group 
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The Legal Group supervised the successful completion of appraisals for the Utah

Recreation Land Exchange Act (URLEA). Authorized by Congress in 2009, the URLEA

exchange will convey 25,000 acres of trust lands in the scenic Colorado River corridor

near Moab for 35,000 acres of federal land in the Uintah Basin that has considerably

higher potential for oil and gas development. Closing of the exchange is expected

to occur in early 2014.

Environmental Compliance: The Compliance Group increased lease reviews and

inspections to insure lessees use best management practices and reduce the likelihood

of exposing the agency to environmental liabilities, legal issues, and remediation costs.

This proactive management strategy has and will continue to substantially reduce

liability risks in the long term and promote good stewardship of the land.

The Technology Group successfully deployed a web-based GIS platform for online

and mobile use. The new platform allows employees and others to view, query, and

collect data on trust land parcels with hand-held devices. These tools increase

productivity from field to office.

Information Technology
& Geographic Information

Systems Group
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Senior Staff

Board of Trustees

Kevin Carter, Director

John Andrews, Associate Director and Chief Legal Counsel

Kim Christy, Deputy Director/Surface and External Affairs

Lisa Schneider, Assistant Director/Finance

Douglas O. Buchi, Assistant Director/Planning and Development

LaVonne Garrison, Assistant Director/Oil and Gas

Tom Faddies, Assistant Director/Mining

Jeff Roe, ITS Director

Ron Carlson, Audit Manager

Nannette Johnson, Assistant to the Director and Board of Trustees

Daniel C. Lofgren, Chair

Steven B. Ostler, Vice Chair

David Ure, Member

Louie Cononelos, Member

James M. Lekas, Member

Michael Mower, Member

Thomas W. Bachtell, Member
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The Trust Lands Administration manages the land portfolio for each

beneficiary, generating revenues through oil, gas, and mineral leases,

rents, and royalties; real estate development and sales; and surface estate

sales, leases, and easements. Revenues generated from each real estate

portfolio are placed into individual trust funds, which are invested by

the state treasurer. Income earned from each trust fund is distributed

to its beneficiary.

Utah’s public schools are the beneficiary of 96 percent of all trust

lands. Revenue generated from school trust lands is transferred into

the Permanent School Fund, growing the endowment for public schools.

Income earned from the fund is distributed annually to individual school

councils using a per-pupil formula.

Permanent funds for the 11 other beneficiaries grow more slowly

because they hold a smaller percentage of lands, and only revenues from

land sales are placed into their permanent funds. All remaining earnings

are distributed annually to each beneficiary.

Since 1994, the Permanent School Fund has
grown from $50 million to more than $1.6 billion.
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In addition to its land management mandate,

the agency administers the Land Exchange

Distribution Account. The Trust Lands

Administration manages the complex

disbursement of development royalties

from federal lands, which serve as compensation

to the 27 counties that acquired or exchanged

lands at the time of Grand Staircase Escalante

National Monument designation. The agency

anticipates this responsibility will grow as it

continues collaboration with the federal

government on several land exchanges.

The Trust Lands Administration is
entirely self-funded with no taxpayer
or general fund support. A portion
of revenue generated from managing
trust lands activity is used for
operations and administration.

Oil and Gas: Leases trust lands for oil and gas exploration;

works with the energy industry creating opportunities to

generate short- and long-term revenues.

Mining: Leases trust lands to generate revenue from coal,

oil shale, bitumen, potash, and phosphate; construction

materials such as sand and gravel, rock aggregate, and

high-quality limestone products; and copper, beryllium

and uranium.

Surface: Leases surface rights for telecommunication,

commercial, agricultural, and industrial purposes; issues

easements, rights of entry, timber and grazing permits;

conducts land sales and exchanges; and administers

water rights.

Cultural Resource Management: Assists the entire agency

in its compliance with Utah code requiring state agencies to

consider the effects on historic and archaeological resources

within project areas.

Planning and Development: Works with private real estate

developers to provide residential, commercial, and industrial

development in Utah’s growing communities.

Information Technology and Geographic Information

Systems (GIS): Provides expertise and service in the fields

of information technology, GIS, spatial analysis, cartography,

remote sensing, and aerial photography to staff and the public.

Legal: Provides legal counsel on all matters affecting

the trust; drafts and reviews transactional documents, such

as leases and joint ventures, for disposition of trust lands;

represents the agency in litigation; and supervises the agency’s

law enforcement and environmental compliance activities.

Administrative Services: Provides professional administrative

support in all areas, including: finance and auditing; human

resources; and records management.

The Trust Lands Administration employs a team
of business professionals who manage all facets of
land management and administrative operations.

FOIA001:01704620

DOI-2019-07 02805





Our mission is to administer

trust lands prudently and profitably

for Utah’s schoolchildren and other

trust beneficiaries.

Trust Lands Administration

State of Utah School and Institutional

Trust Lands Administration

www.trustlands.com
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Call for Data Related to Review of National Monuments under EO 13792 (April 26, 2017)

1. Information on activities permitted at the Monument, including annual levels of activity

from the date of designation to the present (Designation date for GSENM is September

18, 1996)

a. Energy - annual production of coal, oil, gas and renewables (if any) on site; amount of

energy transmission infrastructure on site (if any)

o The annual production of oil and gas in the Grand Staircase Escalante National

Monument (GSENM) is currently occurring in or adjacent to the Upper Valley

Unit (UVU) in the north-central area of the GSENM (Attachment Upper Valley

Unit Map).  Four wells within the GSENM are currently producing oil and a small

amount of gas.  The UVU was approved in 1962 and production from the wells

peaked in 1972 at 183,133 bbls.  In the last 20 years, 1997-2016, production has

slowly declined from about 65,828 bbls oil and no gas annually to 45,538 bbls oil

and 2357 mcf of gas.  (Attachment:  Historical Oil and Gas Production GSE

National Monument Upper Valley Field)

o No coal lands have been explored or coal produced within the GSENM since the

September 18, 1996 declaration. Existing coal leases were cancelled in exchange

for Federal payments totaling $42 million1 (1/1/2017 $’s2).

o Lands with an estimated 156.3 million tons of coal were exchanged to the State

of Utah for State lands3 in the GSENM with a current market value of $6.2 Billion

and royalty value of $500 million. Tons remaining after the 156.3 million tons are

produced, would revert to the Federal government.

o Further, lands with an additional 45+ million tons4 (market value $1.8 Billion and

a royalty value of $144 million) will not revert to the Federal government until

the State of Utah State Institutional Trust Lands (SITLA) receives $26,012,210

(plus interest) in royalty and rental.5 As of 1 January 2017, the principal plus

interest totaled $34.7 million6. Any tons of the 45+ million tons remaining after

                                                            
1 Attached: “GSENM Coal Lease Cancellation Payments”
2 https://data.bls.gov/timeseries/WPU051?data_tool=XGtable
3 Attached: “2017 Exchange Tract memo”

                     “MOU  SITLA-BLM-FS Land Exchange Pub Law No 105-335 Stat 3139  ratified 8 May 1998”
4 http://www.ecprogress.com/news/cottonwood-tract-out-for-lease/article_e165c9af-708a-5abb-b6a0-

0180658ebaec.html
5 Attached: “MOU  SITLA-BLM-FS Land Exchange Pub Law No 105-335 Stat 3139  ratified 8 May 1998”
6 Attached: “2017 Exchange Tract memo” – “Cottonwood Tract… Dollar value…” times two
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the total of all payments are completed, revert to the Federal government

o At year-end 2016 the State had recovered 26.3 million tons7 and received $57.2

million in payments8 from the exchanged coal. The Federal government does not

receive any revenue or compensation from those payments.

o BLM also provides mine inspection and technical advice to SITLA.9

 

b. Minerals - annual mineral production on site

● Mineral materials

○ No new Free Use and OTC permits issued since Monument designation.

There were 8 Mineral Material Cases in the monument.  A number of

them were Free Use Permits granted to the county.

○ Valid existing permits, including those in Title 23 (3 Federal Highway

Rights of Way),  continue to be  in effect

According to UGS Circular 93, January 1997, “A Preliminary Assessment of

Energy and Mineral Resources within the Grand Staircase-Escalante

National Monument”, there were five small mining operations on

unpatented mining claims, four of which were active alabaster quarries

and one, a suspended operation for petrified wood. Annual production of

the alabaster was about 300 tons worth $500 per ton ($150.000/yr.). The

decision to close the claims due to missing the filing date was upheld by

IBLA in March of 2008. Since that time there has been no mining law

operations within the monument.

 

3. Information on activities occurring during the 5 years prior to designation

a. Energy - annual production of coal, oil, gas and renewables (if any) on site; amount of

energy transmission infrastructure on site (if any)

o From 1992 until 1996, 336,313 bbls of oil and no gas was produced in the

GSENM (Attachment:  Historical Oil and Gas Production GSE National Monument

Upper Valley Field).

 No coal was produced from the GSENM in the prior 5 years.

However, exploration activities and planning for mining continued

                                                            
7 Attached: “2017 Exchange Tract memo”
8 Attached: “A Bedingfield to J McKenzie 16 May 2017”
9 Attached: “MOU  SITLA-BLM-FS Land Exchange Pub Law No 105-335 Stat 3139  ratified 8 May 1998”
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the factors affecting such projections are subject to a wide range of variables (many of

which are outside of BLM’s purview, such as market prices). 

a. Energy - annual production of coal, oil, gas and renewables (if any) on site; amount of

energy transmission infrastructure on site (if any)

o Except for the Upper Valley Field, there have been no oil and gas discoveries

within the GSENM.  Forty-seven exploratory wells have been drilled; an average

of 57 square miles per well (Attachment:  M. Lee Allison, page iv).  An

Application to Drill was submitted for valid existing leases within the Circle Cliffs

Unit, but was never approved and the lessee allowed the leases to terminate.

Had the GSENM not hindered exploration, there possibly would have been more

discover and development  Since there have been no discoveries upon which to

base production numbers, estimates of the value of production vary widely.  In

January 1997, it was speculated that total value of Coal-bed gas and petroleum

within the GSENM ranged between 2.02 and 18.6 billion dollars (Attachment:  M.

Lee Allison, page ii).  The report from which these estimates were derived was

the basis for a land swap of the Utah State Institutional Trust Lands within the

GSENM and BLM administered lands within Drunkards Wash in Carbon County.

Drunkards Wash has more than 400 producing wells and which by 2013 had

generated $140 million dollars in royalties for the agency (Attachment Trust

Lands Administration Fiscal Year 2013 Annual Report).

o Coal Energy would have been produced and marketed as demonstrated by the

ongoing Alton coal mine producing from private fee lands. As market conditions

allowed, development of relatively remote and isolated areas of Utah would

have proceeded providing employment and housing. State and County revenues

would have increased significantly and Federal expenditures to exchange for the

GSENM world-class coal resources would have been saved. State energy exports

would have increased significantly. Recent advances in underground coal mining

techniques would have been applied opening up additional large areas of

Kaiparowits coal resources not considered minable in the 1990’s. 

o The underground mining methods would have had little or very limited impact

on tourism activities.  The limited surface mining would have been properly

reclaimed after the short-term use of the land. Clean world coal energy

production would have benefitted from additional underground production

within a setting of strict environmental regulation and enforcement.
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I would suspect that the alabaster operation would have continued, if the

designation was not in place at the time they miss-filed their mining claim

paperwork, they would have only had to re-locate the claims.

 

There would most likely be Mineral Material sites for sand and gravel and the

Free Use Permits granted to Kane County would most likely still be in-use.  This is

a relatively small amount of material, but it is for the convenience of the county

and the public to use.
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