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Cody Stewart <codystewart@utah.gov>

From: Cody Stewart <codystewart@utah.gov>
Sent: Tue Jul 11 2017 05:04:14 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Downey Magallanes <downey_magallanes@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Ride with Respect comments on Bears Ears NM

ATTO00001 2017-07-10 Ride with Respect comments on Bears
Attachments: Ears NM.pdf 2017-07-10 Ride with Respect comments -message

from Regulations website.JPG ATT00002
FYI
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Clif Koontz W>
Date: July 10, 2017 at 11:22:
To: Cody Stewart <codystewart@utah.gov>

Subject: Ride with Respect comments on Bears Ears NM
Reply-To: Clif Koontz

Cody- | hope you are enjoying your last month with Governor Herbert's office.

In addition to the comments submitted on May 25th, RwR developed comments (see
first attachment) to submit today by 10:00pm Mountain Daylight Time.

Before 10:00pm | went to Regulations.gov and uploaded RwR's comments, which
consisted of a 13-megabyte PDF file. After uploading, | got a notice that the files
need to be under 10.5 megabytes, so | reduced my file size to under 10 megabytes.
The smaller file didn't finish uploading until 10:04pm. When | clicked "submit
comment," | got a message that the comment period had closed (see second
attachment with time stamp).

Obviously | shouldn't have left it to the last few minutes. However | want the
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administration to know the existence and location of four motorized singletrack trails
within the current monument boundary. Could you help me get this information to the
Department of Interior? Many Thanks -Clif

Executive Director

Ride with Respect

435-259-8334 land
cell
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Ride with Respect
395 McGill Avenue
Moab, UT 84532
435-259-8334
501(c)(3)

July 10th, 2017
The Honorable Ryan Zinke
Secretary of the Interior
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington DC 20240

Dear Secretary Zinke:

We greatly appreciate your suggestion to scale back the boundaries of Bears Ears National Monument so
that it is tailored to the archaeological objects of outstanding significance, so it is consistent with the
intent of the Antiquities Act, and so it provides a practical scale for Native Americans to take on an even
more meaningful role in preserving the cultural resources of their ancestors.

Most of our members are motorcyclists who prioritize motorized singletrack such as those found in the
Abajo Mountains. Primarily they are in the Monticello District of the Manti-La Sal National Forest, but
a few of them extend one mile down into BLM-administered lands of the Monticello Field Office. While
the 1.3 million-acre Bears Ears NM boundary left alone some of these trails (e.g. Abajo Peak, Spring
Creek, Robertson Pasture, Red Ledges, and Aspen Flat), it currently covers four others (see map at
bottom). In the photo's below, the first page is of Indian Creek (021) plus one of Shay Mesa (449), the
second page is of Shay Mountain (098), and the third page is of Vega Creek (164).

As the photo's illustrate, these singletracks are beautiful lines across the landscape that motorcyclists
enjoy responsibly. They are generally located in a steep forest setting with low potential for
archaeological sites. Where impacts do arise, we would be happy to mitigate them through trail tread
hardening, realignments, etc. Ride with Respect has maintained these trails' condition, and we greatly
hope to maintain access. Doing so would be difficult under national-monument designation, as well-
funded wilderness-expansion groups would use the monument status as another lever to prohibit
motorized and even mechanized use of any kind.

San Juan County includes areas that are appropriate for national-monument designation, but the Abajo
Mountains is not one of them. Please keep this in mind as you carefully refine the boundaries of Bears
Ears, and feel free to contact us for details. Thanks for your leadership and evenhandedness on this
issue.

Sincerely,

Clif Koontz
Executive Director
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( Motorized singletrack (
—— within 1.3 million-acre -
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1 Indian Creek (021) -
2 Shay Mountain (098) -
3 Shay Mesa (449) _
\ 4 Vega Creek (164) -
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You are commenting on:

The Department of the Interior (DOI) Notice: Review of Certain National Monuments Established Since 1996; Notice of Opportunity for
Public Comment

For related information, Open Docket Folder &

Your Preview

There was an issue submitting your comment. The Document, (DOI-2017-0002-0001), is no longer open for
comment; it closed on 2017-07-10.

This is how your comment will appear on Regulations gov:

Comment:
Please see the letter, photographs, and map that | have attached on behalf of Ride with Respect.

4904 characters remaining
Uploaded File{s) (Optional)

» 2017-10-07 Ride with Respect comments on Bears Ears NM pdf

This information will appear on Regulations.gov: This information will not appear on Regulations.gov:

None of the information will be displayed on First Name: Email Address:
Kegulations.gov Clif cliftonkontz@yahoo.com
Last Name:
Koontz

ZIP/Postal Code:
84532
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