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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS –
12/01/17
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison
Natalie Davis, Special Assistant to the Secretary
 
STATUS OF THE SECRETARY

NEXT WEEK: In DC and Louisiana

·   12/1 New Orleans, Louisiana  Site visit with BSEE/BOEM Leadership

o   BOEM/BSEE All Hands Meeting

o   Baton Rouge, LA - Dinner with Senator Cassidy and other
stakeholders

·   12/2  Baton Rouge, LA  Briefing with local officials at Center for Coastal and
Deltaic Studies (Senator Cassidy and Kennedy in attendance)

o   Thibodaux, LA  Meeting with wetlands stakeholders at Jean Lafitte
National Historic Park and Preserve Wetlands Acadian Cultural Center

o   Airboat Tour with Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration
Authority of Davis Pond Freshwater Diversion

o   Dinner with local stakeholders

NEXT WEEK:

·   12/4  UT  Participate in Antiquities Act Monument Review event with POTUS

·   12/5  DC  Meeting with Dale Hall, Ducks Unlimited

o   Meeting with Members of Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies
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o   Meeting with World War I Centennial Commission

o   White House Congressional Ball

·   12/6  DC  Participate in Cabinet Meeting

o   Tele Town Hall with SES employees

o   Congressional Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony

o   Speaker Paul Ryan Holiday Reception

·   12/7-8  Internal meetings

STATUS OF THE DEPUTY SECRETARY

TODAY: The DepSec is in Phoenix, AZ
·         Speaking at Western Governors Association and meeting with several
Governors

WH COMMS REPORT (submitted Tuesday, 11/28)

·         N/A

AGENCY MEDIA

WEEK AHEAD November 22 thru November 30, 2017 (submitted 11/21)

Announcements/Releases/Events

U.S. Department of the Interior

Secretarial-level Announcements/Events/Interviews The Secretary will be on personal
leave in MT starting tomorrow (Wednesday) and returning Monday evening.

·         December 4: Proclamation signing in Utah regarding the Antiquities Act.
·         December TBD: BOEM will announce the 5 Year Program. This will be big
news and we will distribute materials ASAP.
·         December TBD: Arctic EA and proposed rule. This will be big news and we
will distribute materials ASAP. Alaskan delegation is supportive.

CONGRESSIONAL UPDATE

UPCOMING HNRC HEARING: The House Natural Resources Water, Power, and
Oceans Subcommittee will have a legislative hearing on H.R. 4419 (Rep. Newhouse),
the Bureau of Reclamation and Bureau of Indian Affairs Water Project Streamlining
Act. Alan Mikkelsen, the Deputy Commissioner of Reclamation, will be the witness.

Timing: Thursday, November 30, 2017

Contact: Amanda Kaster, Advisor, Congressional Affairs irs
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UPCOMING SCIA HEARING: The Senate Committee on Indian Affairs will host a
legislative hearing on two Indian water rights settlement bills: S. 664 (Senator Hatch),
the Navajo Utah Water Rights Settlement Act of 2017 and S. 1770 (Senator Flake),
the Hualapai Tribe Water Rights Settlement Act of 2017. Alan Mikkelsen, the Chair of
the Indian Water Rights Office Working Group, will be the witness on behalf of the
Department.

Timing: Thursday, December 6, 2017

Contact: Amanda Kaster, Advisor, Congressional Affairs

UPCOMING HNRC HEARING: The House Natural Resources Energy and Mineral
Resources Subcommittee will have a legislative hearing on 4 bills. H.R. 1675 (Rep.
DelBene), to establish a national program to identify and reduce landslide hazards,
H.R. 4033 (Rep. Lamborn) to reauthorize the National Geologic Mapping Act of 1992,
a Discussion Draft amending the Geothermal Stream Act of 1970, and a Discussion
Draft establishing a National Volcano Early Warning and Monitoring System.  Dave
Applegate, Acting Deputy Director of USGS, will be witness.

Timing: Thursday, November 30, 2017

Contact: Blake Deeley, Advisor, Congressional Affairs

UPCOMING HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING: The House
Interior Appropriations subcommittee will be holding a hearing regarding the
Administration’s Hurricane Supplemental request. David Bernhardt, Deputy Secretary
will be testifying on behalf of the Department.

Timing: Thursday, November 30, 2017

Contact: Micah Chambers, Deputy Director, Congressional Affairs

POLITICAL APPOINTEE UPDATE

DOI politicals on board = 65
3 PAS confirmed as of 9/18, 1 awaiting processing.

·         Confirmed 11/16: Brenda Berman, Commissioner, Bureau of
Reclamation.

6 nominated awaiting confirmation:
·         Pending Senate floor vote: Susan Combs, Assistant Secretary Policy
Management and Budget.
·         Pending Senate floor vote: Joe Balash, Assistant Secretary, Land and
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Minerals
·         Pending Senate floor vote: Ryan Douglas Nelson, Solicitor
·         Pending Hearing: Tara Sweeney, Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs
·         Pending Hearing: Steve Gardner, Director, Office of Surface Mining and
Reclamation
·         Pending Hearing: Tim Petty, Assistant Secretary for Water and Science

Overall:
·         Schedule C: 36  of 68 onboard; 2 starting; 6  in process
·         NC-SES: 26 of 44 onboard; 3 starting; 1  in process
·         PAS:  4 Confirmed; 6 Announced; 14 of 17 Submitted to PPO

SECRETARY SPEAKING INVITATIONS

Accepted:
12/16  - National Wreaths Across America Day (Arlington National Cemetery)
2/9  Western Hunting & Conservation Expo (Salt Lake City, Utah)
3/6-7  CERA Week (Houston, Texas)

Open (date TBC)- Americans for Tax Reform (DC)
Open (date TBC)- Detroit Economic Club
Event Postponed by organizers due to fire - 10/21  DEPA BOD Meeting (CA)

Outstanding Invitations in Process:
12/2 - Annual Mtg of the Boone and Crockett Club (Savannah, GA)
1/4  Dallas Safari Club Annual Meeting (Dallas, TX)
1/26-28  Houston Safari Club Annual Meeting (Houston, TX)
1/29  Society of Range Management Annual Meeting (Reno, Nevada)
1/31-2/3 Safari Club International Annual Meeting (Las Vegas, NV)
2/8- Texas Public Policy Foundation Policy Orientation (Austin, TX)
2/12  The Corps Network National Conference (Washington, DC)

Declining
12/1-2  Western Governors Association Annual Meeting (Phoenix, AZ)
12/5-7 America Outdoors Association's 29th Annual Marketing and Management
Conference for Outfitters and Adventure Resorts (Reno, NV)

12/5  NY Stock Exchange Ringing of the Bell & remarks at Wells Fargo Financial
Symposium Event (NYC)

12/6 American Exploration and Mining Association Annual Meeting (Reno, NV)
12/8 - Valley Industry and Commerce Association Annual Meeting (Los Angeles, CA)
12/11  Veterans Day Commemoration (Prussia, PA)
12/14  Leadership Missoula (Missoula, Montana)
12/8  DOI Toastmasters event (Washington, DC)
12/9  Western Caucus Foundation Winter Policy Meeting (Las Vegas, NV)
1/11/18  EEI CEO and Board Conference (Phoenix, AZ)
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2/9-10 Associated General Contractors Western Chapter Annual Meeting (La Jolla,
CA)

2/23/18  West Slope Colorado Oil and Gas Association Annual Meeting (Grand
Junction, CO)

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Interagency Hurricane response and recovery efforts:

OEPC, USFWS, and NPS continue to coordinate efforts with the U.S. Coast Guard
(USCG) to assess the removal and salvage of displaced vessels throughout the U.S.
Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico. USFWS is also supporting the USCG under a
Pollution Removal Funding Authorization by providing best management practices
and technical assistance with their operations.

Under a FEMA Mission Assignment and through coordination with OEPC and the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, a six-person NPS team (comprised of
archaeologists and historic structure specialists) is assisting the State Historic
Preservation Office of Puerto Rico with damage assessments and providing technical
assistance on National Register Properties eligible for the National Register. This
mission is expected to continue until December 23.

In the U.S. Virgin Islands, OEPC is coordinating with FEMA, NPS, and members of the
Heritage Emergency National Task Force (HENTF) to reach out to cultural
institutions, archives, museums, and libraries to understand impacts and identify
strategies to aid in stabilizing cultural resources and historic structures.

Four OEPC Field Coordinators (2 in Texas, 2 in Florida) have completed Mission
Scoping Assessments for both states and draft recovery strategies are under
development in Texas. NPS has provided two personnel to support OEPC efforts in
Texas. Two additional Field Coordinators (1 OEPC, 1 USFWS) are deployed to the
Joint Field Office (JFO) in Puerto Rico and work on the Mission Scoping Assessment
is underway. Field Coordinators (1 OEPC, 1 NPS) are identifying impacts in the U.S.
Virgin Islands and will deploy to the JFO next week.

DOI also has 27 employees supporting the Small Business Administration (SBA). The
group is comprised of volunteers working in the U.S. Virgin Islands, Texas, California,
Virginia, and Washington, D.C. The Office of Emergency Management is working with
the SBA to deploy an additional 10 to 12 DOI personnel over the next two weeks. DOI
support to the FEMA Surge Capacity Force has concluded and no additional
deployments are anticipated.

Magnitude 4.1 Earthquake, Bombay Hook NWR, Delaware

On November 30 at 4:47 p.m. EST, a magnitude 4.1 earthquake occurred 6.4 miles
east-northeast of Dover, Delaware, at a depth of five miles. The Delaware Emergency
Management Agency noted that the epicenter was within the Bombay Hook NWR.
According to USGS shake maps, several DOI assets experienced light to moderate
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shaking; however, no damage to DOI infrastructure has been reported. This is the
largest earthquake in Delaware history and is the largest earthquake within a 90 mile
radius since 1994 when a magnitude 4.6 earthquake occurred in Reading,
Pennsylvania.

OUTSIDE MEDIA OF INTEREST (new)

Oregon’s 18 Timber Counties To Get $1.4M In Federal Payments.

The AP (11/30) reports that “financially strapped counties in western Oregon that rely
on logging revenue will receive nearly $1.4 million that had been withheld by the
federal government due to budget caps, authorities said Thursday.” The Association
of O&C Counties announced “Thursdaythe counties will see the funds soon.” Interior
Secretary Ryan Zinke said Thursday the Bureau of Land Management “will issue
payments totaling $19.5 million to the 18 counties, including the $1.4 million.” Zinke
said in a statement, “My next priority is ensuring that these lands continue to provide
sustainable timber harvests that support the community and strengthen the health of
the forest.”

U.S. Interior Dept. Says Federal Energy, Mineral Revenues Rose By $1 Billion.

Reuters (11/30, Volcovici) reports that “energy and mineral production on federal and
tribal land generated $7.1 billion in disbursements in fiscal year 2017, $1 billion more
than the previous year, the U.S. Interior Department said on Thursday.” Interior
“attributed the increase in disbursements to a larger number of lease sales totaling
higher acreage, efforts to streamline permitting and reduce regulatory burdens, and
higher oil and gas prices experienced during the year.” Interior’s Office of Natural
Resources Revenue “disbursed $1.44 billion to five western states, $676 million to
tribal governments and individual mineral rights owners and $950 million to the Land
and Water Conservation Fund, which supports state and local parks.” Interior
Secretary Ryan Zinke said, “As the administration continues to cut red tape and end
the overregulation of responsible energy development, we will be able to direct more
funds to local communities and create more good-paying American jobs.”

Trump Expected To Shrink 2 Utah Monuments By Two-Thirds.

The AP (11/30, Daly) reports that President Trump will “announce plans next week to
shrink two sprawling Utah national monuments by nearly two-thirds, an action that
environmentalists and tribal leaders called illegal and another affront to Native
Americans.” The article says that “leaked documents obtained by The Associated
Press show that Trump plans to shrink Bears Ears National Monument by nearly 85
percent and reduce Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument by almost half.”
Trump has told Sen. Orrin Hatch and “other Utah officials that he will follow the
recommendation of Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke to shrink both monuments, but the
White House and Zinke’s office have not offered details about how they’d redraw the
monument boundaries.”

Why A Newly Signed Water Agreement Is Good News For The Pechanga Band
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Of Luiseno Indians.

The Riverside (CA) Press Enterprise (11/30, Horseman) reports that “the Pechanga
Band of Luiseño Indians and the federal government have finalized an agreement that
protects the tribe’s access to regional groundwater, gives the tribe more than $30
million for water infrastructure and settles a longstanding water rights dispute.” Interior
Secretary Ryan Zinke, “along with Pechanga Tribal Chairman Mark Macarro and
Rancho California Water District President Stephen Corona, signed the Pechanga
Water Settlement Agreement on Wednesday, Nov. 29, at a Washington, D.C.
ceremony.” In a news release, Zinke said: “The federal government has a critical
responsibility to uphold our trust responsibilities, especially tribal water rights.”

Arctic Drilling Hits Speed Bumps In U.S. Tax Bill.

Reuters (11/30, Gardner) reports in continuing coverage that the GOP’s bid to open
Alaska’s Arctic National Wildlife Refugeto drilling hit an obstacle after a nonpartisan
Senate official ruled that the exploration was subject to environmental assessments
by the Interior Department. The official said the energy committee measure did not
adequately consider requirements under a national environmental law. However,
Republicans offered new language to the measure and said drilling would advance if
the tax bill passes.

The Tree That Rocked The Music Industry.

NPR (11/30, Benincasa) reports that “new regulations on the international movements
of rosewood have hit hard in parts of the music industry, which has long relied on
rosewood as a ‘tonewood’ used in many kinds of instruments, including guitars, cellos
and clarinets.” According to the article, “the reason for the crackdown” is “Chinese
consumers’ growing demand for rosewood or ‘hongmu’ furniture.” However, U.S.
manufacturers “say the regulations are misguided,” and some officials agree. Craig
Hoover, who manages the CITES treaty for the United States at the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, said, “I think the question of whether we’re regulating more than we
need to is really the one that’s on the table for us right now. And we need to examine
whether or not there are things that we can let go, in terms of CITES controls, and still
achieve the conservation results we want to achieve. So, I don’t think we have come
to the conclusion that we got it exactly right.”

President And First Lady Light National Christmas Tree.

ABC World News Tonight  (11/30, story 14, 0:10, Muir) reported that President Trump
and the First Lady lit the National Christmas Tree in Washington on Thursday. NBC
Nightly News  (11/30, story 13, 0:15, Holt) reported that this year’s event was co-
hosted by Kathie Lee Gifford and “featured several performers including the Beach
Boys.”

DOI PRESS RELEASE

Under Budget & Ahead of Schedule: Secretary Zinke Announces Full Funding
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to Repair Arlington Memorial Bridge
Project saves taxpayers $35 million - Shaves 18 months off construction time

WASHINGTON  Today, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke announced a $227
million project to repair Arlington Memorial Bridge, a historic and critical transportation
link to the nation’s capital. As awarded, the project will save American taxpayers $35
million and 1.5 years of estimated construction time.

“Repairing Arlington Memorial Bridge underscores President Trump’s commitment to
rebuilding American infrastructure and is a major step in addressing the National Park
Service’s $11.3 billion maintenance backlog,” Secretary Zinke said. “The bridge is
one of the largest transportation infrastructure projects in National Park Service
history.”

Over the past six years, the National Park Service (NPS) and Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) have made emergency temporary repairs while planning the
larger rehabilitation. Without a complete rehabilitation, the continued and accelerated
deterioration of the bridge’s concrete deck would have required it be closed by 2021.

The NPS, with the District of Columbia as co-signer, received a $90 million
FASTLANE grant from the U.S. Department of Transportation, and Senator Mark
Warner (D-VA) secured an amendment to the fiscal year 2017 Appropriations Act
(P.L. 115-31), which directed $30 million to the project. In order to complete the
project in a single phase, the NPS will invest $107 million of its annual transportation
and construction funds. A “design-build” contract  meaning the contractor will both
design the work and conduct the repairs  will save money and accelerate the
project’s completion time.

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) awarded and will manage the $192
million contract with Kiewit Infrastructure Co. of Hanover, Maryland. $35 million of the
total project cost is for engineering, construction management, wetlands mitigation,
and contingency, through the FHWA.

“We are happy to play a role in rehabilitating this iconic American bridge,” said
Acting Federal Highway Administrator Brandye L. Hendrickson. “Using state-of-
the-art tools, techniques and engineering practices, we can improve the bridge’s
safety and ensure it remains an active part of the nation’s capital.”

The project has benefitted from strong support from local leaders and congressional
representatives, including District of Columbia Mayor Muriel Bowser and Delegate
Eleanor Holmes Norton (DC), Senators Mark Warner and Tim Kaine (VA), and
Members of Congress Barbara Comstock and Don Beyer (VA).

Major construction will start in fall 2018. It will replace the drawbridge span,
rehabilitate the concrete approach spans, and replace the concrete deck. Workers will
employ accelerated bridge construction techniques, including using prefabricated
concrete deck panels. They will reset the stone curbs and light posts and restore the
historic stone and metal cladding. The structure of the existing bascule span will be
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replaced with variable depth steel girders, which will significantly extend the useful life
of the bridge while significantly reducing maintenance costs. The NPS will begin
minor repairs to the bridge by the beginning of 2018.

Regarded as Washington’s most beautiful bridge, Memorial Bridge symbolically links
North and South in its alignment between the Lincoln Memorial and Arlington House,
the Robert E. Lee Memorial. The adjacent Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway
terminus, the Watergate steps, and monumental equestrian statuary join with the
bridge to create a formal western terminus of the National Mall at the edge of the
Potomac River.

Designed by the prominent architectural firm of McKim, Mead and White, the low,
Neoclassical bridge is 2,163 feet long and 60 feet wide. Except for the bascule
(drawbridge) span in the bridge’s center which is clad in metal, it is constructed from
reinforced concrete faced with dressed North Carolina granite ashlar. When it opened
in 1932, the bridge was the longest, heaviest and fastest opening drawbridge in the
world; the drawbridge last opened in 1961. Today, it carries 68,000 cars per day.

FEDERAL REGISTER LISTINGS:

N/A

Lori K. Mashburn
White House Liaison
Department of the Interior
202.208.1694
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 12/01/17

Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison

Natalie Davis, Special Assistant to the Secretary

STATUS OF THE SECRETARY

NEXT WEEK: In DC and Louisiana

 12/1 –New Orleans, Louisiana – Site visit with BSEE/BOEM Leadership

o BOEM/BSEE All Hands Meeting

o Baton Rouge, LA - Dinner with Senator Cassidy and other stakeholders

 12/2 – Baton Rouge, LA – Briefing with local officials at Center for Coastal and Deltaic Studies

(Senator Cassidy and Kennedy in attendance)

o Thibodaux, LA – Meeting with wetlands stakeholders at Jean Lafitte National Historic

Park and Preserve Wetlands Acadian Cultural Center

o Airboat Tour with Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority of Davis Pond

Freshwater Diversion

o Dinner with local stakeholders

NEXT WEEK:

 12/4 – UT – Participate in Antiquities Act Monument Review event with POTUS

 12/5 – DC – Meeting with Dale Hall, Ducks Unlimited

o Meeting with Members of Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies

o Meeting with World War I Centennial Commission

o White House Congressional Ball

 12/6 – DC – Participate in Cabinet Meeting

o Tele Town Hall with SES employees

o Congressional Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony

o Speaker Paul Ryan Holiday Reception

 12/7-8 – Internal meetings

STATUS OF THE DEPUTY SECRETARY

TODAY: The DepSec is in Phoenix, AZ

 Speaking at Western Governors Association and meeting with several Governors

WH COMMS REPORT (submitted Tuesday, 11/28)

 N/A

AGENCY MEDIA

WEEK AHEAD November 22 thru November 30, 2017 (submitted 11/21)

Announcements/Releases/Events

U.S. Department of the Interior

Secretarial-level Announcements/Events/Interviews The Secretary will be on personal leave in MT

starting tomorrow (Wednesday) and returning Monday evening.

 December 4: Proclamation signing in Utah regarding the Antiquities Act.

 December TBD: BOEM will announce the 5 Year Program. This will be big news and we will

distribute materials ASAP.
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 December TBD: Arctic EA and proposed rule. This will be big news and we will distribute materials

ASAP. Alaskan delegation is supportive.

CONGRESSIONAL UPDATE 

UPCOMING HNRC HEARING: The House Natural Resources Water, Power, and Oceans Subcommittee

will have a legislative hearing on H.R. 4419 (Rep. Newhouse), the Bureau of Reclamation and Bureau of

Indian Affairs Water Project Streamlining Act. Alan Mikkelsen, the Deputy Commissioner of Reclamation,

will be the witness.

Timing: Thursday, November 30, 2017

Contact: Amanda Kaster, Advisor, Congressional Affairs irs

UPCOMING SCIA HEARING: The Senate Committee on Indian Affairs will host a legislative hearing on

two Indian water rights settlement bills: S. 664 (Senator Hatch), the Navajo Utah Water Rights

Settlement Act of 2017 and S. 1770 (Senator Flake), the Hualapai Tribe Water Rights Settlement Act of

2017. Alan Mikkelsen, the Chair of the Indian Water Rights Office Working Group, will be the witness on

behalf of the Department.

Timing: Thursday, December 6, 2017

Contact: Amanda Kaster, Advisor, Congressional Affairs

 

UPCOMING HNRC HEARING: The House Natural Resources Energy and Mineral Resources

Subcommittee will have a legislative hearing on 4 bills. H.R. 1675 (Rep. DelBene), to establish a national

program to identify and reduce landslide hazards, H.R. 4033 (Rep. Lamborn) to reauthorize the National

Geologic Mapping Act of 1992, a Discussion Draft amending the Geothermal Stream Act of 1970, and a

Discussion Draft establishing a National Volcano Early Warning and Monitoring System.  Dave Applegate,

Acting Deputy Director of USGS, will be witness. 

Timing: Thursday, November 30, 2017

Contact: Blake Deeley, Advisor, Congressional Affairs

 

UPCOMING HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING: The House Interior Appropriations

subcommittee will be holding a hearing regarding the Administration’s Hurricane Supplemental request.

David Bernhardt, Deputy Secretary will be testifying on behalf of the Department.

Timing: Thursday, November 30, 2017

Contact: Micah Chambers, Deputy Director, Congressional Affairs

 

POLITICAL APPOINTEE UPDATE

DOI politicals on board  65

3 PAS confirmed as of 9/18, 1 awaiting processing.

 Confirmed 11/16: Brenda Berman, Commissioner, Bureau of Reclamation.

6 nominated awaiting confirmation:

 Pending Senate floor vote: Susan Combs, Assistant Secretary Policy Management and Budget.

 Pending Senate floor vote: Joe Balash, Assistant Secretary, Land and Minerals

 Pending Senate floor vote: Ryan Douglas Nelson, Solicitor

 Pending Hearing: Tara Sweeney, Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs

 Pending Hearing: Steve Gardner, Director, Office of Surface Mining and Reclamation

 Pending Hearing: Tim Petty, Assistant Secretary for Water and Science

Overall:

 Schedule C: 36 of 68 onboard; 2 starting; 6 in process

 NC-SES: 26 of 44 onboard; 3 starting; 1 in process
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 PAS: 4 Confirmed; 6 Announced; 14 of 17 Submitted to PPO

SECRETARY SPEAKING INVITATIONS

Accepted:

12/16  - National Wreaths Across America Day (Arlington National Cemetery)

2/9 – Western Hunting & Conservation Expo (Salt Lake City, Utah)

3/6-7 – CERA Week (Houston, Texas)

Open (date TBC)- Americans for Tax Reform (DC)

Open (date TBC)- Detroit Economic Club

Event Postponed by organizers due to fire  10/21  DEPA BOD Meeting (CA)

 

Outstanding Invitations in Process:

12/2 - Annual Mtg of the Boone and Crockett Club (Savannah, GA)

1/4 – Dallas Safari Club Annual Meeting (Dallas, TX)

1/26-28 – Houston Safari Club Annual Meeting (Houston, TX)

1/29 – Society of Range Management Annual Meeting (Reno, Nevada)

1/31-2/3 Safari Club International Annual Meeting (Las Vegas, NV)

2/8- Texas Public Policy Foundation Policy Orientation (Austin, TX)

2/12 – The Corps Network National Conference (Washington, DC)

 

Declining

12/1-2 – Western Governors Association Annual Meeting (Phoenix, AZ)

12/5-7 America Outdoors Association's 29th Annual Marketing and Management Conference for

Outfitters and Adventure Resorts (Reno, NV)

12/5 – NY Stock Exchange Ringing of the Bell & remarks at Wells Fargo Financial Symposium Event (NYC)

12/6 American Exploration and Mining Association Annual Meeting (Reno, NV)

12/8 - Valley Industry and Commerce Association Annual Meeting (Los Angeles, CA)

12/11 – Veterans Day Commemoration (Prussia, PA)

12/14 – Leadership Missoula (Missoula, Montana)

12/8 – DOI Toastmasters event (Washington, DC)

12/9 – Western Caucus Foundation Winter Policy Meeting (Las Vegas, NV)

1/11/18 – EEI CEO and Board Conference (Phoenix, AZ)

2/9-10 Associated General Contractors Western Chapter Annual Meeting (La Jolla, CA)

2/23/18 – West Slope Colorado Oil and Gas Association Annual Meeting (Grand Junction, CO)

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Interagency Hurricane response and recovery efforts:

OEPC, USFWS, and NPS continue to coordinate efforts with the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) to assess the

removal and salvage of displaced vessels throughout the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico. USFWS is

also supporting the USCG under a Pollution Removal Funding Authorization by providing best

management practices and technical assistance with their operations.

Under a FEMA Mission Assignment and through coordination with OEPC and the Advisory Council on

Historic Preservation, a six-person NPS team (comprised of archaeologists and historic structure

specialists) is assisting the State Historic Preservation Office of Puerto Rico with damage assessments

and providing technical assistance on National Register Properties eligible for the National Register. This

mission is expected to continue until December 23.
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In the U.S. Virgin Islands, OEPC is coordinating with FEMA, NPS, and members of the Heritage

Emergency National Task Force (HENTF) to reach out to cultural institutions, archives, museums, and

libraries to understand impacts and identify strategies to aid in stabilizing cultural resources and historic

structures.

Four OEPC Field Coordinators (2 in Texas, 2 in Florida) have completed Mission Scoping Assessments for

both states and draft recovery strategies are under development in Texas. NPS has provided two

personnel to support OEPC efforts in Texas. Two additional Field Coordinators (1 OEPC, 1 USFWS) are

deployed to the Joint Field Office (JFO) in Puerto Rico and work on the Mission Scoping Assessment is

underway. Field Coordinators (1 OEPC, 1 NPS) are identifying impacts in the U.S. Virgin Islands and will

deploy to the JFO next week.

DOI also has 27 employees supporting the Small Business Administration (SBA). The group is comprised

of volunteers working in the U.S. Virgin Islands, Texas, California, Virginia, and Washington, D.C. The

Office of Emergency Management is working with the SBA to deploy an additional 10 to 12 DOI

personnel over the next two weeks. DOI support to the FEMA Surge Capacity Force has concluded and

no additional deployments are anticipated.

Magnitude 4.1 Earthquake, Bombay Hook NWR, Delaware

On November 30 at 4:47 p.m. EST, a magnitude 4.1 earthquake occurred 6.4 miles east-northeast of

Dover, Delaware, at a depth of five miles. The Delaware Emergency Management Agency noted that the

epicenter was within the Bombay Hook NWR. According to USGS shake maps, several DOI assets

experienced light to moderate shaking; however, no damage to DOI infrastructure has been reported.

This is the largest earthquake in Delaware history and is the largest earthquake within a 90 mile radius

since 1994 when a magnitude 4.6 earthquake occurred in Reading, Pennsylvania.

OUTSIDE MEDIA OF INTEREST (new)

Oregon’s 18 Timber Counties To Get $1.4M In Federal Payments.

The AP (11/30) reports that “financially strapped counties in western Oregon that rely on logging

revenue will receive nearly $1.4 million that had been withheld by the federal government due to

budget caps, authorities said Thursday.” The Association of O&C Counties announced “Thursdaythe

counties will see the funds soon.” Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke said Thursday the Bureau of Land

Management “will issue payments totaling $19.5 million to the 18 counties, including the $1.4 million.”

Zinke said in a statement, “My next priority is ensuring that these lands continue to provide sustainable

timber harvests that support the community and strengthen the health of the forest.”

U.S. Interior Dept. Says Federal Energy, Mineral Revenues Rose By $1 Billion.

Reuters (11/30, Volcovici) reports that “energy and mineral production on federal and tribal land

generated $7.1 billion in disbursements in fiscal year 2017, $1 billion more than the previous year, the

U.S. Interior Department said on Thursday.” Interior “attributed the increase in disbursements to a

larger number of lease sales totaling higher acreage, efforts to streamline permitting and reduce

regulatory burdens, and higher oil and gas prices experienced during the year.” Interior’s Office of

Natural Resources Revenue “disbursed $1.44 billion to five western states, $676 million to tribal

governments and individual mineral rights owners and $950 million to the Land and Water Conservation

Fund, which supports state and local parks.” Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke said, “As the administration

continues to cut red tape and end the overregulation of responsible energy development, we will be

able to direct more funds to local communities and create more good-paying American jobs.”
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Trump Expected To Shrink 2 Utah Monuments By Two-Thirds.

The AP (11/30, Daly) reports that President Trump will “announce plans next week to shrink two

sprawling Utah national monuments by nearly two-thirds, an action that environmentalists and tribal

leaders called illegal and another affront to Native Americans.” The article says that “leaked documents

obtained by The Associated Press show that Trump plans to shrink Bears Ears National Monument by

nearly 85 percent and reduce Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument by almost half.” Trump has

told Sen. Orrin Hatch and “other Utah officials that he will follow the recommendation of Interior

Secretary Ryan Zinke to shrink both monuments, but the White House and Zinke’s office have not

offered details about how they’d redraw the monument boundaries.”

Why A Newly Signed Water Agreement Is Good News For The Pechanga Band Of Luiseno Indians.

The Riverside (CA) Press Enterprise (11/30, Horseman) reports that “the Pechanga Band of Luiseño

Indians and the federal government have finalized an agreement that protects the tribe’s access to

regional groundwater, gives the tribe more than $30 million for water infrastructure and settles a

longstanding water rights dispute.” Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke, “along with Pechanga Tribal Chairman

Mark Macarro and Rancho California Water District President Stephen Corona, signed the Pechanga

Water Settlement Agreement on Wednesday, Nov. 29, at a Washington, D.C. ceremony.” In a news

release, Zinke said: “The federal government has a critical responsibility to uphold our trust

responsibilities, especially tribal water rights.”

Arctic Drilling Hits Speed Bumps In U.S. Tax Bill.

Reuters (11/30, Gardner) reports in continuing coverage that the GOP’s bid to open Alaska’s Arctic

National Wildlife Refugeto drilling hit an obstacle after a nonpartisan Senate official ruled that the

exploration was subject to environmental assessments by the Interior Department. The official said the

energy committee measure did not adequately consider requirements under a national environmental

law. However, Republicans offered new language to the measure and said drilling would advance if the

tax bill passes.

The Tree That Rocked The Music Industry.

NPR (11/30, Benincasa) reports that “new regulations on the international movements of rosewood

have hit hard in parts of the music industry, which has long relied on rosewood as a ‘tonewood’ used in

many kinds of instruments, including guitars, cellos and clarinets.” According to the article, “the reason

for the crackdown” is “Chinese consumers’ growing demand for rosewood or ‘hongmu’ furniture.”

However, U.S. manufacturers “say the regulations are misguided,” and some officials agree. Craig

Hoover, who manages the CITES treaty for the United States at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, said, “I

think the question of whether we’re regulating more than we need to is really the one that’s on the

table for us right now. And we need to examine whether or not there are things that we can let go, in

terms of CITES controls, and still achieve the conservation results we want to achieve. So, I don’t think

we have come to the conclusion that we got it exactly right.”

President And First Lady Light National Christmas Tree.

ABC World News Tonight  (11/30, story 14, 0:10, Muir) reported that President Trump and the First

Lady lit the National Christmas Tree in Washington on Thursday. NBC Nightly News  (11/30, story

13, 0:15, Holt) reported that this year’s event was co-hosted by Kathie Lee Gifford and “featured several

performers including the Beach Boys.”
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Under Budget & Ahead of Schedule: Secretary Zinke Announces Full Funding to Repair Arlington

Memorial Bridge

Project saves taxpayers $35 million - Shaves 18 months off construction time

WASHINGTON – Today, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke announced a $227 million project to

repair Arlington Memorial Bridge, a historic and critical transportation link to the nation’s capital. As

awarded, the project will save American taxpayers $35 million and 1.5 years of estimated construction

time.

“Repairing Arlington Memorial Bridge underscores President Trump’s commitment to rebuilding

American infrastructure and is a major step in addressing the National Park Service’s $11.3 billion

maintenance backlog,” Secretary Zinke said. “The bridge is one of the largest transportation

infrastructure projects in National Park Service history.”

Over the past six years, the National Park Service (NPS) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

have made emergency temporary repairs while planning the larger rehabilitation. Without a complete

rehabilitation, the continued and accelerated deterioration of the bridge’s concrete deck would have

required it be closed by 2021.

The NPS, with the District of Columbia as co-signer, received a $90 million FASTLANE grant from the U.S.

Department of Transportation, and Senator Mark Warner (D-VA) secured an amendment to the fiscal

year 2017 Appropriations Act (P.L. 115-31), which directed $30 million to the project. In order to

complete the project in a single phase, the NPS will invest $107 million of its annual transportation and

construction funds. A “design-build” contract – meaning the contractor will both design the work and

conduct the repairs – will save money and accelerate the project’s completion time.

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) awarded and will manage the $192 million contract with

Kiewit Infrastructure Co. of Hanover, Maryland. $35 million of the total project cost is for engineering,

construction management, wetlands mitigation, and contingency, through the FHWA.

“We are happy to play a role in rehabilitating this iconic American bridge,” said Acting Federal Highway

Administrator Brandye L. Hendrickson. “Using state-of-the-art tools, techniques and engineering

practices, we can improve the bridge’s safety and ensure it remains an active part of the nation’s

capital.”

The project has benefitted from strong support from local leaders and congressional representatives,

including District of Columbia Mayor Muriel Bowser and Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton (DC), Senators

Mark Warner and Tim Kaine (VA), and Members of Congress Barbara Comstock and Don Beyer (VA).

Major construction will start in fall 2018. It will replace the drawbridge span, rehabilitate the concrete

approach spans, and replace the concrete deck. Workers will employ accelerated bridge construction

techniques, including using prefabricated concrete deck panels. They will reset the stone curbs and light

posts and restore the historic stone and metal cladding. The structure of the existing bascule span will

be replaced with variable depth steel girders, which will significantly extend the useful life of the bridge

while significantly reducing maintenance costs. The NPS will begin minor repairs to the bridge by the

beginning of 2018.
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Regarded as Washington’s most beautiful bridge, Memorial Bridge symbolically links North and South in

its alignment between the Lincoln Memorial and Arlington House, the Robert E. Lee Memorial. The

adjacent Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway terminus, the Watergate steps, and monumental equestrian

statuary join with the bridge to create a formal western terminus of the National Mall at the edge of the

Potomac River.

Designed by the prominent architectural firm of McKim, Mead and White, the low, Neoclassical bridge is

2,163 feet long and 60 feet wide. Except for the bascule (drawbridge) span in the bridge’s center which

is clad in metal, it is constructed from reinforced concrete faced with dressed North Carolina granite

ashlar. When it opened in 1932, the bridge was the longest, heaviest and fastest opening drawbridge in

the world; the drawbridge last opened in 1961. Today, it carries 68,000 cars per day.

FEDERAL REGISTER LISTINGS:

N/A
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