
From: Gavin Noyes
To: james cason@ios.doi.gov
Cc: miles.janssen@bia.gov; kathleen benedetto@ios.doi.gov
Subject: Bears Ears- Tribal & Local Government Resolutions of Support
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 11:20:06 AM
Attachments: Tribal Resolutions to Sec. Zinke Aug 2017.pdf

NN Chapter Resolutions to Sec Zinke August 2017.pdf

Dear Mr. Cason,
As the monuments review period closes today, I want to make sure that Department of Interior has received all of
the resolutions and letters of support for Bears Ears that have come from Tribes and local governments in San Juan
County, Utah. Some of these have arrived since the public comment period ended on July 10th, and we would like
to make sure they are still added to the official record.

Thank you and please let me know if you have any questions. Sincerely,

Gavin Noyes
Executive Director
Utah Diné Bikéyah
801-521-7398
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RESOLUTION OF THE CONFEDERATED TRIBES  

OF THE GOSHUTE RESERVATION 
 

BEARS EARS RESOLUTION 
 

      17-G-___ 
 
WHEREAS, the Confederated Tribes of the Goshute Reservation (CTGR) is an Indian tribe 

organized pursuant to the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 as amended, 
operating in accordance with terms and conditions of the Tribal Constitution and By-
Laws, approved November 25, 1940 as amended; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to CTGR’s inherent sovereignty as an Indian Tribe, and pursuant to the 

CTGR’s Constitution, Article IV, Section 1, the governing body of CTGR is the Business 
Council; and 

 
WHEREAS, the CTGR Business Council has the authority, pursuant to its Constitution and  

inherent sovereignty as an Indian tribe, to make decisions that serve the best interests of 
the health, safety, and general welfare of its tribal members, including but not limited to, 
protecting historic, cultural, spiritual, and sacred places within Indian Country; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the “Supreme Law of the Land”, as contained in the Treaty Clause of 

the U.S. Constitution, Article 1 Section 8, and the trust responsibility, the U.S. 
Government has legal and moral obligations to protect Indian Tribal resources. States do 
not have similar mandatory requirements; and 

 
WHEREAS, Bears Ears National Monument is a historic, cultural, spiritual, and sacred region 

located in southeastern Utah, consisting of 1,351,849 acres (289,000 acres of Forest 
Service lands and 1.06 million acres of Bureau of Land Management lands). The Bears 
Ears National Monument is the 12th national monument managed by the Forest Service; 
it is the fifth to be managed jointly by the Forest Service and BLM. Monuments generally 
preserve current uses of the land, including tribal access for traditional plant and firewood 
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gathering and for ceremonial purposes, off-highway recreation on existing routes, 
grazing, hunting and fishing and water and utility infrastructure; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Bears Ears region is a place of extreme historical, cultural, and archeological 

significance. “It is a place to connect, a place to heal, and a place where Native American 
Traditional Knowledge can be explored and nurtured so that it continues to inform and 
illuminate contemporary life; and 

 
WHEREAS, since time immemorial, indigenous people have lived in the Bears Ears region in 

its deep sandstone canyons, desert mesas, and meadow mountaintops. This region is 
known as: 

 . . . one of the densest and most significant cultural landscapes in the United 
States. [It contains] [a]bundant rock art, ancient cliff dwellings, ceremonial sites, 
and countless other artifacts provide an extraordinary archaeological and cultural 
record that is important to us all, but most notably the land is profoundly sacred to 
many Native American tribes, including the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe, Navajo 
Nation, Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah Ouray, Hopi Nation, and Zuni Tribe. “The 
area’s cultural importance to Native American tribes continues to this day. As 
they have for generations, these tribes and their members come here for 
ceremonies and to visit sacred sites. . . . Traditions of hunting, fishing, gathering, 
and wood cutting are still practiced by tribal members, as is collection of 
medicinal and ceremonial plants, edible herbs, and materials for crafting items 
like baskets and footwear; 

 
WHEREAS, the Bears Ears region is also a place of abundant deposits of uranium, potash, oil 

and gas, a place that surrounding state, congressional and local government decision-
makers sought to designate as an energy development zone; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Bears Ears region was recently named one of the “11 Most Endangered 

Historic Places” by the National Trust for Historic Preservation due to the risk of 
degradation from mineral exploration and extraction, recreational abuse, and cultural 
resource vandalism and looting. Uranium mining, gravel quarrying, and tar sands 
development threaten to degrade lands within the Bears Ears region, while threats of oil, 
gas, and potash development also exist to the eastern lands just beyond the national 
monument; and 

 
WHEREAS, Utah lawmakers are pursuing legislation targeting Bears Ears National Monument 

proposing the State of Utah take over and manage these archaeologically rich lands in 
San Juan County, Utah. Rep. Mike Noel's HCR24 calls on the state to acquire the "public 
land that is occupied by" the new monument using the Recreation and Public Purposes 
Act. The bill acknowledges the monument holds land and objects of great cultural, 
scientific and historical interest and are "profoundly sacred" to the five tribes that 
successfully petitioned the Obama administration to designate the monument; and 

 
WHEREAS, the CTGR Business Council opposes the State of Utah taking over and managing 

the Bears Ears Region, as such actions will place all of the authority to determine and 
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protect Indian Tribal interests and resources within the purview of the State of Utah, 
which is in direct contradiction with the trust responsibility and rights that Indian Tribes 
possess pursuant to the United States Constitution. The trust responsibility exists under 
federal law and Indian Tribal rights are protected by the United States Government, 
which is why the President of the United States made Bears Ears a National Monument. 
In other words, if the State of Utah proceeds, Indian Tribes will have no assurances that 
their interests will be protected in the Bears Ears region. 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Confederated Tribes of the Goshute Reservation 

Business Council hereby calls upon Governor Gary R. Herbert, the Utah State 
Legislature, and all other relevant staff, to immediately halt the process of attempting to 
destroy the National Monument designation of the Bears Ears region. 

 
C-E-R-T-I-F-I-C-A-T-I-O-N 

 
I, the undersigned, as Chairperson, of the Business Council for the Confederated Tribes of the 
Goshute Reservation, hereby certify that the Business Council is composed of five (5) members of 
whom five (4), constituting a quorum, were present at a meeting called and held on the 3rd day of 
March, 2017, and that the foregoing resolution was adopted and approved by an affirmative vote of 
4 FOR; 0 AGAINST; 0 ABSTAINED pursuant to the authority contained under Article VII, 
Section 1(a) of the Tribal Constitution and By-Laws, approved November 25, 1940. 
 

 
________________________________ 
Virgil Johnson Chairman 
CTGR Business Council 

ATTEST:  

___________________________ 
Phyllis Naranjo, Secretary 
CTGR Business Council 
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