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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 4/26/17

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor

 

Status of the Secretary

 

TODAY: Secretary welcomed the President and Vice President to Interior for the signing of the
EO on Monuments.

TODAY: Secretary will attend the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership dinner.

TODAY: The Secretary will have a phone call with Canadian Minister Jim Carr.

TODAY: The Secretary will meet with Rep. Emmer & Rep. Nolan Meeting.

TODAY: The Secretary will participate in an event in the Indian Treaty Room on White House
First 100 Days Press.
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Thu. 4/27: Meeting with Utah Governor and delegation.  Remarks at the Western Caucus
meeting.  NEC Principals meeting (Paris).  Meeting with the House Resources Committee
Minority members.  Meeting with the House Resources Committee Majority members.  TRCP
BBQ at REI.

Fri. 4/28: Speak at NRA meeting in Atlanta.  Possible attend EO signing in Oval.

 

Long Range: 5/25-5/28. The Secretary will participate in a CODEL sponsored by Senator
Murkowski.  Arctic Council.  Norway, Greenland, Alaska.  Various AK events 5/29-5/31.

 

Upcoming Media

The department will be issuing a press release on the signing of the EO.

 

ALSO:  Secretary Zinke Announces Boost to Wetland, Waterfowl Conservation, Access to
Public Lands Through Conservation Grants, Federal Duck Stamp Funds - $38.8 million
approved for wetland conservation projects; $7.8 million to conserve 2,629 acres on national
wildlife refuges and open thousands of additional acres to public hunting.

 

WASHINGTON -- The Migratory Bird Conservation Commission, chaired by U.S. Secretary of
the Interior Ryan Zinke, today approved $17.8 million in grants for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and its partners to conserve or restore more than 108,000 acres of wetland and
associated upland habitats for waterfowl, shorebirds and other birds in 14 states throughout the
United States. Representing Secretary Zinke at the meeting was Acting Deputy Secretary of the
Interior Jim Cason.

 

Executive Orders

EO on offshore energy. (Scheduled 4/28)

 

Speaking Invitations

Accepted

4/26 TRCP Dinner (DC) accepted

4/27 Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership BBQ (DC, REI)

4/27 Western Caucus Members Only Luncheon (DC, Capitol)

4/28 NRA Leadership Forum, Georgia World Congress Center in Atlanta, GA.

5/1 Offshore Technology Conference (Houston, TX)

5/3 Public Lands Trust, Washington, DC
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5/6 Montana State University-Northern Commencement Address (Havre, MT)

5/16 DOI Annual Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Ceremony (DC)

 

Regretted

4/26 Ex-SOBs (Former Senate Aides Association) Luncheon remarks regretted

4/27 Blueprint 2025 Infrastructure Leadership Forum (DC)

4/28 Woodlawn Cemetery Arbor Day Celebration (NYC)

5/1 Ducks Unlimited at the Canadian Embassy regretted

 

Outstanding Invitations in Process

5/3 Tribal Leaders Economic Growth and Fair Taxation Summit (DC)

5/12 Heritage Foundation's Edwin Meese III Center for Legal and Judicial Studies' 2017 Spring
Legal Strategy Forum (Colorado Springs, CO)

5/10 Association of California Water Agencies 2017 Spring Conference (Monterey, CA)

5/19 Montana Logging Association Annual Meeting (Bozeman, MT)

 

NEED CABINET AFFAIRS ASSISTANCE ON THESE ITEMS:

 

Sportsmen’s Event with POTUS/VP: Formal request submitted to Cabinet Affairs outlining a
proposed “Sportsmen’s” announcement of $1.1 billion in funding for hunting and fishing
activities. NOTE: the Department will need to announce this soon.  Details also sent to WH IGA.

 

Emergency Management

In Georgia, the West Mims Fire in the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge has burned 59,318
(+10,905) acres. The fire is 8 (no change)-percent contained and managed by a Type-2 Incident
Management Team with 472 (+28) personnel, including 84 (+8) DOI personnel. There are 79
(+45) residences and 3 (no change) commercial structures threatened. The containment date is
November 1.

 

The USGS deployed crews from Water Science Center offices in Virginia, West Virginia, North
Carolina, and South Carolina in response to moderate and major flooding in the Piedmont
region of Virginia, the Appalachian Plateaus of Virginia and West Virginia, and the Piedmont
region of North Carolina. Crews, which began deploying on April 24, are making high flow
discharge measurements, following consecutive days of rain totaling more than 5 inches in
some areas.
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Media of Interest

Trump To Order Review Of National Monument Designations.

The AP (4/25, Colvin, Daly) reports that President Trump will sign an executive order
Wednesday directing Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke “to review the designation of tens of millions
of acres of land as ‘national monuments.’” According to Zinke, “the order will cover several
dozen monuments across the country designated since 1996 that total 100,000 acres or more,
including two recent monuments in Utah.” Zinke “says he’ll provide a preliminary review with a
recommendation on Bears Ears in 45 days.”

 

Trump To Order Expansion Of Offshore Drilling.

The New York Times (4/25, Davenport) reports that President Trump on Friday will sign an
executive order “aimed at opening up protected waters in the Atlantic and Arctic Oceans to
offshore drilling.” Bloomberg Politics (4/25, Dlouhy) says that the order will set up “a certain
clash with environmentalists.”

 

Anniston Officials Plan To Celebrate Freedom Riders Monument.

The Anniston (AL) Star (4/25, Burkhalter) reports that “Anniston city officials on Tuesday
continued to plan a community celebration for the city’s Freedom Riders National Monument, to
take place in May.” National Park Service officials will “host the celebration on May 13 between
3 p.m. and 7 p.m. at the former Greyhound bus station on Gurnee Avenue downtown.” Kent
Davis, city manager, said Tuesday “that he doesn’t believe Anniston’s national monument is
among those Trump’s administration is looking to review, and that the focus of much of the
outcry has been largely in the West, where he said some recent national monuments were
established without the support of local legislators.”

 

Appeals Court Lifts Injunction On Wolf Releases In New Mexico.

The AP (4/25, Elliott) reports that “a federal court on Tuesday removed an obstacle to the U.S.
government’s plan to release more endangered wolves in New Mexico over the state’s
objections, but it was not clear whether additional animals would be reintroduced under the
Trump administration.” The 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals “lifted a temporary order issued
by a lower court that stopped the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service from releasing more Mexican
gray wolves after New Mexico refused to agree to the plan.” The state Game and Fish
Department is “disappointed, but it will keep pursuing the case in federal court in New Mexico,
where it was originally filed, spokesman Lance Cherry said.”

 

White House Communications Report (sent to WH Comms, Tuesday.)

No COMMS report was done.

 

Federal Register Listings.

Sent to the FR on Tuesday.
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REG0006965 BLM Postponement of Public Meeting; Northern California District Resource
Advisory Council (RAC). Postponement of the RAC meeting scheduled for Wednesday, April
26, 2017. Notice 04/25/2017

 

REG0006969 NPS Agency Information Collection Activities: OMB Control Number 1024-0236;
Research Permit and Reporting System Applications and Reports       This Notice under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 announces that the NPS will ask the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) to renew its approval of an information collection pertaining to scientific
research in national parks.  The NPS seeks public comments on the information collection for
30 days. Notice 04/25/2017.

Doug Domenech
Senior Advisor
US Department of the Interior
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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 4/26/17 
Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
 
Status of the Secretary 
 
TODAY: Secretary welcomed the President and Vice President to Interior for the signing of the EO on 
Monuments. 
TODAY: Secretary will attend the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership dinner.  
TODAY: The Secretary will have a phone call with Canadian Minister Jim Carr. 
TODAY: The Secretary will meet with Rep. Emmer & Rep. Nolan Meeting. 
TODAY: The Secretary will participate in an event in the Indian Treaty Room on White House First 100 
Days Press. 
 
Thu. 4/27: Meeting with Utah Governor and delegation.  Remarks at the Western Caucus meeting.  NEC 
Principals meeting (Paris).  Meeting with the House Resources Committee Minority members.  Meeting 
with the House Resources Committee Majority members.  TRCP BBQ at REI.  
Fri. 4/28: Speak at NRA meeting in Atlanta.  Possible attend EO signing in Oval. 
 
Long Range: 5/25-5/28. The Secretary will participate in a CODEL sponsored by Senator Murkowski.  
Arctic Council.  Norway, Greenland, Alaska.  Various AK events 5/29-5/31.  
 
Upcoming Media 
The department will be issuing a press release on the signing of the EO. 
 
ALSO:  Secretary Zinke Announces Boost to Wetland, Waterfowl Conservation, Access to Public Lands 
Through Conservation Grants, Federal Duck Stamp Funds - $38.8 million approved for wetland 
conservation projects; $7.8 million to conserve 2,629 acres on national wildlife refuges and open 
thousands of additional acres to public hunting. 
  
WASHINGTON -- The Migratory Bird Conservation Commission, chaired by U.S. Secretary of the Interior 
Ryan Zinke, today approved $17.8 million in grants for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and its partners 
to conserve or restore more than 108,000 acres of wetland and associated upland habitats for 
waterfowl, shorebirds and other birds in 14 states throughout the United States. Representing Secretary 
Zinke at the meeting was Acting Deputy Secretary of the Interior Jim Cason. 
 
Executive Orders 
EO on offshore energy. (Scheduled 4/28)  
 
Speaking Invitations 
Accepted 
4/26 TRCP Dinner (DC) accepted 
4/27 Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership BBQ (DC, REI) 
4/27 Western Caucus Members Only Luncheon (DC, Capitol) 
4/28 NRA Leadership Forum, Georgia World Congress Center in Atlanta, GA. 
5/1 Offshore Technology Conference (Houston, TX) 
5/3 Public Lands Trust, Washington, DC 
5/6 Montana State University-Northern Commencement Address (Havre, MT) 
5/16 DOI Annual Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Ceremony (DC) 
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Regretted 
4/26 Ex-SOBs (Former Senate Aides Association) Luncheon remarks regretted 
4/27 Blueprint 2025 Infrastructure Leadership Forum (DC) 
4/28 Woodlawn Cemetery Arbor Day Celebration (NYC) 
5/1 Ducks Unlimited at the Canadian Embassy regretted 
 
Outstanding Invitations in Process 
5/3 Tribal Leaders Economic Growth and Fair Taxation Summit (DC) 
5/12 Heritage Foundation's Edwin Meese III Center for Legal and Judicial Studies' 2017 Spring Legal 
Strategy Forum (Colorado Springs, CO) 
5/10 Association of California Water Agencies 2017 Spring Conference (Monterey, CA) 
5/19 Montana Logging Association Annual Meeting (Bozeman, MT) 
 
NEED CABINET AFFAIRS ASSISTANCE ON THESE ITEMS:  
 
Sportsmen’s Event with POTUS/VP: Formal request submitted to Cabinet Affairs outlining a proposed 
“Sportsmen’s” announcement of $1.1 billion in funding for hunting and fishing activities. NOTE: the 
Department will need to announce this soon.  Details also sent to WH IGA.  
 
Emergency Management 
In Georgia, the West Mims Fire in the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge has burned 59,318 (+10,905) 
acres. The fire is 8 (no change)-percent contained and managed by a Type-2 Incident Management Team 
with 472 (+28) personnel, including 84 (+8) DOI personnel. There are 79 (+45) residences and 3 (no 
change) commercial structures threatened. The containment date is November 1. 
 
The USGS deployed crews from Water Science Center offices in Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, 
and South Carolina in response to moderate and major flooding in the Piedmont region of Virginia, the 
Appalachian Plateaus of Virginia and West Virginia, and the Piedmont region of North Carolina. Crews, 
which began deploying on April 24, are making high flow discharge measurements, following 
consecutive days of rain totaling more than 5 inches in some areas. 
 
Media of Interest 
Trump To Order Review Of National Monument Designations. 
The AP (4/25, Colvin, Daly) reports that President Trump will sign an executive order Wednesday 
directing Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke “to review the designation of tens of millions of acres of land as 
‘national monuments.’” According to Zinke, “the order will cover several dozen monuments across the 
country designated since 1996 that total 100,000 acres or more, including two recent monuments in 
Utah.” Zinke “says he’ll provide a preliminary review with a recommendation on Bears Ears in 45 days.” 
 
Trump To Order Expansion Of Offshore Drilling. 
The New York Times (4/25, Davenport) reports that President Trump on Friday will sign an executive 
order “aimed at opening up protected waters in the Atlantic and Arctic Oceans to offshore drilling.” 
Bloomberg Politics (4/25, Dlouhy) says that the order will set up “a certain clash with 
environmentalists.” 
 
Anniston Officials Plan To Celebrate Freedom Riders Monument. 
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The Anniston (AL) Star (4/25, Burkhalter) reports that “Anniston city officials on Tuesday continued to 
plan a community celebration for the city’s Freedom Riders National Monument, to take place in May.” 
National Park Service officials will “host the celebration on May 13 between 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. at the 
former Greyhound bus station on Gurnee Avenue downtown.” Kent Davis, city manager, said Tuesday 
“that he doesn’t believe Anniston’s national monument is among those Trump’s administration is 
looking to review, and that the focus of much of the outcry has been largely in the West, where he said 
some recent national monuments were established without the support of local legislators.” 
 
Appeals Court Lifts Injunction On Wolf Releases In New Mexico. 
The AP (4/25, Elliott) reports that “a federal court on Tuesday removed an obstacle to the U.S. 
government’s plan to release more endangered wolves in New Mexico over the state’s objections, but it 
was not clear whether additional animals would be reintroduced under the Trump administration.” The 
10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals “lifted a temporary order issued by a lower court that stopped the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service from releasing more Mexican gray wolves after New Mexico refused to agree to 
the plan.” The state Game and Fish Department is “disappointed, but it will keep pursuing the case in 
federal court in New Mexico, where it was originally filed, spokesman Lance Cherry said.” 
 
White House Communications Report (sent to WH Comms, Tuesday.) 
No COMMS report was done. 
 
Federal Register Listings. 
Sent to the FR on Tuesday. 
 
REG0006965 BLM Postponement of Public Meeting; Northern California District Resource Advisory 
Council (RAC). Postponement of the RAC meeting scheduled for Wednesday, April 26, 2017. Notice 
04/25/2017 
 
REG0006969 NPS Agency Information Collection Activities: OMB Control Number 1024-0236; Research 
Permit and Reporting System Applications and Reports This Notice under the Paperwork Reduction Act 
of 1995 announces that the NPS will ask the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to renew its 
approval of an information collection pertaining to scientific research in national parks.  The NPS seeks 
public comments on the information collection for 30 days. Notice 04/25/2017. 
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