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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 5/4/17

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor

 

Status of the Secretary

TODAY: The Secretary will meet with Secretary Perdue.

TODAY: The Secretary will meet concerning RFK stadium.

TODAY: The Secretary will attend an Informal House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee
Roundtable.

 

F 5/5: DOGGY DAY at DOI.  Travel to Montana.

S 5/6: Secretary will address Montana State University Commencement Address in Montana.
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S 5/7: Secretary will travel to Utah. Attend meetings on Utah Monuments with Utah leaders.

M 5/8: Secretary will travel with the Utah delegation to Bears Ears.

T/W 5/9-10: Secretary will continue travel to Bears Ears and Grand Staircase Escalante.

TH 5/11: Secretary will surrogate for the President at an RNC event.

 

Long Range: 5/25-5/28. The Secretary will participate in a CODEL sponsored by Senator
Murkowski.  Arctic Council.  Norway, Greenland, Alaska.  Various AK events 5/29-5/31.

 

Upcoming Media

TOMORROW: Tomorrow the Secretary will be on the CBS morning show for Doggy Day.

TOMORROW: Tomorrow the Secretary will have an Interview with Dana Perino, Fox News.

TOMORROW:  Tomorrow the Secretary will have an interview with Hugh Hewitt.

TOMORROW: Tomorrow the Secretary will have an interview on SiriusXM Wilkow.

TOMORROW: The Department will issue a press release and a Federal Register notice
requesting information related to the review of the National Monuments under the President’s
EO.

 

Speaking Invitations

Accepted

5/6 Montana State University-Northern Commencement Address (Havre, MT)

5/16 DOI Annual Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Ceremony (DC)

 

Regretted

5/10 Association of California Water Agencies 2017 Spring Conference (Monterey, CA)

5/12 Heritage Foundation's Edwin Meese III Center for Legal and Judicial Studies' 2017 Spring
Legal Strategy Forum (Colorado Springs, CO)

5/19 Montana Logging Association Annual Meeting (Bozeman, MT)

 

Outstanding Invitations in Process

5/11 Safari Club International Lobby Day (Crystal City, VA)

 

Emergency Management
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Across the Midwest, USGS maintains crews deployed in Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, and
Arkansas in response to ongoing floods resulting from recent and, in some areas, continuing
rain events. USGS Crews have made approximately 200 discharge measurements across all
affected areas to date.

 

In Idaho, USGS has deployed 3 rapid deployment gages along the Boise River near Boise in
expectation of major flooding due largely to snowmelt, where 200-percent normal snowpack is
driving significant streamflows.

 

In Arizona, the Sawmill Fire has burned 46,991 (no change) acres in Pima County, AZ. The fire
is 96 (no change)-percent contained and managed by a Type-4 Incident Management Team
(IMT) with 33 (-209) personnel assigned, including 3 (-54) DOI personnel. All evacuations have
been lifted. Full containment is expected later today.

 

In Georgia, the ​​West Mims Fire in the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge has burned 107,846
(+7,329) acres. The fire is 8 (no change)-percent contained and managed by a Type-1 IMT with
492 (+26) personnel, including 79 (+7) DOI personnel. There are 87 (no change) residences
and 17 (no change) commercial structures threatened. The containment date is November 1.

 

Media of Interest

Environmental Groups Sue To Block Order On Offshore Drilling.

The Los Angeles Times (5/3, Boxall) reports environmental groups are suing to block President
Trump’s executive order directing the Interior Department to consider to revising oil and gas
leasing schedules in areas President Obama withdrew from future oil and gas leasing. The
activists argue Trump does not have the legal authority to undo the protections.

        Bloomberg Politics (5/3, Dlouhy) reports the League of Conservation Voters, the
Wilderness Society, the Sierra Club and seven other conservation groups filed the lawsuit in
federal court in Alaska. Niel Lawrence, Alaska director for the Natural Resources Defense
Council, said, “By now it’s clear there is no legitimate public interest in further expanding risk to
our oceans in pursuit of fossil fuels that we don’t need.” An Interior Department spokeswoman
declined the comment, and the Justice Department did not have an immediate comment on the
lawsuit.

 

Tribes Accuse Interior Department Of Favoritism In Bears Ears Review.

McClatchy (5/3, Leavenworth) reports Native American leaders “accused the Trump
administration of favoritism” in the Interior Department’s review on possible reversal of
monument designation for the Bears Ears National Monument. While Interior Secretary Zinke
“met Tuesday with Utah elected leaders opposed to the monument,” tribal leaders who support
it have not heard from Zinke despite attempts to meet with him since January. While “Zinke has
reportedly said he will meet with tribal leaders when visiting Utah,” the intertribal coalition says
his office has not contacted them. Hopi, Navajo, Zuni, Ute Mountain Ute, and Ute Indian leaders
lobbied for the protection of Bears Ears “partly because of antiquities looting and vandalism.”
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Transparency Concerns Raised Over Two Climate Change Programs.

The Daily Caller (5/3, Barton) reports that “two climate change programs ignore federal
transparency requirements and ‘put taxpayer dollars at risk,’ two congressional chairmen told
Department of the Interior (DOI) Secretary Ryan Zinke in a letter made public Wednesday.”
House Committee on Natural Resources Chairman Rob Bishop of Utah and Oversight and
Investigations Subcommittee Chairman Rep. Raúl Labrador of Idaho wrote, “Despite a
significant federal investment of at least $149 million, their effectiveness, management and
levels of oversight remain serious concerns to the committee.” The two Republicans are asking
Zinke to “turn over documents that show how DOI prevents Climate Science Centers (CSCs)
and Landscape Conservation Cooperatives (LSCs) from wasting taxpayer dollars on duplicative
research and how they measure their effectiveness.” They said, “Since their inception, the
CSCs and LCCs have lacked necessary internal controls, failed to develop effective
communication policies, and have put tax dollars at risk by acting in contravention of guidelines
issued by Interior and the Office of Management and Budget.”

 

Recreation Leaders Praise Agenda Set By Secretary Zinke.

RVBusiness (5/3) reports that “in an open letter published in the Wall Street Journal, executives
from more than 100 outdoor recreation industry companies praised the agenda being set by
Department of the Interior Sec. Ryan Zinke during the first 100 days of Donald Trump’s
presidency.” In the letter,” the industry shares its excitement to work with Secretary Zinke, a
strong supporter of outdoor recreation.” Frank Hugelmeyer, president of the Recreation Vehicle
Industry Association, said, “As the overwhelming support of this letter shows, the outdoor
recreation industry is motivated to work with the administration, and in particular Secretary
Zinke. Secretary Zinke understands the power of the outdoor recreation industry economy and
the importance of expanding access to allow all Americans to enjoy the nation’s iconic public
lands.”

 

Murkowski Welcomes Nomination Of Bernhardt For Deputy Secretary.

E&E Publishing (5/3, Northey, Koss, Mintz) reports that Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Chairwoman Lisa Murkowski “welcomed the nomination of David Bernhardt to be Interior deputy
secretary, whom she recalled from his stint at the department during the George W. Bush
administration.” She said, “We had an opportunity to work with him when he was in the Bush
administration, and I happen to think he’s a pretty solid guy. He certainly knows issues in my
state, and that’s how it came to my attention.” However, Murkowski was “unaware that ranking
member Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.) had expressed concerns over Bernhardt, citing his lobbying
work and scandals at the department under Bush — concerns that may raise the stakes for the
nominee.”

 

Offshore Gulf Of Mexico Setting Output Records.

Reuters (5/4, Resnick-Ault) reports that while the rapid growth in US shale continues to
dominate attention, the offshore Gulf of Mexico is also hitting new output records. The region
produced 1.76 million bpd of crude in January, trailing only Texas onshore production. The EIA
says that the Gulf is expected to add another 190,000 bpd before the end of the year, and RBN
Energy expects the growth to continue with a 300,000 bpd increase by 2018. Because of the
time lag in assessing deepwater prospects, many of today’s projects are the result of decisions
made before the market downturn.
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Conservative Groups Push Senate To Reverse Interior Department Methane Rule.

The Washington Examiner (5/3, Siciliano) reports conservative and free-market groups sent a
letter to all senators calling for them to act on a House-passed bill to roll back an Interior
Department methane emission rule for the oil and natural gas industry. The deadline for the
reversal under the Congressional Review Act comes next week. Part of the delay may be that
Republican senators supporting ethanol fuels want to link their votes on the matter to “a bill to
eliminate a restriction on selling higher blends of gasoline and ethanol in the summer.”

 

White House Communications Report (sent to WH Comms, Wednesday.)

Inquiries

•              EE News, Huffington Post, McClatchy, SL Tribune, others - REQUEST – Comment on
the criticism by the tribal coalition that Sec. Zinke is ignoring them to overturn Bears Ears. –
RESPONSE - The claims that the Secretary is not consulting Tribes regarding Bears Ears is
false. Consultation is a priority of the Secretary, and was noted during the announcement of the
monuments review, he recognized that Tribes are an important voice in this review process.
Prior to today's press conference, The Department had been in touch with the Bears Ears Tribal
Commission (which is made up of representatives of the Navajo, Hopi, Ute Mountain Ute, Ute
Indian of the Uintah Ouray, and Zuni Tribes) about setting up a meeting. The informal invitations
have already been sent and we are in the process of sending formal invitations. Local
communities will finally have a voice in the monument process and the Secretary looks forward
to meeting with them and other important stakeholders next week.

•              Bloomberg, The Hill, McClatchy, others – REQUEST – Comment on the League of
Conservation Voters and others suing the administration for the offshore energy executive
order. – RESONSE – Directed questions about litigation to DOJ.

•              A number of inquiries asking for details on upcoming Utah trip.

 

Top Stories

•              Bloomberg Politics: Trump's Arctic Plan Challenged by Environmental Groups

o             Washington Post, AP, Washington Times

•              McClatchy: Tribes who lobbied for Utah monument now under review say Trump team
is ignoring them

o             Deseret (UT) News, Huffington Post, Salt Lake (UT) Tribune

•              RVBusiness: Recreation Leaders Praise Agenda Set By Secretary Zinke.

 

Top Issues and Accomplishments

•              TOMORROW: Secretary Zinke will be on the Hill

•              SATURDAY: Zinke will deliver the commencement address at Montana State
University-Northern campus in Havre MT (2+ hours from closest media market)

•              SUNDAY-THURSDAY: Secretary Zinke will travel to Utah where he will have a series
of meetings and tour two national monuments up for review
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•              FYI: The U.S. Geological Survey will release a new report on “critical minerals” noting
that the U.S. is 100% reliant on China for about half of all “critical minerals” and is reliant on
Russia and Canada for many others. This could be a strong America First opportunity. We are
working to ID messaging opportunities with upcoming rollout.

 

Federal Register Listings.

Nothing was cleared for the FR on Wednesday.

 
Doug Domenech
Senior Advisor
US Department of the Interior
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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 5/4/17 
Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
 
Status of the Secretary 
TODAY: The Secretary will meet with Secretary Perdue. 
TODAY: The Secretary will meet concerning RFK stadium.  
TODAY: The Secretary will attend an Informal House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee Roundtable. 
 
F 5/5: DOGGY DAY at DOI.  Travel to Montana.  
S 5/6: Secretary will address Montana State University Commencement Address in Montana. 
S 5/7: Secretary will travel to Utah. Attend meetings on Utah Monuments with Utah leaders. 
M 5/8: Secretary will travel with the Utah delegation to Bears Ears.  
T/W 5/9-10: Secretary will continue travel to Bears Ears and Grand Staircase Escalante. 
TH 5/11: Secretary will surrogate for the President at an RNC event. 
  
Long Range: 5/25-5/28. The Secretary will participate in a CODEL sponsored by Senator Murkowski.  
Arctic Council.  Norway, Greenland, Alaska.  Various AK events 5/29-5/31.  
 
Upcoming Media 
TOMORROW: Tomorrow the Secretary will be on the CBS morning show for Doggy Day. 
TOMORROW: Tomorrow the Secretary will have an Interview with Dana Perino, Fox News. 
TOMORROW:  Tomorrow the Secretary will have an interview with Hugh Hewitt.  
TOMORROW: Tomorrow the Secretary will have an interview on SiriusXM Wilkow. 
TOMORROW: The Department will issue a press release and a Federal Register notice requesting 
information related to the review of the National Monuments under the President’s EO.  
 
Speaking Invitations 
Accepted 
5/6 Montana State University-Northern Commencement Address (Havre, MT) 
5/16 DOI Annual Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Ceremony (DC) 
 
Regretted 
5/10 Association of California Water Agencies 2017 Spring Conference (Monterey, CA) 
5/12 Heritage Foundation's Edwin Meese III Center for Legal and Judicial Studies' 2017 Spring Legal 
Strategy Forum (Colorado Springs, CO) 
5/19 Montana Logging Association Annual Meeting (Bozeman, MT) 
 
Outstanding Invitations in Process 
5/11 Safari Club International Lobby Day (Crystal City, VA) 
 
Emergency Management 
Across the Midwest, USGS maintains crews deployed in Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, and Arkansas in 
response to ongoing floods resulting from recent and, in some areas, continuing rain events. USGS 
Crews have made approximately 200 discharge measurements across all affected areas to date. 
 
In Idaho, USGS has deployed 3 rapid deployment gages along the Boise River near Boise in expectation 
of major flooding due largely to snowmelt, where 200-percent normal snowpack is driving significant 
streamflows. 
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In Arizona, the Sawmill Fire has burned 46,991 (no change) acres in Pima County, AZ. The fire is 96 (no 
change)-percent contained and managed by a Type-4 Incident Management Team (IMT) with 33 (-209) 
personnel assigned, including 3 (-54) DOI personnel. All evacuations have been lifted. Full containment is 
expected later today. 
  
In Georgia, the West Mims Fire in the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge has burned 107,846 (+7,329) 
acres. The fire is 8 (no change)-percent contained and managed by a Type-1 IMT with 492 (+26) 
personnel, including 79 (+7) DOI personnel. There are 87 (no change) residences and 17 (no change) 
commercial structures threatened. The containment date is November 1. 
 
Media of Interest 
Environmental Groups Sue To Block Order On Offshore Drilling. 
The Los Angeles Times (5/3, Boxall) reports environmental groups are suing to block President Trump’s 
executive order directing the Interior Department to consider to revising oil and gas leasing schedules in 
areas President Obama withdrew from future oil and gas leasing. The activists argue Trump does not 
have the legal authority to undo the protections. 
        Bloomberg Politics (5/3, Dlouhy) reports the League of Conservation Voters, the Wilderness Society, 
the Sierra Club and seven other conservation groups filed the lawsuit in federal court in Alaska. Niel 
Lawrence, Alaska director for the Natural Resources Defense Council, said, “By now it’s clear there is no 
legitimate public interest in further expanding risk to our oceans in pursuit of fossil fuels that we don’t 
need.” An Interior Department spokeswoman declined the comment, and the Justice Department did 
not have an immediate comment on the lawsuit. 
 
Tribes Accuse Interior Department Of Favoritism In Bears Ears Review. 
McClatchy (5/3, Leavenworth) reports Native American leaders “accused the Trump administration of 
favoritism” in the Interior Department’s review on possible reversal of monument designation for the 
Bears Ears National Monument. While Interior Secretary Zinke “met Tuesday with Utah elected leaders 
opposed to the monument,” tribal leaders who support it have not heard from Zinke despite attempts 
to meet with him since January. While “Zinke has reportedly said he will meet with tribal leaders when 
visiting Utah,” the intertribal coalition says his office has not contacted them. Hopi, Navajo, Zuni, Ute 
Mountain Ute, and Ute Indian leaders lobbied for the protection of Bears Ears “partly because of 
antiquities looting and vandalism.” 
 
Transparency Concerns Raised Over Two Climate Change Programs. 
The Daily Caller (5/3, Barton) reports that “two climate change programs ignore federal transparency 
requirements and ‘put taxpayer dollars at risk,’ two congressional chairmen told Department of the 
Interior (DOI) Secretary Ryan Zinke in a letter made public Wednesday.” House Committee on Natural 
Resources Chairman Rob Bishop of Utah and Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee Chairman Rep. 
Raúl Labrador of Idaho wrote, “Despite a significant federal investment of at least $149 million, their 
effectiveness, management and levels of oversight remain serious concerns to the committee.” The two 
Republicans are asking Zinke to “turn over documents that show how DOI prevents Climate Science 
Centers (CSCs) and Landscape Conservation Cooperatives (LSCs) from wasting taxpayer dollars on 
duplicative research and how they measure their effectiveness.” They said, “Since their inception, the 
CSCs and LCCs have lacked necessary internal controls, failed to develop effective communication 
policies, and have put tax dollars at risk by acting in contravention of guidelines issued by Interior and 
the Office of Management and Budget.” 
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Recreation Leaders Praise Agenda Set By Secretary Zinke. 
RVBusiness (5/3) reports that “in an open letter published in the Wall Street Journal, executives from 
more than 100 outdoor recreation industry companies praised the agenda being set by Department of 
the Interior Sec. Ryan Zinke during the first 100 days of Donald Trump’s presidency.” In the letter,” the 
industry shares its excitement to work with Secretary Zinke, a strong supporter of outdoor recreation.” 
Frank Hugelmeyer, president of the Recreation Vehicle Industry Association, said, “As the overwhelming 
support of this letter shows, the outdoor recreation industry is motivated to work with the 
administration, and in particular Secretary Zinke. Secretary Zinke understands the power of the outdoor 
recreation industry economy and the importance of expanding access to allow all Americans to enjoy 
the nation’s iconic public lands.” 
 
Murkowski Welcomes Nomination Of Bernhardt For Deputy Secretary. 
E&E Publishing (5/3, Northey, Koss, Mintz) reports that Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Chairwoman Lisa Murkowski “welcomed the nomination of David Bernhardt to be Interior deputy 
secretary, whom she recalled from his stint at the department during the George W. Bush 
administration.” She said, “We had an opportunity to work with him when he was in the Bush 
administration, and I happen to think he’s a pretty solid guy. He certainly knows issues in my state, and 
that’s how it came to my attention.” However, Murkowski was “unaware that ranking member Maria 
Cantwell (D-Wash.) had expressed concerns over Bernhardt, citing his lobbying work and scandals at the 
department under Bush — concerns that may raise the stakes for the nominee.” 
 
Offshore Gulf Of Mexico Setting Output Records. 
Reuters (5/4, Resnick-Ault) reports that while the rapid growth in US shale continues to dominate 
attention, the offshore Gulf of Mexico is also hitting new output records. The region produced 1.76 
million bpd of crude in January, trailing only Texas onshore production. The EIA says that the Gulf is 
expected to add another 190,000 bpd before the end of the year, and RBN Energy expects the growth to 
continue with a 300,000 bpd increase by 2018. Because of the time lag in assessing deepwater 
prospects, many of today’s projects are the result of decisions made before the market downturn. 
 
Conservative Groups Push Senate To Reverse Interior Department Methane Rule. 
The Washington Examiner (5/3, Siciliano) reports conservative and free-market groups sent a letter to 
all senators calling for them to act on a House-passed bill to roll back an Interior Department methane 
emission rule for the oil and natural gas industry. The deadline for the reversal under the Congressional 
Review Act comes next week. Part of the delay may be that Republican senators supporting ethanol 
fuels want to link their votes on the matter to “a bill to eliminate a restriction on selling higher blends of 
gasoline and ethanol in the summer.” 
 
White House Communications Report (sent to WH Comms, Wednesday.) 
Inquiries 
• EE News, Huffington Post, McClatchy, SL Tribune, others - REQUEST – Comment on the criticism 
by the tribal coalition that Sec. Zinke is ignoring them to overturn Bears Ears. – RESPONSE - The claims 
that the Secretary is not consulting Tribes regarding Bears Ears is false. Consultation is a priority of the 
Secretary, and was noted during the announcement of the monuments review, he recognized that 
Tribes are an important voice in this review process. Prior to today's press conference, The Department 
had been in touch with the Bears Ears Tribal Commission (which is made up of representatives of the 
Navajo, Hopi, Ute Mountain Ute, Ute Indian of the Uintah Ouray, and Zuni Tribes) about setting up a 
meeting. The informal invitations have already been sent and we are in the process of sending formal 
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invitations. Local communities will finally have a voice in the monument process and the Secretary looks 
forward to meeting with them and other important stakeholders next week. 
• Bloomberg, The Hill, McClatchy, others – REQUEST – Comment on the League of Conservation 
Voters and others suing the administration for the offshore energy executive order. – RESONSE – 
Directed questions about litigation to DOJ.  
• A number of inquiries asking for details on upcoming Utah trip. 
 
Top Stories 
• Bloomberg Politics: Trump's Arctic Plan Challenged by Environmental Groups 
o Washington Post, AP, Washington Times 
• McClatchy: Tribes who lobbied for Utah monument now under review say Trump team is 
ignoring them 
o Deseret (UT) News, Huffington Post, Salt Lake (UT) Tribune  
• RVBusiness: Recreation Leaders Praise Agenda Set By Secretary Zinke. 
 
Top Issues and Accomplishments  
• TOMORROW: Secretary Zinke will be on the Hill  
• SATURDAY: Zinke will deliver the commencement address at Montana State University-Northern 
campus in Havre MT (2+ hours from closest media market)  
• SUNDAY-THURSDAY: Secretary Zinke will travel to Utah where he will have a series of meetings 
and tour two national monuments up for review 
• FYI: The U.S. Geological Survey will release a new report on “critical minerals” noting that the 
U.S. is 100% reliant on China for about half of all “critical minerals” and is reliant on Russia and Canada 
for many others. This could be a strong America First opportunity. We are working to ID messaging 
opportunities with upcoming rollout.  
 
Federal Register Listings. 
Nothing was cleared for the FR on Wednesday. 
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