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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 4/17/17

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor

 

Status of the Secretary
The Secretary is traveling in California until 4/20/17.
 

TODAY: Secretary will tour Santa Cruz Island with NPS staff.  

TODAY: Secretary will host a townhall forum on Channel Islands at the Reagan Ranch Center.

 

California Trip:

Tue. 4/18: Channel Islands--Santa Rosa. Rep./Leader McCarthy (R-CA) invited

Wed. 4/19: San Francisco: Presidio stop, Park Police Strategic Plan rollout

Thurs. 4/20: Fly to Montana.

Fri. 4/21: Personal Day.
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Sat. 4/22: Off

Sun. 4/23: Fly to Washington, DC.

 

Long Range: Saturday 4/22: Earth Day.

Long Range: 5/25-5/28. The Secretary will participate in a CODEL sponsored by Senator
Murkowski.  Arctic Council.  Norway, Greenland, Alaska.  Various AK events 5/29-5/31.

 
Media Announcements Today

Interior Announcements Planned for April 17
·         USGS Releases Report on Global Strategic Mineral Assessment - Report focuses on the
uses, global locations, and current and projected future availability of 23 mineral
commodities critical to the security and economy of the United States.

 
·         DOI drafted a blog post about National Parks Week highlighting the importance and
history of our national parks. The blog post will be on the White House blog this week.

 
•     National Park Service and National Park Foundation Launch Parks 101 - Release
focuses on “Uncovering National Park Stories You’ve Never Heard Before To Celebrate
National Park Week”

 
•     Celebrate #WorldHeritageUSA on World Heritage Day - Special initiative will promote
U.S. contributions to World Heritage (Release from US/ICOMOS)

 
•     U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to Review Status of 138 Pacific Region Species - FWS
Pacific Region is initiating 5-year reviews of 138 species protected under the federal
Endangered Species Act (ESA). The species are found in Hawaii, Oregon, Washington, and
California.

 

Executive Orders

Awaiting next EO on offshore energy. (Early May?)

Awaiting EO on National Monuments. (Early May?)

 

Speaking Invitations

Accepted

4/27 Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership BBQ (DC, REI)

4/27 Western Caucus Members Only Luncheon (DC, Capitol)

4/28 NRA Leadership Forum, George World Congress Center in Atlanta, GA.

5/1 Offshore Technology Conference (Houston, TX)
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Regretted

4/19 American Forest Resource Council 2017 Annual Meeting (Stevenson, WA)

4/24 Annual Tribal Self-Governance Consultation Conference (Spokane, WA)

4/25 Northwest Public Power Association Legislative Dinner (DC)

4/26 Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership Dinner (DC)

4/27 Blueprint 2025 Infrastructure Leadership Forum (DC)

4/28 Woodlawn Cemetery Arbor Day Celebration (NYC)

 

Outstanding Invitations in Process

4/25 Northwest Public Power Association Legislative Dinner (DC)

5/1 Ducks Unlimited Reception (DC, Canadian Embassy)

5/2 Public Lands Trust, Washington, DC

 

NEED CABINET AFFAIRS ASSISTANCE ON THESE ITEMS:

 

Sportsmen’s Event with POTUS/VP: Formal request submitted to Cabinet Affairs outlining a
proposed “Sportsmen’s” announcement of $1.1 billion in funding for hunting and fishing
activities. NOTE: the Department will need to announce this soon.  Details also sent to WH IGA.

 

Possible event at the Lincoln Memorial: June 10.  IS THIS EVENT HAPPENING?

 

Emergency Management

Florida: the ​​Cowbell Fire on Big Cypress National Preserve has burned 19,279 (+2,339) acres.
The fire is 52 (+5)-percent contained and managed by a Type-2 Incident Management Team
with 283 (+9) personnel, including 100 (+23) DOI personnel. There are 25 (no change)
residences threatened, and the containment date remains April 30. The fire continues to
threaten infrastructure, transportation corridors, federal facilities, threatened and endangered
species/habitat, recreational resources, and cultural resources. Area and trail closures remain in
effect.

 

Alaska: On the morning of April 14, BP Exploration Alaska (BPXA) employees discovered an
uncontrolled gas release from the top of a well house of an oil and gas production well in the ​​
Prudhoe Bay oil field on Alaska's North Slope. It was reported on Sunday, April 16, that the well
continues venting natural gas, which initially caused a spray of crude oil that impacted the well
pad. An overflight suggested that the crude spray plume did not leave the pad; however, the
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situation is not yet safe for responders to access the area to confirm whether there are any
impacts to the adjacent tundra. The primary DOI trust resource issue is potential for oil exposure
to polar bears. There have been no reports of bears in the vicinity thus far, and, given the
industrial nature of the site, the probability of oil exposure is thought to be low.

 

Alaska: On April 13, dive operations commenced in order to perform temporary repair on a
Hilcorp Alaska, LLC natural gas pipeline located at a depth of 80 feet in ​​Cook Inlet, south-
central Alaska. The leak was originally detected on February 7, 2017; however ​,​ ice cover
prevented repair efforts. Hilcorp shut down oil production from platforms serviced by the
pipeline, as well as an adjacent oil pipeline, which reduced the leak from an estimated 275,000
to 100,000 cubic feet of methane per day. A temporary clamp was successful, and permanent
repair operations began on April 14. ​ ​The leaking natural gas generated concerns about potential
impacts to aquatic life, including salmon and other fish, the endangered Cook Inlet beluga
whale, and other wildlife.

 

Media of Interest

During Visit To California’s National Parks, Secretary Zinke Reaffirms Commitment To
Public Lands.

The Fresno (CA) Bee (4/14, Appleton) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke “toured Kings
Canyon National Park Friday for the first time, and met with staff to discuss pressing issues
within California’s national parks, including infrastructure woes, wildfire prevention and claims of
sexual harassment within the Park Service.” Zinke “said the purpose of his visit was to inspect
the front lines of the national parks firsthand.” According to the article, “he stressed that his first
goal as secretary will be to rebuild trust with the public by ensuring there will be no sale or
transfer of public lands under his stewardship.” He said that “wildfire management and updating
infrastructure are top priorities.”

 

Secretary Zinke To Speak At NRA’s April Leadership Forum.

Politico (4/14, Conway) reports that President Trump will “speak at the National Rifle
Association’s annual leadership forum in Atlanta later this month, the gun lobby said Friday.”
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke is “also expected to speak at the conference, as are other
prominent Republicans, such as Florida Gov. Rick Scott and Sens. Ted Cruz, Luther Strange,
David Perdue and Rob Portman.”

 

Op-Ed: Bears Ears National Monument Is “Not The Right Decision”.

In an op-ed for the Deseret (UT) News (4/14, Benally), Ryan Benally, Vice Chairman of the
Stewards of San Juan County, writes to “provide the correct information” to Interior Secretary
Ryan Zinke “of why Bears Ears National Monument is not the right decision.” According to
Benally, “Native Americans living near Bears Ears have remained as distrustful of any
wilderness-monument type designation because it creates another oppressive controlling
systemic government-run entity, like the BIA.” Benally claims that “a national monument was
unfairly pushed on San Juan County natives by out-of-state organizations, such as the outdoor
retail industry, which showed its true intentions when it decided to make a spectacle of its exit of
the Outdoor Retailer show.”
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Employee Who Hijacked NPS’ Twitter Account Unpunished.

Bloomberg News (4/14, Roston) reports that on January 24, a seasonal employee at the
Badlands National Park “hijacked the facility’s Twitter account” and began tweeting “several
facts about climate change.” The employee, whose name was “redacted from agency
documents obtained through a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request,” admitted that he
sent the tweets out of fear of an impending gag order on climate science. The incident follows a
directive from the Trump Administration “to shut down twitter platforms immediately until further
notice.” According to Bloomberg, the individual behind the tweets was not disciplined and many
FOIA documents show “supportive notes sent to a public NPS email.”

 

USGS Finds Largest Continuous Natural Gas Deposit In US.

The Daily Caller (4/14, Follett) reported the USGS discovered the largest continuous natural gas
deposit in the US with an estimated 4 billion barrels of oil and 304.4 trillion cubic feet of natural
gas. The deposit is located in the Haynesville and Bossier shale formations and more natural
gas was found than in any other continuous assessment the USGS has ever conducted. Walter
Guidroz, a coordinator of the USGS’ energy program, said, “Changes in technology and industry
practices, combined with an increased understanding of the regional geologic framework, can
have a significant effect on what resources become technically recoverable.”

 

White House Communications Report (sent to WH Comms, Friday.)

No report was prepared.

 

Federal Register Notices Cleared for Publishing

Items were cleared for the Federal Register on Friday.

 

REG0006909 FWS Receipt of Application for Incidental Take Permit; Low-Effect Habitat
Conservation Plan for the Phillips 66 Cal Coast Pipeline Replacement Project, Santa Barbara
County, California         This notice provides the public a 30-day public comment period
regarding an application for a low-effect incidental take permit for the California tiger
salamander and California red-legged frog. The permit is for a project that proposes to replace
the existing Cal Coast crude oil pipeline with a new 6-inch diameter buried pipeline adjacent to
the existing pipeline, within the same right-of-way.  Notice 04/14/2017.

 

REG0006936 FWS Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 90-day Finding on Two
Petitions (Florida Black Bear and Mojave population of the Desert Tortoise). FWS finds that the
petitions do not present substantial scientific or commercial information indicating that the
petitioned action may be warranted, and the Service is not initiating status reviews in response
to the petitions. Notice 04/14/2017.

 

REG0006934 NPS National Register of Historic Places, March 25, 2017. The NPS is soliciting
comments on the significance of properties nominated before Mar. 25, 2017, for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places or related actions. Notice 04/14/2017.
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REG0006935 NPS National Register of Historic Places, April 1, 2017. The NPS is soliciting
comments on the significance of properties nominated before Apr. 1, 2017, for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places or related actions. Notice 04/14/2017.

Doug Domenech
Senior Advisor
US Department of the Interior
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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 4/17/17 
Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor  
 
Status of the Secretary 
The Secretary is traveling in California until 4/20/17. 
 
TODAY: Secretary will tour Santa Cruz Island with NPS staff.   
TODAY: Secretary will host a townhall forum on Channel Islands at the Reagan Ranch Center.  
 
California Trip:  
Tue. 4/18: Channel Islands--Santa Rosa. Rep./Leader McCarthy (R-CA) invited 
Wed. 4/19: San Francisco: Presidio stop, Park Police Strategic Plan rollout  
Thurs. 4/20: Fly to Montana. 
Fri. 4/21: Personal Day. 
Sat. 4/22: Off 
Sun. 4/23: Fly to Washington, DC.  
 
Long Range: Saturday 4/22: Earth Day. 
Long Range: 5/25-5/28. The Secretary will participate in a CODEL sponsored by Senator Murkowski.  
Arctic Council.  Norway, Greenland, Alaska.  Various AK events 5/29-5/31.  
 
Media Announcements Today 
Interior Announcements Planned for April 17 
• USGS Releases Report on Global Strategic Mineral Assessment - Report focuses on the uses, global 

locations, and current and projected future availability of 23 mineral commodities critical to the 
security and economy of the United States. 

 
• DOI drafted a blog post about National Parks Week highlighting the importance and history of our 

national parks. The blog post will be on the White House blog this week. 
 
• National Park Service and National Park Foundation Launch Parks 101 - Release focuses on 

“Uncovering National Park Stories You’ve Never Heard Before To Celebrate National Park Week”  
 
• Celebrate #WorldHeritageUSA on World Heritage Day - Special initiative will promote U.S. 

contributions to World Heritage (Release from US/ICOMOS) 
 
• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to Review Status of 138 Pacific Region Species - FWS Pacific Region is 

initiating 5-year reviews of 138 species protected under the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA). 
The species are found in Hawaii, Oregon, Washington, and California. 

 
Executive Orders 
Awaiting next EO on offshore energy. (Early May?) 
Awaiting EO on National Monuments. (Early May?) 
 
Speaking Invitations 
Accepted 
4/27 Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership BBQ (DC, REI) 
4/27 Western Caucus Members Only Luncheon (DC, Capitol) 
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4/28 NRA Leadership Forum, George World Congress Center in Atlanta, GA. 
5/1 Offshore Technology Conference (Houston, TX) 
 
Regretted 
4/19 American Forest Resource Council 2017 Annual Meeting (Stevenson, WA)  
4/24 Annual Tribal Self-Governance Consultation Conference (Spokane, WA) 
4/25 Northwest Public Power Association Legislative Dinner (DC) 
4/26 Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership Dinner (DC) 
4/27 Blueprint 2025 Infrastructure Leadership Forum (DC) 
4/28 Woodlawn Cemetery Arbor Day Celebration (NYC) 
 
Outstanding Invitations in Process 
4/25 Northwest Public Power Association Legislative Dinner (DC) 
5/1 Ducks Unlimited Reception (DC, Canadian Embassy) 
5/2 Public Lands Trust, Washington, DC 
 
NEED CABINET AFFAIRS ASSISTANCE ON THESE ITEMS:  
 
Sportsmen’s Event with POTUS/VP: Formal request submitted to Cabinet Affairs outlining a proposed 
“Sportsmen’s” announcement of $1.1 billion in funding for hunting and fishing activities. NOTE: the 
Department will need to announce this soon.  Details also sent to WH IGA.  
 
Possible event at the Lincoln Memorial: June 10.  IS THIS EVENT HAPPENING? 
 
Emergency Management 
Florida: the Cowbell Fire on Big Cypress National Preserve has burned 19,279 (+2,339) acres. The fire is 
52 (+5)-percent contained and managed by a Type-2 Incident Management Team with 283 (+9) 
personnel, including 100 (+23) DOI personnel. There are 25 (no change) residences threatened, and the 
containment date remains April 30. The fire continues to threaten infrastructure, transportation 
corridors, federal facilities, threatened and endangered species/habitat, recreational resources, and 
cultural resources. Area and trail closures remain in effect. 
 
Alaska: On the morning of April 14, BP Exploration Alaska (BPXA) employees discovered an uncontrolled 
gas release from the top of a well house of an oil and gas production well in the Prudhoe Bay oil field on 
Alaska's North Slope. It was reported on Sunday, April 16, that the well continues venting natural gas, 
which initially caused a spray of crude oil that impacted the well pad. An overflight suggested that the 
crude spray plume did not leave the pad; however, the situation is not yet safe for responders to access 
the area to confirm whether there are any impacts to the adjacent tundra. The primary DOI trust 
resource issue is potential for oil exposure to polar bears. There have been no reports of bears in the 
vicinity thus far, and, given the industrial nature of the site, the probability of oil exposure is thought to 
be low. 
 
Alaska: On April 13, dive operations commenced in order to perform temporary repair on a Hilcorp 
Alaska, LLC natural gas pipeline located at a depth of 80 feet in Cook Inlet, south-central Alaska. The leak 
was originally detected on February 7, 2017; however, ice cover prevented repair efforts. Hilcorp shut 
down oil production from platforms serviced by the pipeline, as well as an adjacent oil pipeline, which 
reduced the leak from an estimated 275,000 to 100,000 cubic feet of methane per day. A temporary 
clamp was successful, and permanent repair operations began on April 14. The leaking natural gas 
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generated concerns about potential impacts to aquatic life, including salmon and other fish, the 
endangered Cook Inlet beluga whale, and other wildlife. 
 
Media of Interest 
During Visit To California’s National Parks, Secretary Zinke Reaffirms Commitment To Public Lands. 
The Fresno (CA) Bee (4/14, Appleton) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke “toured Kings Canyon 
National Park Friday for the first time, and met with staff to discuss pressing issues within California’s 
national parks, including infrastructure woes, wildfire prevention and claims of sexual harassment within 
the Park Service.” Zinke “said the purpose of his visit was to inspect the front lines of the national parks 
firsthand.” According to the article, “he stressed that his first goal as secretary will be to rebuild trust 
with the public by ensuring there will be no sale or transfer of public lands under his stewardship.” He 
said that “wildfire management and updating infrastructure are top priorities.” 
 
Secretary Zinke To Speak At NRA’s April Leadership Forum. 
Politico (4/14, Conway) reports that President Trump will “speak at the National Rifle Association’s 
annual leadership forum in Atlanta later this month, the gun lobby said Friday.” Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke is “also expected to speak at the conference, as are other prominent Republicans, such as Florida 
Gov. Rick Scott and Sens. Ted Cruz, Luther Strange, David Perdue and Rob Portman.” 
 
Op-Ed: Bears Ears National Monument Is “Not The Right Decision”. 
In an op-ed for the Deseret (UT) News (4/14, Benally), Ryan Benally, Vice Chairman of the Stewards of 
San Juan County, writes to “provide the correct information” to Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke “of why 
Bears Ears National Monument is not the right decision.” According to Benally, “Native Americans living 
near Bears Ears have remained as distrustful of any wilderness-monument type designation because it 
creates another oppressive controlling systemic government-run entity, like the BIA.” Benally claims that 
“a national monument was unfairly pushed on San Juan County natives by out-of-state organizations, 
such as the outdoor retail industry, which showed its true intentions when it decided to make a 
spectacle of its exit of the Outdoor Retailer show.” 
 
Employee Who Hijacked NPS’ Twitter Account Unpunished. 
Bloomberg News (4/14, Roston) reports that on January 24, a seasonal employee at the Badlands 
National Park “hijacked the facility’s Twitter account” and began tweeting “several facts about climate 
change.” The employee, whose name was “redacted from agency documents obtained through a 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request,” admitted that he sent the tweets out of fear of an 
impending gag order on climate science. The incident follows a directive from the Trump Administration 
“to shut down twitter platforms immediately until further notice.” According to Bloomberg, the 
individual behind the tweets was not disciplined and many FOIA documents show “supportive notes 
sent to a public NPS email.” 
 
USGS Finds Largest Continuous Natural Gas Deposit In US. 
The Daily Caller (4/14, Follett) reported the USGS discovered the largest continuous natural gas deposit 
in the US with an estimated 4 billion barrels of oil and 304.4 trillion cubic feet of natural gas. The deposit 
is located in the Haynesville and Bossier shale formations and more natural gas was found than in any 
other continuous assessment the USGS has ever conducted. Walter Guidroz, a coordinator of the USGS’ 
energy program, said, “Changes in technology and industry practices, combined with an increased 
understanding of the regional geologic framework, can have a significant effect on what resources 
become technically recoverable.” 
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White House Communications Report (sent to WH Comms, Friday.) 
No report was prepared. 
 
Federal Register Notices Cleared for Publishing  
Items were cleared for the Federal Register on Friday. 
 
REG0006909 FWS Receipt of Application for Incidental Take Permit; Low-Effect Habitat Conservation 
Plan for the Phillips 66 Cal Coast Pipeline Replacement Project, Santa Barbara County, California This 
notice provides the public a 30-day public comment period regarding an application for a low-effect 
incidental take permit for the California tiger salamander and California red-legged frog. The permit is 
for a project that proposes to replace the existing Cal Coast crude oil pipeline with a new 6-inch 
diameter buried pipeline adjacent to the existing pipeline, within the same right-of-way.  Notice 
04/14/2017. 
 
REG0006936 FWS Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 90-day Finding on Two Petitions 
(Florida Black Bear and Mojave population of the Desert Tortoise). FWS finds that the petitions do not 
present substantial scientific or commercial information indicating that the petitioned action may be 
warranted, and the Service is not initiating status reviews in response to the petitions. Notice 
04/14/2017. 
 
REG0006934 NPS National Register of Historic Places, March 25, 2017. The NPS is soliciting comments 
on the significance of properties nominated before Mar. 25, 2017, for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places or related actions. Notice 04/14/2017. 
 
REG0006935 NPS National Register of Historic Places, April 1, 2017. The NPS is soliciting comments on 
the significance of properties nominated before Apr. 1, 2017, for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places or related actions. Notice 04/14/2017. 
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