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THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Mke. He's been a great Vice President,
a great help. And everybody |oves Mke Pence. | just want to thank you
for your service. Been incredible. (Applause.)

It’s a real pleasure to be at the Departnment of Interior, where you
hel p preserve the splendor and the beauty of Anerica’s natural
resources. And | can tell you the group that's in here right now, they
really do the job. Right, Lisa? They' re doing a good job. W're going
to take care of Alaska, too. Don't worry about it. (Laughter.) And
they protect the ability of the Beople to access and utilize the I and
which truly belongs to them and belongs to all of us.

Secretary Ryan Zinke is doing an incredible job -- and he never
overl ooks the details. He's a detail person. Soon after he was
confirmed, we had a snowstorm big one, and he was out there on the
steps of the Lincoln Menorial shoveling the snow all by hinmself. And
he’s a strong guy. He did a good job. (Laughter.) He did a very, very
good job. But we're proud of him

In the first 100 days, we have taken historic action to elininate
wast eful regulations. They're being elimnated |ike nobody has ever
seen before. There has never been anything like it. Sonetines | |ook
at sone of the things |I’msigning I say maybe people won't like it, but
I’ mdoing the right thing. And no regular politician is going do it.
(Laughter.) | don't know if you folks would do -- | will tell you
literally sone politicians have said, you' re doing the right thing. |
don't know if | would have had the courage to do sone of these things.
But we're doing them because it’s the right thing to do. And it’'s for
t he good of the nation.

W' re returning power back to the ﬁeople. W' ve elimnated job-
destroying regul ations on farmers, ranchers, and coal miners, on
aut owor kers, and so nmany ot her American workers and busi nesses.

Today, | amsigning a new executive order to end another egregious
abuse of federal power, and to give that power back to the states and to
the people, where it bel ongs.

The previous adnministration used a 100-year-old | aw known as the
Antiquities Act to unilaterally put mllions of acres of |and and water
under strict federal control -- have you heard about that? --
elimnating the ability of the People who actually live in those states
to decide how best to use that |and.

Today, we are putting the states back in charge. It’'s a big thing.
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| am pl eased to be joined by so many nenbers of Congress and
governors who have been waiting for this nonent, including Governor
Herbert of U ah. Thank you, thank you, Governor. Governor LePage of
Mai ne, who, by the way, has lost a [ot of weight. (Laughter.) | knew
hi m when he was heavy, and now | know hi mwhen he’'s thin, and | like him
bot h ways, okay? (Laughter.) Done a great job. Governor Calvo of
GQuam Thank you. Governor Torres fromthe Northern Mariana |sl ands.
Thank you, thank you, Governor

| also want to recognize Senator Orin Hatch, who -- believe ng,
he’s tough. He would call nme and call nme and say, you got to do this.
Is that right, Orin?

SENATOR HATCH: That's right.
THE PRESI DENT: You didn't stop. He doesn't give up. And he's

shocked that |’'mdoing it, but I’mdoing it because it’s the right thing
to do. But | really have to point you out, you didn't stop

And, M ke, the sane thing. So many people feel -- MKke Lee -- so
many people feel so strongly about this, and so | appreciate your
support and your proddi ng, and your never-endi ng prodding, | should say,

because we're now getting sonething done that nmany peopl e thought woul d
never ever get done, and |'’mvery proud to be doing it in honor of you
guys, okay? Thank you. (Applause.)

Al together, the previous adm nistration bypassed the states to
pl ace over 265 million acres -- that's a lot of land, mllion acres.
Think of it -- 265 million acres of |and and water under federal contro
t hrough the abuse of the nonunments designation. That’s larger than the
entire state of Texas.

In Decenber of |ast year alone, the federal governnent asserted
this power over 1.35 million acres of land in Uah, known as Bears Ears
-- 1’ve heard a | ot about Bears Ears, and | hear it’'s beautiful -- over
t he profound objections of the citizens of Wah. The Antiquities Act
does not give the federal governnment unlimted power to lock up mllions
of acres of land and water, and it’'s tine we ended this abusive
practi ce.

|’ ve spoken with nmany state and | ocal |eaders -- a nunber of them
here today -- who care very nuch about preserving our |and, and who are
gravely concerned about this nmassive federal land grab. And it’'s gotten
wor se and worse and worse, and now we're going to free it up, which is
what shoul d have happened in the first place. This should never have
happened.

. That’s th today | amsigning this order and directing Secretary
Zinke to end these abuses and return control to the people -- the people
of Utah, the people of all of the states, the people of the United

St at es.

Every day, we are going to continue pushing ahead with our reform
aﬂendalpo put the American people back in charge of their governnent and
their l1ves.

And again, | want to congratulate the Secretary. | want to
congratulate Orrin and Mke and all of the people that worked so hard on
bringing it to this point. And tremendously positive things are going
to happen on that incredible land, the |ikes of which there is nothing
nore beautiful anywhere in the world. But now trenendously positive
things will happen

So I want to thank you. | want to thank everybody for being here.

God bl ess you all and God bl ess America. Thank you. Thank you very
much. So I'Il sign.
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(The executive order is signed.) (Applause.)

Q Are you surprised about this 9th Crcuit ruling?

THE PRESI DENT: |’ m never surprised by the 9th Circuit.

(Laughter.) As | said, we'll see themin the Supreme Court.

and appl ause.)
END 11: 42 A M EDT
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