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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 3/9/17

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor
 
Status of the Nominee

Last night, after returning from the Oval, the Secretary met with Rick Dearborn, Justin Clark,
and Billy Kirkland to discuss various matters.
 
Today Secretary Zinke held meetings, briefings, and interviews in the office.  Calls are
scheduled with Senators Portman, Flake, and Collins to ask support for the CRA on Venting and
Flaring.  He departed for travel.
 
HEADS UP: DOI will clear a FOIA related to activity on 1/20 and 1/21 related to the shutdown
of the National Park Service Twitter account.  The FOIA involves official email related to
direction to suspend the account until we know what was happening.
 
EO on Energy/Interior Related

The Media is reporting that the EO on energy is now delayed to next week or the week after.
 
Trump Order On Clean Power Plan, Coal Leasing “Unlikely” This Week.

The Hill (3/8, Cama) reports that President Trump’s executive order to instruct EPA
Administrator Scott Pruitt to start the process of repealing the Clean Power Plan is “unlikely” to
be signed this week, according to a White House official. The official told Greenwire that the
order “may be pushed to next week.” Trump’s order “is also expected to instruct Interior
Secretary Ryan Zinke to undo the Obama administration’s moratorium on new coal mining
leases on federal land,” The Hill reports.
 
List of Interior Planned Energy related Actions

         Secretarial Orders and Memoranda on:

         Secretarial Order:  Revocation of the Federal Coal Moratorium

         Reopening National Petroleum Reserve – Alaska

         Reinitiating Quarterly Onshore Leasing Program

         Lifting Moratoriums on Offshore Energy

         Restarting a new Five Year OCS Plan

         Financial Assurance Notice to Leasees (NTL) Policy Review

         Well Control Rule Withdrawal

         Offshore Air Rule

         Atlantic Seismic Survey Activities
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         Endangered Species Act Review and Reform

         Reverse Compensatory Mitigation

         National Monuments: Review

EO on National Monuments

An EO related to National Monuments Review appears to be eminent.
 

Congressional Action Under the CRA.
CRAs : Pending WH Action.

         BLM Planning 2.0 Rule.  The Secretary would like to participate in any signing
ceremony.

 
CRAs: Passed the House, Pending in the Senate.

         BLM Venting and Flaring Methane Rule

         FWS H.J.Res.69 - Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5,

United States Code, of the final rule of the Department of the Interior relating to "Non-
Subsistence Take of Wildlife, and Public Participation and Closure Procedures, on
National Wildlife Refuges in Alaska".

 
Secretary Meetings and Schedule

On Friday, March 10, 2017, U.S. Department of the Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke will travel
to Montana to tour regional and local offices and facilities within the Department. Secretary
Zinke will meet with leadership from the National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and other agencies, as well as local and Tribal governments
and stakeholders. More stops may be announced.
 
Friday, March 10: Tribal Blessing by the Blackfeet Nation at Glacier National Park, Meeting
with Glacier National Park leadership and staff.
 
Saturday March 11: Meeting on Bison Management in Missoula, MT
 
Monday, March 13: Speake at a Special Joint Session of the Montana State Legislature, State
Capitol in Helena, MT. Meeting with the Governor.  Approved political event with candidate
for Congress.
 
Tuesday, March 14: Site visit to the BLM Lewistown Field Office, Lewistown, MT, Secretary
Zinke will meet with employees at the BLM’s Field Office.  Also Site visit to the BLM
Regional HQ for Montana and the Dakotas, Billings, MT.
 
Wednesday, March 15: Secretary Zinke will travel to Colorado to visit employees with the
Denver Service Center. Further details pending
 
Thursday, March 16: Visit to Rocky Mountain National Park.  Potential BUDGET media.
 
Friday, March 17:  Fly to Bozeman. Press conference in front of arch announcing historic park
visitation.  Meeting with Yellowstone National Park about maintenance backlog and bison
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management issues.
 
Saturday March 18: Meeting with Sen. Murkowski in Bozeman area.
 
Further out.
 
3/31: Participate in the 100th Commemoration of the purchase of the Virgin Islands from
Denmark.  The Danish Prime Minister will participate.
 
ASSISTANCE NEEDED FROM CABINET AFFAIRS:
The Secretary is requesting that he attend this important event at the request of the President.
The Secretary is requesting military aircraft assistance with this trip.
The Secretary is requesting the White House provide a Proclamation and/or letter he can read
from the President acknowledging the commemoration.
 
Emergency Management

In North Dakota, a bomb threat was received at the Standing Rock Middle School yesterday
afternoon after all students and staff had already vacated the premises. BIA, NPS, and USPP
personnel responded, and K-9s were used in the search of the building with negative results.
As demobilization continues, the Incident Command Post will relocate to the Fort Yates BIA
Police Department.
 
Many protesters are traveling to newly-established anti-pipeline camps throughout the
country, with a stop in Washington, DC for a scheduled 4-day protest march.  In conjunction
with the protest in Washington, DC, there is a scheduled protest at the North Dakota State
Capitol on March 10, where a forecast of snow and 12-degree temperatures may impact
turnout.
 
In Oklahoma, the Irate Fire, located northeast of Lamar, OK, began on March 6 and has
burned 2,000 acres. The fire is 40-percent contained and managed by a Type-4 Incident
Management Team (IMT) with 8 DOI personnel assigned. There are 15 residential and 30
commercial structures threatened. The containment date has been set for March 11.
 
Also in Oklahoma, the Spocogee Fire, located south of Mannford, OK and in the vicinity of
the Osage Reservation, began on March 1 and has burned 6,478 acres. The fire is 50-percent
contained and managed by a Type-4 IMT with 8 personnel assigned, including 5 DOI
personnel. The containment date for this fire has been set for March 15.
 

Media

Trump Meets With Secretary Zinke, Alaska Senators.

E&E Daily (3/8) reports on President Trump’s planned meeting with Interior Secretary Ryan
Zinke and Alaska Sens. Lisa Murkowski and Dan Sullivan. A spokeswoman for Murkowski
“plans to discuss the wide array of federal regulations and restrictions ... that are harming
Alaska’s economy by preventing the state from responsibly accessing its lands and resources.”
Sullivan’s spokesman said the senator plans to talk about growing Alaska’s economy by
cutting regulations and reforming federal permitting. The meeting comes as “Trump is
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reportedly preparing to sign an executive order lifting the Obama administration’s moratorium
on coal leasing on federal lands.”  The AP (3/8) reports that in a joint statement, Murkowski
and Sullivan said “they discussed everything from responsible resource development to
national security.”
 
Archaeology Groups Ask Secretary Zinke To Protect Bears Ears.

The Fronteras (3/8, Morales) reports that “seven archaeology groups in the southwest have
asked the new Interior secretary to support the Bears Ears national monument designation.”
Carrie Heinonen, director of the Museum of Northern Arizona, “said the Obama
administration extensively vetted this site.” Heinonen said, “The risk to future understanding
of cultures that came before us is significant in this particular national monument due to the
extraordinarily rich nature of the number of objects housed there.”
 
Cantwell Asks Secretary Zinke To Lift Suspension Of Valuation Rule.

The Seattle Times (3/8, Bernton) reports that Sen. Maria Cantwell, in a letter sent Tuesday to
Interior Department Secretary Ryan Zinke, “accused the Trump administration of unlawfully
putting on hold an Obama-era rule regulating oil, gas and coal valuations on federal lands.”
Cantwell claimed that the Interior Department “lacked the authority for the Feb. 22 suspension
of the rule.” She requested that Zinke “lift the stay on the rule.”
 
Ivanka Trump’s Landlord Involved In Dispute With US Government Over Proposed

Mine.

The Wall Street Journal (3/8, Maremont, Grimaldi) reports that Ivanka Trump and Jared
Kushner are renting their DC home from Chilean billionaire Andrónico Luksic, who bought
the home following the November election and whose company is involved in a dispute with
the US government over its plan build a copper-and-nickel mine next to a Minnesota
wilderness area. The Obama Administration blocked the plan in its final days and the
company is now urging the Trump Administration to reverse the decision.
 
White House Communications Report

DAILY COMMUNICATIONS REPORT (From Wednesday evening 6:15 pm)
Inquiries

         Axios (Jonathan Swan) REQUEST: As part of that story I will be reporting on an
interaction between Sec Zinke and the President. The way it's been described to me by a
senior administration source: "Zinke on his first day went right to the President and tried
blowing him up saying I need my people in here right now. And the President said, 'look
we'll get your people in so long as they're our people.'" RESPONSE: “The only thing Ryan
Zinke has ever blown up was on the SEAL Teams. He is however working hand in hand
with the president on top Interior priorities.”

         E&E News (Brittany Patterson) REQUEST: BIA and other Interior agencies have in
recent years doled out a lot of grant money and staff support to tribes to craft climate
change mitigation plans. What is the new Secretary’s position on helping tribal nations
plan for the impacts of climate change? Is the Secretary of the Interior’s Tribal Climate
Resilience Program expected to continue on? RESPONSE: “the Secretary addressed the
questions that were asked by the Senators. Concerning any other projects at BIA the
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Secretary is just a week into the job and still learning from the agencies all the different
programs they have.”
 

         POLITICO, E&E, Bloomberg, AP and Others REQUEST: readout from

POTUS/DOI/Alaska meeting. RESPONSE: TBD

         CNN (Gregory Wallace) REQUEST: “Do you have any information you can provide
on the status of the Twin Metals Minnesota mining lawsuit and matter? This question is in
regards to a Wall Street Journal report today: https://www.wsj.com/articles/ivanka-trumps-
landlord-is-a-chilean-billionaire-suing-the-u-s-government-1489000307” RESPONSE:
Referred the reporter to DOJ

 
Top Stories

Not a lot of news today from DOI. Expecting articles on the Secretary’s testimony at Indian
Affairs this evening and tomorrow morning.
 
Top Issues and Accomplishments

Zinke testified before the Senate Indian Affairs Committee at 2:30PM
 
Planning: Zinke’s trip to Glacier National Park, Yellowstone National Park, address to MT
State Legislature, Denver DOI Service Center
 
Federal Register Notices Cleared for Publishing (None Significant)

Items cleared for the Federal Register on Wednesday.
 
REG0006805       FWS       Notice of Availability: Applications for American Burying-Beetle
Amended Industry Conservation Plan Participation Under the Endangered Species Act, FWS
invites the public to comment on an incidental take permit application for the federally listed
American burying beetle in Oklahoma.                Notice                03/07/2017
 
REG0006807       NPS        Notice of Inventory Completion - Department of Anthropology,
The University of Tulsa, Tulsa, OK N2723                Pursuant to the Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), this Notice announces the completion of an
inventory of human remains under the control of the Department of Anthropology, The
University of Tulsa, in Tulsa, Oklahoma.          Notice   03/07/2017
REG0006811       FWS       Massasoit National Wildlife Refuge, Plymouth, MA; Draft
Comprehensive Conservation Plan and Environmental Assessment                The National
Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act of 1997 requires us to develop a CCP for each
NWR.  CCPs provide refuge managers with a 15-year plan for achieving refuge purposes and
contributing toward the Refuge System mission, consistent with sound principles of fish and
wildlife conservation, legal mandates, and FWS policies.            Notice   03/07/2017
 
REG0006812       NPS        Notice of Inventory Completion - U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Southeast Region, Hardeeville, SC N2732    Pursuant to the Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), this is a notice of completion of an inventory of
human remains and associated funerary objects removed from Limestone and Morgan
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Counties, Alabama, and Decatur County, Tennessee, between 1953 and 1997.  The U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Southeast Region (USFWS-SER) has control of the remains and
objects.               Notice   03/07/2017
 
REG0006813       NPS        Notice of Inventory Completion - Human Remains Repository,
Department of Anthropology, University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY N2741         Pursuant to
the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), this Notice
announces the completion of an inventory of human remains under the control of the
Department of Anthropology, University of Wyoming, in Laramie, Wyoming.  The remains
were removed from Kodiak Island, Alaska, prior to 1991.         Notice   03/07/2017
 
REG0006814       NPS        Notice of Inventory Completion - Human Remains Repository,
Department of Anthropology, University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY N2746         Pursuant to
the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), this Notice
announces the completion of an inventory of human remains and associated funerary objects
under the control of the Department of Anthropology, University of Wyoming, in Laramie,
Wyoming.  The remains were removed from an unknown location near Julesburg, Sedgwick
County, Colorado, prior to 1995.                Notice   03/07/2017
 
REG0006821       NPS        Notice of Inventory Completion - Nebraska State Historical
Society, Lincoln, NE N2748                Pursuant to the Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), this is a Notice that the Nebraska State Historical Society
(NSHS) has completed an inventory of human remains and determined that there is a cultural
affiliation between the remains and a present-day Indian tribe.  The  remains were removed
from the Linwood site in Butler County, Nebraska, at some time before 1973.       Notice
03/07/2017
 
REG0006823       NPS        Notice of Inventory Completion - Nebraska State Historical
Society, Lincoln, NE N2747                Pursuant to the Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), this Notice announces that the Nebraska State Historical Society
(NSHS) has completed an inventory of human remains and associated funerary objects
removed from the Woodcliff site in Saunders County, Nebraska, in the 1960s and in 2002.
The site is a Native American village and cemetery complex that was occupied around 1700-
1800.              Notice   03/07/2017
 
REG0006815       NPS        Notice of Inventory Completion - U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Forest Service, Ouachita National Forest, Hot Springs, AR N2688  Pursuant to the Native
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), this Notice announces the
completion of an inventory of human remains and associated funerary objects under the
control of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Ouachita National Forest in Hot
Springs, Arkansas.  The remains and objects were removed from McCurtain County,
Oklahoma, between 1997 and 2005.     Notice   03/07/2017
 
REG0006816       FWS       Draft environmental assessment; Export Program for Certain
Native Species under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora           FWS is announcing the availability of a draft environmental
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assessment  under the National Environmental Policy Act for the CITES Export Program
(CEP) for certain native furbearer species.  Some native furbearers are listed under the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES),
including bobcat, river otter, Canada lynx, gray wolf, and brown bear.         Notice
03/07/2017
 
REG0006817       NPS        Notice of Inventory Completion - Museum of Northern Arizona,
Flagstaff, AZ N2736                Pursuant to the Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), this Notice announces the completion of an inventory of human
remains under the control of the Museum of Northern Arizona in Flagstaff, Arizona.  The
remains were removed from the Van Liere Site, a Hohokam settlement in Maricopa County,
Arizona, in 1978.               Notice   03/07/2017
 
REG0006818       NPS        Notice of Inventory Completion - San Diego Museum of Man, San
Diego, CA; Correction N2721   Pursuant to the Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), this Notice announces the correction of an inventory of human
remains and associated funerary objects under the control of the San Diego Museum of Man
in San Diego, California.  The remains and objects were removed in the La Jolla area of San
Diego, and the inventory was announced in a Notice published on Jan. 27, 2016.
Notice   03/07/2017
 
REG0006819       NPS        Notice of Inventory Completion - Museum of Northern Arizona,
Flagstaff, AZ; Correction N2735   This Notice corrects an inventory of human remains and
associated funerary objects completed by the Museum of Northern Arizona in Flagstaff,
Arizona, and published on Sept. 11, 2006 (71 FR 53469).  The remains and objects were
removed from the Cashion site in Maricopa County, Arizona.          Notice   03/07/2017
 
REG0006820       NPS        Notice of Intent to Repatriate Cultural Items - Denver Museum of
Nature & Science, Denver, CO N2745            Pursuant to the Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), this is a Notice of Intent to Repatriate Cultural
Items under the control of the Denver Museum of Nature & Science in Denver, Colorado.
The six cultural items, masks from the Onondaga Reservation in New York, meet the
definition of sacred objects.                Notice   03/07/2017

Doug Domenech

Senior Advisor
US Department of the Interior
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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 3/9/17

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor

 

Status of the Nominee

Last night, after returning from the Oval, the Secretary met with Rick Dearborn, Justin Clark, and Billy

Kirkland to discuss various matters.

 

Today Secretary Zinke held meetings, briefings, and interviews in the office.  Calls are scheduled with

Senators Portman, Flake, and Collins to ask support for the CRA on Venting and Flaring.  He departed for

travel.

 

HEADS UP: DOI will clear a FOIA related to activity on 1/20 and 1/21 related to the shutdown of the

National Park Service Twitter account.  The FOIA involves official email related to direction to suspend

the account until we know what was happening.

EO on Energy/Interior Related

The Media is reporting that the EO on energy is now delayed to next week or the week after.

 

Trump Order On Clean Power Plan, Coal Leasing “Unlikely” This Week.

The Hill (3/8, Cama) reports that President Trump’s executive order to instruct EPA Administrator Scott

Pruitt to start the process of repealing the Clean Power Plan is “unlikely” to be signed this week,

according to a White House official. The official told Greenwire that the order “may be pushed to next

week.” Trump’s order “is also expected to instruct Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke to undo the Obama

administration’s moratorium on new coal mining leases on federal land,” The Hill reports.

List of Interior Planned Energy related Actions

 Secretarial Orders and Memoranda on:

 Secretarial Order:  Revocation of the Federal Coal Moratorium

 Reopening National Petroleum Reserve – Alaska

 Reinitiating Quarterly Onshore Leasing Program

 Lifting Moratoriums on Offshore Energy

 Restarting a new Five Year OCS Plan

 Financial Assurance Notice to Leasees (NTL) Policy Review

 Well Control Rule Withdrawal

 Offshore Air Rule

 Atlantic Seismic Survey Activities

 Endangered Species Act Review and Reform

 Reverse Compensatory Mitigation

 National Monuments: Review

 

EO on National Monuments

An EO related to National Monuments Review appears to be eminent.  

 

Congressional Action Under the CRA.

CRAs : Pending WH Action.

 BLM Planning 2.0 Rule.  The Secretary would like to participate in any signing ceremony.
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CRAs: Passed the House, Pending in the Senate.

 BLM Venting and Flaring Methane Rule

 FWS H.J.Res.69 - Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States

Code, of the final rule of the Department of the Interior relating to "Non-Subsistence Take of

Wildlife, and Public Participation and Closure Procedures, on National Wildlife Refuges in Alaska".

 

Secretary Meetings and Schedule 

On Friday, March 10, 2017, U.S. Department of the Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke will travel to Montana

to tour regional and local offices and facilities within the Department. Secretary Zinke will meet with

leadership from the National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,

and other agencies, as well as local and Tribal governments and stakeholders. More stops may be

announced.

 

Friday, March 10: Tribal Blessing by the Blackfeet Nation at Glacier National Park, Meeting with Glacier

National Park leadership and staff.

 

Saturday March 11: Meeting on Bison Management in Missoula, MT

 

Monday, March 13: Speake at a Special Joint Session of the Montana State Legislature, State Capitol in

Helena, MT. Meeting with the Governor.  Approved political event with candidate for Congress.

 

Tuesday, March 14: Site visit to the BLM Lewistown Field Office, Lewistown, MT, Secretary Zinke will

meet with employees at the BLM’s Field Office.  Also Site visit to the BLM Regional HQ for Montana and

the Dakotas, Billings, MT.

 

Wednesday, March 15: Secretary Zinke will travel to Colorado to visit employees with the Denver

Service Center. Further details pending

 

Thursday, March 16: Visit to Rocky Mountain National Park.  Potential BUDGET media.

 

Friday, March 17:  Fly to Bozeman. Press conference in front of arch announcing historic park visitation.

Meeting with Yellowstone National Park about maintenance backlog and bison management issues.

 

Saturday March 18: Meeting with Sen. Murkowski in Bozeman area.

 

Further out.

 

3/31: Participate in the 100th Commemoration of the purchase of the Virgin Islands from Denmark.  The

Danish Prime Minister will participate.

 

ASSISTANCE NEEDED FROM CABINET AFFAIRS:

The Secretary is requesting that he attend this important event at the request of the President.

The Secretary is requesting military aircraft assistance with this trip.

The Secretary is requesting the White House provide a Proclamation and/or letter he can read from the

President acknowledging the commemoration.

Emergency Management
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In North Dakota, a bomb threat was received at the Standing Rock Middle School yesterday afternoon

after all students and staff had already vacated the premises. BIA, NPS, and USPP personnel responded,

and K-9s were used in the search of the building with negative results. As demobilization continues, the

Incident Command Post will relocate to the Fort Yates BIA Police Department.

 

Many protesters are traveling to newly-established anti-pipeline camps throughout the country, with a

stop in Washington, DC for a scheduled 4-day protest march. In conjunction with the protest in

Washington, DC, there is a scheduled protest at the North Dakota State Capitol on March 10, where a

forecast of snow and 12-degree temperatures may impact turnout.

 

In Oklahoma, the Irate Fire, located northeast of Lamar, OK, began on March 6 and has burned 2,000

acres. The fire is 40-percent contained and managed by a Type-4 Incident Management Team (IMT) with

8 DOI personnel assigned. There are 15 residential and 30 commercial structures threatened. The

containment date has been set for March 11.

 

Also in Oklahoma, the Spocogee Fire, located south of Mannford, OK and in the vicinity of the Osage

Reservation, began on March 1 and has burned 6,478 acres. The fire is 50-percent contained and

managed by a Type-4 IMT with 8 personnel assigned, including 5 DOI personnel. The containment date

for this fire has been set for March 15.

Media

Trump Meets With Secretary Zinke, Alaska Senators.

E&E Daily (3/8) reports on President Trump’s planned meeting with Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke and

Alaska Sens. Lisa Murkowski and Dan Sullivan. A spokeswoman for Murkowski “plans to discuss the wide

array of federal regulations and restrictions ... that are harming Alaska’s economy by preventing the

state from responsibly accessing its lands and resources.” Sullivan’s spokesman said the senator plans to

talk about growing Alaska’s economy by cutting regulations and reforming federal permitting. The

meeting comes as “Trump is reportedly preparing to sign an executive order lifting the Obama

administration’s moratorium on coal leasing on federal lands.”  The AP (3/8) reports that in a joint

statement, Murkowski and Sullivan said “they discussed everything from responsible resource

development to national security.”

Archaeology Groups Ask Secretary Zinke To Protect Bears Ears.

The Fronteras (3/8, Morales) reports that “seven archaeology groups in the southwest have asked the

new Interior secretary to support the Bears Ears national monument designation.” Carrie Heinonen,

director of the Museum of Northern Arizona, “said the Obama administration extensively vetted this

site.” Heinonen said, “The risk to future understanding of cultures that came before us is significant in

this particular national monument due to the extraordinarily rich nature of the number of objects

housed there.”

Cantwell Asks Secretary Zinke To Lift Suspension Of Valuation Rule.

The Seattle Times (3/8, Bernton) reports that Sen. Maria Cantwell, in a letter sent Tuesday to Interior

Department Secretary Ryan Zinke, “accused the Trump administration of unlawfully putting on hold an

Obama-era rule regulating oil, gas and coal valuations on federal lands.” Cantwell claimed that the

Interior Department “lacked the authority for the Feb. 22 suspension of the rule.” She requested that

Zinke “lift the stay on the rule.”

Ivanka Trump’s Landlord Involved In Dispute With US Government Over Proposed Mine.
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The Wall Street Journal (3/8, Maremont, Grimaldi) reports that Ivanka Trump and Jared Kushner are

renting their DC home from Chilean billionaire Andrónico Luksic, who bought the home following the

November election and whose company is involved in a dispute with the US government over its plan

build a copper-and-nickel mine next to a Minnesota wilderness area. The Obama Administration blocked

the plan in its final days and the company is now urging the Trump Administration to reverse the

decision.

White House Communications Report

DAILY COMMUNICATIONS REPORT (From Wednesday evening 6:15 pm)

Inquiries

 Axios (Jonathan Swan) REQUEST: As part of that story I will be reporting on an interaction between

Sec Zinke and the President. The way it's been described to me by a senior administration source:

"Zinke on his first day went right to the President and tried blowing him up saying I need my people

in here right now. And the President said, 'look we'll get your people in so long as they're our

people.'" RESPONSE: “The only thing Ryan Zinke has ever blown up was on the SEAL Teams. He is

however working hand in hand with the president on top Interior priorities.”

 

 E&E News (Brittany Patterson) REQUEST: BIA and other Interior agencies have in recent years doled

out a lot of grant money and staff support to tribes to craft climate change mitigation plans. What is

the new Secretary’s position on helping tribal nations plan for the impacts of climate change? Is the

Secretary of the Interior’s Tribal Climate Resilience Program expected to continue on? RESPONSE:

“the Secretary addressed the questions that were asked by the Senators. Concerning any other

projects at BIA the Secretary is just a week into the job and still learning from the agencies all the

different programs they have.”

 

 POLITICO, E&E, Bloomberg, AP and Others REQUEST: readout from POTUS/DOI/Alaska meeting.

RESPONSE: TBD

 

 CNN (Gregory Wallace) REQUEST: “Do you have any information you can provide on the status of

the Twin Metals Minnesota mining lawsuit and matter? This question is in regards to a Wall Street

Journal report today: https://www.wsj.com/articles/ivanka-trumps-landlord-is-a-chilean-billionaire-

suing-the-u-s-government-1489000307” RESPONSE: Referred the reporter to DOJ

Top Stories

Not a lot of news today from DOI. Expecting articles on the Secretary’s testimony at Indian Affairs this

evening and tomorrow morning.

Top Issues and Accomplishments

Zinke testified before the Senate Indian Affairs Committee at 2:30PM

 

Planning: Zinke’s trip to Glacier National Park, Yellowstone National Park, address to MT State

Legislature, Denver DOI Service Center

 

Federal Register Notices Cleared for Publishing (None Significant)

Items cleared for the Federal Register on Wednesday.

 

REG0006805 FWS Notice of Availability: Applications for American Burying-Beetle Amended

Industry Conservation Plan Participation Under the Endangered Species Act, FWS invites the public to
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comment on an incidental take permit application for the federally listed American burying beetle in

Oklahoma. Notice 03/07/2017

 

REG0006807 NPS Notice of Inventory Completion - Department of Anthropology, The University

of Tulsa, Tulsa, OK N2723 Pursuant to the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act

(NAGPRA), this Notice announces the completion of an inventory of human remains under the control of

the Department of Anthropology, The University of Tulsa, in Tulsa, Oklahoma.   Notice 03/07/2017

REG0006811 FWS Massasoit National Wildlife Refuge, Plymouth, MA; Draft Comprehensive

Conservation Plan and Environmental Assessment The National Wildlife Refuge System

Improvement Act of 1997 requires us to develop a CCP for each NWR.  CCPs provide refuge managers

with a 15-year plan for achieving refuge purposes and contributing toward the Refuge System mission,

consistent with sound principles of fish and wildlife conservation, legal mandates, and FWS policies.

 Notice 03/07/2017

 

REG0006812 NPS Notice of Inventory Completion - U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Southeast

Region, Hardeeville, SC N2732 Pursuant to the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act

(NAGPRA), this is a notice of completion of an inventory of human remains and associated funerary

objects removed from Limestone and Morgan Counties, Alabama, and Decatur County, Tennessee,

between 1953 and 1997.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Southeast Region (USFWS-SER) has control

of the remains and objects. Notice 03/07/2017

 

REG0006813 NPS Notice of Inventory Completion - Human Remains Repository, Department of

Anthropology, University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY N2741 Pursuant to the Native American Graves

Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), this Notice announces the completion of an inventory of

human remains under the control of the Department of Anthropology, University of Wyoming, in

Laramie, Wyoming.  The remains were removed from Kodiak Island, Alaska, prior to 1991. Notice

 03/07/2017

 

REG0006814 NPS Notice of Inventory Completion - Human Remains Repository, Department of

Anthropology, University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY N2746 Pursuant to the Native American Graves

Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), this Notice announces the completion of an inventory of

human remains and associated funerary objects under the control of the Department of Anthropology,

University of Wyoming, in Laramie, Wyoming.  The remains were removed from an unknown location

near Julesburg, Sedgwick County, Colorado, prior to 1995. Notice 03/07/2017

 

REG0006821 NPS Notice of Inventory Completion - Nebraska State Historical Society, Lincoln, NE

N2748 Pursuant to the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), this is a

Notice that the Nebraska State Historical Society (NSHS) has completed an inventory of human remains

and determined that there is a cultural affiliation between the remains and a present-day Indian tribe.

The  remains were removed from the Linwood site in Butler County, Nebraska, at some time before

1973. Notice 03/07/2017

 

REG0006823 NPS Notice of Inventory Completion - Nebraska State Historical Society, Lincoln, NE

N2747 Pursuant to the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), this Notice

announces that the Nebraska State Historical Society (NSHS) has completed an inventory of human

remains and associated funerary objects removed from the Woodcliff site in Saunders County,

Nebraska, in the 1960s and in 2002.  The site is a Native American village and cemetery complex that

was occupied around 1700-1800.    Notice 03/07/2017
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REG0006815 NPS Notice of Inventory Completion - U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service,

Ouachita National Forest, Hot Springs, AR N2688 Pursuant to the Native American Graves

Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), this Notice announces the completion of an inventory of

human remains and associated funerary objects under the control of the U.S. Department of

Agriculture, Forest Service, Ouachita National Forest in Hot Springs, Arkansas.  The remains and objects

were removed from McCurtain County, Oklahoma, between 1997 and 2005. Notice 03/07/2017

 

REG0006816 FWS Draft environmental assessment; Export Program for Certain Native Species

under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora FWS is

announcing the availability of a draft environmental assessment  under the National Environmental

Policy Act for the CITES Export Program (CEP) for certain native furbearer species.  Some native

furbearers are listed under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna

and Flora (CITES), including bobcat, river otter, Canada lynx, gray wolf, and brown bear.   Notice

 03/07/2017

 

REG0006817 NPS Notice of Inventory Completion - Museum of Northern Arizona, Flagstaff, AZ

N2736 Pursuant to the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), this Notice

announces the completion of an inventory of human remains under the control of the Museum of

Northern Arizona in Flagstaff, Arizona.  The remains were removed from the Van Liere Site, a Hohokam

settlement in Maricopa County, Arizona, in 1978. Notice 03/07/2017

 

REG0006818 NPS Notice of Inventory Completion - San Diego Museum of Man, San Diego, CA;

Correction N2721 Pursuant to the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act

(NAGPRA), this Notice announces the correction of an inventory of human remains and associated

funerary objects under the control of the San Diego Museum of Man in San Diego, California.  The

remains and objects were removed in the La Jolla area of San Diego, and the inventory was announced

in a Notice published on Jan. 27, 2016. Notice 03/07/2017

 

REG0006819 NPS Notice of Inventory Completion - Museum of Northern Arizona, Flagstaff, AZ;

Correction N2735 This Notice corrects an inventory of human remains and associated funerary

objects completed by the Museum of Northern Arizona in Flagstaff, Arizona, and published on Sept. 11,

2006 (71 FR 53469).  The remains and objects were removed from the Cashion site in Maricopa County,

Arizona. Notice 03/07/2017

 

REG0006820 NPS Notice of Intent to Repatriate Cultural Items - Denver Museum of Nature &

Science, Denver, CO N2745 Pursuant to the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act

(NAGPRA), this is a Notice of Intent to Repatriate Cultural Items under the control of the Denver

Museum of Nature & Science in Denver, Colorado.  The six cultural items, masks from the Onondaga

Reservation in New York, meet the definition of sacred objects. Notice 03/07/2017
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