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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 5/5/17

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor
 
Status of the Secretary

TODAY: The Secretary will be on the CBS morning show for Doggy Day.
TODAY: The Secretary will have an Interview with Dana Perino, Fox News.
TODAY: The Secretary will have an interview with Hugh Hewitt.
TODAY: The Secretary will have an interview on SiriusXM Wilkow.
TODAY: The Secretary will travel to Montana.
 
SCHEDULE:
Saturday, May 6, 2017
Montana State University-Northern Spring Commencement
               
Sunday, May 7, 2017
Wheels down Salt Lake City International Airport
Private Meeting with Governor Gary Herbert & Utah Senators
Meeting with State Historic Preservation Office & Utah Department of Heritage and Arts
Meeting with Legislative Leadership & Utah Attorney General Sean Reyes
Meeting with Utah School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA)
Meeting with Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition
Utah Office of Outdoor Recreation Dinner
 
Monday, May 8, 2017
Breakfast Meeting with Utah Federal Delegation
Fly over Grand Staircase Escalante National Monument en route
Black Hawk Helicopter Tour (South Portion of Monument)
HOLD for Media Access - Bears Ears National Monument
Hiking Tour of Bears Ears National Monument
Depart Bears Ears National Monument en route Blanding, UT
Meeting with Friends of Cedar Mesa
Dinner at Edge of Cedar Mesa Museum Hosted by Governor Herbert
 
Tuesday, May 9, 2017
The Nature Conservancy’s Dugout Ranch
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HOLD: Media Access - Trailhead at Bears Ears National Monument
Tour Monument via Horseback to Predetermined Sites
Wheels Up Blanding, UT (KBDG)               en route Kanab, UT (KKNB)
                                               
Wednesday, May 10, 2017
Breakfast Meeting with Kane and Garfield County Commissioners and Area Legislators
Driving Tour of Portions of Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument
State Helicopter Tour of Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument
HOLD: Media Access
Wheels Up Kanab, UT (KKNB) en route Salt Lake City, UT (SLC)
Holiday Inn Express & Suites Salt Lake City-Airport East

 
Thursday, May 11, 2017
POLITICAL EVENT: Keynote Remarks at the RNC Spring Meeting Dinner
 
Friday, May 12, 2017
Wheels down Billings, MT
VPOTUS lands at 1:00pm MDT
Arrive at Westmoreland Coal Company Tour of Westmoreland Coal Company Property on
Horseback
Roundtable with Tribal Leaders & Absaloka Mine Energy Producers
POLITICAL EVENT: Rally for Greg Gianforte, Candidate for MT-AL
VPOTUS remarks at 6:35PM
 
Long Range: 5/25-5/28. The Secretary will participate in a CODEL sponsored by Senator
Murkowski.  Arctic Council.  Norway, Greenland, Alaska.  Various AK events 5/29-5/31.
 
Upcoming Media

TODAY: The Department will issue a press release and a Federal Register notice requesting
information related to the review of the National Monuments under the President’s EO.
“Interior Department Releases List of Monuments Under Review, Announces First-Ever

for Public to Weigh in on Monuments” - WASHINGTON – The Department of the Interior
today announced the first ever opportunity for members of the public to officially weigh in on
monument designations under the Antiquities Act of 1906, and the Department released the final
list of monuments that will be reviewed under the President’s Executive Order 13792, issued
April 26, 2017. A public comment period is not required for monument designations under the
Antiquities Act, however, Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke and President Trump both
strongly believe local input is a critical component of federal land management.
 
[I am attaching at the end of this report the list of monuments to be reviewed based on the
criteria in the Executive Order.]
 
Speaking Invitations

Accepted
5/6 Montana State University-Northern Commencement Address (Havre, MT)
5/16 DOI Annual Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Ceremony (DC)
5/31 Alaska Oil and Gas Association Conference remarks in Anchorage
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Regretted
5/10 Association of California Water Agencies 2017 Spring Conference (Monterey, CA)
5/11 Safari Club International Lobby Day (Crystal City, VA)
5/12 Heritage Foundation's Edwin Meese III Center for Legal and Judicial Studies' 2017 Spring
Legal Strategy Forum (Colorado Springs, CO)
5/19 Montana Logging Association Annual Meeting (Bozeman, MT)
 
Outstanding Invitations in Process
5/24 Virginia Chamber of Commerce Energy Conference
 
Emergency Management

In Georgia, the West Mims Fire in the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge has burned 111,650
(+3,804) acres. The fire is 12 (+4)-percent contained and managed by a Type-1 IMT with 503
(+11) personnel, including 87 (+8) DOI personnel. There are 87 (no change) residences and 17
(no change) commercial structures threatened. The containment date remains November 1.
 
The National Weather Service reports improving conditions in the central Plains and Midwest,
where flood response, including USGS support, continues.
 
Media of Interest

Secretary Zinke To Meet With Bears Ears Tribal Leaders.

The High Country (CO) News (5/4, Blankenbuehler) reports that During a Wednesday
conference call, the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition requested an audience with Interior
Secretary Ryan Zinke. Following the call, “a staffer from the Bureau of Land Management’s
Utah office called the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition on behalf of Interior to set up a meeting
with Zinke.” According to the coalition, tribal leaders will meet with Zinke on Sunday in Salt
Lake City.
 
North Dakota Gov. Burgum: Trump Appointees Good For State.

The Minot (ND) Daily News (5/4, Ogden) reports that North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum “said
he thinks the biggest change for North Dakota as a result of the Trump administration is the
president’s new team, in particular, two of its members,” Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke and
Environmental Protection Agency administration Scott Pruitt. Burgum believes that Zinke will
be “good for North Dakota for agriculture, energy, for the tribes, etc.”
 
New Mexico Issues Wolf Release Permit To FWS.

The AP (5/4, Bryan) reports that “despite a pending legal battle over efforts to reintroduce
endangered Mexican gray wolves in the American Southwest, New Mexico has cleared the way
for the federal government to place two captive-born wolf pups with wild foster families.” A
permit issued this week by the state Game and Fish Department arrives “after a federal court
recently lifted a temporary restraining order that had stopped the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
from releasing more of the endangered animals.” While New Mexico “still plans to pursue its
case in court, the 30-day permit allows for federal wildlife managers to place up to two pups in a
den in the Gila National Forest as part of a project aimed at boosting the genetic diversity of
wolves in the wild in New Mexico and Arizona.”
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Legislation Introduced To Stop Offshore Seismic Airgun Use.

WHYY-FM Philadelphia (5/4, Auciello) reports that Rep. Frank A. LoBiondo has “introduced
legislation to halt permits for controversial seismic airgun blasting along the Atlantic seaboard.”
LoBiondo “says the practice, used by petroleum companies to identify oil and gas reservoirs
deep in the ocean floor, has ‘significant, adverse effects’ on marine life.” He said, “The
ecological damage and negative economic impact caused by seismic testing is clear, which is
why there is near-unanimous opposition from local concerned residents, commercial and
recreational fishermen, and environmentalists along the Jersey Shore. This bipartisan legislation
reaffirms my strong opposition to seismic air-gun testing in waters off South Jersey.”
 
Editorial: Offshore Drilling Opposed.

In an editorial, the Newport News (VA) Daily Press (5/3) opposes offshore drilling and recent
President Trump’s recent “America First” energy executive order. It argues that “at the present
time, there is less urgency than any time in recent memory for an increase in domestic oil
production” because “our nation has increased oil production and decreased consumption.” As
such, “a risk-reward analysis here would be terribly one-sided.”
 
Dakota Access Fills As It Prepares To Start Service.

Bloomberg BNA (5/4) reports the Dakota Access Pipeline is being filled with crude oil as it
prepares to go into service on May 14. Analysts say the line should rearrange some crude oil
flows and boost profit margins for producers in North Dakota. Many production companies and
investment bank analysts expect the line to be a boost to gross margins in to $1-3 a barrel range
as transportation costs drop and North Dakota prices rise as it assumes greater market access in
the Midwest and South.
 
Torres Backs Review Of Antiquities Act.

The Saipan (MNP) Tribune (5/3, Perez) reports that Gov. Ralph DLG Torres, “who witnessed
President Donald Trump sign an executive order mandating a review of the Antiquities Act, said
there is a need to review the law to ensure that it upholds its original intent.” Torres said, “I
support the President’s decision to review these declarations to ensure they uphold their intents
and provide benefits to the people who must live with the long term effects of their [national
monuments] presence.”
 
White House Communications Report (sent to WH Comms, Thursday.)
 

Federal Register Listings.

Nothing was cleared for the FR on Thursday.

NATIONAL MONUMENTS BEING INITIALLY REVIEWED PURSUANT TO CRITERIA IN

EXECUTIVE ORDER 13792

Monument Location Year(s) Acreage

Rose Atoll American Samoa 2009 8,609,045
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Grand Canyon-Parashant Arizona 2000 1,014,000

Ironwood Forest Arizona 2000 128,917

Sonoran Desert Arizona 2001 486.149

Vermilion Cliffs Arizona 2000 279,568

Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Atlantic Ocean 2016 3,114,320

Berryessa Snow Mountain California 2015 330,780

Carrizo Plain California 2001 204,107

Giant Sequoia California 2000 327,760

Mojave Trails California 2016 1,600,000

Sand to Snow California 2016 154,000

San Gabriel Mountains California 2014 346,177

Marianas Trench CNMI/Pacific 
Ocean

2009 60,938,240

Canyons of the Ancients Colorado 2000 175,160

Papahanaumokuakea Hawaii 2006/2016 89,600,000

Craters of the Moon Idaho  1924/2000  737,525

Upper Missouri River Breaks Montana 2001 377,346

Basin and Range Nevada 2015 703,585

Gold Butte Nevada 2016 296,937

Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks New Mexico 2014 496,330

Rio Grande del Norte New Mexico 2013 242,555

Cascade Siskiyou Oregon 2000/2017 100,000

Pacific Remote Islands Pacific Ocean 2009 55,608,320
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Bears Ears Utah 2016 1,353,000

Grand Staircase-Escalante Utah 1996 1,700,000

Hanford Reach Washington 2000 194,450.93

NATIONAL MONUMENTS BEING REVIEWED TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE

DESIGNATION OR EXPANSION WAS MADE WITHOUT ADEQUATE PUBLIC OUTREACH

AND COORDINATION WITH RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS

Katahadin Woods and Waters Maine 2016 87,563

Doug Domenech

Senior Advisor
US Department of the Interior
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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS – 5/5/17

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor

 

Status of the Secretary

TODAY: The Secretary will be on the CBS morning show for Doggy Day.

TODAY: The Secretary will have an Interview with Dana Perino, Fox News.

TODAY: The Secretary will have an interview with Hugh Hewitt.

TODAY: The Secretary will have an interview on SiriusXM Wilkow.

TODAY: The Secretary will travel to Montana.

 

SCHEDULE:   

Saturday, May 6, 2017

Montana State University-Northern Spring Commencement

  

Sunday, May 7, 2017

Wheels down Salt Lake City International Airport

Private Meeting with Governor Gary Herbert & Utah Senators

Meeting with State Historic Preservation Office & Utah Department of Heritage and Arts

Meeting with Legislative Leadership & Utah Attorney General Sean Reyes

Meeting with Utah School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA)

Meeting with Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition

Utah Office of Outdoor Recreation Dinner

 

Monday, May 8, 2017

Breakfast Meeting with Utah Federal Delegation

Fly over Grand Staircase Escalante National Monument en route

Black Hawk Helicopter Tour (South Portion of Monument)

HOLD for Media Access - Bears Ears National Monument

Hiking Tour of Bears Ears National Monument

Depart Bears Ears National Monument en route Blanding, UT

Meeting with Friends of Cedar Mesa

Dinner at Edge of Cedar Mesa Museum Hosted by Governor Herbert

 

Tuesday, May 9, 2017

The Nature Conservancy’s Dugout Ranch

HOLD: Media Access - Trailhead at Bears Ears National Monument

Tour Monument via Horseback to Predetermined Sites

Wheels Up Blanding, UT (KBDG)  en route Kanab, UT (KKNB)

   

Wednesday, May 10, 2017

Breakfast Meeting with Kane and Garfield County Commissioners and Area Legislators

Driving Tour of Portions of Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument  

State Helicopter Tour of Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument  

HOLD: Media Access  

Wheels Up Kanab, UT (KKNB) en route Salt Lake City, UT (SLC)

Holiday Inn Express & Suites Salt Lake City-Airport East

 

Thursday, May 11, 2017
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POLITICAL EVENT: Keynote Remarks at the RNC Spring Meeting Dinner

 

Friday, May 12, 2017

Wheels down Billings, MT

VPOTUS lands at 1:00pm MDT

Arrive at Westmoreland Coal Company Tour of Westmoreland Coal Company Property on Horseback

Roundtable with Tribal Leaders & Absaloka Mine Energy Producers

POLITICAL EVENT: Rally for Greg Gianforte, Candidate for MT-AL

VPOTUS remarks at 6:35PM

 

Long Range: 5/25-5/28. The Secretary will participate in a CODEL sponsored by Senator Murkowski.

Arctic Council.  Norway, Greenland, Alaska.  Various AK events 5/29-5/31.

Upcoming Media

TODAY: The Department will issue a press release and a Federal Register notice requesting information

related to the review of the National Monuments under the President’s EO. 

“Interior Department Releases List of Monuments Under Review, Announces First-Ever for Public to

Weigh in on Monuments” - WASHINGTON – The Department of the Interior today announced the first

ever opportunity for members of the public to officially weigh in on monument designations under the

Antiquities Act of 1906, and the Department released the final list of monuments that will be reviewed

under the President’s Executive Order 13792, issued April 26, 2017. A public comment period is not

required for monument designations under the Antiquities Act, however, Secretary of the Interior Ryan

Zinke and President Trump both strongly believe local input is a critical component of federal land

management.

 

[I am attaching at the end of this report the list of monuments to be reviewed based on the criteria in

the Executive Order.]

Speaking Invitations

Accepted

5/6 Montana State University-Northern Commencement Address (Havre, MT)

5/16 DOI Annual Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Ceremony (DC)

5/31 Alaska Oil and Gas Association Conference remarks in Anchorage

 

Regretted

5/10 Association of California Water Agencies 2017 Spring Conference (Monterey, CA)

5/11 Safari Club International Lobby Day (Crystal City, VA)

5/12 Heritage Foundation's Edwin Meese III Center for Legal and Judicial Studies' 2017 Spring Legal

Strategy Forum (Colorado Springs, CO)

5/19 Montana Logging Association Annual Meeting (Bozeman, MT)

 

Outstanding Invitations in Process

5/24 Virginia Chamber of Commerce Energy Conference

Emergency Management

In Georgia, the West Mims Fire in the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge has burned 111,650 (+3,804)

acres. The fire is 12 (+4)-percent contained and managed by a Type-1 IMT with 503 (+11) personnel,
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including 87 (+8) DOI personnel. There are 87 (no change) residences and 17 (no change) commercial

structures threatened. The containment date remains November 1.

 

The National Weather Service reports improving conditions in the central Plains and Midwest, where

flood response, including USGS support, continues.

Media of Interest

Secretary Zinke To Meet With Bears Ears Tribal Leaders.

The High Country (CO) News (5/4, Blankenbuehler) reports that During a Wednesday conference call,

the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition requested an audience with Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke. Following

the call, “a staffer from the Bureau of Land Management’s Utah office called the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal

Coalition on behalf of Interior to set up a meeting with Zinke.” According to the coalition, tribal leaders

will meet with Zinke on Sunday in Salt Lake City.

North Dakota Gov. Burgum: Trump Appointees Good For State.

The Minot (ND) Daily News (5/4, Ogden) reports that North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum “said he thinks

the biggest change for North Dakota as a result of the Trump administration is the president’s new

team, in particular, two of its members,” Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke and Environmental Protection

Agency administration Scott Pruitt. Burgum believes that Zinke will be “good for North Dakota for

agriculture, energy, for the tribes, etc.”

 

New Mexico Issues Wolf Release Permit To FWS.

The AP (5/4, Bryan) reports that “despite a pending legal battle over efforts to reintroduce endangered

Mexican gray wolves in the American Southwest, New Mexico has cleared the way for the federal

government to place two captive-born wolf pups with wild foster families.” A permit issued this week by

the state Game and Fish Department arrives “after a federal court recently lifted a temporary restraining

order that had stopped the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service from releasing more of the endangered

animals.” While New Mexico “still plans to pursue its case in court, the 30-day permit allows for federal

wildlife managers to place up to two pups in a den in the Gila National Forest as part of a project aimed

at boosting the genetic diversity of wolves in the wild in New Mexico and Arizona.”

Legislation Introduced To Stop Offshore Seismic Airgun Use.

WHYY-FM Philadelphia (5/4, Auciello) reports that Rep. Frank A. LoBiondo has “introduced legislation to

halt permits for controversial seismic airgun blasting along the Atlantic seaboard.” LoBiondo “says the

practice, used by petroleum companies to identify oil and gas reservoirs deep in the ocean floor, has

‘significant, adverse effects’ on marine life.” He said, “The ecological damage and negative economic

impact caused by seismic testing is clear, which is why there is near-unanimous opposition from local

concerned residents, commercial and recreational fishermen, and environmentalists along the Jersey

Shore. This bipartisan legislation reaffirms my strong opposition to seismic air-gun testing in waters off

South Jersey.”

Editorial: Offshore Drilling Opposed.

In an editorial, the Newport News (VA) Daily Press (5/3) opposes offshore drilling and recent President

Trump’s recent “America First” energy executive order. It argues that “at the present time, there is less

urgency than any time in recent memory for an increase in domestic oil production” because “our

nation has increased oil production and decreased consumption.” As such, “a risk-reward analysis here

would be terribly one-sided.”
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Dakota Access Fills As It Prepares To Start Service.

Bloomberg BNA (5/4) reports the Dakota Access Pipeline is being filled with crude oil as it prepares to go

into service on May 14. Analysts say the line should rearrange some crude oil flows and boost profit

margins for producers in North Dakota. Many production companies and investment bank analysts

expect the line to be a boost to gross margins in to $1-3 a barrel range as transportation costs drop and

North Dakota prices rise as it assumes greater market access in the Midwest and South.

Torres Backs Review Of Antiquities Act.

The Saipan (MNP) Tribune (5/3, Perez) reports that Gov. Ralph DLG Torres, “who witnessed President

Donald Trump sign an executive order mandating a review of the Antiquities Act, said there is a need to

review the law to ensure that it upholds its original intent.” Torres said, “I support the President’s

decision to review these declarations to ensure they uphold their intents and provide benefits to the

people who must live with the long term effects of their [national monuments] presence.”

 

White House Communications Report (sent to WH Comms, Thursday.)

Federal Register Listings.

Nothing was cleared for the FR on Thursday.
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NATIONAL MONUMENTS BEING INITIALLY REVIEWED PURSUANT TO CRITERIA IN

EXECUTIVE ORDER 13792

Monument Location Year(s) Acreage

Rose Atoll American Samoa 2009 8,609,045

Grand Canyon-Parashant Arizona 2000 1,014,000

Ironwood Forest Arizona 2000 128,917

Sonoran Desert Arizona 2001 486.149

Vermilion Cliffs Arizona 2000 279,568

Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Atlantic Ocean 2016 3,114,320

Berryessa Snow Mountain California 2015 330,780

Carrizo Plain California 2001 204,107

Giant Sequoia California 2000 327,760

Mojave Trails California 2016 1,600,000

Sand to Snow California 2016 154,000

San Gabriel Mountains California 2014 346,177

Marianas Trench CNMI/Pacific 

Ocean

2009 60,938,240

Canyons of the Ancients Colorado 2000 175,160

Papahanaumokuakea Hawaii 2006/2016 89,600,000

Craters of the Moon  Idaho  1924/2000  737,525

Upper Missouri River Breaks Montana 2001 377,346

Basin and Range Nevada 2015 703,585

Gold Butte Nevada 2016 296,937

Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks New Mexico 2014 496,330

Rio Grande del Norte New Mexico 2013 242,555

Cascade Siskiyou  Oregon 2000/2017 100,000

Pacific Remote Islands Pacific Ocean 2009 55,608,320

Bears Ears Utah 2016 1,353,000

Grand Staircase-Escalante Utah 1996 1,700,000

Hanford Reach Washington 2000 194,450.93

NATIONAL MONUMENTS BEING REVIEWED TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE

DESIGNATION OR EXPANSION WAS MADE WITHOUT ADEQUATE PUBLIC OUTREACH

AND COORDINATION WITH RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS

Katahadin Woods and Waters Maine 2016 87,563
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