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Hi Sally, Peter, and Cindy - the Monthly Hot Topic Snapshot for the week of

February 27 is attached for us to go over at today's check in. The tracking

spreadsheet is also attached. Thanks.

Britta Nelson, M.P.A., Program Analyst
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livestock; limited to designated routes yearlong; 400 acres of ERMA prescription (potentially); and mostly VRM

III.   

 

● Carlsbad Field Office DRMP/DEIS. New Mexico.

o Director’s Brief was held on 09-27-16.  Met with NMSO and WO210 to follow-up. 

o Follow up: New Mexico is updating the briefing information related to lands with wilderness characteristics,

including specifying acreage that the office will be protecting, maintaining, and not protecting; providing more

detailed rationale for these decisions; clarifying that the entire FO was inventoried; and updating the maps to

make acreage protected/maintained/not protected more clear. Information related to WSR suitability will also

be included either verbally or in the PowerPoint presentation. 

o Update: 02-03-17. Updated rationale provided by Carlsbad for WSR, under review.

o AD Brief held 08-18-16. Pre-brief held 08-09-16.

 

● Rio Puerco PRMP/FEIS. New Mexico.

o AD’s Brief TBD.

o No outstanding 410 issues. Rationale provided for lands with wilderness characteristics decisions (77%

protected, 19% impacts minimized, 4% (1,663 acres) not protected. 

▪ The 1,663 acres is separated from other wilderness characteristics acres by natural geological barriers and

has a separate access route. Area had interest from both the Wilderness Society and National Four Wheel

Drive Association. New Mexico met with both groups and reached what everyone agreed was an equitable

management approach. New Mexico received a "3 cape" award from the Wilderness Society for their

efforts.
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