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Western Caucus Encourages Trump to Think Big and Act
Big-League in Monuments Review

       

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today, Congressional Western Caucus Chairman Paul A. Gosar
D.D.S. (AZ-04), Western Caucus Members Andy Biggs (AZ-05) and Doug LaMalfa (CA-01),
and Congressman Daniel Webster (FL-11) issued the following statements after 24 Members of
Congress sent a letter to President Trump applauding his monument review and offering
recommendations for monuments:

“By issuing his Executive Order to review recent monument designations, President Trump
showed he was committed to making sure our land policies make sense and work in the national
economic interest,” said Congressman Gosar. “More than that, though, his action is
demonstrative of his Administration’s commitment to the United States being a nation ruled by
the laws, executed faithfully - not by one man doing as he pleases. There is overwhelming reason
to believe the previous Administration did not share any of these goals, as evidenced by President
Obama’s frenzied use of the Antiquities Act. Today, we are grateful to President Trump for
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considering these recommendations as we continue working to right past wrongs on the path to
American energy dominance and economic prosperity.” 

Congressman Biggs stated, “The Western Caucus is working closely with the Trump
administration to provide comments and recommendations on the twenty-seven monuments under
review.  These efforts are a good first step to overturn some of President Obama’s
unconstitutional land grabs.  Moving forward, our Caucus will be working together to reform the
outdated 1906 Antiquities Act.  It is time to bring more jobs and economic freedom to the West,
and I am confident that President Trump and Secretary Zinke share our affinity to see this
happen.”

“The original intent of the Antiquities Act was to set aside the smallest area of land possible in
order to protect sites of historical or other significance, however, those parameters have been
largely ignored in recent years,” said Congressman LaMalfa. “Under previous Presidents, most
notably the Obama Administration, this abuse of Executive power has truly gotten out of hand. In
the case of the Cascade-Siskiyou monument that now bleeds into California’s 1st district,
unaccountable expansion now limits the public’s access to the land and limits the federal
government’s ability to properly manage it. I’m happy to see the President is serious about
reviewing and reforming this antiquated law, and I hope this recommendation to accept local
input is considered thoroughly.”

“President Obama’s administration abused the powers of the Antiquities Act with unprecedented
monument designations that removed millions of acres of land from productive economic use and
local control.  Hundreds of millions of these acres included marine monuments in the Pacific; a
similar future monument designation in the Gulf could destroy Florida’s tourist and fishing
economy.  I am encouraged that President Trump and Secretary Zinke are reviewing these
Obama-era actions and urge them to take appropriate action to rescind or reduce many of these
monument designations.  We must work with the Trump administration to reform the Antiquities
Act to prevent future abuse. I am confident we can find solutions that preserve and protect
archeological sites, which is the purpose of the Antiquities Act, without harming our growing
economy,” said Congressman Webster. 

Background:

Today, Congressional Western Caucus Chairman Gosar (AZ-04) and Western Caucus Member
Andy Biggs (AZ-05) led a letter signed by 24 Members of Congress encouraging President
Trump “to think big and act bigger” in his monuments review resulting from Executive Order
13792 issued on April 26, 2017.

The 24 signers of the letter include: Representatives Mark Amodei (NV-02), Brian Babin (TX-
36), Andy Biggs (AZ-05), Dave Bratt (VA-07), Paul Cook (CA-08), Kevin Cramer (ND-At
Large), Jeff Duncan (SC-03), John Duncan (TN-02), Blake Farenthold (TX-27), Trent Franks
(AZ-08), Paul Gosar (AZ-04), Walter Jones (NC-03), Steve King (IA-04), Doug LaMalfa (CA-
01), Doug Lamborn (CO-05), Tom McClintock (CA-04), Steve Pearce (NM-02), Aumua Amata
Coleman Radewagen (AS-At Large), Pete Sessions (TX-32), Randy Weber (TX-14), Daniel
Webster (FL-11), Ted Yoho (FL-03) and Don Young (AK-At Large).

The letter was endorsed by: the American Farm Bureau Federation, Americans for Responsible
Recreation Access, the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association and the Public Lands Council.

To read the full letter and recommendations click HERE.

Based on the parameters of President Trump’s April 2017 Executive Order Secretary Zinke
announced in the Federal Register that his review would include 27 different land and marine
monuments.
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-- 
Micah Chambers
Acting Director 
Office of Congressional & Legislative Affairs
Office of the Secretary of the Interior
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