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For Immediate Release

Contact: Kirsten Rappleye

rappleye@utah.gov

801.505.1457

Gov. Herbert statement on national monument review executive order

SALT LAKE CITY (April 26, 2017) — After witnessing the president’s signing of the Executive

Order for a Review of Designations under the Antiquities Act at the Department of the Interior in

Washington, D.C. today, Gov. Gary R. Herbert offered the following comments:
I appreciate President Trump, Vice President Pence and Secretary Zinke’s comments
and actions today to address the historical abuse of the Antiquities Act. The review
ordered is critically important and holds the potential for a great restoration of integrity.
Throughout its history, the state of Utah has had something of a Jekyll and Hyde
relationship with the act. We have been the beneficiary of assertive, yet measured,
presidential action using this tool; but we have also felt a deep and lasting burden when
it has been misused.
Four of Utah’s five magnificent national parks began as national monuments. Utah is
proud of these parks, but the associated monument designations were small, appropriate
and fell within the clear scope and intent of the law. These designations encompassed
the smallest area necessary to protect the objects in question. They were also largely
brought about with the support of local impacted communities and with the support of
Utah’s leaders.
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Utah, however, has also experienced a great downside of the Antiquities Act as it began
to be misused. We know firsthand what happens when the law is abused for unworthy
political purposes. The Grand Staircase Escalante designation and the recent
controversial Bears Ears designation are key examples of this, and I am confident that
the upcoming review will lead to positive outcomes for Utah and for those who call the
beautiful Bears Ears area home.

I am grateful to President Trump for undertaking this important process. Utah looks
forward to continually working with the president’s administration to ensure that the
Antiquities Act is restored to its proper scope and use. It is time for a course correction.

A previously recorded live stream of the signing can be found here.
#H##

You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "GV Mass" group.

To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to
gvmass+unsubscribe@utah.gov.

For more options, visit https://groups.google.com/a/utah.gov/d/optout.

Megan M. Crandall
Bureau of Land Management
Communications

Ph: 801-539-4018
Cell:  385-315-5271

Fax: 801-539-4013
Join the Conversation!
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Gov. Herbert statement on national monument review executive order

SALT LAKE CITY (April 26, 2017) — After witnessing the president’s signing of the Executive Order for
a Review of Designations under the Antiquities Act at the Department of the Interior in Washington, D.C.
today, Gov. Gary R. Herbert offered the following comments:

I appreciate President Trump, Vice President Pence and Secretary Zinke’s comments and actions
today to address the historical abuse of the Antiquities Act. The review ordered is critically
important and holds the potential for a great restoration of integrity.

Throughout its history, the state of Utah has had something of a Jekyll and Hyde relationship with
the act. We have been the beneficiary of assertive, yet measured, presidential action using this
tool; but we have also felt a deep and lasting burden when it has been misused.

Four of Utah’s five magnificent national parks began as national monuments. Utah is proud of
these parks, but the associated monument designations were small, appropriate and fell within the
clear scope and intent of the law. These designations encompassed the smallest area necessary to
protect the objects in question. They were also largely brought about with the support of local
impacted communities and with the support of Utah’s leaders.

Utah, however, has also experienced a great downside of the Antiquities Act as it began to be
misused. We know firsthand what happens when the law is abused for unworthy political
purposes. The Grand Staircase Escalante designation and the recent controversial Bears Ears
designation are key examples of this, and I am confident that the upcoming review will lead to
positive outcomes for Utah and for those who call the beautiful Bears Ears area home.

I am grateful to President Trump for undertaking this important process. Utah looks forward to
continually working with the president’s administration to ensure that the Antiquities Act is
restored to its proper scope and use. It is time for a course correction.

A previously recorded live stream of the signing can be found here.
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