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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS - 6/20/17
Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison

Status of the Secretary
The Secretary is in Washington, DC this week.

TODAY:

Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee Hearing.

Speak at the Institute for 21* Century Energy US Chamber of Commerce.
Meeting with MT Nature Conservancy.

Meeting with Packard and Hewlett Foundations.

THIS WEEK:

6/21: Senate Interior Appropriations Hearing, Emergency Management Training Exercise.
6/22: House Natural Resources Committee Hearing

6/23: FEMA Hurricane Preparedness Exercise

CONGRESSIONAL MATTERS

APPROPRIATIONS HEARINGS:

June 20: Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee Hearing
June 21: Senate Interior Appropriations Hearing

June 22: House Natural Resources Committee Hearing

OTHER HEARINGS

Tuesday, June 20

2:30pm: Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee

Subcommittee oversight hearing to examine collaborative initiatives on restoring watersheds and
large landscapes across boundaries through state and federal partnerships

Witness: Kristin Bail, AD for Resources and Planning, BLM

Wednesday, June 21
10:00am: House Natural Resources Committee
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Legislative Hearing on Discussion Draft of H.R. "Helium Extraction Act of 2017"
Witness: Tim Spisak, AD for Energy, Minerals, and Realty Management, BLM

Interior Media Today

BLM Postpones Oil and Gas Regulations, Plans to Revise them through rulemaking
WASHINGTON — Through a notice published in the Federal Register on Thursday, June 15,
2017, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) postponed the compliance dates for certain oil
and gas regulations contained in the 2016 final rule entitled, “Waste Prevention, Production
Subject to Royalties, and Resource Conservation” (2016 final rule). ["In addition to issuing the
immediate postponement of upcoming deadlines, DOI is working on proposed rules that would
remove unnecessary burdens imposed by the existing rule and extend current compliance
deadlines while these revisions are being developed,” said Vincent DeVito, Counselor for
Energy Policy to the Secretary of the Interior. "Extending the filing deadlines in the court
proceedings will enable the agency to focus on making these changes and would benefit all
parties by avoiding needless litigation."

NOTE for tomorrow: Cook Inlet (Alaska) Oil and Gas Lease Sale 244

The Proposed Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 2012-2017
includes one special-interest lease sale in the Cook Inlet Planning Area (Sale 244). This sale is
currently scheduled for June 21, 2017. The bid reading will be live-streamed from this page. The
web stream will be accessible beginning at 9 a.m. Alaska Time; the bid reading will begin at 10
a.m. Alaska time.

(Likely) Zinke Defends President’s Budget Before Senate ENR Committee...

Distribution Plan Available for FY 2017 Funding for Bureau of Reclamation
A majority of funding will be available for water conservation and delivery, Western drought
response and rural water projects

WASHINGTON — Bureau of Reclamation Acting Commissioner Alan Mikkelsen today released
the spending plan for $112.3 million of the total $179.3 million provided to Reclamation in the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2017, which provided funds in six categories within Water
and Related Resources for Reclamation activities. The funds will go toward water conservation
and delivery, Western drought response, rural water projects, and other important projects.

"A sustainable water supply is important to everyone throughout the West," Acting
Commissioner Mikkelsen said. "The funding in this spending plan will assist infrastructure
improvements that supports Reclamation's mission of delivering water and generating power in
the Western United States."

The funding of $112.3 million is divided among six categories:

water conservation and delivery ($12.0 million);

Western drought response ($40.0 million);

rural water ($46.5 million);

environmental restoration and compliance ($7.0 million);

fish passage and fish screens ($5.0 million); and

facility operations, maintenance, and rehabilitation ($1.8 million).
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_Sneaking Invitations

Accepted
None

Regretted
6/20 Conservation Fund's National Summit on Infrastructure and the Environment (DC)

6/21 Independent Petroleum Association of America (Laguna Niguel, CA)

6/21 Energy Exposition (Loveland, CO)

6/21 Congressional Travel & Tourism Summit (DC)

6/23 US Conference of Mayors (Miami, FL)

6/24 Outdoor Writers Association of America Annual Conference (Duluth, MN)

6/24 Huntley Project Museum of Irrigated Agriculture Anniversary (Huntley, MT)

6/26 Rocky Mountain Coal Mining Institute Conference and Annual Meeting (Colorado Springs,
CO)

6/28 Aspen Ideas Festival for Climate (Aspen, CO)

6/28 Intertribal Timber Council's 41st Annual National Indian Timber Symposium (Yakima,
WA)

Outstanding Invitations in Process

6/26 American Indian Higher Education Coalition Board of Directors Meeting (DC)
6/27 6th Annual Bipartisan Tribute to Veterans and Veterans in Congress (DC)

6/27 National American Housing Council (Nashville, TN)

7/5 Crans Montana Forum Annual Session (Barcelona, Spain)

7/11 Blue Dog Coalition Dinner (DC)

Emergency Management

As of 5:00 a.m. EDT, a disturbance characterized as having potential to become Tropical
Cyclone Three was located approximately 305 miles south-southwest of the mouth of the
Mississippi River. The disturbance is expected to be near the Louisiana coast by Wednesday
night, with some slight strengthening possible before the system reaches the coast. A Tropical
Storm Warning is in effect from Cameron, Louisiana to the mouth of the Pearl River,
accompanied by a Tropical Storm Watch from west of Cameron, Louisiana to High Island,
Texas. Tropical storm conditions are expected within the warning area this afternoon. The
greatest threat is inundation of 1 to 3 feet along the coast in the Tropical Storm Warning area.
Total rain accumulations of 4 to 8 inches with isolated maximum amounts of 10 inches are
expected over southeastern Louisiana, southern Mississippi, southern Alabama, and the Florida
Panhandle through Thursday morning. Rainfall amounts of 2 to 4 inches with isolated maximum
amounts of 6 inches can be expected farther west, from southwestern Louisiana to southeastern
Texas, through Thursday morning.

Interior Media Report
Submitted 6/19/17

DAILY COMMUNICATIONS REPORT
Inquiries
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Eric Lipton (NY Times) — REQUEST — Interview with the Secretary, If not, can you let
me know who else at the Department of Interior or BLM I can speak with to ask about questions
about the lifting of the coal leasing moratorium, the stay of the ONRR rule, the new Royalties
working group you have formed, and what plans are regarding leasing for coal in the coming
year. — RESPONSE — Secretary is not available. Considering other options.

Mary Catherine O’Connor (The Guardian) — REQUEST -- I know the Secretary has
endorsed such a move but am hoping to get some research to support this outcome. Is there any
research showing economic outcomes of National Park campgrounds run by concessionaires?
Have those operations improved the financial health of their host parks? And what has the
outcome been for users? Have camping fees increased in those places? — RESPONSE — Asked
for Sec. Zinke statement about PPPs and the backlog and getting info from NPS on successful
PPPs.

Top Stories

BOSTON GLOBE: “In a backroom at a waterfront Legal Seafoods, about 20
representatives from New England fisheries and fishermen’s associations sought to persuade
Zinke to shrink or eliminate the monument. Expressing unanimous disapproval of Obama’s
move to use the Antiquities Act to protect the area, they argued that fisheries incur substantial
financial losses and fishermen risk their safety by having to steer clear of the protected area.
Meghan Lapp, fisheries liaison for Seafreeze, Ltd., said the company has two vessels that had
fished for squid, mackerel, and butterfish in the zone since the 1980s. After the area became a
monument, Lapp estimated the company lost hundreds of thousands of dollars. Fishermen
around the table told similar stories.”

Top Issues and Accomplishments

This week, Secretary Zinke will testify at the Senate Energy and Natural Resources,
Senate Appropriations, and House Natural Resources Committees regarding the FY2017
Budget.

Outside Media of Interest

Interior Head Says Public Lands Can Make U.S. A ‘Dominant’ Oil Power.

Reuters (6/19, Volcovici) reports Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke said that drilling and mining on
protected federal lands could help the US become dominant as a global energy force. He said,
“There is a social cost of not having jobs. ... Energy dominance gives us the ability to supply our
allies with energy, as well as to leverage our aggressors, or in some cases our enemies, like
Iran.” Last week, Zinke recommended that President Trump reduce the size of the Bears Ears
National Monument, the first recommendation in a series of reviews of the monuments in the
US. While the Interior Secretary said the US government should find solutions to address
climate change, jobs are the top priority. He said, “If you don’t have an economy you can’t
afford to put in the environmental protections you need.”

Federal, Range Leaders Discuss Proposed Mining Ban Near Boundary Waters.

WDIO-TV Duluth, MN (6/19) reports that Rep. Rick Nolan and “several other elected officials
were in Mountain Iron Monday to discuss the proposed mining ban” near the Boundary Waters.
According to the article, “the group of elected officials toured UTAC in Eveleth before having a
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meeting on the proposed ban at the RAMS office in Mountain Iron.” Nolan “called the meeting a
successful discussion on the ban, and controversial topic of having a clean environment and
growing mining economy.”

Zinke, Perdue Break With Tradition.

The East Oregonian (6/19) editorializes that when Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke and Agriculture
Secretary Sonny Perdue visited Idaho together June 2, they “did something a little different,
something they’re still talking about in Idaho.” According to the paper, “in a closed-door
meeting with 10 producers before the Boise State event, Perdue and Zinke didn’t make speeches.
They listened.” Acknowledging that it was “refreshing,” the paper concludes that “it will be even
more refreshing if they deliver.”

Mashpee Tribe’s Land In Trust Decision Delayed.

The Cape Cod (MA) Times (6/19, Lindahl) reports that “a decision from the Bureau of Indian
Affairs on whether the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe qualifies for reservation lands was not
released Monday as expected.” It’s unclear whether the BIA “has made its decision on the tribe’s
170 acres in Mashpee and 151 acres in East Taunton, where it plans to build its First Light
Resort & Casino”. BIA spokeswoman Nedra Darling “said she had not received any notice of the
decision Monday evening.”

Dams: ‘Relics’ Or Vital To An ‘All Of The Above’ Fix?

E&E Publishing (6/19, Jacobs) reports that “as the West struggles with climate change, drought
and rapid population growth,” the question “about the region’s deepening water woes often boils
down to” whether to “build more dams and other infrastructure, or ramp up conservation.” The
article provides two contrasting viewpoints from Daniel Beard, the commissioner of the Bureau
of Reclamation in the Clinton administration, and Patricia Mulroy, the former general manager
of the Southern Nevada Water Authority.

Federal Register Listings
Items was cleared for the FR on Tuesday.

REG0007019 FWS Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Pima Pineapple Cactus
Draft Recovery Plan. The cactus is listed as endangered under the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended. This plant species is currently found in southern Arizona and in northern
Sonora, Mexico. Notice 06/19/2017.

REG0007080 FWS Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Removing the Greater
Yellowstone Ecosystem Population of Grizzly Bears from the Federal List of Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is issuing a final rule to establish the
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem (GYE) grizzly bear as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and
remove (delist) the GYE population of grizzly bears from the Federal List of Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife under the ESA. Final Rule 06/19/2017.

REG0007106 FWS Establishment of a Nonessential Experimental Population of the Oregon

Silverspot Butterfly in Northwestern Oregon. The Oregon silverspot butterfly is native to the
coast of Oregon and northern California. The Service intends to reintroduce this species into
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areas of suitable habitat within its historical range for the purpose of restoring populations to
meet recovery goals. Final Rule 06/19/2017.

REG0006769 NPS Boundary Adjustment at Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area.
NPS is announcing the adjustment of the boundary of the Delaware Water Gap National
Recreation Area to include three parcels of land (1,055.89 acres total) in Pike County,
Pennsylvania. Fee simple interest in two parcels and a right-of-way over the third parcel will be
donated to the United States. Notice 06/19/2017.

Doug Domenech
Senior Advisor
US Department of the Interior

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act.
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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS — 6/20/17
Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison

Status of the Secretary
The Secretary is in Washington, DC this week.

TODAY:

Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee Hearing.

Speak at the Institute for 215" Century Energy US Chamber of Commerce.
Meeting with MT Nature Conservancy.

Meeting with Packard and Hewlett Foundations.

THIS WEEK:

6/21: Senate Interior Appropriations Hearing, Emergency Management Training Exercise.
6/22: House Natural Resources Committee Hearing

6/23: FEMA Hurricane Preparedness Exercise

CONGRESSIONAL MATTERS

APPROPRIATIONS HEARINGS:

June 20: Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee Hearing
June 21: Senate Interior Appropriations Hearing

June 22: House Natural Resources Committee Hearing

OTHER HEARINGS

Tuesday, June 20

2:30pm: Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee

Subcommittee oversight hearing to examine collaborative initiatives on restoring watersheds and large
landscapes across boundaries through state and federal partnerships

Witness: Kristin Bail, AD for Resources and Planning, BLM

Wednesday, June 21

10:00am: House Natural Resources Committee

Legislative Hearing on Discussion Draft of H.R. "Helium Extraction Act of 2017"
Witness: Tim Spisak, AD for Energy, Minerals, and Realty Management, BLM

Interior Media Today

BLM Postpones Oil and Gas Regulations, Plans to Revise them through rulemaking

WASHINGTON — Through a notice published in the Federal Register on Thursday, June 15, 2017, the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) postponed the compliance dates for certain oil and gas regulations
contained in the 2016 final rule entitled, “Waste Prevention, Production Subject to Royalties, and
Resource Conservation” (2016 final rule). "In addition to issuing the immediate postponement of
upcoming deadlines, DOl is working on proposed rules that would remove unnecessary burdens
imposed by the existing rule and extend current compliance deadlines while these revisions are being
developed," said Vincent DeVito, Counselor for Energy Policy to the Secretary of the Interior. "Extending
the filing deadlines in the court proceedings will enable the agency to focus on making these changes
and would benefit all parties by avoiding needless litigation."
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NOTE for tomorrow: Cook Inlet (Alaska) Oil and Gas Lease Sale 244

The Proposed Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 2012-2017 includes one
special-interest lease sale in the Cook Inlet Planning Area (Sale 244). This sale is currently scheduled for
June 21, 2017. The bid reading will be live-streamed from this page. The web stream will be accessible
beginning at 9 a.m. Alaska Time; the bid reading will begin at 10 a.m. Alaska time.

(Likely) Zinke Defends President’s Budget Before Senate ENR Commiittee...

Distribution Plan Available for FY 2017 Funding for Bureau of Reclamation
A majority of funding will be available for water conservation and delivery, Western drought response
and rural water projects

WASHINGTON — Bureau of Reclamation Acting Commissioner Alan Mikkelsen today released the
spending plan for $112.3 million of the total $179.3 million provided to Reclamation in the Consolidated
Appropriations Act of 2017, which provided funds in six categories within Water and Related Resources
for Reclamation activities. The funds will go toward water conservation and delivery, Western drought
response, rural water projects, and other important projects.

"A sustainable water supply is important to everyone throughout the West," Acting Commissioner
Mikkelsen said. "The funding in this spending plan will assist infrastructure improvements that supports
Reclamation's mission of delivering water and generating power in the Western United States."

The funding of $112.3 million is divided among six categories:

water conservation and delivery ($12.0 million);

Western drought response ($40.0 million);

rural water ($46.5 million);

environmental restoration and compliance ($7.0 million);

fish passage and fish screens ($5.0 million); and

facility operations, maintenance, and rehabilitation ($1.8 million).

Speaking Invitations

Accepted
None

Regretted
6/20 Conservation Fund's National Summit on Infrastructure and the Environment (DC)

6/21 Independent Petroleum Association of America (Laguna Niguel, CA)

6/21 Energy Exposition (Loveland, CO)

6/21 Congressional Travel & Tourism Summit (DC)

6/23 US Conference of Mayors (Miami, FL)

6/24 Outdoor Writers Association of America Annual Conference (Duluth, MN)

6/24 Huntley Project Museum of Irrigated Agriculture Anniversary (Huntley, MT)

6/26 Rocky Mountain Coal Mining Institute Conference and Annual Meeting (Colorado Springs, CO)
6/28 Aspen Ideas Festival for Climate (Aspen, CO)

6/28 Intertribal Timber Council's 41st Annual National Indian Timber Symposium (Yakima, WA)

Outstanding Invitations in Process
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6/26 American Indian Higher Education Coalition Board of Directors Meeting (DC)
6/27 6th Annual Bipartisan Tribute to Veterans and Veterans in Congress (DC)
6/27 National American Housing Council (Nashville, TN)

7/5 Crans Montana Forum Annual Session (Barcelona, Spain)

7/11 Blue Dog Coalition Dinner (DC)

Emergency Management

As of 5:00 a.m. EDT, a disturbance characterized as having potential to become Tropical Cyclone Three
was located approximately 305 miles south-southwest of the mouth of the Mississippi River. The
disturbance is expected to be near the Louisiana coast by Wednesday night, with some slight
strengthening possible before the system reaches the coast. A Tropical Storm Warning is in effect from
Cameron, Louisiana to the mouth of the Pearl River, accompanied by a Tropical Storm Watch from west
of Cameron, Louisiana to High Island, Texas. Tropical storm conditions are expected within the warning
area this afternoon. The greatest threat is inundation of 1 to 3 feet along the coast in the Tropical Storm
Warning area. Total rain accumulations of 4 to 8 inches with isolated maximum amounts of 10 inches
are expected over southeastern Louisiana, southern Mississippi, southern Alabama, and the Florida
Panhandle through Thursday morning. Rainfall amounts of 2 to 4 inches with isolated maximum
amounts of 6 inches can be expected farther west, from southwestern Louisiana to southeastern Texas,
through Thursday morning.

Interior Media Report
Submitted 6/19/17

DAILY COMMUNICATIONS REPORT
Inquiries

Eric Lipton (NY Times) — REQUEST — Interview with the Secretary, If not, can you let me know who
else at the Department of Interior or BLM | can speak with to ask about questions about the lifting of the
coal leasing moratorium, the stay of the ONRR rule, the new Royalties working group you have formed,
and what plans are regarding leasing for coal in the coming year. — RESPONSE — Secretary is not
available. Considering other options.

Mary Catherine O’Connor (The Guardian) — REQUEST -- | know the Secretary has endorsed such a
move but am hoping to get some research to support this outcome. Is there any research showing
economic outcomes of National Park campgrounds run by concessionaires? Have those operations
improved the financial health of their host parks? And what has the outcome been for users? Have
camping fees increased in those places? — RESPONSE — Asked for Sec. Zinke statement about PPPs and
the backlog and getting info from NPS on successful PPPs.

Top Stories

BOSTON GLOBE: “In a backroom at a waterfront Legal Seafoods, about 20 representatives from
New England fisheries and fishermen’s associations sought to persuade Zinke to shrink or eliminate the
monument. Expressing unanimous disapproval of Obama’s move to use the Antiquities Act to protect
the area, they argued that fisheries incur substantial financial losses and fishermen risk their safety by
having to steer clear of the protected area. Meghan Lapp, fisheries liaison for Seafreeze, Ltd., said the
company has two vessels that had fished for squid, mackerel, and butterfish in the zone since the 1980s.
After the area became a monument, Lapp estimated the company lost hundreds of thousands of dollars.
Fishermen around the table told similar stories.”
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Top Issues and Accomplishments
This week, Secretary Zinke will testify at the Senate Energy and Natural Resources, Senate
Appropriations, and House Natural Resources Committees regarding the FY2017 Budget.

Outside Media of Interest

Interior Head Says Public Lands Can Make U.S. A ‘Dominant’ Oil Power.

Reuters (6/19, Volcovici) reports Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke said that drilling and mining on protected
federal lands could help the US become dominant as a global energy force. He said, “There is a social
cost of not having jobs. ... Energy dominance gives us the ability to supply our allies with energy, as well
as to leverage our aggressors, or in some cases our enemies, like Iran.” Last week, Zinke recommended
that President Trump reduce the size of the Bears Ears National Monument, the first recommendation in
a series of reviews of the monuments in the US. While the Interior Secretary said the US government
should find solutions to address climate change, jobs are the top priority. He said, “If you don’t have an
economy you can’t afford to put in the environmental protections you need.”

Federal, Range Leaders Discuss Proposed Mining Ban Near Boundary Waters.

WDIO-TV Duluth, MN (6/19) reports that Rep. Rick Nolan and “several other elected officials were in
Mountain Iron Monday to discuss the proposed mining ban” near the Boundary Waters. According to
the article, “the group of elected officials toured UTAC in Eveleth before having a meeting on the
proposed ban at the RAMS office in Mountain Iron.” Nolan “called the meeting a successful discussion
on the ban, and controversial topic of having a clean environment and growing mining economy.”

Zinke, Perdue Break With Tradition.

The East Oregonian (6/19) editorializes that when Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke and Agriculture
Secretary Sonny Perdue visited Idaho together June 2, they “did something a little different, something
they’re still talking about in Idaho.” According to the paper, “in a closed-door meeting with 10 producers
before the Boise State event, Perdue and Zinke didn’t make speeches. They listened.” Acknowledging
that it was “refreshing,” the paper concludes that “it will be even more refreshing if they deliver.”

Mashpee Tribe’s Land In Trust Decision Delayed.

The Cape Cod (MA) Times (6/19, Lindahl) reports that “a decision from the Bureau of Indian Affairs on
whether the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe qualifies for reservation lands was not released Monday as
expected.” It’s unclear whether the BIA “has made its decision on the tribe’s 170 acres in Mashpee and
151 acres in East Taunton, where it plans to build its First Light Resort & Casino”. BIA spokeswoman
Nedra Darling “said she had not received any notice of the decision Monday evening.”

Dams: ‘Relics’ Or Vital To An ‘All Of The Above’ Fix?

E&E Publishing (6/19, Jacobs) reports that “as the West struggles with climate change, drought and
rapid population growth,” the question “about the region’s deepening water woes often boils down to”
whether to “build more dams and other infrastructure, or ramp up conservation.” The article provides
two contrasting viewpoints from Daniel Beard, the commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation in the
Clinton administration, and Patricia Mulroy, the former general manager of the Southern Nevada Water
Authority.

Federal Register Listings
Items was cleared for the FR on Tuesday.

DOI-2020-12 00519



FOIA001:01346344

REG0007019 FWS Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Pima Pineapple Cactus Draft
Recovery Plan. The cactus is listed as endangered under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended. This plant species is currently found in southern Arizona and in northern Sonora, Mexico.
Notice 06/19/2017.

REG0007080 FWS Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Removing the Greater Yellowstone
Ecosystem Population of Grizzly Bears from the Federal List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife. The
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is issuing a final rule to establish the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem (GYE)
grizzly bear as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and remove (delist) the GYE population of grizzly
bears from the Federal List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife under the ESA. Final Rule
06/19/2017.

REG0007106 FWS Establishment of a Nonessential Experimental Population of the Oregon Silverspot
Butterfly in Northwestern Oregon. The Oregon silverspot butterfly is native to the coast of Oregon and
northern California. The Service intends to reintroduce this species into areas of suitable habitat within
its historical range for the purpose of restoring populations to meet recovery goals. Final Rule
06/19/2017.

REG0006769 NPS Boundary Adjustment at Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area. NPS is
announcing the adjustment of the boundary of the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area to
include three parcels of land (1,055.89 acres total) in Pike County, Pennsylvania. Fee simple interestin
two parcels and a right-of-way over the third parcel will be donated to the United States. Notice
06/19/2017.
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