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Hi Nikki, Sally, and Peter - the Monthly Hot Topic Snapshot for the week of

April 10 is attached for our check in. Thanks.

Britta Nelson, M.P.A., Program Analyst

National Conservation Lands (WO-410)
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 WO review of the Section 368 Energy Corridor Region 1 draft review report. Southern California, southern Nevada,

and western Arizona.

o WO review of draft report is scheduled for March 27-April 14, 2017.

o Issues: 1) National Conservation Lands have been identified as an issue within the draft report for some energy

corridors; 2) Outdated policy used to address National Trails within the draft review report. This issue has been

addressed with WO350 with follow-up occurring.

o Update: WO410 met with WO350 on April 6 to address questions raised for how National Trails were addressed

in the draft review report (medium potential for conflict). Clarification was provided that the draft review report

uses ROW pre-application screening criteria from WO 2011-061 which is used to assess level of conflict and to

help prioritize applications. The IM identifies National Trails within the “medium potential for conflict” category.

Since the 2011 IM, National Trails policy (2012) and the final Solar and Wind Rule (Dec. 2016) were issued. Per

the NTSA and National Trails M6280 policy, the BLM may permit uses that will not substantially interfere with

the nature and purpose of the National Trails. The final Solar and Wind Rule (43 CFR 2804.35) provides screening

criteria for categorizing solar and wind applications. The final rule does not specifically include National Trails

within the categories and identifies lands near or adjacent to the National Conservation Lands which may be

adversely affected as low-priority applications criteria (lower priority for processing due to resource conflicts).

o Follow-up: 1) The Section 368 project team (WO350) will revise the 368 conflict maps to be in accordance the

categories under the final rule. 2) The WO410 National Trails program will review 368 corridor abstracts sent by

WO350 for consistency with M6280.

 DTS# 1527. NOA of the DRMP and DEIS for the Cedar City Field Office Planning Area. Utah.

o NOA is routing in DTS but has not reached WO410.

o No issues. 259,975 acres contain wilderness characteristics (16 areas). This is an increase from the information

contained in the original DRMP (reviewed Jan. 2015) which found 227,508 acres in 14 areas.

1) Prioritize other uses on 190,545 acres (73%) while not protecting wilderness characteristics based on mining

claims with anticipated development and other resource management priorities, mainly multiple vegetation

treatments for restoring habitat from pinion/juniper encroachment.

2) 69,430 acres (27%) would be managed to protect wilderness characteristics as a priority over other multiple

uses. Protective allocations include VRM class II, ROW exclusion, NSO for leasable minerals, recommended

withdrawal for locatable minerals.

 DTS# 1401. NOA of the Boardman to Hemingway ROD. Oregon.

o NOA has not reached WO400. NOA not routed at Division level.

o WO410 provided updated language for NSHT for the ROD to the Project Manager and WO210 (Jan 12, 2017).

 

 Donlin Natural Gas Pipeline. Alaska.

o No update.

o Meeting with BLM Alaska was held on February 27 to discuss State Patent lands of concern within

the Donlin project, specific to the Iditarod National Historic Trail. Although it is not feasible to get a ROW

reservation for affected townships, BLM Alaska is working to get comments into NEPA for the project, including

mitigation for impacts to the NHT.

 

 Verde Transmission ADEIS. New Mexico.

o Issues: Potential impacts to WSR and National Trails.
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2)  6,920 acres (18%) would be managed to minimize impacts to wilderness characteristics while managing for

other uses. Travel limited to designated routes, closed to leasable minerals, avoid for saleable minerals and

ROW, minimizing impacts and requiring use of existing routes for forest product removal, and VRM III.

3)  28,941 acres (77%) would be managed to protect wilderness characteristics as a priority over other multiple

uses. Travel would be closed except as authorized, closed to leasable and saleable minerals, no new ROWs,

closed to forest product removal, and VRM II.
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