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 At your request, I am forwarding information that may be relevant to SVP.
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WASHINGTON  Today, at the Department of the Interior headquarters in Washington, D.C.,

President Donald J. Trump, accompanied by Vice President Mike Pence and Secretary of the

Interior Ryan Zinke, signed the Antiquities Act Executive Order. The order directs Zinke to

consult local governments and tribes in order to review national monuments created by the

Antiquities Act since January 1, 1996, that are greater than 100,000 acres in footprint and report

back to the President on suggested legislative or executive action, if applicable, within 120 days.

The Antiquities Act of 1906 authorizes the president to declare federal lands of historic or

scienti͈c value to be national monuments by designating the “smallest area compatible with

proper care and management of the objects to be protected.”

"The Interior is the steward of America’s public lands. Part of being a good steward is being a

good neighbor and being a good listener. In the Trump Administration, we listen and then we

act," said Secretary Ryan Zinke. "For years, the people of Utah and other rural communities have

voiced concern and opposition to some monument designations. But too often in recent history,

exiting presidents make designations despite those concerns. And the acreage is increasing."

Since the 1900s, when the Act was ͈ rst used, the average size of national monuments exploded

from an average of 422 acres per monument. Now it’s not uncommon for a monument to be

more than a million acres.

The designations of the Grand Staircase Escalante National Monument in 1996 and the Bears

Ears National Monument in 2016 are considered the book ends of modern Antiquities Act

overreach. Each monument is more than 1.3 million acres.

"Historically, the Act calls for the President to designate the 'smallest area compatible with

proper care and management of the objects to be protected,'" Zinke continued. "Despite this

clear directive 'smallest area' has become the exception and not the rule. Under the President's

leadership, I will work with local, state and Tribal governments to review monument

designations made the past 20 years and make sure they work for the local communities.

"The view from the Potomac is a lot di e͈rent than the view from the Yellowstone or the

Colorado. Too many times, you have people in D.C. who have never been to an area, never

grazed the land, ͈ shed the river, driven the trails, or looked locals in the eye, who are making

the decisions and they have zero accountability to the impacted communities. I'm interested in

listening to those folks. That's what my team and I will be doing in the next few months."

What the Executive Order does do:
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The Executive Order directs the Department of the Interior to review monuments

designated using the Antiquities Act as of January 1, 1996, that are in excess of 100,000

acres, or monuments that were expanded without adequate public outreach and

coordination with relevant stakeholders.

This Executive Order restores trust between local communities and Washington and roots

out abuses of power by previous administrations.

This Executive Order puts America and the Department of the Interior back on track to

manage our federal lands in accordance to traditional “multiple use” philosophy by

directing the Secretary of the Department of the Interior to make recommendations to the

President on whether a monument should be rescinded, resized in order to better manage

our federal lands.

This Executive Order gives rural communities across America a voice and restores land use

planning by directing the Secretary of the Interior to consult and coordinate with the

Governors of States a e͈cted by monument designations or other relevant o͈cials of

a e͈cted State, Tribal, and local governments.

What the Executive Order doesn’t do:

This Executive Order does NOT strip any monument of a designation.

This Executive Order does NOT loosen any environmental or conservation regulations on

any land or marine areas.

VIDEO

President Signs Antiquities Act Executive Order
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WASHINGTON  Today, President Donald J. Trump, Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke,

Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Scott Pruitt, and Secretary of Energy

Rick Perry announced a bold American energy Executive Order that will put our nation on track

to full and dominant American energy independence. The Executive Order calls on the Secretary

of the Interior to review the Bureau of Land Management’s 2016 moratorium on new coal leases

on federal land and also review three ۀnal rules from the Department regarding oil and gas

production on both federal and private land and the outer continental shelf.

“We can’t power the country on pixie dust and hope. Today, President Trump took

bold and decisive action to end the War on Coal and put us on track for American

energy independence,” said Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke. “American energy

independence has three major beneۀts to the environment, economy, and national

security.

"First, it’s better for the environment that the U.S. produces energy. Thanks to

advancements in drilling and mining technology, we can responsibly develop our

energy resources and return the land to equal or better quality than it was before.

I’ve spent a lot of time in the Middle East, and I can tell you with 100 percent certainty

it is better to develop our energy here under reasonable regulations and export it to

our allies, rather than have it produced overseas under little or no regulations.

"Second, energy production is an absolute boon to the economy, supporting more

than 6.4 million jobs and supplying aۀordable power for manufacturing, home

heating, and transportation needs. In many communities coal jobs are the only jobs.

Former Chairman Old Coyote of the Crow Tribe in my home state of Montana said it

best, 'there are no jobs like coal jobs.' I hope to return those jobs to the Crow people.

"And lastly, achieving American energy independence will strengthen our national

security by reducing our reliance on foreign oil and allowing us to assist our allies

with their energy needs. As a military commander, I saw how the power of the

American economy and American energy defeated our adversaries around the world.

We can do it again to keep Americans safe."

The Department of the Interior manages all mineral and renewable energy development on

federal lands and the outer continental shelf, including 700 million acres of subsurface minerals.

The Department also has jurisdiction to regulate energy development on private lands.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 26, 2017
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER

  

      

  

REVIEW OF DESIGNATIONS UNDER THE ANTIQUITIES ACT

 

 

     By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution

and the laws of the United States of America, and in recognition of

the importance of the Nation's wealth of natural resources to American

workers and the American economy, it is hereby ordered as follows:

  

     Section 1.  Policy.  Designations of national monuments under the

Antiquities Act of 1906, recently recodified at sections 320301 to

320303 of title 54, United States Code (the "Antiquities Act" or

"Act"), have a substantial impact on the management of Federal lands

and the use and enjoyment of neighboring lands.  Such designations are

a means of stewarding America's natural resources, protecting

America's natural beauty, and preserving America's historic

places.  Monument designations that result from a lack of public

outreach and proper coordination with State, tribal, and local

officials and other relevant stakeholders may also create barriers to

achieving energy independence, restrict public access to and use of

Federal lands, burden State, tribal, and local governments, and

otherwise curtail economic growth.  Designations should be made in

accordance with the requirements and original objectives of the Act

and appropriately balance the protection of landmarks, structures, and

objects against the appropriate use of Federal lands and the effects

on surrounding lands and communities.

  

     Sec. 2.  Review of National Monument Designations.  (a)  The

Secretary of the Interior (Secretary) shall conduct a review of all

Presidential designations or expansions of designations under the

Antiquities Act made since January 1, 1996, where the designation

covers more than 100,000 acres, where the designation after expansion

covers more than 100,000 acres, or where the Secretary determines that

the designation or expansion was made without adequate public outreach

and coordination with relevant stakeholders, to determine whether each

designation or expansion conforms to the policy set forth in section 1

of this order.  In making those determinations, the Secretary shall

consider:

  

           (i)    the requirements and original objectives of the Act,

including the Act's requirement that reservations of land

not exceed "the smallest area compatible with the proper

care and management of the objects to be protected";
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           (ii)   whether designated lands are appropriately

classified under the Act as "historic landmarks, historic

and prehistoric structures, [or] other objects of historic

or scientific interest";

  

           (iii)  the effects of a designation on the available uses

of designated Federal lands, including consideration of the

multiple use policy of section 102(a)(7) of the Federal

Land Policy and Management Act (43 U.S.C. 1701(a)(7)), as

well as the effects on the available uses of Federal lands

beyond the monument boundaries;

  

           (iv)   the effects of a designation on the use and

enjoyment of non Federal lands within or beyond monument

boundaries;

  

           (v)    concerns of State, tribal, and local governments

affected by a designation, including the economic

development and fiscal condition of affected States,

tribes, and localities;

  

           (vi)   the availability of Federal resources to properly

manage designated areas; and

  

           (vii)  such other factors as the Secretary deems

appropriate.

  

     (b)  In conducting the review described in subsection (a) of this

section, the Secretary shall consult and coordinate with, as

appropriate, the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of Agriculture,

the Secretary of Commerce, the Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of

Homeland Security, and the heads of any other executive departments or

agencies concerned with areas designated under the Act.

  

     (c)  In conducting the review described in subsection (a) of this

section, the Secretary shall, as appropriate, consult and coordinate

with the Governors of States affected by monument designations or

other relevant officials of affected State, tribal, and local

governments.

  

     (d)  Within 45 days of the date of this order, the Secretary

shall provide an interim report to the President, through the Director

of the Office of Management and Budget, the Assistant to the President

for Economic Policy, the Assistant to the President for Domestic

Policy, and the Chairman of the Council on Environmental Quality,

summarizing the findings of the review described in subsection (a) of

this section with respect to Proclamation 9558 of December 28, 2016

(Establishment of the Bears Ears National Monument), and such other

designations as the Secretary determines to be appropriate for

inclusion in the interim report.  For those designations, the interim

report shall include recommendations for such Presidential actions,
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legislative proposals, or other actions consistent with law as the

Secretary may consider appropriate to carry out the policy set forth

in section 1 of this order.

  

     (e)  Within 120 days of the date of this order, the Secretary

shall provide a final report to the President, through the Director of

the Office of Management and Budget, the Assistant to the President

for Economic Policy, the Assistant to the President for Domestic

Policy, and the Chairman of the Council on Environmental Quality,

summarizing the findings of the review described in subsection (a) of

this section.  The final report shall include recommendations for such

Presidential actions, legislative proposals, or other actions

consistent with law as the Secretary may consider appropriate to carry

out the policy set forth in section 1 of this order.

  

     Sec. 3.  General Provisions.  (a)  Nothing in this order shall be

construed to impair or otherwise affect:

  

           (i)   the authority granted by law to an executive

department or agency, or the head thereof; or

  

           (ii)  the functions of the Director of the Office of

Management and Budget relating to budgetary,

administrative, or legislative proposals.

  

     (b)  This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable

law and subject to the availability of appropriations.

  

     (c)  This order is not intended to, and does not, create any

right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in

equity by any party against the United States, its departments,

agencies, or entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any

other person.

 

 

 

                                DONALD J. TRUMP

 

 

 

THE WHITE HOUSE,

    April 26, 2017.
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