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Hi, Tyler,

I've attached two versions of the document showing some small tweaks, and the comments that I

had previously wanted you to consider but did not save correctly. Please change these documents

as you see fit, and send me your final. I'm happy to talk if we need to. Thanks.

Nancy

Nancy Esworthy

Writer/Editor

Information and Publishing Services Section

Bureau of Land Management

Denver, CO 80225

303-236-7396

nesworthy@blm.gov
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management will continue to focus first on public and firefighter safety while taking actions to

protect valuable resources. Fuel reduction projects may be used in the national monument to

address the risk of wildfire, insect infestation, or disease that would imperil public safety or

endanger the objects or resources protected by the national monument designation. Fire

management restrictions in Wilderness and Wilderness Study Areas will continue.

Does the national monument designation impact rights of way?

Nothing in the monument proclamation interferes with continued operation or maintenance of

rights of way, such as existing powerlines and pipelines. If a new right of way is proposed on

BLM managed lands, the agency will evaluate whether the proposal is consistent with the care

and management of objects identified in the proclamation, the existing land use plan, and BLM

policies. As part of the management planning process, the BLM will evaluate where placement

of new rights of way is appropriate. 

How does designation of the national monument affect existing special management areas?

Approximately 57 percent of the federal lands that are now in the national monument were

previously managed to protect important resources prior to monument designation. In general,

these areas will continue to be managed the same as they were before designation. When the

BLM and the USFS prepare a monument management plan, they will evaluate whether changes

in management are needed in some of these areas. Any changes to the special management areas

will include public involvement. Some of the special management areas are described below.

Wilderness and Wilderness Study Areas

Approximately 32 percent of the Bears Ears National Monument is managed as Wilderness or

Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs). The USFS administers the 46,000 acre Dark Canyon

Wilderness, which is just north of the Bears Ears formation. In addition, the BLM manages more

than 380,000 acres of the national monument as WSAs. WSAs are roadless areas with wilderness

characteristics. The BLM is required to manage these areas to preserve their suitability for

designation as wilderness until Congress makes a final determination on whether these areas

should be included in the National Wilderness Preservation System. There will be no changes in

management of these areas.

Areas of Critical Environmental Concern and Research Natural Areas

Approximately 29,000 acres of BLM administered lands in the monument are managed as Areas

of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs). ACECs are managed for the protection of their

outstanding cultural, natural, and scenic values. The national monument also includes the Cliff

Dwellers Pasture Research Natural Area, which is located on USFS lands.

Special Recreation Management Areas

Approximately 42 percent of the lands within the national monument are managed by the BLM
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For information about firewood collection on USFS managed lands, see:

https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/mantilasal/passes permits/forestproducts.

Can I still get a permit that allows me to outfit or guide others in the national monument?

Outfitting and guiding will continue to be managed under the same regulations as before

designation. Contact the BLM Monticello Field Office about permitting questions at (435) 587

1510.
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significance of the area and protects valued sites and artifacts. The BLM and the USFS are

committed to working with the public to ensure the protection of the irreplaceable cultural

resources in the monument. Designation of the national monument has provided these agencies

with an opportunity to strengthen and develop partnerships and distribute information on how to

respect and protect cultural resources. For more information on the “Respect and Protect”

campaign to eliminate looting and vandalism in Utah, please see:

https://www.treadlightly.org/programs/respect and protect/.
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