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INTERIOR
Zinke hires former Navy SEALs as recreation czar, deputy chief
Rob Hotakainen, E&E News reporter
Published: Tuesday, November 7, 2017

Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke today said he has added two former Navy SEALs to his
management team, including one who will be charged with overseeing outdoor recreation.

Zinke said he has hired former special operators Mike Argo as his deputy chief of staff and Rick
May to oversee the agency's efforts to improve recreational opportunities on public lands.

"We used to have a Bureau of Recreation — we're bringing recreation back," Zinke said. "So I've
hired a former Navy SEAL captain to evaluate our public lands and look at the recreation
opportunities, so the American public can enjoy our lands."

Michael Argo. Argo/LinkedIn

Zinke made the announcement at the department's headquarters, during an event honoring the
11,000 veterans who work for the Interior Department.

In July, Zinke said that expanding recreational access to public lands and waters would be one of
his top priorities as Interior secretary. Zinke at the time said he would create a new advisory
committee, charged with expanding public-private partnerships to improve the experience for
visitors on public lands (E&E News PM, July 18).

Today, Zinke announced the panel had officially been established.

May served as commander of SEAL Team Five, according to a 2002 news article published by
the Honolulu Advertiser.

Argo previously worked at the Kennedy Irregular Warfare Center and as a strategist in the Office
of Naval Intelligence. He is a graduate of the University of North Carolina, where he played
football. He was described by one former colleague on his LinkedIn page as an "exceptional
people person." He has a master's in geography from Central Connecticut State University.

The Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, once an Interior agency, was charged with planning outdoor
recreation opportunities. It was founded in 1962 and then absorbed into a different agency in the
1970s.

Reporter Michael Doyle contributed.
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