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Not every review is a 'deep dive' — Zinke

Jennifer Yachnin, E&E News reporter
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Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke on Capitol Hill this morning. House Natural Resources Committee

/YouTube

Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke revealed today that his agency's review of dozens of

national monuments is now focused "on just a few" sites, although he did not detail

which, if any, have completed assessments.

During testimony today before the House Natural Resources Committee on the fiscal

2018 budget, Zinke reiterated his assertion that the review of 27 national monuments

is not aimed at "settled" sites but those he believes either failed to gather sufficient

public input or remain areas of contention for local communities.

"My intent on the monument review is to ensure that the — some of them monuments

are settled — my intent was not, and I've said before, to rip off Band-Aids and then

create wounds were there [are] none," Zinke said.

The Interior Department is reviewing the boundaries of dozens of protected areas,

including five marine monuments, under an executive order issued by President
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