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these values are presented in Table 3.  Economic values are particularly relevant in situations where

market prices may not be fully reflective of the values individuals place on some goods and services.

Table 2. Estimated Economic Contributions, 2016

Activities and Resources Associated

With Bears Ears National Monument

Activities occurring at Bears Ears National

Monument include recreation (camping, hiking,

canyoneering, mountain biking, boating, rock

climbing, hunting, ATV use), viewing ancestral

Puebloan cultural sites, collection of materials for

tribal ceremonial purposes, scientific and

archaeological research, firewood collection and

other non-commercial timber production, grazing

and energy/non-energy mineral production with

valid existing rights.  Further details on these

activities are provided below.

 Recreation: Annual recreation visitation data for 2001-2016 is available for the BLM Monticello

Field Office.  About 60 percent of area formerly under the jurisdiction of the Field Office

represents the area included in the Monument.  This area receives the vast majority of recreation

use.  Recreation visits increased steadily from about 111,000 in 2001 to about 419,000 in 2016

(see Figure 2). Comparatively, visitation to National Monuments and NCAs that have tracked

unit-level visitation since 2005 has grown at an average rate of about 5.4% per year.  Prior to

designation, BLM also tracked the number of visits to the Kane Gulch ranger station that served

the southern end of the monument.  The number of visits to this ranger station in March and April

of 2017 was more than 50% higher than the average visitation during the same months of the four

previous years.  Recreation activities provide the opportunity for economic activity to be

generated from tourism for an indefinite period of time. The economic contributions occur

annually, and in cases where visitation increases over time, recreation generates additional

activity each year.  The net economic contributions associated with recreation in 2016 are

estimated to be about $23 million in value added and 463 jobs. These contributions affect the

regional and state economies.

Activities Value added 
(net additions to
GDP), $ millions

Employment
supported (number
of jobs)

Recreation $22.9 463

Non-energy 
Minerals

$0.24 2

Grazing Grazing value- 
added is not
available

161

Cultural resources Unquantifiable; 
some values 
would be included 
in recreation

Unquantifiable; some
values would be
included in recreation
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been drilled since 1920, only three wells have produced economical quantities of

oil and gas.  The last producing well was drilled in 1984 and ceased production in

1992.

● Non -fuel minerals.

○ Sand and gravel. There is one commercial minerals materials mining site within

monument boundaries that produces sand and gravel.  The permit for this site was

renewed in March, 2016 for a 10-year period.  Production is limited to a maximum of

200,000 cubic yards over the life of the 10-year permit, and designation of the monument

does not affect the limits on production.10

○ Potash. While USGS surveys have assessed potential for potash in the northeastern

panhandle of BENM (an area within the boundaries of the Moab Master Leasing Plan

prior to designation), no sites in this area were identified as Potash Leasing Areas in the

most recent Moab Master Leasing Plan (2016).  BLM has denied all potash prospecting

permit applications received from 2008 to 2015, primarily because they were inconsistent

with protection of multiple resource values use (such as natural  or cultural use) in the

area.11 

○ Uranium. While there are no active mining operations on USFS-managed land, there are

78 active unpatented mining claims for uranium.  There are no mining claims for uranium

on BLM-managed land.  The uranium ore in the Manti-La Sal National Forest is low

grade, affecting the ability of the local industry to compete economically on the world

market.12  Uranium prices are volatile and, though currently higher than historical prices,

have been trending downward since peaking in 2008.13  

● Timber. Timber harvest activities such as non-commercial Christmas tree cutting and collection

of wood for posts and firewood are allowed by permit on both BLM and USFS-managed land. 

For BLM-managed lands, no information is available on the level of magnitude of these activities

strictly within monument boundaries, however within the boundaries of the Monticello Field

Office the total estimated value of harvested firewood, wooded posts, and Christmas tress was

about $12,000 in FY 2016.  In addition to selling permits for Christmas trees, firewood, and wood

for posts, there were about 736,000 cubic feet of forest products produced within the USFS-

managed land within the monument boundaries between 2012 and 2015. The monument

proclamation allows for the continuation of all pre-designation timber activities. 

                                               

10 Supply and demand conditions determine how much is produced annually within the overall limit on overall
production.  BLM receives a royalty of $1.08 per cubic yard ($0.66 per ton) of mineral production. The national
average price for sand and gravel used in construction was $8.80/metric ton
(https://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/sand_&_gravel_construction/mcs-2017-sandc.pdf.
11 Potash production depends largely on market forces.  U.S. consumption of potash was down in 2016 owing to a
drop in agricultural use in the first half of the year and lower industrial usage, primarily in oil well-drilling mud
additives. The world potash market in 2016 was marked by weak demand in the first half of the year, mainly in
China and India, the largest consumers of potash. This excess supply resulted in lower prices, and reduced
production. The average price of potash in 2016 was $360 per ton.
12 Manti-La Sal National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan, 1986.
13 https://www.eia.gov/uranium/marketing/.
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