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Todd:  Thank you for reaching out today with your concerns on the Dry Fork Parking area. As you review the
documents and prepare your comments know that many of the design features of the EA considered your
concerns at the Cat Pasture corral. I realize you are not in favor of the project and as you know there are
recreation and visitor concerns that need to be addressed.

Please provide your comments on this project. I believe this EA has taken a hard look at the general public,
local operators and BLM concerns and provides a good approach to addressing the resource concerns at Dry
Fork.

If you have further comments, questions or would like to discuss this project please contact me at your
convenience.

Please note the map is on the second page of the Announcement letter. I am also happy to print a copy and
mail it to you. Thanks for the call.

Jabe

Jabe Beal, Outdoor Recreation Planner

Grand Staircase - Escalante National Monument

Escalante Interagency Office

PO Box 225

Escalante, Utah 84726

(435) 826-5601 wk.
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http://www.ut.blm.gov/monument

In Reply Refer To: 1792 (UT030)

DOI-BLM-UT-0300-2015-0038-EA

November 1, 2017

To All Interested Parties:

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument
(GSENM), is seeking public comment on its environmental assessment (EA) to evaluate the

environmental effects of the BLM proposal to relocate the Dry Fork Trailhead and access to
popular slot canyons.  Comments are due to the BLM by close of business on December 1st
following a 30-day comment period.
 “We want to hear from you, the public, about this project.  Your comments help us

develop alternatives and identify issues for analysis; and provides a perfect opportunity for
you to be involved in and influence the decision-making process,” said Cindy Staszak,
Monument manager.
The Dry Fork Trailhead is located along Hole-in-The-Rock Road approximately 25 miles

southeast of Highway 12 in Kane County on lands administered by GSENM. The project area
is approximately 2.5 acres and includes the rehabilitation of the current parking area and
proposes two new parking areas.  The Dry Fork Trailhead are the second most visited site on
GSENM. The EA includes one action alternative for consideration that includes the following

improvements: 

• Two new 30 car parking areas: one near the current parking area and a second along
Hole-in-the-Rock Road approximately one mile south of Cat Pasture

• Development of a new access road to the proposed parking areas (.20 miles)

• Rehabilitation of the current parking area (.45 acres)

• Rehabilitation of .69 miles of road within the Scorpion Wilderness Study Area; 

• Development of two new sections of trail approximately 2.2 miles in length to access

the Dry Fork Slot canyons.

• Improvements to BLM road #252 to improve access to the parking area

• Installation of informational kiosks and toilets at both proposed parking areas

The EA describes the affected environment and discusses potential impacts from the project
on the human environment. Issues and concerns expressed by the public and government
agencies during the public scoping period for this EA have been considered in the analysis.

 
A copy of the EA (DOI BLM-UT-0300-2015-0038-EA) is available on the BLM project
website ePlanning, https://eplanning.blm.gov/epl-front-
office/eplanning/nepa/nepa register.do. Select “NEPA” for Type of Project and then select

the “Text Search” tab. A hardcopy of the EA may be obtained by contacting Jabe Beal at the
email address or number provided below or by visiting the GSENM Headquarters Office
located at, 669 South Hwy 89A, Kanab, UT.
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Dry Fork Slot Canyon Trailhead Relocation
DOI-BLM-UT-0300-2015-0038-EA-Dry Fork Trailhead

1.0 PURPOSE & NEED

1.1 Introduction and Background

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument
(GSENM) is proposing to relocate the Dry Fork Slot Canyon Trailhead from its current location
within the Scorpion Wilderness Study Area (Scorpion WSA), to two new separate sites along
BLM road #252 and BLM road #200.  Two alternatives are being considered, a no action
alternative and the proposed action alternative. See Appendix C – Alternative B Map for project
location and area.

The Dry Fork Slot Canyon Trailhead is the access point to the Dry Fork Slot Canyon Narrows;
Peek-a-boo, Spooky, and Brimstone slot canyons. From Highway 12, the Hole-in-the-Rock road
provides access to the Dry Fork Slot Canyon Trailhead.  This trailhead is located within the
Scorpion WSA and the Primitive Management Zone of GSENM.

The Scorpion WSA was established in 1984; a trailhead register along with safety and
interpretive signs were installed at the site in 1991. The trailhead was user created and currently
accommodates about 30 vehicles. There are no parking area boundaries allowing for
uncontrolled expansion of the area. The BLM road #252 was also user created, approximately
1.6 miles in length and is not maintained. The GSENM has identified road #252 on the Travel
Management System (TMS) and it is in conflict with designation of Scorpion WSA. 

This EA is a site-specific analysis of potential impacts that could result with the implementation
of a proposed action or alternatives to the proposed action.  The EA assists the BLM in project
planning and ensuring compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and in
making a determination as to whether any “significant” impacts could result from the analyzed
actions. Significance is defined by NEPA and is found in regulation 40 CFR 1508.27.  An EA
provides evidence for determining whether to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
or a statement of “Finding of No Significant Impact” (FONSI). If the decision maker determines
that this project has “significant” impacts following the analysis in the EA, then an EIS would be
prepared for the project. If not, a Decision Record (DR) may be signed for the EA approving the
selected alternative, whether the proposed action alternative or the no action alternative. A DR,
including a FONSI statement, documents the reasons why implementation of the selected
alternative would not result in “significant” environmental impacts (effects) beyond those
already addressed in the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument Management Plan
(February 2000).

1.2 The Purpose and Need for the Proposed Action

The need for this proposed action is to address the issues of the current trailhead location and
visitor impacts at Dry Fork Slot Canyon trailhead. It currently resides within the Scorpion WSA
and the Primitive Zone of GSENM. Visitation increases at the Dry Fork Slot Canyon Trailhead
have amplified impacts to the area. With an increase in visitation, impairments to WSA
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administered lands are occurring such as, negative affects to biological resources, expansion of
parking, and improper human waste disposal. The proposed action would continue to provide a
trailhead and trail access for the Dry Fork Slot Canyons.
 
The purpose of the proposed action is to follow guidance set by Federal Lands Policy and
Management Act (FLPMA), which requires the BLM to manage all WSAs “so as not to impair
the suitability of such areas for preservation as wilderness.”  The BLM may remove structures
and other facilities that impair wilderness characteristics, do not meet any of the exception to
non-impairment, or are not permissible uses as detailed in section 1.6.D of the BLM Manual
6330 - Management of BLM Wilderness Study Areas.

1.3 Decision to be Made

The BLM must decide whether to move the trailhead outside the Scorpion WSA to better
manage for the non-impairment standard and construct two new trailheads to accommodate
recreation needs for the Dry Fork Trail. The proposed action needs to be consistent with
applicable management plans and regulation and include design features to protect public health
and safety, and the environment.

1.4 Conformance with BLM Land Use Plan(s)

The proposed action described below is in conformance with the GSENM Monument
Management Plan (MMP) (February 2000) and is supported in the following plan decisions:
 

• FAC-6   All facilities and parking areas will be designed to be unobtrusive and to meet the
visual resource objectives.

 

• FAC-8   As the focal point for visitation, visitor day-use facilities and signs will be added as
necessary for visitor use, safety, and the protection of sensitive resources, in addition to
existing facilities.  These facilities could include pullouts, parking areas, trailheads, trails,
toilets, fences, and picnic areas. Day-use areas could include vault toilets, picnic tables,
interpretive kiosks, and in some cases, interpretive trails which will be universally accessible
but not paved.

 

• FAC-11     The condition of routes and distance from communities in the Passage Zone
makes it a secondary zone for visitation. Similar facilities as allowed in the Frontcountry
Zone could be provided for resource protection, visitor safety, or for the interpretation of
Monument resources. Information kiosks approximately the size of two 3 foot by 5 foot
panels will be located at major trailheads  and smaller kiosks or signs will be located at less
used trailheads. Rarely used trailheads will be identified with a small sign.

 

• WSA-1     Existing WSAs in the Monument will be managed under the BLM’s Interim
Management Policy (IMP) and Guidelines for Lands Under Wilderness Review (BLM
Manual H-8550-1) until legislation takes effect to change their status.* The major objective
of the IMP is to manage lands under wilderness review in a manner that does not impair their
suitability for designation as wilderness. In general, the only activities permissible under the
IMP are temporary uses that create no new surface disturbance nor involve permanent
placement of structures. Temporary, non-disturbing activities, as well as activities governed
by valid existing rights, may generally continue in WSAs.

FOIA001:01707735

DOI-2020-11 03062



3

*Information Bulletin No. 2012-093, National Landscape Conservation System Policy

Development. This IB informs BLM on the updates to BLM Manuals. Effective July 13,
2012 BLM Manual 6330- Management of Wilderness Study Areas replaces the Interim
Management Policy for Lands Under Wilderness Review.

 

• REV-1    Many factors will be considered when deciding to implement a revegetation or
restoration strategy.  Each project and area to be treated will be evaluated to determine the
appropriate strategy. The following general guidelines can be applied to determine which
strategy is the most appropriate and how it will be implemented in order to be consistent with
the overall vegetation management objectives.

• REV-1.3. Revegetation strategies will be used in areas of heavy visitation, where site
stabilization is desired.

• Management Zone Descriptions
Management zones are used in this Plan to display various management emphases and
strategies that will best fulfill the established purposes of the Monument and the overall
vision described in Chapter 2 of the Monument Management Plan (2000).

 
The Frontcountry Zone (78,056 acres or 4 percent of the Monument) is intended to be the
focal point for visitation by providing day-use opportunities in close proximity to adjacent
communities and to Highways 12 and 89 which traverse the Monument.
The Passage Zone (39,037 acres or 2percent of the Monument) includes secondary travel
routes which receive use as throughways and recreation destinations.
The Outback Zone (537,748 acres or 29 percent of the Monument) is intended to provide an
undeveloped, primitive, and self-directed visitor experience while accommodating motorized
and mechanized access on designated routes. 
The Primitive Zone (1,210,579 acres or 65 percent of the Monument) is intended to provide
an undeveloped, primitive, and self-directed visitor experience without motorized or
mechanized access.

 
1.5 Relationship to Statutes, Regulations, or Other Plans
The proposed alternatives are consistent with federal environmental laws and regulations,
Executive orders, and Department of Interior and GSENM policies. It is in compliance with state
laws and local and county ordinances and plans, including the following:

• Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009
The Omnibus Public Land Management Act (OPLMA) established the National Landscape
Conservation System (NLCS) in order to conserve, protect, and restore nationally significant
landscapes that have outstanding cultural, ecological, and scientific values for the benefit of
current and future generations.  The Act goes on to require that NLCS units, of which GSENM is
one, be managed in a manner that protects the values for which the components of the system
were designated.  The NLCS includes National Monuments, Wilderness Study Areas, and Wild
and Scenic Rivers.  
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• BLM Manual 6220 – National Monuments, National Conservation Areas, and
Similar Designations

Provides general policies for the administration and management of such designations, including
GSENM. Presidential Proclamation 6920 established GSENM; the design features would ensure that

objects and values would be conserved and protected. Consistent with Section 1.6(F)(1), the BLM
will inventory existing facilities within Monuments and NCAs and determine whether to remove,
maintain, restore, enhance or allow natural disintegration of each facility.

 

• BLM Manual 6330 – Management of BLM Wilderness Study Areas
BLM is guided to manage WSAs in a manner that does not impair their suitability for
designation as wilderness as directed by BLM Manual 6330. Consistent with Section 1.6
(C)(3)(b), The BLM may remove structures and other facilities that impair wilderness
characteristics, do not meet any of the exceptions to non-impairment, or are not permissible uses
as detailed in section1.6.D of this policy.

• BLM Manual 6310 – Conducting Wilderness Characteristics Inventory
This policy contains the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) guidance and general procedures
for conducting wilderness characteristics inventories under Section 201 of the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA). Managing the wilderness resource is part of the
BLM’s multiple use mission. Lands with wilderness characteristics provide a range of uses and
benefits in addition to their value as settings for solitude or primitive and unconfined recreation.
 

• Kane County, UT Resource Management Plan (2011, amended 2015)

Although Dry Fork Slot Canyon is not specifically mentioned in the Kane County, Utah
Resource Management Plan, a review of the document reveals that the Action Alternatives
would not conflict with the county plan.
 
1.6 Identification of Issues
The issues to be addressed in this EA and issues considered but not analyzed in detail were
determined by BLM interdisciplinary review of available information.  Consideration was given
to those elements of the human environment that are subject to requirements specified in
regulation or executive order as well as any other resource issues or concerns identified during
the interdisciplinary team review.
 
The BLM Interdisciplinary Team (Appendix A- Interdisciplinary Team Checklist) have
identified the following issues:

Issue 1: Recreation 

Will the proposed actions affect recreational opportunities and/or the visitor experience?
Will the proposed action change the transportation management system?

Issue 2: Wilderness Study Area (WSA)

Will the proposed actions impair the suitability to preserve the Scorpion WSA for potential
designation for Wilderness?
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Issue 3:  Lands with Wilderness Characteristics

Will the proposed actions be consistent with relevant laws, policies and guidance for Lands with
Wilderness Characteristics?

Issue 4: Visual Resources

Will the proposed site developments create visually contrasting impacts that alter the landscape
character?  
Will the proposed site developments meet the VRM objectives for that area?

1.7 Issues Considered but Eliminated from Further Analysis

An alternative to develop the current trailhead in its present location was considered but
eliminated because it did not meet the Non-Impairment Standard defined in BLM Manual 6330 –
Management of BLM Wilderness Study Areas (2012).

1.8 Summary

This chapter has presented the purpose and need of the proposed project, as well as the relevant
issues, i.e., those elements of the human environment that could be affected by the
implementation of the proposed project.  In order to meet the purpose and need of the proposed
action the BLM has developed a range of alternatives.  These alternatives are presented in
Chapter 2. The potential environmental impacts or consequences resulting from the
implementation of each alternative are analyzed in Chapter 4 for each of the identified issues.
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 2.0 DESCRIPTION OF ALTERNATIVES, INCLUDING PROPOSED

ACTION

2.1 Introduction

This Environmental Assessment (EA) focuses on the proposed action and the no action
alternative.  The no action alternative is considered and analyzed to provide a baseline for
comparison of the impacts of the proposed action.

2.2 Alternative A – No Action

Under the no action alternative, BLM would not relocate or further develop the Dry Fork Slot
Canyon Trailhead, which is currently inside the Scorpion WSA (See Appendix B – Alternative A
Map).  The current trailhead would remain as is, the road conditions, human waste disposal, and
the expanding parking area would not be addressed. Impacts to the Scorpion WSA would remain
inconsistent with BLM Manual 6330 – Management of Wilderness Study Areas.

2.3 Alternative B – Proposed Action Alternative - Dry Fork Slot Canyon Trailhead
Development Located Outside the Scorpion WSA 

The proposed action alternative would develop two new locations for trailheads (See Appendix
C – Alternative B Map) and trails to the Dry Fork Slot Canyons. Trailhead A would be placed
adjacent to the Dry Fork Trailhead road #252 on the north side and southeast of the existing
trailhead. Trailhead B would be west of the Hole-in-the-Rock Road (road #200).

2.3.1 Trailhead A - Development along Road #252

The proposed action would relocate the Dry Fork Slot Canyon Trailhead from its present
location, inside the Scorpion WSA, to the proposed locations outside the WSA in the Passage
Zone of the Monument.
 
A new trail section consisting of three miles or 1.4 acres would be developed to tie the new
trailhead into the existing trail. This new section of trail would be necessary to protect
Monument resources, avoid the potential of social trails, and prevent impairment to the Scorpion
WSA.
 
Design features of this alternative would include:
 

Trailhead

• Install a visitor education and interpretation kiosk and a standard brown metal trail
register.

• The new trail would tie in with the existing trail to lower Peek-A-Boo slot canyon.

• Approximately 0.9 miles of trail would be developed tied into the existing trail .

• Trail markers would be used to reduce social trails.

• The total length of trail to Spooky slot canyon would be approximately 1.3 miles.

• The identified route would take advantage of sandstone outcrops providing a durable
surface to avoid existing biological soil crusts where possible.
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Parking Area

• New surface disturbance would include approximately one acre for a parking area. The

parking area would accommodate up to 30 vehicles.

•  Road base would be used to harden the parking surface.

•  A barrier, constructed of natural materials, would be built to prevent further expansion.

 
Road Access and Signage

• Access to this trailhead would continue from Road #252.

• Engineer and implement road improvements on BLM Road #252. This would include a
crown and ditch roadway with road-base as surfacing material. The roadway would be
approximately 1 mile in length equaling one acre.

• Provide directional signs along Hole in the Rock Road (#200) and along Road #252.

Vault Toilet

• Install a double vault toilet.

• The vault toilet would be a CXT or similar style and would incorporate Guidelines for a
Quality Built Environment.

 
Guidelines for Quality Built Environment

• Natural or natural-appearing materials would be used. These could include concrete,

natural stone, road base, gravels or fines, rusted or painted metal, and/or wood.

• Natural palette colors would include blacks, grays, reds, rusts, browns, and buffs. No

bright colors such as whites or yellows would be used (except for lettering on signs).

2.3.2 Trailhead B - Development Adjacent to Hole-in-the-Rock Road (#200) 

Dry Fork Slot Canyon Trailhead access would be southwest of Hole-in-the-Rock (Road #200)

about one mile south of Cat Pasture (See Appendix C – Map).  This route, prior to 1991, was the
traditional entrance to the Dry Fork area with school trips led by the late Edson Alvey.  Visitors
would hike through the Dry Fork Narrows to access Peek-A-Boo and Spooky slot canyons.
Route development and maintenance for a new hiking route would provide a bypass route on the
southwest side of the Dry Fork Narrows.
 
Design features of the proposal would include:

 
Trailhead

• Install visitor education and interpretation kiosk and a standard brown metal register box.

Parking Area

• New surface disturbance for the parking area and road would occur on approximately one
acre. Parking would accommodate up to 30 vehicles.

• Road base would be used to harden the parking surface.

• Trailhead signs would be placed along Hole-in-the-Rock Road (#200).

• The parking area would be delineated and screened by natural topography.  
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Road Access 

• Access to the trailhead would be developed adjacent to Hole-in-the-Rock Road #200.

• The entrance roadway would be up to 600 feet long and would provide ingress and egress
access from the Hole-in-the-Rock Road to the parking area.

• The roadway would be graded to a width to provide access and stability.

• Road base would be used to harden and stabilize the road surface.

Vault Toilet

• Install a single or double vault toilet based on projected use.

• The vault toilet would be a CXT or similar style and would incorporate Guidelines for a
Quality Built Environment.
 

Guidelines for Quality Built Environment

• Natural or natural-appearing materials would be used. These could include concrete,
natural stone, road base, gravels or fines, rusted or painted metal, and/or wood.

• Natural palette colors would include blacks, grays, reds, rusts, browns, and buffs. No

bright colors such as whites or yellows would be used (except for lettering on signs).

Trail

• A 3 mile trail would be developed and delineated with trail markers from the trailhead to
lower Peek-A-Boo slot canyon.

• The primary trail (1.28 miles) would utilize the historical use down the Dry Fork Slot
Canyon (dry wash) as the primary access route.

• A second trail (1.38 miles) would be built to provide access out of/along the Dry Fork

slot canyon to avoid flash floods.

• The identified routes would take advantage of sandstone outcrops to avoid existing
biological soil crusts where possible.

• A hiker’s maze would be installed for access through the barbed wire fence located
approximately 0.5 miles from the proposed trailhead northeast of the road.  

2.3.3 Current Trailhead Rehabilitation

Existing disturbance at the current Dry Fork Slot Canyon Trailhead would be re-vegetated and
naturalized to the non-impairment standard within the Scorpion WSA and according to the
GSENM MMP and BLM Manual 6330.
 

Rehabilitation/Revegetation Strategy

• All rehabilitation would be to the non-impairment standard outline in BLM Manual 6330.

• Native vegetation would be used for rehabilitation needs.

• Rehabilitation would include;

o the parking area, approximately 0.4 acres of existing surface disturbance 
o Approximately 0.7 miles of road #252.
o Approximately 0.25 acres of social trails. 

• The disturbed trailhead area and roadway within the WSA would be ripped, raked and/or

disked to a natural contour.
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• Seeding would be repeated as necessary to ensure adequate vegetative cover is
established.

2.3.4 Equipment and Monitoring for Alternative B

Equipment Required
Equipment required for this proposed action include but are not limited to: backhoe/front end
loader, road grader with rippers, dump trucks, pickup trucks, flat bed transports trailers and
trucks, bob cats, disks, seed harrows, and excavator.
 

Monitoring
A BLM representative would monitor implementation, rehabilitation and revegetation.  Annual
monitoring would be conducted for a minimum of five years to evaluate:

• Native plant establishment, 

• Potential spread of non-native invasive plants,

• Hydrologic conditions,

• Trail management and maintenance,

• Determine the need for adaptive management.

2.4 Summary Comparison of Environmental Impacts

The proposed action and a no action alternatives have been developed in this EA in an effort to
analyze options for trailhead locations. The proposed action alternative would move the current
trailhead out of the Scorpion WSA and provide visitors with recreational opportunities.  Route
development and maintenance would be provided on the north and south side of the Dry Fork
Narrows to protect Monument resources, provide for visitor safety, and guide recreationists on
established routes.
 
The proposed action supports FLPMAs mandates to meet the non-impairment standard and
objectives outlined in BLM Manual 6330 - Management of BLM Wilderness Study Areas.
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3.0 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

3.1 Introduction

The affected environment was considered and analyzed by an interdisciplinary team as
documented in the Interdisciplinary Team Checklist (See Appendix A).  The checklist indicates
which resources are either not present in the project area or would not be impacted to a degree
that requires detailed analysis.  Resources which are predicted to be impacted are described in
Chapter 3 and impacts on these resources are analyzed in Chapter 4.  The Interdisciplinary Team,
as potentially affected by the proposed action alternative identified Recreation, Wilderness Study
Areas, Lands with Wilderness Characteristics, and Visual Resource Management.
 

Issue 1: Recreation 
Will the proposed actions affect recreational opportunities and/or the visitor experience?
 

Issue 2: Wilderness Study Area (WSA)
Will the proposed actions be consistent with relevant law to preserve the Scorpion WSA?
Will the proposed actions impair the suitability to preserve the Scorpion WSA for potential
designation for Wilderness?
 

Issue 3:  Lands with Wilderness Characteristics 
Will the proposed actions be consistent with relevant laws, policies and guidance for Lands with
Wilderness Characteristics?
 

Issue 4: Visual Resources
Will the proposed site developments create visually contrasting impacts that alter the landscape
character?  
Will the proposed site developments meet the VRM objectives for that area?

3.2 General Setting

A brief environmental setting description of the Dry Fork area is as follows:

• Physiographic Province:  Colorado Plateau

• Elevation: 4600 to 4900 feet above sea level

• Geology: Early Jurassic Navajo formations; predominantly medium sandstone

• Ecological Site:  Desert Sandy Loam, Desert Shallow Sandy Loam, Desert Sand, Rock
Outcrops

• Hydrology:  Located in the Escalante Watershed (HUC8 No. 14070005).  Drainages in the
Dry Fork area are typically intermittent and flow into the Escalante River, which then
empties into Lake Powell and the Colorado River system

• Soil Type:  Sand and Sandy Loams

• Landform:  Dunes, sand sheets, and hillslopes on structural benches, and fan remnants

• Typical uses:  Recreational (hiking, camping)

• Management Zone: Primitive Zone and Passage Zone

• Special Recreation Management Area: Escalante Canyons

• Wilderness Study Areas:  Scorpion WSA, Adjacent to Fifty Mile Mountain WSA

• Visual Resource Management:  Classes II
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3.3 Resources/Issues Brought Forward for Analysis

Resource A: Recreation

The Dry Fork Slot Canyon Trailhead within the Scorpion WSA is the current access point to the
Dry Fork Slot Canyon Narrows: Peek-a-boo, Spooky, and Brimstone slot canyons. In 2015, the
BLM reported 27,647 visits to the Dry Fork Slot Canyon area making it the most popular slot
canyons and the second highest visited destination on the Monument after the Calf Creek
Recreation Site. (Recreation Management Information System (RMIS), 2016).
 
From 2000 to 2015, visitation at Dry Fork Slot Canyon Trailhead increased from 7,918 to 27,647
an increase of 249% in 15 years. Monitoring reports identified multiple social trails, leading from
the trailhead down to the lower bench where the trail leads into Dry Fork Wash. User created
social trails has caused unnecessary resource impacts along the trail. 

 
The current trailhead was user created and has minimum developments. A trailhead register was
located at the site in 1991 with later developments that included an interpretive trailhead panel
identifying group size limits, area restrictions and safety practices. The parking area currently
supports approximately 30+ vehicles depending on how vehicles park. There are no boundaries
around the parking area allowing it to expand particularly over busy weekends. No additional
facilities are present.
 
BLM road #252 is approximately 1.6 miles in length and is not regularly maintained. The road is
prone to flooding, erosion, and washouts. When storms waters create impassable sections
vehicles tend to drive around the impassable locations, widening the road and causing additional
resource impacts. GSENM has identified BLM road #252 in the transportation system, however
the road conflicts with the management of WSAs.
 
BLM utilizes the Recreation Management Information System (RMIS) for reporting and storing
visitation records on public lands.  Reports provides annual visitation for 72 trailheads, roads and
recreation facilities within the Monument. BLM uses traffic counters for vehicles and foot traffic
in many locations to determine the amount of visitation for daily, monthly and annual reports.
This data provides information to determine the amount of use and resource impacts associated
with the Dry Fork Slot canyons. In addition, GSENM employs an in-house Backcountry
Database system allowing BLM staff to file patrol reports that document recreational facilities,
roads, and trailhead and trail conditions. For this analysis RMIS, vehicle traffic counters and the
GSENM in-house Backcountry Database are used to document direct findings on the ground,
assumptions, and direct and indirect impacts.
 
A review of GSENM Backcountry Database reports from 2006 to 2015 identifies numerous
resource issues at Dry Fork.  The backcountry reports identifies:

• Name of patrolling staff 

• Location

• Road conditions

• WSA monitoring

• Number of visitors contacted
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• Number of vehicles,

• Work completed and work to be completed on future patrols,

• Resource issues identified.
 
The Dry Fork backcountry report documented the following information. People contacted
ranged from zero to 400 people per day and vehicles documented range from zero to 120 per
day. The high number of people and vehicles consistently occur during holiday weekends.
Multiple reports identify vehicles parked from Hole-in-the-Rock road to the trailhead.
 
GSENM’s Backcountry Database reports consistently identify the following resource issues:

• Improper disposal of human waste

• Off road driving requiring reclaiming thousands of feet of impacts

• Multiple social trails and vehicle routes

• Parking area expansion

• Hundreds of pounds of trash collected

• Removal of fire rings in the parking area 

• Oversized groups greater than 12 people

 
BLM has employed multiple techniques to reduce resource impacts, which include road signage,
road maintenance, reclaiming vehicle and hiker impacts.  The BLM staffs, on location, to
educate the public and to mitigate resource impacts. An April 2011 report states “parking area
simply not large enough to accommodate popularity.”
 

In 2013 the Utah Office of Tourism launched a $3.1 million spring/summer regional advertising

campaign to promote Utah’s five national parks known as The Mighty Five™

(http://business.utah.gov/news/utah-launches-mighty-five-springsummer-advertising-campaign/).

 
GSENM is located between the five National Parks spotlighted in the Mighty Five campaign.
Increased visitation has been documented since 2013, and may be concluded that the Mighty
Five marketing campaign has increased visitation to the Monument due to the geographical
proximity to the National Parks in southern Utah.
 
Considering GSENM RMIS data, the Backcountry Database reports, and the Utah Office of
Tourism campaign to promote travel and tourism to this region; it is expected that visitation to
Dry Fork would increase.

Resource B: Wilderness Study Area (WSA)

The analysis area for WSA’s is the boundary to the Scorpion WSA, it contains 35,884 acres, was
established in 1984 under FLPMA section 603. The WSA was inventoried in 1996 and identified
in the Utah Wilderness Inventory in 1999.
 

Currently the Dry Fork Slot Canyons Trailhead and approximately 0.7 miles of road are located
within the Scorpion WSA. The parking area at the current trailhead is approximately 0.5 acres in
size and accommodates about 30 vehicles. The parking area is currently the closest access point
to the Dry Fork Slot canyons. On standard weekends BLM has documented upwards of 45 cars
parked in and near the current parking area and along road #252 towards Hole-in-the-Rock road.

FOIA001:01707735

DOI-2020-11 03072



13

Observations during the 2017 Memorial Day weekend recorded  between 75-100 cars.
 
The road to the current trailhead was user created and has existed since the early 1990’s. The
road is identified on GSENM’s TMS and is within the Primitive and Passage Zone identified
within the MMP. The current road conditions on BLM #252 are poor; the road is braided in
several areas, has heavy erosional impacts and is not maintained.
 
Historical access to Spooky and Peekaboo slot canyons began at the Cat Pasture area, down Dry
Fork wash, and through the Dry Fork slot canyon. Today this canyon receives far less use as the
current parking area is a shorter hike to Spooky and Peekaboo slot canyons.

Resource C: Lands with Wilderness Characteristics

The analysis area for Lands with Wilderness Characteristics incorporates two LWC Units, Unit 4
and Unit 8. Unit 4 is approximately 706 acres; Unit 8 is approximately 10,800 acres.  Both Units
were inventoried in 1996 and identified in the Utah Wilderness Inventory in 1999.
 
Proposed trailhead A is located within LWC Unit 4 adjacent to the Scorpion WSA.  Proposed
trailhead B is located within LWC Unit 8 adjacent to the Fifty Mile Mountain WSA. 
 
Unit 4 is contiguous to the Scorpion WSA (UT-040-082). Currently two roads are within Unit 4:
BLM road #253 (0.3 miles) and BLM road #252 (1.6 miles). The two roads make up
approximately 1.9 miles in length within Unit 4. The current road conditions on BLM road #252
is poor. The road is braided in several areas, has heavy erosional impacts and is difficult to
maintain. The BLM road #252 has been in use since the early 1990’s and is assumed that it
existed prior to that time.
 

Unit 8 is contiguous to the Fifty Mile Mountain WSA (UT-040-080).  Portions of this Unit lack
wilderness character due to substantially noticeable impacts. A well-used vehicle route, generally
trending north/south, west of the Hole-in-the-Rock road, is a substantially noticeable impact.
There is considerable evidence of mineral exploration work on the Fifty Mile Bench above Batty
Caves. An earthen stock pond and associated access in the northern portion of the Unit were also
considered substantially noticeable.
 
Portions of Unit 8 that retain their natural character are generally west of the well-used vehicle
route described above. These natural areas include Black Ridge, the Washboard and the western
part of Sunset Flat. One earthen stock pond (Cat Flat Dam) has no access route. While noticeable
to on-site visitors, it is substantially unnoticeable in the area as a whole. Range developments
and faint vehicle ways exist within this area, but are substantially unnoticeable.

Resource D: Visual Resources

Characteristic Landscape

The area of analysis for Visual Resources is the viewshed along Hole in the Rock Road.  
The developments in the proposed action would both be accessed via Hole in the Rock Road to
provide hiking access to Dry Fork Canyon.  For both, the Straight Cliffs rise dramatically to the
west and the Escalante Canyons extensively stretch to the east.  The development adjacent to
Road #252 would be located on the edge of a mostly flat area that rises slightly to the east (See
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Figure 1 in Chapter 4).  The development adjacent to Hole in the Rock Road would be located on
the upper flanks of a natural depression created by a drainage in the gently rolling topography
(See Figure 2 in Chapter 4).  The dominant vegetation at both locations is black brush and other
desert shrubs and grasses, with a few random pinyon/juniper in isolated locations.  The
vegetation is mostly dark greenish gray and ranges from fine to medium in texture. There are few
built elements in this landscape – roads, fencing, and signs.  Of these, the roads are the only
element dominant enough to attract attention from a distance.
 
The development, at Trailhead A, adjacent to Road #252 would be in a broadly enclosed
landscape whereas the development at Trailhead B, adjacent to Hole in the Rock Road (#200)
would be in a more narrowly enclosed one. The predominant lines are horizontal and rounded
created by landform edges. The roads add distinct bands across the landscape that are created by
the removal of vegetation which creates a contrast in color and texture to the existing scene and
that directs the eye along their alignments. The predominant colors of this landscape are reds and
grayish greens due to the landforms and vegetation. The texture of the landscape varies from fine
due to the consistent swaths of shrubs and flat topography, to coarse due to the sandstone
outcrops, washes, and cliffs.
 
These developments are proposed in a classic Southern Utah, canyon country landscape with
exposed reddish sandstone, sand dunes, and desert vegetation similar to other areas within the
Colorado Plateau.
 
This area is used primarily by recreationists and cattle permittees. Those using the area for
recreation are typically engaged in hiking and backpacking, scenic and heritage touring, OHV
activities, and photography. This range of individuals defines the casual observer.  The season of
use when the most people are present is spring through fall.
 
Visual Resource Management Classes and Objectives

The proposed Dry Fork Trailhead Relocation project areas are located in Visual Resource
Management (VRM) Class II. The objective for VRM Class II is to retain the existing character
of the landscape. The level of change to the characteristic landscape should be low. Management
activities may be seen, but should not attract the attention of the casual observer. Any changes
must repeat the basic elements found in the predominant natural features of the characteristic
landscape.

4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

4.1 Introduction

This section analyzes the impacts of the proposed action to those resources described in the
Affected Environment, Chapter 3, above.  

4.1.1 Alternative A – No Action

Resource A: Recreation

The analysis area for Recreation is 1,887 acres in size (see Appendix C – Map) and includes two
proposed trailhead sites, each approximately one acre in size. The analysis area is located

FOIA001:01707735

DOI-2020-11 03074



15

between Cat Pasture, Hole-in-the-Rock road (#200), road Dry Fork Trailhead road (#252) and
one half mile east of the Dry Fork Wash.
 

Under the No Action Alternative, the BLM would not relocate or further develop the Dry Fork
Slot Canyon Trailhead currently inside the Scorpion WSA. The current trailhead would remain at
this location.  A second trailhead would not be built and toilets would not be installed to address
the human waste concerns. The parking area would continue to expand and be inadequate for the
current amount of visitation. The road conditions would be intermittently addressed as needed
and conditions will continue to deteriorate causing safety problems.
 
Direct impacts to the recreational experience includes the evidence of human waste around the
trailhead and along the trail. Inadequate parking, social trails that lead to lost hikers, and a road
that is not maintainable
 
Indirect impact include visitation to the slot canyons is expected to increase. Expansion of the
current parking lot will continue.  The continued addition of human waste in the surrounding
area of the trailhead would increase health issues concerning water quality in the watershed.

Resource B: Wilderness Study Area

The analysis area for WSA’s is the boundary to the Scorpion WSA; it contains 35,884 acres and
was established in 1984 under FLPMA section 603. The WSA was inventoried in 1996 and
identified in the Utah Wilderness Inventory in 1999.
The no action alternative would impair the Scorpion WSA and would not conform to the non-
impairment standard as identified in BLM Manual 6330.
 
The direct impact of the no action alternative is the non-impairment standards are not being met
with a permanent trailhead and a road within the Scorpion WSA.
 
The indirect impacts due to maintaining a road and trailhead within the Scorpion WSA would
affect wilderness designation. If congress decides to designate Scorpion WSA as wilderness in
the future, the location of the current trailhead may be excluded or the entire WSA could be
released from further consideration of wilderness designation.

Resource C: Lands with Wilderness Characteristics

The analysis area for Lands with Wilderness Characteristics incorporates two LWC Units, Unit 4 and
Unit 8. Unit 4 would be affected by the no action alternative whereas Unit 8 would not be, as a new
trailhead would not be developed.  Unit 4 is approximately 706 acres and was inventoried in 1996 and
identified in the Utah Wilderness Inventory in 1999.

Under the no action alternative, BLM road #252 would split Unit 4.  The road would be
considered a wilderness inventory road when considering the use of the road, and it is identified
on the travel management system. Since the BLM would take no action, the road would remain
in use. In this alternative Unit 4 may still be incorporated into the Scorpion WSA as a contiguous
unit under consideration.
 

Direct impacts to Unit 4 are the continued use of BLM road #252. Erosional issues will continue
to be a problem with maintaining the road.
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Indirect impacts to Unit 4, the BLM road #252 would be the expected increase of visitor use of
the road potentially increasing road width and contributing to erosional issues.

Resource D: Visual Resources

The area of analysis for Visual Resources is the viewshed along Hole in the Rock Road.
The developments in the proposed action would both be accessed via Hole in the Rock Road to
provide hiking access to Dry Fork Canyon.  For both, the Straight Cliffs rise dramatically to the
west and the Escalante Canyons extensively stretch to the east.  
 
Under the No Action alternative, the site improvements would not be constructed in either
location and parked vehicles at the junction of Roads #252 and #253 would continue to occur.
The braiding and widening of the access roads would likely continue with more exposed soil
visible. In this alternative visual contrast would be created by the temporary but regular presence
of parked vehicles as well as the exposed soil from driving and parking areas expanded. This
level of contrast would not alter the characteristic landscape to the degree that VRM objectives
would not be met.

4.1.2 Alternative B – Dry Fork Slot Canyon Trailhead Development Located Outside the
Scorpion WSA 

Resource A: Recreation

The analysis area for Recreation is 1,887 acres in size (see Appendix C – Map) and includes two
proposed trailhead sites, each approximately one acre in size. The analysis area is located
between Cat Pasture, Hole-in-the-Rock road (#200), road Dry Fork Trailhead road (#252) and
one half mile east of the Dry Fork Wash. 
 

BLM utilizes the Recreation Management Information System (RMIS) for reporting and storing
visitation records on public lands.  For this analysis RMIS, GSENM’s Backcountry Database
reports, and vehicle traffic counters are used to document findings on the ground, analytical
assumptions, and direct and indirect impacts.
 

Trailhead A:

Under the proposed action alternative B, resource issues and visitation, as described above, are
expected to increase with frequency.  At Trailhead A, a 30 vehicle parking area would be built in
a new location allowing for more efficient and controlled parking. Barriers would be installed to
minimize resource impacts and off road incursion. Facilities such as, toilets would be installed to
address the problem of improper human waste disposal. Road conditions to the current trailhead
would improve visitor access and reduce maintenance required on the road. A new foot trail (0.9
miles) from the new trailhead to the existing Dry Fork foot trail (0.4 miles) would be built to
provide access and reduce trail braiding (social trails) along the trail. 
 
Trailhead B:

At Trailhead B, a trailhead would be developed to access Dry Fork Wash and Slot Canyon 1.7
miles south of Cat Pasture. The Dry Fork trailhead would be developed for 30 vehicles with
parking barriers to reduce off road incursions. A short ingress/egress road (up to 600’) would be
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built off Hole-in-the-Rock road to the trailhead. A toilet, interpretive panel, and trailhead register
box would be installed for public safety and information.
 
A foot trail (0.5 miles) would be built providing access to Dry Fork Wash. A loop trail (1.38
miles) would be developed and provide two connecting trails for public access and safety. One
route would go directly down the Dry Fork Slot/wash. This route is a natural hiking corridor.
This slot intersects directly with the current trail accessing Spooky and Peek-A-Boo slot
canyons. The new trail would use the existing trail to climb out of the Dry Fork drainage onto a
bench and then would traverse the bench back trailhead B.
 
Trailhead B would provide an alternative access point providing an underutilized hiking route
and an alternative to Spooky and Peekaboo slot canyons. Spooky and Peekaboo slot canyons,
due to their narrow width in several sections cannot accommodate all visitors. This hike provides
an alternative to the traditional slot canyons, disperses visitor use, provides a new experience for
returning visitors and would reduce visitor conflicts in the heavily visited Spooky and Peekaboo
slot canyons.
 
Direct impacts from the proposed action alternative includes the construction of and maintenance
of two new trailheads.  Three miles of new trail to connect to the current trail would need to be
built.
 
Indirect impacts from the proposed action include better capabilities to accommodate
recreational needs. Parking, decrease in braided trail system, and better management of human
waste. Maintenance of the road will be due to the design of the road itself. Multiple vehicle
routes would decrease, as the new road would be capped with road base minimizing poor access
issues.
 
Road length would be reduced by 0.7 miles, the road would be reclaimed and the remainder of
the road would be improved and capped with road base allowing passenger vehicles to access the
new trailhead. 

Resource B: Wilderness Study Area

The analysis area for WSA’s is the boundary to the Scorpion WSA, it contains 35,884 acres, was
established in  1984 under FLPMA section 603. The WSA was inventoried in 1996 and
identified in the Utah Wilderness Inventory in 1999.
 
Under the proposed action alternative, Scorpion WSA would continue to see increased visitation
based on current trends. A trailhead outside of the WSA would be built to accommodate
vehicles, toilet amenities, and provide interpretation and public safety messaging. Hiking trails
would be built within the WSA to protect and preserve wilderness characteristics and values. The
establishment of the proposed trails would reduce social trails, minimizing resource impacts and
erosion. The action alternative would rehabilitate existing impacts and minimize future
impairments to Scorpion WSA and would bring BLM into conformance with the non-
impairment standard as identified in BLM Manual 6330.
 
Direct impacts from the proposed action of removing a trailhead and a road from within the
Scorpion WSA and rehabilitating the current trailhead and road brings the management of this
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site into compliance with section 201 of FLPMA as well as BLM Manual 6330 - Management of

BLM Wilderness Study Areas.

 
Indirect impacts of the proposed action would support congresses ability to review the Scorpion
WSA for future wilderness designation. If congress designates Scorpion WSA as wilderness in
the future, the placement of a new trailhead outside of WSA and rehabilitation of the old
trailhead would not negate congresses decision to include this portion of the WSA as wilderness.

Resource C: Lands with Wilderness Characteristics

The analysis area for Lands with Wilderness Characteristics includes two LWC Units: Unit 4 and
Unit 8. Unit 4 is approximately 706 acres. Unit 8 is approximately 10,800 acres.  Both Units
were inventoried in 1996 and identified in the Utah Wilderness Inventory (1999). BLM has
reviewed both LWC unit inventories for this analysis.
 
Utah’s Wilderness Inventory (1999) identified Unit 4 adjacent to the Scorpion WSA as having
wilderness characteristics. There is approximately 0.5 miles of the BLM road (#252) within Unit
4 that would be reclaimed. Under the proposed action alternative, one mile of road #252 would
remain in Unit 4 as the primary access point for the Dry Fork Slot Canyons. The partial
rehabilitation of road #252, 0.5 miles, would rehabilitate approximately 2.2 acres of Unit 4. The
rehabilitation of road #252 would eliminate the need for a wilderness inventory road and would
not split Unit 4 into two parts. One mile of road #252 identified in the TMS would remain open
and maintained for ingress and egress to the new trailhead. Impacts to Wilderness Characteristic
would be reduced in Unit 4 by 0.5 miles or 2.2 acres.
 
Unit 8 is adjacent to the Fifty Mile Mountain WSA. Under the proposed action, Trailhead B
would develop a new road and parking area of approximately one acre. The trailhead would
develop approximately one acre leaving 10,799 acres remaining in unit 8.
 
Direct impacts of the proposed action to Unit 4 wilderness characteristics would be the re-
development of the BLM road #252 and a new trailhead. The improvements on road #252 along
with the development of the trailhead are expected to reduce off road incursions and impacts to
the immediate area. 
 
Indirect impacts of the proposed action may lead to excluding Unit 4 from future management as
a unit with LWC. Development of the road and trailhead would be a continuation of the
documented long-term use; however, Unit 4 would still hold wilderness characteristics in the
remainder of the Unit. Under the proposed action alternative, GSENM would continue to
manage the rest of Unit 4 for wilderness characteristics until it is determined to be suitable or not
suitable.
 
Direct impacts to Unit 8 would be a reduction in unit size by approximately one acre, from
10,800 to 10,799 acres. The remainder of the Unit will remain intact. The reduction of one acre
would not affect Unit 8 being managed for wilderness characteristics.
 
Indirect impacts may include increased land use immediate to the parking area in Unit 8.
Increase hiking use may affect the area around the new parking area.
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Resource D: Visual Resources

The area of analysis for Visual Resources is the viewshed along Hole in the Rock Road.  
The developments in the proposed action would both be accessed via Hole in the Rock Road to
provide hiking access to Dry Fork Canyon.  For both, the Straight Cliffs rise dramatically to the
west and the Escalante Canyons extensively stretch to the east.  
 
Visual Resource Management has a standardized system to review lands actions for resource
management plan conformance. Visual contrast rating worksheets are completed to determine if
a project conforms to the resource management plan.  In order to evaluate the environmental
consequences of the alternatives for this proposed project, two linear key observations points
(KOPs), both along Hole in the Rock Road traveling in both directions, were established as part
of completing the contrast rating worksheets.
 
Linear KOP #1 is along Hole in the Rock Road going in both directions looking toward the
development adjacent to Road #252.   Linear KOP#2 is also along Hole in the Rock Road going
in both directions looking toward the development adjacent to Hole in the Rock Road.  The
posted travel speed along this road is 35 MPH, which allows someone to visually fixate on
something more so than when travelling at higher rates of speed.
 
Travelling south along KOP #1, the development adjacent to Road #252 would become visible
when about ¾ mile across from it and be intermittently visible for less than 45 seconds.
Travelling north (See Figure 1 below), the development would first become visible about 1.5
miles away and be intermittently visible for less than two minutes.  Intermittent visibility would
be due to the grade of the road, which is often times below natural grade.  The angle of
observation along this KOP is primarily a straight on view so most of the ground disturbance
would not be obvious.  Much of the traffic along Hole in the Rock Road is destined for Dry Fork
Slot Canyons; so many casual observers would only view the development when travelling south
because it would be at this location that they turn around.  However, for those that do travel Hole
in the Rock Road from the south, the glint off parked vehicles under certain light condition
depending on time of day and year would be visible from miles away.
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During construction, temporary visual impacts would result from the visibility of construction
equipment and site work. At both locations, weak contrasts would be created, in line and form of
structures, due to the construction of the parking areas and the facilities (i.e. toilet, signs, etc.).
The structures would add additional edges and elements with vertical, horizontal, and diagonal
lines into the landscape. Additionally, the intermittently but persistently parked vehicles would
be visible and would create minor visual contrast in color and form. Post-construction, the
contrast created by parking areas would be weak, associated with removal of vegetation, which
would create additional edges.
 
In order to minimize the visibility of the site developments for those travelling along Hole in the
Rock Road, both were sited to take advantage of landform screening opportunities.  The site
adjacent to Road #252 would be situated in a location with rounded landforms around three
sides, and the site adjacent to Hole in the Rock Road would be situated in a depression. For the
site adjacent to Road #252, the jumbled sandstone outcrops in the near periphery as well as the
sandstone canyon features that form the horizon provide a textured backdrop, which would allow
for some visual absorption of the development.  The toilet and other fixtures would be
constructed of materials that blend with the natural environment minimizing the color and
textural contrast they would create.   By constructing the project according to the outlined design
criteria and implementation measures, the minor changes to the existing character of the
landscape would be appropriate to meet the visual resource management objectives of the area.

4.2 Cumulative Impacts Analysis

“Cumulative impacts” are those impacts resulting from the incremental impact of an action when

added to other past, present, or reasonably foreseeable actions regardless of what agency or person
undertakes such other actions.

Resource A: Recreation

Cumulative Impact Area (CIA)
The Cumulative Impact Area (Areas of Analysis) for Recreation is 1,887 acres in size (see
Appendix C – Map) and includes two proposed trailhead sites, each approximately one acre in
size. The analysis area is located between Cat Pasture, Hole-in-the-Rock road (#200), and the
Dry Fork Trailhead road (#252) and one half mile east of the Dry Fork Wash.

Cumulative Impact Analysis

Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Actions
Past, present and reasonably foreseeable actions for recreation include the increased visitation to
the Dry Fork Slots. Increased visitation may be attributed to the designation of the Monument as
well as marketing of Utah’s travel and tourism industry. 
 
In 2013 the Utah Office of Tourism launched a $3.1 million spring/summer regional advertising
campaign to promote Utah’s five national parks known as The Mighty Five™
(http://business.utah.gov/news/utah-launches-mighty-five-springsummer-advertising-campaign/).
 
More than 5.2 million visitors spent an estimated $336.8 million while visiting Zion National
Park, Bryce Canyon National Park, Cedar Breaks National Monument and Pipe Springs National
Monument, supporting nearly 5,000 jobs and $152.8 million in labor income, according to the
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report. GSENM is geographically in the middle of the Big Five national parks leading to
increased visitation to the region.
 
Other reasonably foreseeable actions include the development and improvement of Hole-in-the-
Rock road. Garfield County proposes to improve the road surface within the County. This
proposal incorporates 16 miles of the 25-mile drive to Dry Fork. Hole-in-the-Rock road is 62
miles total in length. 
 

Cumulative Impact Analysis

In the No Action alternative, BLM would not develop any recreational infrastructure to meet the
increasing demand. Recreation visitation would continue to affect the resource area leading to
negative consequences for the visitor experience. Negative experiences may be viewed as poor
access and road conditions, no toilets, and unnecessary resource impacts along the road and
trailhead.

Continued marketing of travel and tourism in Utah along with increased interest in the
Monument would bring increased visitation to the entire region along Hole in the Rock road and
the Escalante Canyons. Increased visitation would require GSENM to develop more facilities.
Facilities may include trailheads, vault toilets, campgrounds or designated dispersed camp areas.
Inclusion of management tools such as a permit allocations system for areas like Dry Fork may
also need to be integrated in the future.

Building a trailhead, installing a vault toilet, and developing a new foot trail would reduce
impacts with the expected increase in visitation.

Resource B: Wilderness Study Area

Cumulative Impact Area (CIA)

The Cumulative Impact Areas (analysis area) for WSA’s is the boundary to the Scorpion WSA,
it contains 35,884 acres, was established  in 1984 under FLPMA section 603. The WSA was
inventoried in 1996 and identified in the Utah Wilderness Inventory in 1999.

Cumulative Impact Analysis

Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Actions

Past and present actions include the designation of the WSA, grazing activities and increased
recreation to the Dry Fork slot canyons and other areas in the WSA. A reasonably foreseeable
action would include congresses recommendation to designate the WSA as wilderness or release
it from wilderness study areas.

 
Cumulative Impact Analysis

Under the no action alternative, the recreation analysis area (1,887 acres) could be removed from
wilderness designation if the area was impacted or impaired by recreational use. The loss of
1,887 acres would not limit congresses ability to designate the rest of the area as wilderness. The
Scorpion WSA includes 35,884 acres; a wilderness area requires a minimum of 5000 acres. The
loss of 1,887 acres would allow enough acres for wilderness designation.
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Under the proposed action alternative, the rehabilitating of the BLM road #252 and trailhead
from the WSA would alleviate impairments within the WSA. The reclamation of impacts would
conform to the non-impairment standard outlined in BLM Manual 6330 supporting future
consideration of a wilderness designation.

Resource C: Lands with Wilderness Characteristics

Cumulative Impact Area (CIA)

The Cumulative Impact Area (analysis area) for Lands with Wilderness Characteristics includes
two LWC Units: Unit 4 and Unit 8. Unit 4 is contiguous to the Scorpion WSA (UT-040-082).
Unit 4 is approximately 706 acres.  Unit 8 is contiguous to the Fifty Mile Mountain WSA (UT-
040-080). Unit 8 is approximately 10,800 acres.  Both Units were inventoried in 1996 and
identified in the Utah Wilderness Inventory (1999).

Cumulative Impact Analysis

Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Actions

The cumulative impacts to Lands with Wilderness Characteristics from past, present, and
reasonably foreseeable actions include recreational use and facilities (trailheads, toilets, etc.),
establishment of livestock management facilities and road construction and maintenance
activities. 
 
The proposed action alternative, would not contribute to a measureable increase of impacts to
lands with wilderness characteristics units. Unit 4 is not of sufficient size and could only be
incorporated as a contiguous unit within Scorpion WSA. Unit 8 is 10,800 acres in size. Trailhead
B would remove 0.5 acres from the unit leaving 99% remained to be managed for wilderness
characteristics.

Cumulative impacts were not identified for LWC management lands. The proposed action would

not contribute to a loss in LWC as the impacts currently exist on the ground.

Resource D: Visual Resources

Cumulative Impact Area (CIA)

Visual Resources - The cumulative impact area of analysis for Visual Resources is the viewshed
along Hole in the Rock Road.

The developments in the proposed action would both be accessed via Hole in the Rock Road to
provide hiking access to Dry Fork Canyon.  For both, the Straight Cliffs rise dramatically to the
west and the Escalante Canyons extensively stretch to the east.

Uses and actions began in the cumulative impact area beginning in the mid-1800s and are
projected to continue into the future, with recreational use likely to increase based on current
trends.  The effect of these uses and actions has altered the characteristic landscape to a minor
degree, but most casual observers would consider this viewshed along Hole in the Rock to be
undeveloped and natural appearing.  Recent actions within the viewshed have been implemented
to protect the visual character, and because of the visual management objectives of BLM in this
area, it can be assumed that the visual character would stay intact for years to come.

Cumulative Impact Analysis
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6.0  ACRONYM

6.1 List of Acronyms

BLM - Bureau of Land Management

CIA – Cumulative Impact Area

CXT – CXT Prefabricate Concrete buildings (company name)

DR - Decision Record

EA – Environmental Assessment

EIS - Environmental Impact Statement

FLPMA – Federal Lands Management Policy Act

FONSI – Finding of No Significant Impacts

GSENM - Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument

HUC – Hydrologic Unit Code

IMP – Interim Management Policy and Guidance for Lands under Wilderness Review

KOP – Key Linear Point

LWC – Lands with Wilderness Characteristics

MMP – Monument Management Plan

NLCS – National Landscape Conservation System

NEPA – National Environmental Policy Act

NPS – National Park Service

OPLMA – Omnibus Public Lands Management Act

RMIS – Recreation Management Information Systems

TMS – Travel Management System

™ - Registered Trade Mark

VRM – Visual Resource Management

WSA – Wilderness Study Area
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APPENDIX B 

 Alternative A Map – No Action
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APPENDIX C

Alternative B Map – Proposed Action
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