
To: Lance Porter[l50porte@blm.gov]; Ashcroft, Tyler[tashcrof@blm.gov]; Nathan
Thomas[nthomas@blm.gov]
From: Bryant, Lisa
Sent: 2017-06-12T11:56:51-04:00
Importance: Normal
Subject: Fwd: Moon House Media inquiry and report
Received: 2017-06-12T11:58:05-04:00
Boslough-AstronomyMagazine-Moon-House June 2017.pdf

Resending with copy of the July article in Astronomy Magazine for Moon House Ruins that Cameron sent.  It didn't stay

attached when I forwarded before.

Lisa Bryant

Public Affairs Specialist
BLM  Green River and Canyon Country Districts
435 259 2187 (office)
435 260 7003 (cell)
lmbryant@blm.gov

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/blmutah

FLICKR: https://www.flickr.com/photos/blmutah
TWITTER: https://twitter.com/blmutah

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Bryant, Lisa <lmbryant@blm.gov>

Date: Mon, Jun 12, 2017 at 9:40 AM
Subject: Re: Moon House Media inquiry and report

To: "Cox, Cameron" <cdcox@blm.gov>, Nathan Thomas <nthomas@blm.gov>, "Chmelir,

John" <jchmelir@blm.gov>, Donald Hoffheins <dhoffhei@blm.gov>, "Ashcroft, Tyler"
<tashcrof@blm.gov>

Thanks Cameron,
I wasn't aware the Astronomy Mag article had come out, thanks for passing that on.

This request did come through me in January and was cleared with the UTSO public affairs chief.  You may not have
been in on the emails, because they specifically requested Don Simonis.   I think it was the week he retired or right

around that time.  It was coordinated through Don H. and Tyler.  I think I briefly discussed it with you the day I was in
the office talking with Don S. but there was so much happening at that time.  My apologies for not coordinating this
with you too.

Here's a copy of my emails with her on Jan 17 for the final media report:

On Tue, Jan 17, 2017 at 1:09 PM, Croft, Deborah <d1croft@blm.gov> wrote:

Go ahead and hold the interview

On Tue, Jan 17, 2017 at 12:23 PM, Bryant, Lisa <lmbryant@blm.gov> wrote:

Who: Mark Boslough, researcher and freelance writer, feature for Astronomy Magazine
What:  Article for Astronomy Magazine on Moonhouse Ruins and relationship to lunar/solar eclipses,
requested interview and follow up fact checking regarding permits.
When: deadline was early this week, initially contacted BLM over a month ago and again last week.
Last weekend he conducted interview with Don Simonis, retired BLM archaelogist and subject matter
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expert on the ruins and its ties to lunar and solar eclipse phenomena.  He followed up with some fact
checking with me this morning.  Expect article to publish in next edition, but date is not confirmed at
this time.
Where:   Moonhouse Ruins, a world famous cultural Site in the Kane Gulch area and within the newly
designated BENM.

Thanks.

Lisa Bryant
Public Affairs Specialist
BLM - Green River and Canyon Country Districts
435 259-2187 (office)
435 260-7003 (cell)
lmbryant@blm.gov

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/blmutah

FLICKR: https://www.flickr.com/photos/blmutah
TWITTER: https://twitter.com/blmutah

--
Robin Croft
Chief of External Affairs
BLM - Utah State Office
Salt Lake City, UT 84101
(w) 801 539-4020

On Mon, Jun 12, 2017 at 9:20 AM, Cox, Cameron <cdcox@blm.gov> wrote:

Are you aware of this? I don't recall hearing about this or a request for BLM approval.

John, just an FYI....

Lisa Bryant
Public Affairs Specialist
BLM  Green River and Canyon Country Districts
435 259 2187 (office)
435 260 7003 (cell)
lmbryant@blm.gov

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/blmutah

FLICKR: https://www.flickr.com/photos/blmutah
TWITTER: https://twitter.com/blmutah

On Mon, Jun 12, 2017 at 9:20 AM, Cox, Cameron <cdcox@blm.gov> wrote:

Are you aware of this? I don't recall hearing about this or a request for BLM approval.

John, just an FYI....
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storage area, and a large room reserved for
religious or social meetings  Throughout
the structure, its walls carry decorations
that may indicate that those who lived
there carefully watched the sky

Life as they knew it
The people who built the Moon House had
a lot of time for observing  They certainly
kept an eye on the weather: how clouds
form, how storms move, and how and
when rain, virga, and snow falls  When the
sky was cloud free, they observed how the
Sun, Moon, stars, and planets track across
it  Their understanding of natural cycles
was handed down by their elders and
reinforced by observations and personal

And then one evening, the glowing orb
stopped moving south  Across the mesas,
that last beam of sunlight shone through a
natural V in the rock, lighting up a spot on
a nearby wall  Somebody pecked a spiral
into the desert varnish as a reminder of
where the beam would be on this day of
celebration of the return of the Sun  the
winter solstice

A half year later, the opposite happened
Unlike winter, this was a joyful time of year
with long, hot days and short nights  The
crops would be growing fast, nourished by
the Sun’s heat and light  Now the Puebloans
watched as the Sun rose further to the north
on the horizon every day, and another
marker that told them when the longest day

 the summer solstice  would arrive  On
that day of celebration, they watched as the
Sun rose nearly to the zenith (the overhead
point) at midday Its brilliant light bathed
the canyons, and they welcomed it

Surprise!
And then, one day, something odd
began to happen, something they had
never witnessed before  In the middle
of the day, the light started to fade
and it got a little cooler  It was almost
imperceptible at first, but then it became
obvious  Something was wrong with the
Sun  Imagine the emotions people felt
as they saw the golden orb, bit by bit,
disappear

To scientists, total solar eclipses are fas
cinating, but they are also gut wrenching
and emotional to experience  We now
know what causes them, and we have the
technology to precisely predict their timing
and tracks, but they are still adrenaline
and tear inducing events as best described
by Annie Dillard in her essay, “Total
Eclipse ” One paragraph captures the ter
ror, but I highly recommend that you read
the whole thing:

“From all the hills came screams  A piece of sky

beside the crescent Sun was detaching  It was a

loosened circle of evening sky, suddenly lighted

from the back  It was an abrupt black body out

of nowhere; it was a flat disk; t was almost over

the Sun  That is when there were screams  At

once this disk of sky slid over the Sun like a lid

The sky snapped over the Sun like a lens cover

The hatch in the brain slammed  Abruptly it

was dark night, on the land and in the sky In

the night sky was a tiny ring of light  The hole

where the Sun belongs is very small  A thin ring

of light marked its place  There was no sound

The eyes dried, the arteries drained, the lungs

hushed  There was no world  We were the

world’s dead people rotating and orbiting

year  Where the Sun came up and where it
set told them when to plant, because the
sky was their calendar as well as their
clock  After the harvest, the days got short
and cold, and the nights got long  But even
before they witnessed them, they knew
from their elders that unexpected and
unpredictable things could happen, so
surely they wondered if it was also pos
sible that dependable and regular things
could stop happening

Endless routine?
It took faith to believe that the Sun would
come back and that it would ever be warm
enough to grow food again  The Puebloans
watched as the Sun set earlier and farther
to the south on the horizon at the fall of
night  each night longer and colder than
the one before  Everyone expected and
hoped the rate would slow, and eventually
stop, because it always had

One of President Barack Obama’s final acts

while in office was to issue a Presidential

Proclamation on December 28  2016  to

establish Bears Ears National Monument

The proclamation reads:

“Rising from the center of the south

eastern Utah landscape and visible from

every direction are twin buttes so distinc

tive that in each of the native languages of

the region their name is the same    ’Bears

Ears ’ For hundreds of generations  native

peoples lived in the surrounding deep

sandstone canyons  desert mesas  and

meadow mountaintops  which constitute

one of the densest and most significant

cultural landscapes in the United States

Abundant rock art  ancient cliff dwellings

ceremonial sites  and countless other arti

facts provide an extraordinary archaeolog

ical and cultural record that is important

to us all  but most notably the land is pro

foundly sacred to many Native American

tribes     Resources such as the Do l House

Ruin in Dark Canyon Wilderness Area and

the Moon House Ruin on Cedar Mesa

allow visitors to marvel at artistry and

architecture that have withstood thou

sands of seasons in this harsh climate ”

With the stroke of his pen  President

Obama preserved this vast treasure of

geological  ecological  archaeological  his

torical  cultural  and astronomical heritage

These lands are withdrawn from any new

mineral exploration or development  and

the same dark skies that 13th century

ancestral Puebloan inhabitants once

enjoyed will forever remain available for

stargazing and tranquil contemplation by

future visitors   M  B

BEARS EARS:
AMERICA’S NEWEST

NATIONAL MONUMENT

experience  And because those cycles were
the keys to their survival, they paid atten
tion to the slightest detail and any varia
tion in the pattern

Every once in a while, something out of
the ordinary would happen  A brilliant
light streaks across the clear sky, lighting
up the entire mesa and causing hoodoos to
cast moving shadows in the night  A fuzzy
patch appears, grows a tail, and moves
through the constellations like a fast
planet  A bright star that never existed
before appears and then fades out  Many
stars fall at once, like snowflakes  The Full
Moon is swallowed up and glows a dim
blood red  In their world, these were the
dramatic, emotional, and terrifying exter
nal events that everyone would talk about,
tell their grandchildren, and record

Their lives and everything they knew
and cared about depended on the seasonal
cycle, which happened the same way every

Above: The outer wall of the Moon House stands beneath an overhanging cliff that has helped to
protect the interior from wind and rain. Left: Getting to the Moon House isn’t easy. As you approach
it, you’ll see old wooden support beams spanning the gaps between rocks.

Top: The Moon House is larger than it appears when you view it from the outside. The interior
has areas for living, storage, and meetings. Above: Visitors can see many colorful vistas from inside
the Moon House, and the closer you get to the entrance, the more the sky comes into view.
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