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Abbie, I'm "formally" asking for permission to proceed with planning on the Cooperative project near

Goosenecks State Park.

Here's some background on Goosenecks.

It is located in the original Proclamation area.  Ed agreed to proceed with planning (see attached Briefing

Paper), but the project was subsequently put on hold because of the Secretary's Monument review.

We and the State would like to proceed with the planning and begin formal public scoping.  We assumed

that since Secretary has presented the report to the President we could proceed.

So, the question I have been asking is, "Can we move forward with this?".   Although I have talked to

numerous people informally (Lance, Gary, Anita, and I thought Ed), I haven't made a formal request.

          Don Hoffheins

=============================

     Donald K. Hoffheins

        Bears Ears National Monument /

          Monticello Field Office, Utah

            Work: 435 587 1506, Cell: 435 459 9461

              dhoffhei@blm.gov
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INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM CHECKLIST

Project Title: Goosenecks Campground Development – BLM/Utah State
Parks Cooperative Management Area

NEPA Log Number:

 
File/Serial Number:

 
Project Leader:  Amber Denton Johnson

Development of Recreational Facilities Surrounding Goosenecks State Park
 
Purpose & Need  In recent years camping and visits to Goosenecks State Park have expanded
dramatically.  This has resulted in numerous user developed campsites and trails along the rim of

the San Juan River Canyon.   These impacts occur on the state park and surrounding BLM lands.
There is currently only one restroom in the state park servicing this entire area.  Utah State Parks

would like to develop a campground back from the rim to provide for the demand and better
protect the viewshed along the rim and from the river.   In order to develop an economically

sustainable park and meet a primary request of visitors State Parks would like to develop a
mountain bike and hiking trail system.  It is envisioned that the BLM and Utah State Parks could

partner in the development and management of this new development with State Parks
capitalizing and operating and maintaining the new facilities while the BLM would provide

oversight and direction for this new cooperatively managed area.
 

Visitation Data 
2008  75,505

2009  85,049
2010  84,653

2011  84,479
2012  91,287

2013  100, 217
2014  121,891

 
Location  This proposal includes 2475 acres.  It would include Township 41S Range 18 E

Sections 27,28,29, 32, 33 & 34.  Township 42S Range 18 E Section 3.
 

Facility Design Factors  A conceptual design of the proposed campground has been submitted
to BLM.  It would ideally be developed directly east of the state park up against a low hill which

would provide some protection from wind and be located back from the rim to protect the
viewshed.  The campground would provide restrooms and campsites with a picnic table, fire ring

and grill.  The campground road would likely be improved with road base.  The trail  system is
proposed to be west and north of the state park and with the exception of an overlook and where

limited by topography be a minimum of 50 meters back from the rim to minimize impacts to
wildlife.  State Parks would design the campground and mountain bike trail designers from

Moab Trail Mix would design the mountain bike trail system.  State Parks will work with the
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BLM and State Risk Management to provide a safe recreational environment including the
provision of signing warning of risks and hazards along trails.

 
Trails  The mountain bike trail system will be a stacked loop system with two beginner loops

and three additional loops of intermediate difficulty to total 14.12 miles of trail.  An additional
spur over to the Honaker Trailhead is included as well. Two hiking trails are proposed, one

would follow a road out to a point directly to the east of the state park.  State Parks would like to
close the road to vehicles and designate it as a hiking trail.  Another hiking trail is proposed on

the low mesa directly north and above the proposed campground.  This trail is proposed because
it is assumed many campers would like to climb the low mesa above the campground for the

view.
 

We expect 24 inches of  'affected environment' for the bike trails.  We cut them to 24 inches and
allow a line to be established within the 24 inches, that typically ends up being 18 inches wide.

 
Yurt Area  Yurts or hogans could be added to the camping opportunities if demand warrants the

construction.  It is included in this proposal because these types of facilities are very popular and
much in demand in other   similar state parks like Dead Horse Point and Goblin Valley.  This

would definitely be a ‘phase II’ type of development based on the success, visitation and interest
after operating the park with the campground, bike and hiking trails added.  The proposed

location is a previously disturbed site accessed by an existing road. 
 

Affected Environment  Based on GIS shape files the projected acres of disturbed soils for the
requested developments are as follows:

 
Campground  3.03 acres

Restrooms  .01 acre
Yurt area  .05 acre

Bike trails  3.44 acres
Hiking trails  .9 acre

Total   7.43 acres 
 

Construction materials and offloading of equipment for the campground will take place on the
state park to minimize impacts to BLM administered lands.  The mountain bike trail will be

constructed with a crew using hand tools.  No heavy equipment will be used to construct the
trails.  No materials will be brought in from off site to cover the trails.

 
Construction of the Facilities  Utah State Parks would capitalize all the developments.  Much of

the campground would be constructed by a State Park construction crew.  Construction of the
mountain bike trail would be by a contractor hired by state parks.  Any hiking trails would be

constructed by state parks.
 

The preliminary campground design has one way loops, the road to the loops (access road) is a
two way road. The one way loops are designed to be 12 feet wide (as are the camp sites) and the

access road is 24 feet wide.  The access road is preexisting; the loops and camp spurs would be
completely new.  It is however misleading to call the existing road totally preexisting.  It is a two
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INFORMATION/ BRIEFING MEMORANDUM FOR STATE DIRECTOR

 

DATE:   January 22, 2017

FROM: Don Hoffheins, Field Manager

SUBJECT: Goosenecks Cooperative Management Area

 

The Bureau of Land Management, Monticello office (BLM) proposes to move forward with the

existing planning effort to construct a campground and trail system adjacent to the existing

Goosenecks State Park. In light of the recent designation of Bears Ears National Monument

BLM has to consider whether the proposal appears in conformance with the Proclamation

language in relation to Objects and Values.

 

BACKGROUND

Recreational use in the Goosenecks area has expanded dramatically.  There is currently only one

restroom in the state park servicing this entire area.  Utah State Parks would like to develop a

campground adjacent to Goosenecks State Park to provide for the demand and better protect the

viewshed along the rim and from the river.   In order to develop an economically sustainable

park and meet a primary request of visitors State Parks would also like to develop a mountain

bike and hiking trail system.  BLM and Utah State Parks have entered into a Memorandum of

Understanding to partner in the development and management of these new facilities with State

Parks funding the necessary analysis, capitalizing the construction, and operating and

maintaining the new facilities while the BLM would provide oversight and direction for this new

cooperatively managed area.

 

DISCUSSION

A conceptual design of the proposed campground has been submitted to BLM.  The campground

would include three loops or camping areas; each would provide restrooms and campsites with a

picnic table, fire ring and grill.  In one of the loops yurts or hogans could be added to the

camping opportunities because these types of facilities are very popular and much in demand in

other similar state parks like Dead Horse Point and Goblin Valley.  The trail system is proposed

to be west and north of the state park and with the exception of an overlook and where limited by

topography be a minimum of 50 meters back from the rim to minimize impacts to wildlife.  State

Parks would design the campground and mountain bike trail designers from Moab Trail Mix

would design the mountain bike trail system.  State Parks will work with the BLM and State Risk

Management to provide a safe recreational environment including the provision of signing

warning of risks and hazards along trails. An initial determination has been made at the Field

Office level that the Objects and Values for which the monument was designated could be

protected and possibly even enhanced.

 

NEXT STEPS

Confirmation of whether the Objects and Values for which the monument was designated could

be protected and possibly even enhanced. Future scoping and analysis would address these

Objects and Values with a final determination made in the decision step of the process.

 

ATTACHMENTS

Map of Goosenecks Cooperative Management Area
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